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Intro: 

Identifying and Correcting Sinful Attitudes 

A. James 3:13-18 (NKJV) - 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good 

conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have bitter envy and self- 

seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This wisdom does not descend from 

above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and 

every evil thing are there. 17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 

willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without hypocrisy. 

B. By Definition Attitude is: 

1. at·ti·tude: Function: noun Etymology: French, from Italian attitudine, literally, aptitude, from 

Late Latin aptitudin-, aptitudo fitness — more at aptitude Date: 1668 1: the arrangement of the 

parts of a body or figure : posture2: a position assumed for a specific purpose <a threatening 

attitude>3: a ballet position similar to the arabesque in which the raised leg is bent at the knee4 

a: a mental position with regard to a fact or state <a helpful attitude> b: a feeling or emotion 

toward a fact or state5: the position of an aircraft or spacecraft determined by the relationship 

between its axes and a reference datum (as the horizon or a particular star)6: an organismic state 

of readiness to respond in a characteristic way to a stimulus (as an object, concept, or situation)7 

a: a negative or hostile state of mind b: a cool, cocky, defiant, or arrogant manner. 

2. Thus attitude can be summed up as: One’s perception of something; This in turn, stimulates, and 

directs his/her reaction to, or interaction with it. Any attitude that negatively effects our 

relationship and service to God and with one another needs to be identified and corrected. 

C. There is a battle being waged in our heart – 1 Cor. 9:27 

1. 1 Corinthians 9:27 — 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest, when I have 

preached to others, I myself should become disqualified. 

a. Cherokee Story of TWO WOLVES - One evening an old Cherokee told his grandson about 

a battle that goes on inside people. He said, "My son, the battle is between two wolves 

inside us all. "One is Evil - It is anger, envy, jealousy, sorrow, regret, greed, arrogance, self- 

pity, guilt, resentment, inferiority, lies, false pride, superiority, and ego. The other is Good - 

It is joy, peace, love, hope, serenity, humility, kindness, benevolence, empathy, generosity, 

truth, compassion and faith." The grandson thought about it for a minute and then asked his 

grandfather: "Which wolf wins?" The old Cherokee simply replied, "The one you feed." 

2. The battle is between the flesh and spirit – Gal. 5:16,17 

a. Galatians 5:16-17 — 16 I say then: Walk in the Spirit, and you shall not fulfill the lust of 

the flesh.17 For the flesh lusts against the Spirit, and the Spirit against the flesh; and these 

are contrary to one another, so that you do not do the things that you wish. 

3. We need to “renew” our minds so that we see things the way that God sees them –Eph. 4:17-24; 

Rom 12:1,2; Phil. 2:1-10 

a. Ephesians 4:17-24 — 17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no 

longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind,18 having their 

understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that 

is in them, because of the blindness of their heart;19 who, being past feeling, have given 

themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness.20 But you have not 

so learned Christ,21 if indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth 

is in Jesus:22 that you put off, concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows 

corrupt according to the deceitful lusts,23 and be renewed in the spirit of your mind,24 and 

that you put on the new man which was created according to God, in true righteousness and 

holiness. 

b. Romans 12:1-2 - I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you present 



Page 2 of 7  

your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.2 

And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, 

that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 

c. Philippians 2:1-10 — Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, 

if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy,2 fulfill my joy by being like- 

minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done 

through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better 

than himself.4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the 

interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,6 who, being in 

the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God,7 but made Himself of no 

reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.8 And being 

found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of 

death, even the death of the cross.9 Therefore God also has highly exalted Him and given 

Him the name which is above every name,10 that at the name of Jesus every knee should 

bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of those under the earth,1
 

D. The longer I live, the more I realize the impact of attitude on life. 

1. Attitude, to me, is more important than facts. It is more important than the past, than education, 

than money, than circumstances, than failures, than successes, than what other people think or 

say or do. It is more important than appearance, giftedness or skill. It will make or break a 

company... a church... a home. The remarkable thing is we have a choice every day regarding 

the attitude we will embrace for that day. We cannot change our past... we cannot change the fact 

that people will act in a certain way. We cannot change the inevitable. The only thing we can do 

is play on the one string we have, and that is our attitude... I am convinced that life is 10% what 

happens to me and 90% how I react to it. And so it is with you... we are in charge of our 

attitudes. 

