
"STUDIES IN THE MINOR PROPHETS" -- Focus On The Preacher Series - Lesson 10 - 
Obadiah - The Judgment Of Edom (1:1-21)

INTRODUCTION
A. The first of the "The Minor Prophets" we shall consider is Obadiah, whose book is the shortest of

all books in the Old Testament
1. A single chapter with 21 verses - short ans sweet yet packed with a wonderful message and many

applications for us today.
B. His name means "Servant of Yahweh (Jehovah)", and was quite common...-- which is exactly what

we are today - “servants of Christ in His Kingdom.”
1. Thirteen different people are called by this name in the Old Testament

a. Here Are Some Of The Thirteen Men With This Name - The Protector of the Prophets from
Jezebel - 1 Kings 18:3–19 (NKJV) — 3 And Ahab had called Obadiah, who was in charge
of his house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly. 4 For so it was, while Jezebel
massacred the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah had taken one hundred prophets and
hidden them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them with bread and water.) 5 And Ahab had said
to Obadiah, “Go into the land to all the springs of water and to all the brooks; perhaps we
may find grass to keep the horses and mules alive, so that we will not have to kill any
livestock.” 6 So they divided the land between them to explore it; Ahab went one way by
himself, and Obadiah went another way by himself. 7 Now as Obadiah was on his way,
suddenly Elijah met him; and he recognized him, and fell on his face, and said, “Is that you,
my lord Elijah?” 8 And he answered him, “It is I. Go, tell your master, ‘Elijah is here.’ ” 9
So he said, “How have I sinned, that you are delivering your servant into the hand of Ahab,
to kill me? 10 As the LORD your God lives, there is no nation or kingdom where my master
has not sent someone to hunt for you; and when they said, ‘He is not here,’ he took an oath
from the kingdom or nation that they could not find you. 11 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your
master, “Elijah is here” ’! 12 And it shall come to pass, as soon as I am gone from you, that
the Spirit of the LORD will carry you to a place I do not know; so when I go and tell Ahab,
and he cannot find you, he will kill me. But I your servant have feared the LORD from my
youth. 13 Was it not reported to my lord what I did when Jezebel killed the prophets of the
LORD, how I hid one hundred men of the LORD’s prophets, fifty to a cave, and fed them
with bread and water? 14 And now you say, ‘Go, tell your master, “Elijah is here.” ’ He will
kill me!” 15 Then Elijah said, “As the LORD of hosts lives, before whom I stand, I will
surely present myself to him today.” 16 So Obadiah went to meet Ahab, and told him; and
Ahab went to meet Elijah. 17 Then it happened, when Ahab saw Elijah, that Ahab said to
him, “Is that you, O troubler of Israel?” 18 And he answered, “I have not troubled Israel, but
you and your father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the LORD
and have followed the Baals. 19 Now therefore, send and gather all Israel to me on Mount
Carmel, the four hundred and fifty prophets of Baal, and the four hundred prophets of
Asherah, who eat at Jezebel’s table.”

b. One of David's mighty men of valor - 1 Chronicles 12:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 Some Gadites
joined David at the stronghold in the wilderness, mighty men of valor, men trained for battle,
who could handle shield and spear, whose faces were like the faces of lions, and were as
swift as gazelles on the mountains: 9 Ezer first, Obadiah the second, Eliab the third,

c. One of the teachers of Judah under Jehoshaphat -2 Chronicles 17:3–7 (NKJV) — 3 Now the
LORD was with Jehoshaphat, because he walked in the former ways of his father David; he
did not seek the Baals, 4 but sought the God of his father, and walked in His commandments
and not according to the acts of Israel. 5 Therefore the LORD established the kingdom in his
hand; and all Judah gave presents to Jehoshaphat, and he had riches and honor in abundance.
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6 And his heart took delight in the ways of the LORD; moreover he removed the high places
and wooden images from Judah. 7 Also in the third year of his reign he sent his leaders,
Ben-Hail, Obadiah, Zechariah, Nethanel, and Michaiah, to teach in the cities of Judah. 
(1) The Obadiah sent by Jehoshaphat to teach the law in Judah - 2Chron 17:7

d. Levite overseer rebuilding the temple under Josiah - 2 Chronicles 34:11–12 (NKJV) — 11
They gave it to the craftsmen and builders to buy hewn stone and timber for beams, and to
floor the houses which the kings of Judah had destroyed. 12 And the men did the work
faithfully. Their overseers were Jahath and Obadiah the Levites, of the sons of Merari, and
Zechariah and Meshullam, of the sons of the Kohathites, to supervise. Others of the Levites,
all of whom were skillful with instruments of music,
(1) The Obadiah who was one of the overseers in repairing the temple under Josiah -

