
HOW DO I KNOW WHAT MY PRIORITIES ARE? Matt. 6:19-21

Introduction:
A. Recognizing that Christianity is lived from Day to Day - as discussed in last weeks lesson - I ask this

question of myself - Do I really know what my daily PRIORITIES are -REALLY? 
B. Matthew 6:19-21 & 6:31-34 are keys verses to our understanding of this subject.

1. Matthew 6:19-21 - 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust
destroy and where thieves break in and steal;20 “but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.21 “For where your
treasure is, there your heart will be also.

2. Matthew 6:31-34 - 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What shall we
drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’32 “For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For your heavenly
Father knows that you need all these things.33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His
righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.34 “Therefore do not worry about
tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

C. How do I prioritize my life - between GOD; WORK; FAMILY; FRIENDS; LEISURE and THE
CHURCH.

D. It is essential that we take a close look at our own lives as did the Rich Young Ruler in Matthew 19:16-
22 - 16 Now behold, one came and said to Him, “Good Teacher, what good thing shall I do that I may
have eternal life?”17 So He said to him, “Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is,
God. But if you want to enter into life, keep the commandments.”18 He said to Him, “Which ones?”
Jesus said, “ ‘You shall not murder,’ ‘You shall not commit adultery,’ ‘You shall not steal,’ ‘You shall
not bear false witness,’19 ‘Honor your father and your mother,’ and, ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ ”20 The young man said to Him, “All these things I have kept from my youth. What do I still
lack?”21 Jesus said to him, “If you want to be perfect, go, sell what you have and give to the poor, and
you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me.”22 But when the young man heard that saying,
he went away sorrowful, for he had great possessions.
1. What he may have said about his values indicated one thing, His actions indicated another.

E. If we are not constantly careful, our list of priorities can become disordered.  
1. At such times, being honest enough to face the truth about the situation is not easy.  
2. When anyone asks what is most important to us, the tempting thing is to answer in terms of what

we know should be most important. 
a. Because we think we are moving more or less in the direction of putting first things first ("I plan

to pray and study my Bible more just as soon as I can get my schedule under control, etc."), we
may think that gives us the right to say the spiritual concerns are our top priority right now.  

3. But the Lord does not judge what our priorities are by listening to our theories.  He looks at our
practice.  
a. And if we do not somehow gather our courage and look, as He does, at what means the most

to us in actual fact -- and repent accordingly -- eternity holds no hope for us. 
b. Before it's too late to make any changes, we need to be asking ourselves some blunt questions

about what our priorities really are.

II. WHAT DO YOU THINK ABOUT?
A. Our true priorities are the things our minds are drawn to when they are "in neutral." When activities and

obligations do not require us to be thinking about anything in particular, our thoughts are attracted, like
things to a magnet, to our real enthusiasms. The person who finds that he meditates on God only when
he forces himself to do so is lying if he says the spiritual life is his overriding concern.

B. Our minds should be set upon spiritual things – Psa. 1:2; Col. 3:1,2;  Phil.. 4:8; Rom 8:5-9
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1. Psalm 1:2 - “But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And in His law he meditates day and night.”
2. Colossians 3:1-2 - If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above, where

Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on the
earth.

3. Philippians 4:8 - 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things are true, whatever things are noble, whatever
things are just, whatever things are pure, whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good
report, if there is any virtue and if there is anything praiseworthy— meditate on these things.

4. Romans 8:5-9 - 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things of the
flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.6 For to be carnally minded
is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.7 Because the carnal mind is enmity against
God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.8 So then, those who are in the flesh
cannot please God.9 But you are not in the flesh but in the Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells
in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of Christ, he is not His.

5. What do we think about when our minds are “in neutral?”- (Our thoughts, like magnets, are drawn
to our true priorities) –

III. WHAT DO WE TALK ABOUT MOST?
A. Is it God? The conversations we engage in arise quite naturally out of the things that are on our minds. 