2. The importance of a “good” attitude – Prov. 4:23 

a. Proverbs 4:23 — 23 Keep your heart with all diligence, For out of it spring the issues of life. 
 

3. Our attitude is chosen – Prov. 23:19 

a. Proverbs 23:19 — 19 Hear, my son, and be wise; And guide your heart in the way. 

4. We cannot change the fact that bad things happen – that people will treat us badly – that we will 

face negative circumstances – (1 Cor. 10:13) 

a. 1 Corinthians 10:13 — 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to 

man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but 

with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it. 

5. But we can decide and determine how we view them and react – Matt. 5:12; Jam 1:2-6 

a. Matthew 5:12 — 12 “Rejoice and be exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, 

for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you. 

b. James 1:2-6 — 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,3 knowing 

that the testing of your faith produces patience.4 But let patience have its perfect work, that 

you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask 

of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him.6 But let 

him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and 

tossed by the wind. 
 

II. Ungodly or Godly? - How do you view God? 

A. Do we view God as the creator of all things – Acts 17:24-26 

1. Acts 17:24-26 — 24 “God, who made the world and everything in it, since He is Lord of heaven 
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and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands.25 “Nor is He worshiped with men’s 

hands, as though He needed anything, since He gives to all life, breath, and all things.26 “And 

He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell on all the face of the earth, and has 

determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of their dwellings, 

B. Do we seek after Him? – Acts 17:27,28; Isaiah 55:6,7; Mat 7:7,8;  

1. Acts 17:27-28 — 27 “so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for 

Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;28 “for in Him we live and move 

and have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 

2. Isaiah 55:6-7 — 6 Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is near. 7 

Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return to the 

Lord, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon. 

3. Matthew 7:7-8 --- 7 “Ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will 

be opened to you.8 “For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who 

knocks it will be opened. 

C. Do we see ourselves as being accountable to Him? – Acts 17:29-31; Prov 1:7;29 

1. Acts 17:29-31 — 29 “Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that 

the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising.30 

“Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to 

repent,31 “because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness 

by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from 

the dead.” 

2. Proverbs 1:7,29 — 7 The fear of the LORD is the beginning of knowledge, But fools despise 

wisdom and instruction. 

a. 29 Because they hated knowledge And did not choose the fear of the LORD, 

D. Do we will to do His will? – John 7:17; Rom 6:16,17 

1. John 7:17 — 17 “If anyone wants to do His will, he shall know concerning the doctrine, whether 

it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority. 
 

III. Pride or Humility? How do you view yourself? 

A. The proud will not seek after God and will be destroyed – Psalm 10:4; Prov. 11:2; 16:18; 26:12 

1. Psalm 10:4 — 4 The wicked in his proud countenance does not seek God; God is in none of his 

thoughts. 

2. Proverbs 11:2 — 2 When pride comes, then comes shame; But with the humble is wisdom. 

3. Proverbs 16:18 — 18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall. 

4. Proverbs 26:12 — 12 Do you see a man wise in his own eyes? There is more hope for a fool 

than for him. 

B. Pride brings strife and division – Rom. 12:3-5; 1 Cor. 1:10-13; 3:3,4 

1. Romans 12:3-5 — 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, 

not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt 

to each one a measure of faith.4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members 

do not have the same function,5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually 

members of one another. 

2. 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 — 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that you 

be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.11 For it has been 

declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are 

contentions among you.12 Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of 

Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.”13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for 
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you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul? 

3. 1 Corinthians 3:3-4 — 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and divisions 

among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men?4 For when one says, “I am of Paul,” 

and another, “I am of Apollos,” are you not carnal? 

C. Humility brings blessing – Matt. 5:3; 18:1-4; Psalm 34:18; Isa. 66:2 

1. Matthew 5:3 — 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 

2. Matthew 18:1-4 — At that time the disciples came to Jesus, saying, “Who then is greatest in the 

kingdom of heaven?”2 Then Jesus called a little child to Him, set him in the midst of them,3 and 

said, “Assuredly, I say to you, unless you are converted and become as little children, you will 

by no means enter the kingdom of heaven.4 “Therefore whoever humbles himself as this little 

child is the greatest in the kingdom of heaven. 