2Chron 34:12
e. A returning exile from Babylonian captivity  Ezra 7:11-12; 8:9

(1) Ezra 7:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 This is a copy of the letter that King Artaxerxes gave Ezra
the priest, the scribe, expert in the words of the commandments of the LORD, and of His
statutes to Israel: 12 Artaxerxes, king of kings, To Ezra the priest, a scribe of the Law of
the God of heaven: Perfect peace, and so forth.

(2) Ezra 8:9 (NKJV) — 9 of the sons of Joab, Obadiah the son of Jehiel, and with him two
hundred and eighteen males;

f. A signer of the covenant of faithfulness after Persian rule - Neh. 10:1-5
(1) Nehemiah 10:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Now those who placed their seal on the document were:

Nehemiah the governor, the son of Hacaliah, and Zedekiah, 2 Seraiah, Azariah, Jeremiah,
3 Pashhur, Amariah, Malchijah, 4 Hattush, Shebaniah, Malluch, 5 Harim, Meremoth,
Obadiah,

g. Obadiah the Prophet - Someone completely different from those mentioned above?
2. Scholars Cannot Positively Identify The Prophet's Identity
3. One Jewish tradition identifies him as the one who was Ahab's steward

a. Who hid 100 prophets from Jezebel, Ahab's wife - 1Kings 18:3-4
(1) 1 Kings 18:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 And Ahab had called Obadiah, who was in charge of his

house. (Now Obadiah feared the LORD greatly. 4 For so it was, while Jezebel massacred
the prophets of the LORD, that Obadiah had taken one hundred prophets and hidden
them, fifty to a cave, and had fed them with bread and water.)

b. Who feared the Lord from his youth -1 Kings 18:12 (NKJV) — 12 And it shall come to pass,
as soon as I am gone from you, that the Spirit of the LORD will carry you to a place I do not
know; so when I go and tell Ahab, and he cannot find you, he will kill me. But I your servant
have feared the LORD from my youth.

4. Whoever this Obadiah was, his message contains valuable lessons for us today
C. Before looking at the message of the book itself, let's consider some important observations, which

may also rule out many of the afore mentioned men as being the writer.

II. BACKGROUND INFORMATION OF THE BOOK ITSELF
A. THE DATE... Two dates are often proposed: 845 B.C. and 586 B.C.

1. The prophet refers to an attack on Jerusalem; commentators offer these two possibilities:
a. The days of Jehoram (848-844 B.C.), when Philistines and Arabians attacked the city - 2

Chronicles 21:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 In his days Edom revolted against Judah’s authority, and
made a king over themselves. 9 So Jehoram went out with his officers, and all his chariots
with him. And he rose by night and attacked the Edomites who had surrounded him and the
captains of the chariots. 10 Thus Edom has been in revolt against Judah’s authority to this
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day. At that time Libnah revolted against his rule, because he had forsaken the LORD God
of his fathers.

b. 2 Chronicles 21:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 Moreover the LORD stirred up against Jehoram the
spirit of the Philistines and the Arabians who were near the Ethiopians. 17 And they came
up into Judah and invaded it, and carried away all the possessions that were found in the
king’s house, and also his sons and his wives, so that there was not a son left to him except
Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons.

2. Ahab's son in law Jehoram became King -2 Chronicles 21:4–6 (NKJV) — 4 Now when
Jehoram was established over the kingdom of his father, he strengthened himself and killed all
his brothers with the sword, and also others of the princes of Israel. 5 Jehoram was thirty-two
years old when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 6 And he walked in the
way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for he had the daughter of Ahab
as a wife; and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.
a. There are two King Jehorams (AKA Joram)

(1) Judah's King Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat - He killed all his brothers to solidify his
rule - 2 Chronicles 21:4–6 (NKJV) — 4 Now when Jehoram was established over the
kingdom of his father, he strengthened himself and killed all his brothers with the sword,
and also others of the princes of Israel. 5 Jehoram was thirty-two years old when he
became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem. 6 And he walked in the way of the
kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for he had the daughter of Ahab as
a wife; and he did evil in the sight of the LORD.
(a) Also the son in law of King Ahab of Israel
(b) Who walked like the kings of Israel

