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 We Have Noted In Lesson 1 & 2:
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 What we mean by the term “church”.
 The Kingdom was Prophesied – Dan
2:44; Matthew 3:1,2; Mark 9:1
 Jesus promised to build His church
(kingdom) – Matthew 16:18,19
 Established in Acts 2 – Acts 1:8; 2:1-47
 The Growth, Problems and beginnings
of Apostasy during the first 65 years
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Acts 20:28-32 (NKJV)
28 Therefore

take heed to yourselves and to all the flock,
among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to
shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my
departure savage wolves will come in among you, not
sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men
will rise up, speaking perverse things, to draw away the
disciples after themselves.
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Acts 20:28-32 (NKJV)
31 Therefore watch, and remember that for three
years I did not cease to warn everyone night
and day with tears. 32 So now, brethren, I
commend you to God and to the word of His
grace, which is able to build you up and give
you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.
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1 Timothy 4:1-3 (NKJV)
1 Now

the Spirit expressly says that in latter times
some will depart from the faith, giving heed to
deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons, 2 speaking
lies in hypocrisy, having their own conscience seared
with a hot iron,
3 forbidding to marry, and commanding to abstain
from foods which God created to be received with
thanksgiving by those who believe and know the
truth.
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2 Timothy 4:1-4 (NKJV)
1I

charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus
Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His
appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready in
season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all
longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears
away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (NKJV)
1 Now,

brethren, concerning the coming of our Lord
Jesus Christ and our gathering together to Him, we
ask you, 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or
troubled, either by spirit or by word or by letter, as
if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3
Let no one deceive you by any means; for that Day
will not come unless the falling away comes first,
and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition,
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (NKJV)
4 who

opposes and exalts himself above all that is
called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God
in the temple of God, showing himself that he is God.
5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I
told you these things? 6 And now you know what is
restraining, that he may be revealed in his own time. 7
For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only
He who now restrains will do so until He is taken out
of the way.
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2 Thessalonians 2:1-12 (NKJV)
8 And

then the lawless one will be revealed, whom the
Lord will consume with the breath of His mouth and
destroy with the brightness of His coming. 9 The
coming of the lawless one is according to the working
of Satan, with all power, signs, and lying wonders, 10
and with all unrighteous deception among those who
perish, because they did not receive the love of the
truth, that they might be saved.
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 After the apostles – there grew up
a people that did not hold fast to
the truth - Judges 2:10; 2 Tim 4:3,4
 We tend to measure what we do
with what we have done slowly
departing from the true pattern.
 Let us NEVER forget that we are
only ONE generation away from
apostasy
4/5/2017

Death of
Christ &
Beginning
of the
Church

100 A.D.
Last of the
Apostles Dies

Edict of Milan

Persecutions
1st Century
Church

Apostasy Begins and Grows
Pre Nicene
Period

Chart Adapted from: www.newantiochcoc.org

Council
of
Nice
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Domitian - (A.D 89-96)
Trajan – (98-117)
Marcus Aurelius – (161-180)
Septimus Severus – (193-211)
Caracalla – (211-217)
Maximus 1 – (235-238)
Decius – (249-251)
Valerian (Co-Ruler w/ Gallienus 253-260)
Diocletian & Maximian – (Co-Rulers 284-305)
Galerius & Maximinus 2 – (Co-Rulers 305-311)
Constantine orders toleration – (306-337)
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 Kept the church free from
pretenders –
 Kept false doctrine from
being too widespread –
 Caused many to renounce
their faith and compromise –
 All who “are not worthy of
the Kingdom”
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•

Trajan came to power

– 110-112 A.D. - Christians were persecuted in Asia Minor
once again. Began allowing some of his governors to
persecute Christians.
• Asia Minor - Modern Turkey.

– 160-180 A.D.- Marcus Aurelius - allowed persecution.
– In 250 A.D. - another persecution arose.
– Diocletian allowed Galarius to kill Christians in 286 A.D.
• This began the worst persecution ever.
• Thousands of Christians killed.
–
–
–
–

thrown to lions
burned at the stake.
served as torches on roads.
soaked in oil and tar, put on poles, in Diocletian’s garden. He would
take his friends into the garden at night to show the beauty of his
flowers and use the Christians as torch lights to illuminate the garden.