3. Psalm 34:18 — 18 The LORD is near to those who have a broken heart, And saves such as have 

a contrite spirit. 

4. Isaiah 66:2 — 2 For all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist,” Says the 

LORD. “But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who 

trembles at My word. 

D. Humility brings unity and peace – 1 Pet. 5:5-7; Phil. 2:1-8 

1. 1 Peter 5:5-7 — 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders. Yes, all of 

you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists the proud, But 

gives grace to the humble.” 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that 

He may exalt you in due time,7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you. 

2. Philippians 2:1-8 — Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if 

any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy,2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, 

having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done through selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.4 Let 

each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this 

mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider 

it robbery to be equal with God,7 but made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a 

bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men.8 And being found in appearance as a man, He 

humbled Himself and became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 
 

IV. Stubbornness or Meekness? How do you view authority? 

A. The difference between rebellion and submission – (The difference between King Saul and King 

David); 1 Sam. 15; 2 Sam. 12  

B. Determines HOW we receive God’s word – Acts 7:51-54; James 1:21; 1 Thes 2:13 

1. Acts 7:51-54 — 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist 

the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.52 “Which of the prophets did your fathers not 

persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One, of whom you now 

have become the betrayers and murderers,53 “who have received the law by the direction of 

angels and have not kept it.” 54 When they heard these things they were cut to the heart, and they 

gnashed at him with their teeth. 

2. James 1:21— 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with 

meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 

3. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 — 13 For this reason we also thank God without ceasing, because when 

you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed it not as the word of 

men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you who believe. 

C. We need to accept God’s dealings with us as just – Heb 12:3-11 

1. Hebrews 12:3-11 — 3 For consider  Him  who  endured such hostility from sinners    against 
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Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.4 You have not yet resisted to 

bloodshed, striving against sin.5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which speaks to you as 

to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the LORD, Nor be discouraged when you are 

rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the LORD loves He chastens, And scourges every son whom He 

receives.” 7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as with sons; for what son is there 

whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without chastening, of which all have become 

partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons.9 Furthermore, we have had human fathers who 

corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall we not much more readily be in subjection to the 

Father of spirits and live?10 For they indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, 

but He for our profit, that we may be partakers of His holiness.11 Now no chastening seems to 

be joyful for the present, but painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of 

righteousness to those who have been trained by it. 

D. Meekness is needed in all our dealings with one another – Eph. 4:1-3; Gal. 6:1; James 3:13-18 

1. Ephesians 4:1-3 — I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the 

calling with which you were called,2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, 

bearing with one another in love,3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of 

peace. 

2. Galatians 6:1 — Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are spiritual restore 

such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be tempted. 

3. James 3:13-18 — 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show by good 

conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom.14 But if you have bitter envy and 

self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth.15 This wisdom does not 

descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic.16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, 

confusion and every evil thing are there.17 But the wisdom that is from above is first pure, then 

peaceable, gentle, willing to yield, full of mercy and good fruits, without partiality and without 

hypocrisy.18 Now the fruit of righteousness is sown in peace by those who make peace. 
 

V. Doubt or Faith? - How do you view God’s Word? 

A. The difference between “disobedience” and “obedience”– Gen. 3:1-6; Heb. 11; James 2 

1. Genesis 3:1-6 — Now the serpent was more cunning than any beast of the field which the LORD 

God had made. And he said to the woman, “Has God indeed said, ‘You shall not eat of every tree 

of the garden’?”2 And the woman said to the serpent, “We may eat the fruit of the trees of the 

garden;3 “but of the fruit of the tree which is in the midst of the garden, God has said, ‘You shall 

not eat it, nor shall you touch it, lest you die.’ ”4 Then the serpent said to the woman, “You will 

not surely die.5 “For God knows that in the day you eat of it your eyes will be opened, and you 

will be like God, knowing good and evil.”6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for 

food, that it was pleasant to the eyes, and a tree desirable to make one wise, she took of its fruit 

and ate. She also gave to her husband with her, and he ate. 