(2) Israel's King Jehoram son of Ahab - 2 Kings 3:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Now Jehoram the son
of Ahab became king over Israel at Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king
of Judah, and reigned twelve years. 2 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, but not
like his father and mother; for he put away the sacred pillar of Baal that his father had
made. 3 Nevertheless he persisted in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had
made Israel sin; he did not depart from them.
(a) Became king in the 18th year of Jehoshaphat

i) He was a nominally good king
a) He put away the sacred pillars of Baal
b) Which his father, Ahab, made
c) His mother instituted Baal worship\

(b) Yet did evil in the sight of the Lord
i) Not as bad as his mother and father
ii) But, He clung to the sins of Jeroboam of Nebat

(3) Both kings reigned at about the same time
(a) Remember Judah and Israel are all related 

i) This can become quite confusing fast
b. Edom Rebelled against Judah - 2 Chronicles 21:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 In his days Edom

revolted against Judah’s authority, and made a king over themselves. 9 So Jehoram went out
with his officers, and all his chariots with him. And he rose by night and attacked the
Edomites who had surrounded him and the captains of the chariots. 10 Thus Edom has been
in revolt against Judah’s authority to this day. At that time Libnah revolted against his rule,
because he had forsaken the LORD God of his fathers. 

(a) United with Libnah they surrounded Judah
(b) Threw off the rule of Judah   ISBE Page 2174 - They gave what help they could to
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Nebuchadnezzar, and exulted in the destruction of Jerusalem, stirring the bitterest
indignation in the hearts of the Jews (?Lamentations 4:21?; ?Ezekiel 25:12?; ?35:3?
ff; ?Obidiah 1:10? ff). The Edomites pressed into the now empty lands in the South
of Judah. In 300 BC Mt. Seir with its capital Petra fell into the hands of the
Nabateans.

(c) IDUMAEA AND THE IDUMEANS: - West of the `Arabah the country they
occupied came to be known by the Greek name Idumaea, and the people as
Idumeans. Hebron, their chief city, was taken by Judas Maccabeus in 165 BC (?1
Macc 4:29?, ?61?; ?5:65?). In 126 BC the country was subdued by John Hyrcanus,
who compelled the people to become Jews and to submit to circumcision. Antipater,
governor of Idumaea, was made procurator of Judea, Samaria and Galilee by Julius
Caesar. He paved the way to the throne for his son Herod the Great. With the fall of
Judah under the Romans, Idumaea disappears from history.The names of several
Edomite deities are known: Hadad, Qaus, Koze, and, possibly, Edom; but of the
religion of Edom we are without information. The language differed little from
Hebrew. — W. Ewing - Orr, J., M.A., D.D. (1999). The International standard
Bible encyclopedia  : 1915 edition (J. Orr, Ed.). Albany, OR: Ages Software

c. It was in this context of Edom's rebellion 
(1) Philistines and Arabs invaded Judah -2 Chronicles 21:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 Moreover

the LORD stirred up against Jehoram the spirit of the Philistines and the Arabians who
were near the Ethiopians. 17 And they came up into Judah and invaded it, and carried
away all the possessions that were found in the king’s house, and also his sons and his
wives, so that there was not a son left to him except Jehoahaz, the youngest of his sons.

3. And The other dating with the destruction of Jerusalem by the Babylonians (586 B.C.)
(1) Edom's sins would be exposed - Lamentations 4:21–22 (NKJV) — 21 Rejoice and be

glad, O daughter of Edom, You who dwell in the land of Uz! The cup shall also pass over
to you And you shall become drunk and make yourself naked. 22 The punishment of your
iniquity is accomplished, O daughter of Zion; He will no longer send you into captivity.
He will punish your iniquity, O daughter of Edom; He will uncover your sins!

(2) Edom took vengeance against Israel - Ezekiel 25:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 ‘Thus says the
Lord GOD: “Because of what Edom did against the house of Judah by taking vengeance,
and has greatly offended by avenging itself on them,” 13 therefore thus says the Lord
GOD: “I will also stretch out My hand against Edom, cut off man and beast from it, and
make it desolate from Teman; Dedan shall fall by the sword. 14 I will lay My vengeance
on Edom by the hand of My people Israel, that they may do in Edom according to My
anger and according to My fury; and they shall know My vengeance,” says the Lord
GOD.