•

Fisher in his "History of the Christian Church" said:

– "He [Diocletian] determined to exterminate Christianity and
to reinstate the ancient system of worship [paganism] .“
•

Diocletian issued a series of edicts by which:

– Every copy of the Bible was ordered to be burned.
– Every church building that had arisen in the empire during
the half-century of comparative rest would be torn down.

– All who would not renounce the Christian religion should
lose their citizenship and be outside the protection of
Roman law.
– "In some places where Christians were assembled in their
church buildings, the building was set on fife and burned
with all the worshipers inside." (lL. Hulburt, The History of
the Christian Church", Philadelphia, 1933, pg. 57)

In 311 A.D. Galarius repented on his
death bed.
•

– Didn’t believe in God, but was sorry he had mistreated Christians.
– Signed a law ceasing persecution of Christians.

313 A.D. Constantine signed a law that
Christians would never be persecuted
again by the Roman government.
•

Emperor Constantine who by the
Edict of Milan in 313 AD made
Christianity legal in the Roman
Empire.

Had slowly fallen away by this time.
•
In 175 A.D. some of the writers of the time had written that a bishop was different
from an elder - one was selected to be head over the other elders.
•
About 250 A.D. - They began selecting one man from each of those bishops around
the country to be head of all the area “diocese”.
•
By 606 A.D. - The Catholic Church declared Boniface III to be the universal head of
the church.
– 'VICARIUS FILII DEI'. which is the Latin for 'VICAR OF THE SON OF GOD.‘
– In the coronation of all popes including Pius XII, on March 12, 1939 the tiara is
placed on the candidates head with the words:
• "Receive the tiara adorned with three crowns and know that thou art Father
of princes and kings, Ruler of the world, Vicar of our Savior Jesus Christ“.
– It was determined at that time that whatever he spoke were the words of God.
cf. Heb. 1:1,2
•
Paul painted this picture in 2 Thessalonians 2:3ff – perhaps he had papal Rome
in mind.
– By 580 A.D. - Instruments of music were added to the church worship and
rejected.
• About 60 years later they were introduced again and gladly received.
• How error creeps in - It is a slow process but it comes.
•
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 150 AD One elder exalted above the others
(elder/bishop still one office)
 200 AD One Bishop per church overseeing
the eldership (elder/bishop two offices)
 250 AD One diocesan Bishop overseeing
other Bishops of other churches.
 300 AD One Metropolitan Bishop
overseeing other diocesan Bishops (Creeds
replace Bible)
 381 AD One Patriarch overseeing
Metropolitans (Man replaces Creeds)
4/5/2017

20

4/5/2017

21

Step #5
Arch Bishops –
Step #4
Diocesan Bishop
Step #3
Metropolitan
Bishops
Step #2
Elder – Bishop
distinction
Step #1
Presiding elder
4/5/2017 Original

588 – “Papa” John the Faster

Step #6
POPE –
Boniface III
606 AD
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Council of Nicea 325 A.D.
First Council of Constantinople 381 A.D.
Council of Ephesus 431 A.D.
Council of Chalcedon 451 A.D.
Second Council of Constantinople 553
A.D.
 Third Council of Constantinople 680 A.D.
 Second Council of Nicea 787 A.D.
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Use of Holy Water – 120
Sprinkling for Immersion – (250) – (1311)
Infant Baptism – (370) – (416)
Primacy of Peter
Celibacy – (313) - (1073)
Worship of Mary
The Latin Mass – 394
Forbidding to Eat
Purgatory – (220) – (1070)
Meats
Penance – (157) – (411)
Religious Holidays
Transubstantiation – 1000
Images
Indulgences – 1192
Inst. Music
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Elders
highest office
The gospel was
sufficient
Burial in water
essential Purity of life
necessary
Men became the standard
A Religious-Political organization
Worship became ritualistic
IT is A
institution
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 Next Generation
 Persecution
 Organizational Changes
 Changes In Doctrine
 No Longer The N.T. church
-
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