If we have to admit that we rarely talk about the Lord except in connection with the services of the
church, that ought to tell us something.  And even if we do sometimes talk about spiritual matters, if
our acquaintances would have to say that our conversation gravitates more naturally and enthusiastically
toward other things, then there is serious doubt whether our ultimate priorities are really spiritual.

B. The conversations we engage in arise quite naturally out of the things that are on our minds - Matt
15:18; 12:37; Acts 4:20;  17:16,17
1. Matthew 15:18 - 18 “But those things which proceed out of the mouth come from the heart, and

they defile a man.
2. Matthew 12:37 - 37 “For by your words you will be justified, and by your words you will be

condemned.”
3. Acts 4:20 - 20 “For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”
4. Acts 17:16-17 - 16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was provoked within him

when he saw that the city was given over to idols.17 Therefore he reasoned in the synagogue with
the Jews and with the Gentile worshipers, and in the marketplace daily with those who happened
to be there.

5. To what do your conversations more naturally, and enthusiastically gravitate? 

IV. HOW DO WE SPEND OUT TIME?
A. Hardly anybody has as much "spare" time as he would like. But all of us have some, and the way we

spend it displays our priorities. I have known families, for example, who "vacationed" by traveling to
gospel meetings or Bible lectureships at congregations in distant states.  Judging from their use of time
that was theirs to do with as they pleased, one would tend to believe such folks if they said they loved
the Lord more than anything else. On the other hand, I have known folks who all their working lives
complained that they didn't have as much time as they wanted to do the Lord's work -- and then spent
virtually all of their retirement years in personal leisure, with perhaps less time devoted to the Lord than
before! The fact is, the way we spend our time speaks loudly regarding our values.

B. What will the spiritually minded person spend most of his time doing? – Psa. 1:1,2; 119:97; Acts 2:42-
46; 5:42; 17:11;  Rom 13:11-14; 1 Thess. 5:17
1. Psalm 1:1-2 - Blessed is the man  Who walks not in the counsel of the ungodly, Nor stands in the

path of sinners, Nor sits in the seat of the scornful; 2 But his delight is in the law of the LORD, And
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in His law he meditates day and night.
2. Psalm 119:97 - Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the day.
3. Acts 2:42-46 - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the

breaking of bread, and in prayers.43 Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs
were done through the apostles.44 Now all who believed were together, and had all things in
common,45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had
need.46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house,
they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,

4. Acts 5:42 - 42 And daily in the temple, and in every house, they did not cease teaching and
preaching Jesus as the Christ. 

5. Acts 17:11 - 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the
word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so.

6. Romans 13:11-14 - 11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of
sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.12 The night is far spent, the day
is at hand. Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light.13 Let
us walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in strife
and envy.14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to fulfill its lusts.

7. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 - 17 pray without ceasing,
8. The fact is, the way we spend our spare time speaks loudly regarding our values!

V. HOW DO WE SPEND OUR MONEY?
A. Money is tight these days – thus all the more need to prioritize the way we spend it.Do we find

ourselves giving to the Lord’s work FIRST and our wants with what is left? – (Mal. 1:6-8; 3:8-10; 1
Cor. 16:1,2; 2 Cor. 8:1-5)  Suppose a Bible class teacher recommended a $50 reference book that would
help us in our study of the Scriptures, but we said we couldn't afford it.  Suppose a preacher
recommended a $30 a year periodical that would help us grow spiritually, but we said it cost too much. 
If it was known that we sometimes spent that much on sporting events and recreational activities, that
it wasn't unusual for us to spend that much in a single evening at a restaurant, that we couldn't object
to spending that much on decorative home furnishings, etc., could anyone take seriously our claim that
the Lord is our uppermost concern?

B. Do we find ourselves giving to the Lord’s work FIRST and our wants with what is left? – (Mal. 1:6-8;
3:8-10; 1 Cor. 16:1,2; 2 Cor. 8:1-5)
1. Malachi 1:6-8 - 6 “A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am the Father, Where

is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts To you priests
who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your name?’ 7 “You offer
defiled food on My altar. But say, ‘In what way have we defiled You?’ By saying,  ‘The table of the
LORD is contemptible.’ 8 And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you
offer the lame and sick,  Is it not evil?  Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with
you?  Would he accept you favorably?” Says the LORD of hosts.