(3) Their everlasting enmity against Israel - Ezek. 35:1-15
(a) Ezekiel 35:1–15 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover the word of the LORD came to me, saying,

2 “Son of man, set your face against Mount Seir and prophesy against it, 3 and say
to it, ‘Thus says the Lord GOD: “Behold, O Mount Seir, I am against you; I will
stretch out My hand against you, And make you most desolate; 4 I shall lay your
cities waste, And you shall be desolate. Then you shall know that I am the LORD. 5
“Because you have had an ancient hatred, and have shed the blood of the children of
Israel by the power of the sword at the time of their calamity, when their iniquity
came to an end, 6 therefore, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “I will prepare you for
blood, and blood shall pursue you; since you have not hated blood, therefore blood
shall pursue you. 7 Thus I will make Mount Seir most desolate, and cut off from it
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the one who leaves and the one who returns. 8 And I will fill its mountains with the
slain; on your hills and in your valleys and in all your ravines those who are slain by
the sword shall fall. 9 I will make you perpetually desolate, and your cities shall be
uninhabited; then you shall know that I am the LORD. 10 “Because you have said,
‘These two nations and these two countries shall be mine, and we will possess them,’
although the LORD was there, 11 therefore, as I live,” says the Lord GOD, “I will do
according to your anger and according to the envy which you showed in your hatred
against them; and I will make Myself known among them when I judge you. 12 Then
you shall know that I am the LORD. I have heard all your blasphemies which you
have spoken against the mountains of Israel, saying, ‘They are desolate; they are
given to us to consume.’ 13 Thus with your mouth you have boasted against Me and
multiplied your words against Me; I have heard them.” 14 ‘Thus says the Lord GOD:
“The whole earth will rejoice when I make you desolate. 15 As you rejoiced because
the inheritance of the house of Israel was desolate, so I will do to you; you shall be
desolate, O Mount Seir, as well as all of Edom—all of it! Then they shall know that
I am the LORD.” ’

(4) Edom's desire to destroy Israel - Psalm 137:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Remember, O LORD,
against the sons of Edom The day of Jerusalem, Who said, “Raze it, raze it, To its very
foundation!” 8 O daughter of Babylon, who are to be destroyed, Happy the one who
repays you as you have served us! 9 Happy the one who takes and dashes Your little ones
against the rock!

(5) For her actions, the Lord hated Edom - Malachi 1:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 But Esau I have
hated, And laid waste his mountains and his heritage For the jackals of the wilderness.”
4 Even though Edom has said, “We have been impoverished, But we will return and
build the desolate places,” Thus says the LORD of hosts: “They may build, but I will
throw down; They shall be called the Territory of Wickedness, And the people against
whom the LORD will have indignation forever.

4. The internal evidence appears to support the early date of 845 B.C. (Keil & Deleight, Hailey)
a. The language of Obadiah is much different from Jeremiah

(1) Jerusalem is seen as destroyed in - Obadiah 11–12 (NKJV) — 11 In the day that you
stood on the other side— In the day that strangers carried captive his forces, When
foreigners entered his gates And cast lots for Jerusalem— Even you were as one of them.
12 “But you should not have gazed on the day of your brother In the day of his captivity;
Nor should you have rejoiced over the children of Judah In the day of their destruction;
Nor should you have spoken proudly In the day of distress.
(a) But there is no mention of the temple destruction
(b) No mention of captives taken off
(c) Jerusalem still appears to be occupied

(2) Another early prophet denounces her cruelty - Joel 3:19 (NKJV) — 19 “Egypt shall be
a desolation, And Edom a desolate wilderness, Because of violence against the people
of Judah, For they have shed innocent blood in their land.

b. So with the absence of mention of the destruction of the temple, the deportation to Babylon,
the remnant who went to Egypt

5. -- I accept the early date, that this book was written was around 845 B.C.
B. THE MESSAGE...I find this very interesting in that we immediately see that God’s righteousness