B. The difference between “I can” and “I can’t”– Num. 13:27-14:10; Rom. 8:28,31; Phil. 4:13; Matt. 

21:21  

1. Romans 8:28,31 — 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love 

God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 31 What then shall we say to these 

things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 

2. Philippians 4:13 — 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me. 

3. Matthew 21:21 — 21 So Jesus answered and said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, if you have 

faith and do not doubt, you will not only do what was done to the fig tree, but also if you say to 

this mountain, ‘Be removed and be cast into the sea,’ it will be done. 

C. The difference between “anxiety” and “hope”– James 1:2-8; 1 Pet. 1:3-9; Matt. 6:25-32;   Phil. 
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4:6,7 

1. 1 Peter 1:3-9 — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His 

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ 

from the dead,4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, 

reserved in heaven for you,5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready 

to be revealed in the last time.6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need 

be, you have been grieved by various trials,7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more 

precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and 

glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not 

see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,9 receiving the end 

of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 

2. Matthew 6:25-32 — 25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry about your life, what you will eat 

or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on. Is not life more than food and 

the body more than clothing?26 “Look at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor 

gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they?27 

“Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature?28 “So why do you worry about 

clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin;29 “and yet 

I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these.30 “Now if God 

so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He 

not much more clothe you, O you of little faith?31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall 

we eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’32 “For after all these things the 

Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 

3. Philippians 4:6-7 — 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, 

with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;7 and the peace of God, which 

surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 
 

VI. Selfishness or Love? - How do you view others? 

A. The difference between “wanting to be served” and “serving others”– Matt. 20:25-28; Mark 12:29- 

31; John 14:15; 1 Cor. 13:1-8  

1. Matthew 20:25-28 — 25 But Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers 

of the Gentiles lord it over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them.26 “Yet 

it shall not be so among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your 

servant.27 “And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave—28 “just as the 

Son of Man did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 

2. Mark 12:29-31 — 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear, O 

Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one.30 ‘And you shall love the LORD your God with all 

your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first 

commandment.31 “And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 

There is no other commandment greater than these.” 

3. John 14:15 — 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments. 

4. 1 Corinthians 13:1-8 — Though I speak with the tongues of men and of angels, but have not 

love, I have become sounding brass or a clanging cymbal.2 And though I have the gift of 

prophecy, and understand all mysteries and all knowledge, and though I have all faith, so that I 

could remove mountains, but have not love, I am nothing.3 And though I bestow all my goods 

to feed the poor, and though I give my body to be burned, but have not love, it profits me 

nothing.4 Love suffers long and is kind; love does not envy; love does not parade itself, is not 

puffed up;5 does not behave rudely, does not seek its own, is not provoked, thinks no evil;6 does 

not rejoice in iniquity, but rejoices in the truth;7 bears all things, believes all things, hopes all 
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things, endures all things.8 Love never fails. But whether there are prophecies, they will fail; 

whether there are tongues, they will cease; whether there is knowledge, it will vanish away. 

B. Selfishness is the root of every sin and most problems in relationships – James 3:14-16; 4:1-3; Phil. 

2:1-5 

1. James 3:14-16 — 14 But if you have bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast 

and lie against the truth.15 This wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, 

demonic.16 For where envy and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there. 

2. James 4:1-3 — Where do wars and fights come from among you? Do they not come from your 

desires for pleasure that war in your members?2 You lust and do not have. You murder and 

covet and cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because you do not ask.3 You 

ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 

3. Philippians 2:1-5 — Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of love, if 

any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy,2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded, 

having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind.3 Let nothing be done through selfish 

ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself.4 Let 

each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this 

mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus, 
 

VII. Conclusion: 

A. What About Your Attitude?  How does your attitude effect your relationship with 

1. God, 

2. Your brethren, 

3. Your friends 

4. Your family? 

B. How would you describe your attitude? 

1. Godly or Ungodly? 

2. Proud or Humble? 

3. Stubborn or Meek? 

4. Doubting or Trusting 

5. Selfish or Loving 