2. 1 Corinthians 16:1-2 - Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the
churches of Galatia, so you must do also:2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay
something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.

3. 2 Corinthians 8:1-5 - Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God bestowed on
the churches of Macedonia:2 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and their
deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.3 For I bear witness that according to their
ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing,4 imploring us with much urgency that
we would receive the gift and the fellowship of the ministering to the saints.5 And not only as we
had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.
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4. How much of our money do we spend on things that will help us grow spiritually?

VI. WHAT “GIVES WAY” WHEN WE FACE A CONFLICT IN PRIORITIES?
A. Of the many conflicts involving priorities, perhaps none are more annoying than "scheduling" conflicts. 

Unable to be two places at the same time, we very often have to sacrifice one activity for another. 
When that happens, if we subordinate the things of the Lord to worldly activities, we give the lie to our
professed priorities.  In the matter of sports, to take a familiar example, if we can manage it such that
our softball league and the services of the church hardly ever conflict, that is all well and good, but it
says relatively little about our priorities.  When the occasional conflict does arise, that is when we make
a statement about our priorities. The same is true of work.  If, on business trips, we've been willing to
violate our commitment to assemble with brethren at our travel destination, we may try to make it look
as if we chose between one thing that was "optional" and another that was not.  But, in truth, we've
simply demonstrated which of our various priorities we are willing to make the bigger sacrifice for. 
Indeed, it's when priorities collide that we learn the most about ourselves, our values, and whether the
Lord reigns within us or not.

B. Scheduling conflicts? – (Attendance, [Heb. 10:24,25]; Bible study, [2 Tim. 2:15]; Prayer [1 Thess.
5:17]; etc.)
1. Hebrews 10:24-25 - 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,25

not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

2. 2 Timothy 2:15 - 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

3. 1 Thessalonians 5:17 - 17 pray without ceasing,
4. When social activities conflict with spiritual activities – which do we choose?

VII. IF WE ASKED OTHERS - WHAT WOULD THEY SAY OUR PRIORITIES ARE?
A. Others may not know us as well as we know ourselves, but they are often more objective about what

they do know.   The neighbor who lives next door could probably sum up in a word of two what we are
really about.   Perhaps more than anybody, our children are able to cut through our preachments and tell
what actually matters most to us in the rough and tumble of daily living.

B. We do not live in a vacuum - Matt. 5:13-16; Phil. 2:15,16 
1. Matthew 5:13-16 - 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor, how shall it be

seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot by men.14 “You
are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden.15 “Nor do they light a lamp
and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who are in the house.16 “Let
your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and glorify your Father in
heaven.

2. Philippians 2:15-16 - 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without
fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the
world,16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day of Christ that I have not run
in vain or labored in vain.

3. Others may not know us as well as we know ourselves, but they are often more objective about what
they do know – (neighbors, friends, children, etc . . .)

VIII. Conclusion:
A. How then do I know -- in all honesty -- what my priorities are?  

1. What Do We Think About? 
2. What Do We Talk About Most? 
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3. How Do We Spend Our Time? 
4. How Do We Spend Our Money? 
5. What "Gives" When We Face A Conflict Of Priorities? 
6. What Would Others Say Our Priorities Are? 

B. By looking at what I am, in fact, doing with my life. 
1. Paul wrote: "To whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you

obey, whether of sin to death, or of obedience to righteousness" (Rom.  6:16). 
a. At least one thing would seem to be clear: I can't pour the first and the best of what I am into

pursuing what has euphemistically been called the American Dream and still turn around and
say I love the Lord with all my heart.  

b. I can't go "all out" for one thing and then truthfully claim that something else is more important. 
Jesus said: "No one can serve two masters...You cannot serve God and mammon" (Matt.  6:24).

c. Where my priorities are, there will my energy and enthusiasm be also!  ---- 

Lesson from An Article By Gary Henry - Reworked for Newton 2009
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