and justice is intended for all nations ---- not just His people, however for the Christian today pay
close attention to what Obadiah says - This is WHAT WE WANT TO FOCUS on - What was the
Tone, the Urgency, the circumstance, the plea, actions that God was going to take and the end result..
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1. The fall or Destruction Of Edom — Obadiah 1–16 (NKJV) — 1 The vision of Obadiah. Thus
says the Lord GOD concerning Edom (We have heard a report from the LORD, And a messenger
has been sent among the nations, saying, “Arise, and let us rise up against her for battle”): 2
“Behold, I will make you small among the nations; You shall be greatly despised. 3 The pride
of your heart has deceived you, You who dwell in the clefts of the rock, Whose habitation is
high; You who say in your heart, ‘Who will bring me down to the ground?’ 4 Though you ascend
as high as the eagle, And though you set your nest among the stars, From there I will bring you
down,” says the LORD. 5 “If thieves had come to you, If robbers by night— Oh, how you will
be cut off!— Would they not have stolen till they had enough? If grape-gatherers had come to
you, Would they not have left some gleanings? 6 “Oh, how Esau shall be searched out! How his
hidden treasures shall be sought after! 7 All the men in your confederacy Shall force you to the
border; The men at peace with you Shall deceive you and prevail against you. Those who eat
your bread shall lay a trap for you. No one is aware of it. 8 “Will I not in that day,” says the
LORD, “Even destroy the wise men from Edom, And understanding from the mountains of
Esau? 9 Then your mighty men, O Teman, shall be dismayed, To the end that everyone from the
mountains of Esau May be cut off by slaughter. 10 “For violence against your brother Jacob,
Shame shall cover you, And you shall be cut off forever. 11 In the day that you stood on the other
side— In the day that strangers carried captive his forces, When foreigners entered his gates And
cast lots for Jerusalem— Even you were as one of them. 12 “But you should not have gazed on
the day of your brother In the day of his captivity; Nor should you have rejoiced over the children
of Judah In the day of their destruction; Nor should you have spoken proudly In the day of
distress. 13 You should not have entered the gate of My people In the day of their calamity.
Indeed, you should not have gazed on their affliction In the day of their calamity, Nor laid hands
on their substance In the day of their calamity. 14 You should not have stood at the crossroads
To cut off those among them who escaped; Nor should you have delivered up those among them
who remained In the day of distress. 15 “For the day of the LORD upon all the nations is near;
As you have done, it shall be done to you; Your reprisal shall return upon your own head. 16 For
as you drank on My holy mountain, So shall all the nations drink continually; Yes, they shall
drink, and swallow, And they shall be as though they had never been.
a. Because of their arrogant heart against her brother Vs.3
b. Esau would be ransacked  Vs. 6
c. Because of her violence to Jacob  Vs. 10
d. There will be no survivors of Edom  Vs 16

(1) Because of pride
(2) And cruelty against Israel, their cousins

2. The exaltation of Zion - Exaltation Of Israel - Obadiah 17–21 (NKJV) — 17 “But on Mount
Zion there shall be deliverance, And there shall be holiness; The house of Jacob shall possess
their possessions. 18 The house of Jacob shall be a fire, And the house of Joseph a flame; But
the house of Esau shall be stubble; They shall kindle them and devour them, And no survivor
shall remain of the house of Esau,” For the LORD has spoken. 19 The South shall possess the
mountains of Esau, And the Lowland shall possess Philistia. They shall possess the fields of
Ephraim And the fields of Samaria. Benjamin shall possess Gilead. 20 And the captives of this
host of the children of Israel Shall possess the land of the Canaanites As far as Zarephath. The
captives of Jerusalem who are in Sepharad Shall possess the cities of the South. 21 Then saviors
shall come to Mount Zion To judge the mountains of Esau, And the kingdom shall be the
LORD’s.
a. When Seir, the Edomite counterpart of Zion, it will be cast down
b. The rescued of Israel will be in Zion, for in it the redeemed shall be found
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(1) The rescue of both Israel and Edom is in Zion
(2) Only in Zion will redemption be found

c. During this divine judgment the means of escape is in Zion
(1) Only the faithful will be spared

C. THE HISTORY OF EDOM...
1. The people of Edom descended from Esau, Jacob's twin brother

a. There was sibling rivalry between Edom and Israel, found first in Esau and Jacob
b. The twins struggled in their mother's womb - Gen 25:22-26

(1) Genesis 25:22–26 (NKJV) — 22 But the children struggled together within her; and she
said, “If all is well, why am I like this?” So she went to inquire of the LORD. 23 And the
LORD said to her: “Two nations are in your womb, Two peoples shall be separated from
your body; One people shall be stronger than the other, And the older shall serve the
younger.” 24 So when her days were fulfilled for her to give birth, indeed there were
twins in her womb. 25 And the first came out red. He was like a hairy garment all over;
so they called his name Esau. 26 Afterward his brother came out, and his hand took hold
of Esau’s heel; so his name was called Jacob. Isaac was sixty years old when she bore
them.

c. Esau sold his birthright to Jacob - Gen 25:27-34
(1) Genesis 25:27–34 (NKJV) — 27 So the boys grew. And Esau was a skillful hunter, a

man of the field; but Jacob was a mild man, dwelling in tents. 28 And Isaac loved Esau
because he ate of his game, but Rebekah loved Jacob. 29 Now Jacob cooked a stew; and
Esau came in from the field, and he was weary. 30 And Esau said to Jacob, “Please feed
me with that same red stew, for I am weary.” Therefore his name was called Edom. 31
But Jacob said, “Sell me your birthright as of this day.” 32 And Esau said, “Look, I am
about to die; so what is this birthright to me?” 33 Then Jacob said, “Swear to me as of
this day.” So he swore to him, and sold his birthright to Jacob. 34 And Jacob gave Esau
bread and stew of lentils; then he ate and drank, arose, and went his way. Thus Esau
despised his birthright.

d. Jacob stole (ie in the deceit) Esau's blessing as the firstborn - Gen 27
2. While Jacob and Esau eventually reconciled (Gen 32-33), their descendants were often at odds

with one another
a. In the Exodus, Edom refused Israel passage through their land - Num 20:14-21

(1) Numbers 20:14–21 (NKJV) — 14 Now Moses sent messengers from Kadesh to the king
of Edom. “Thus says your brother Israel: ‘You know all the hardship that has befallen us,
15 how our fathers went down to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a long time, and the
Egyptians afflicted us and our fathers. 16 When we cried out to the LORD, He heard our
voice and sent the Angel and brought us up out of Egypt; now here we are in Kadesh, a
city on the edge of your border. 17 Please let us pass through your country. We will not
pass through fields or vineyards, nor will we drink water from wells; we will go along
the King’s Highway; we will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have
passed through your territory.’ ” 18 Then Edom said to him, “You shall not pass through
my land, lest I come out against you with the sword.” 19 So the children of Israel said to
him, “We will go by the Highway, and if I or my livestock drink any of your water, then
I will pay for it; let me only pass through on foot, nothing more.” 20 Then he said, “You
shall not pass through.” So Edom came out against them with many men and with a
strong hand. 21 Thus Edom refused to give Israel passage through his territory; so Israel
turned away from him.

b. Edom was finally subjected by David -2 Samuel 8:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 And David made
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himself a name when he returned from killing eighteen thousand Syrians in the Valley of
Salt. 14 He also put garrisons in Edom; throughout all Edom he put garrisons, and all the
Edomites became David’s servants. And the LORD preserved David wherever he went.

c. During the reign of Jehoram, Edom revolted - 2 Kings 8:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 In his days
Edom revolted against Judah’s authority, and made a king over themselves. 21 So Joram
went to Zair, and all his chariots with him. Then he rose by night and attacked the Edomites
who had surrounded him and the captains of the chariots; and the troops fled to their tents.
22 Thus Edom has been in revolt against Judah’s authority to this day. And Libnah revolted
at that time.

3. Located south of the Dead Sea, they built their cities in the cliffs and thought themselves
impregnable
a. After the prophecy of Obadiah...

(1) The Edomites were overcome by the Nabataeans, forced to settle south of Judah
b. Around 100 B.C., they were conquered by John Hyrcanus of the Maccabees

(1) Who forced many of them to be circumcised and accept the Law
(2) As such, many became nominal Jewish proselytes (Herod the Great was one)

c. By 100 A.D., Edom as a race and nation had become lost to history
D. [With this background, let's now note the message and prophecy of Obadiah, with the aid of the

following...]

III. OUTLINE OF THE BOOK
A. THE COMING JUDGMENT ON EDOM (1-9)

1. The decree has gone forth to the nations (vrs 1)
2. Deceived by pride in her location, Edom will be brought down (vrs 2-4)
3. Destruction will be complete (vrs 5-6)
4. Edom will be betrayed by allies (vrs 7)
5. Not even wisdom and might can save them (vrs 8-9)

B. THE REASON FOR JUDGMENT ON EDOM (10-16)
1. For violence and unbrotherly conduct toward Jacob (vrs 10-11)
2. A rebuke against such conduct (vrs 12-14)
3. Therefore the "Day of the Lord" for them will mean receiving the same sort of treatment! (Vrs

15-16)
C. THE EXALTATION OF ISRAEL OVER EDOM (17-21)

1. Deliverance and holiness will be found on Mt. Zion, not Mt. Seir (the prominent mountain in
Edom)! (vrs 17a)

2. The house of Jacob shall consume the house of Esau (vrs 17b-18)
3. The children of Israel will possess Edom and surrounding nations (vrs 19-20)
4. The ultimate rule will be that of the Lord's (vrs 21)

D. [With this brief perusal of Obadiah's "vision" concerning Edom ----, here are some thoughts
regarding...]

IV. THE FULFILLMENT OF THE PROPHECY
A. ITS IMMEDIATE FULFILLMENT...

1. Edom's destruction began with the Babylonian invasion under Nebuchadnezzar (ca. 600 B.C.)
a. It continued into the fourth century B.C. with the invasion of the Arabs known as the

Nabataeans, forcing them to a region south of Judah
2. In the second century B.C., the Maccabees brought them under subjection when Judas

Maccabeus slew twenty thousand of them
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a. John Hyrcanus (134-104 B.C.) forced the remnant to accept circumcision and the Law
B. ITS ULTIMATE FULFILLMENT...

1. May likely have been with the coming of the Messiah (Jesus Christ)!
a. For with His coming, and the establishment of the spiritual kingdom beginning in

Jerusalem...
b. Deliverance and holiness did come from Mt. Zion (i.e. Jerusalem)! - Lk 24:47

(1) Luke 24:47 (NKJV) — 47 and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached
in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem.

c. The kingdom (rule) is the Lord's! - cf. Lk 1:31-34; Mt 28:18; 1Pet 3:22; Rev 1:5
(1) Luke 1:31–34 (NKJV) — 31 And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bring

forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great, and will be called the
Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David. 33
And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His kingdom there will be no
end.” 34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I do not know a man?”

(2) Matthew 28:18 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

(3) 1 Peter 3:22 (NKJV) — 22 who has gone into heaven and is at the right hand of God,
angels and authorities and powers having been made subject to Him.

(4) Revelation 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn
from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and
washed us from our sins in His own blood,

2. The house of Jacob (i.e., the true spiritual Israel) did possess Edom as the Gentiles among them
became Christians! - cf. Rom 11:13-18  (NKJV) — 13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch
as I am an apostle to the Gentiles, I magnify my ministry, 14 if by any means I may provoke to
jealousy those who are my flesh and save some of them. 15 For if their being cast away is the
reconciling of the world, what will their acceptance be but life from the dead? 16 For if the
firstfruit is holy, the lump is also holy; and if the root is holy, so are the branches. 17 And if some
of the branches were broken off, and you, being a wild olive tree, were grafted in among them,
and with them became a partaker of the root and fatness of the olive tree, 18 do not boast against
the branches. But if you do boast, remember that you do not support the root, but the root
supports you. ---- (where faithful Gentiles are spoken as being grafted into the stock of Israel)
a. As support for this interpretation, consider:

(1) The prophecy of Balaam - Num 24:15-19
(a) Numbers 24:15–19 (NKJV) — 15 So he took up his oracle and said: “The utterance

of Balaam the son of Beor, And the utterance of the man whose eyes are opened; 16
The utterance of him who hears the words of God, And has the knowledge of the
Most High, Who sees the vision of the Almighty, Who falls down, with eyes wide
open: 17 “I see Him, but not now; I behold Him, but not near; A Star shall come out
of Jacob; A Scepter shall rise out of Israel, And batter the brow of Moab, And destroy
all the sons of tumult. 18 “And Edom shall be a possession; Seir also, his enemies,
shall be a possession, While Israel does valiantly. 19 Out of Jacob One shall have
dominion, And destroy the remains of the city.”

(2) Which foretells how "A Star shall come out of Jacob, A Scepter shall rise out of Israel"
(the Messiah?)

(3) And how Edom will become a possession
b. The prophecy of Amos -Amos 9:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 “On that day I will raise up The

tabernacle of David, which has fallen down, And repair its damages; I will raise up its ruins,
And rebuild it as in the days of old; 12 That they may possess the remnant of Edom, And all
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the Gentiles who are called by My name,” Says the LORD who does this thing.
(1) The application by James at the council in Jerusalem - Acts 15:13-17

(a) Acts 15:13–17 (NKJV) — 13 And after they had become silent, James answered,
saying, “Men and brethren, listen to me: 14 Simon has declared how God at the first
visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people for His name. 15 And with this the
words of the prophets agree, just as it is written: 16 ‘After this I will return And will
rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down; I will rebuild its ruins, And
I will set it up; 17 So that the rest of mankind may seek the LORD, Even all the
Gentiles who are called by My name, Says the LORD who does all these things.’

(2) Who understood the conversion of the Gentiles to be a fulfillment of Amos
C. Therefore the fulfillment is figurative, not literal, as Gentiles become Christians

1. [Finally, a few thoughts about some...]

V. LESSONS FROM THE BOOK OF OBADIAH
A. "PRIDE GOES BEFORE DESTRUCTION..." -Proverbs 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 Pride goes before

destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.
1. Pride leads to vanity and a sense of independence from God
2. Just as Edom took pride in their geographical location, allies, wisdom and might

a. Such arrogance God will punish - cf. Isaiah 13:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Behold, the day of the
LORD comes, Cruel, with both wrath and fierce anger, To lay the land desolate; And He will
destroy its sinners from it. 10 For the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not give
their light; The sun will be darkened in its going forth, And the moon will not cause its light
to shine. 11 “I will punish the world for its evil, And the wicked for their iniquity; I will halt
the arrogance of the proud, And will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.

b. -- Are we on guard against such pride?
B. DO NOT MISTREAT YOUR BRETHREN...

1. This was Edom's guilt also (10)
a. How we treat our brethren affects our relationship with the Lord - cf.1 Corinthians 8:12

(NKJV) — 12 But when you thus sin against the brethren, and wound their weak conscience,
you sin against Christ.

b. -- Are we careful about our dealings with our brethren?
C. "DO NOT REJOICE WHEN YOUR ENEMY FALLS..." - Proverbs 24:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 Do

not rejoice when your enemy falls, And do not let your heart be glad when he stumbles; 18 Lest the
LORD see it, and it displease Him, And He turn away His wrath from him.
1. This Edom did when Judah was plundered (12)
2. This sort of gloating is displeasing to God!

a. -- Do we rejoice when our enemy falls?
D. IN TIME OF DIVINE JUDGMENT, GOD PROVIDES A MEANS AND PLACE OF ESCAPE FOR

THOSE WHO TURN TO HIM...
1. Note again verse 17, where Mount Zion would become a place of deliverance

a. Today, spiritual Mount Zion is a place to which we can turn - cf. Heb 12:22-24
(1) Hebrews 12:22–24 (NKJV) — 22 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of

the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, 23 to the
general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the
Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect, 24 to Jesus the Mediator of the new
covenant, and to the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel.

b. It is a place where we can find:
(1) "the city of the living God"
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(2) "the heavenly Jerusalem"
(3) "an innumerable company of angels"
(4) "the firstborn registered in heaven"
(5) "God the Judge of all"
(6) "the spirits of just men made perfect"
(7) "Jesus the Mediator of the new covenant"
(8) "the blood of sprinkling that speaks better things than that of Abel"

2. -- Of course, this is what we come to as we obey the gospel of Christ!

VI. IN CONCLUSION
A. With this brief look at "The Book Of Obadiah", we have seen that...

1. The prophets were not limited in their prophecies to just the nation of Israel
2. God held the heathen nations accountable for their actions

B. While it was written primarily to comfort the Israelites in Obadiah's day, there are lessons to be
gleaned for us as well
1. The message of hope may have had its ultimate fulfillment in what we can enjoy ourselves today,

in the person and work of Jesus!
2. In verse 15, we find the expression "the day of the Lord"...

a. An expression often used by the prophets referring to God's judgment upon the nations
b. The particular "day of the Lord" of which Obadiah wrote was "near", and was fulfilled with

the destruction of Edom
3. But there is another "day of the Lord" yet to come...!

a. Of which God's judgments upon the nations were only a shadow, a type
b. Peter writes of that day, in which the whole world will be judged - 2 Peter 3:7–13 (NKJV)

— 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the same word, are reserved
for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men. 8 But, beloved, do not forget
this one thing, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one
day. 9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is
longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to
repentance. 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens
will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth
and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will be
dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking
for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be
dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we,
according to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness
dwells.

C. Are we ready for that "day of the Lord"? 
1. Or do we in our arrogance take pride in our wisdom, might, or position in life? 
2. If so, "the pride of your heart has deceived you" (3). How much better to humbly recognize that...

a. "...on Mount Zion there shall be deliverance, and there shall be holiness;" (Obed 1:17)
D. Have you come to Mount Zion, and to Jesus the Mediator of the New Covenant?

Original Outline from Mark Copeland - Executable Outlines - Modified and Adapted for the series on Focus
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