
Focus on the Preacher Series - Lesson # 11-13 - Expository Studies in the Minor Prophets 
Reference:  1 Samuel 8:1-3; 1 Chronicles 4-7, 11, 15, 27; 2 Chronicles 22-25

2 Chronicles 29:12; 1 Kings 8-13; Ezra 10:43; Nehemiah 11:9; Joel; Jeremiah 52 
Introduction

A. On study this morning concerns us with the message of Joel The Prophet - 838-828 BC
1. The Name JOEL .... There are 12 other men in scripture with this name

a. Samuel's First born  1 Sam 8:1-3; did not walk in his ways
(1) 1 Samuel 8:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Now it came to pass when Samuel was old that he made

his sons judges over Israel. 2 The name of his firstborn was Joel, and the name of his
second, Abijah; they were judges in Beersheba. 3 But his sons did not walk in his ways;
they turned aside after dishonest gain, took bribes, and perverted justice.

b. A prince of Simeon  1 Chr 4:35; son of Joshibiah
(1) 1 Chronicles 4:35 (NKJV) — 35 Joel, and Jehu the son of Joshibiah, the son of Seraiah,

the son of Asiel;
c. A prince of Ruben   1 Chr  5:4-8

(1) 1 Chronicles 5:4–8 (NKJV) — 4 The sons of Joel were Shemaiah his son, Gog his son,
Shimei his son, 5 Micah his son, Reaiah his son, Baal his son, 6 and Beerah his son,
whom Tiglath-Pileser king of Assyria carried into captivity. He was leader of the
Reubenites. 7 And his brethren by their families, when the genealogy of their generations
was registered: the chief, Jeiel, and Zechariah, 8 and Bela the son of Azaz, the son of
Shema, the son of Joel, who dwelt in Aroer, as far as Nebo and Baal Meon.

d. A chief of Gad  1 Chr 5:11-12
(1) 1 Chronicles 5:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 And the children of Gad dwelt next to them in the

land of Bashan as far as Salcah: 12 Joel was the chief, Shapham the next, then Jaanai and
Shaphat in Bashan,

e. A Levite ancestor of Samuel  1Chr 6:33-36
f. A chief of Issachar  1 Chr 7:3;  son of Izrahiah
g. One of David's mighty men  1 Chr 11:10-38
h. A Levite   1 Chr 15:7-17
i. Chief over half of Manasseh  1 Chr 27:20; son of Pedaiah
j. Levite under Hezekiah  2 Chr 29:12; son of Azariah
k. One of the unfaithful in  Ezra 10:43; son of Nebo
l. An overseer in Benjamin  Neh 11:9;  son of Zichri
m. Joel the prophet  Joel 1:1 - Scholars can not positively identify which is the prophet of the

book Joel
2. The Meaning of Joel is "Jehovah Is God"

B. He Was A Prophet To Judah  Joel 1:9; 3:1
1. Joel 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 The grain offering and the drink offering Have been cut off from the house

of the LORD; The priests mourn, who minister to the LORD.
a. Joel 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 “For behold, in those days and at that time, When I bring back the

captives of Judah and Jerusalem,
2. Family History as stated (Joel 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel the son

of Pethuel.) - The son of Penuel
3. We know nothing else of Joel 
4. We know nothing else of his father
5. And there is no reason to associate him with any other Joel mentioned in the Bible

II. The Dating of The Book  838-828 BC

Page 1 of  33



A. Not Much External Evidence To Fix The Date
B. No Direct Internal Evidence To Fix The Date

1. No identifiable names to chronicle  
2. No events other than the plague of locust are of much help

a. This plague is not identified in other passages
C. Indirect Evidence Is Of Some Help

1. Consider the conditions of Jerusalem after Babylonian captivity
a. The temple was destroyed  Jer 52:12-13

(1) Jeremiah 52:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 Now in the fifth month, on the tenth day of the month
(which was the nineteenth year of King Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon), Nebuzaradan,
the captain of the guard, who served the king of Babylon, came to Jerusalem. 13 He
burned the house of the LORD and the king’s house; all the houses of Jerusalem, that is,
all the houses of the great, he burned with fire.

b. The houses of Jerusalem were burned  Jer 52:12
c. The inhabitants of Jerusalem were taken into captivity  

(1) The latter enemies of Judah were Assyria and Babylon
2. But in stark Contrast the conditions of Jerusalem at this time of writing....

a. The temple is still functioning  Joel 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 The grain offering and the drink
offering Have been cut off from the house of the LORD; The priests mourn, who minister
to the LORD.

b. Jerusalem and Judah are still inhabited  1:2,11,14
(1) Joel 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 Hear this, you elders, And give ear, all you inhabitants of the land!

Has anything like this happened in your days, Or even in the days of your fathers?
(2) Joel 1:11 (NKJV) — 11 Be ashamed, you farmers, Wail, you vinedressers, For the wheat

and the barley; Because the harvest of the field has perished.
(3) Joel 1:14 (NKJV) — 14 Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; Gather the elders And

all the inhabitants of the land Into the house of the LORD your God, And cry out to the
LORD.

c. The enemies of Judah are consistent with earlier history - Joel 3:4 (NKJV) — 4 “Indeed,
what have you to do with Me, O Tyre and Sidon, and all the coasts of Philistia? Will you
retaliate against Me? But if you retaliate against Me, Swiftly and speedily I will return your
retaliation upon your own head;
(1) Tyre  3:4
(2) Sidon  3:4
(3) Philistia  3:4
(4) Egypt - Joel 3:19 (NKJV) — 19 “Egypt shall be a desolation, And Edom a desolate

wilderness, Because of violence against the people of Judah, For they have shed innocent
blood in their land.

(5) Edom 3:19; both pre and post exilic enemies
(6) Neither Assyria nor Babylon are even mentioned

3. So the pattern fits pre-exilic history prior to 722 BC (Assyrian occupation and oppression)
a. No definite time frame can absolutely be identified
b. But most conservative scholars place pre-exilic
c. Samaria to the northern tribes are exiled to Assyria 722 BC

(1) Policy of transplantation - brings about the Samaritans in the New Testament.
d. Judah in the south exiled to Babylon in 586 BC 

III. Here is our focus - that of the Message Of The Prophet that is Broken Into Two Sections
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A. The Prophet speaks Calling The People To Repentance
1. God's weapons designed for Judah's repentance - Joel 1:1-2:17 (NKJV) — 1 The word of the

LORD that came to Joel the son of Pethuel. 2 Hear this, you elders, And give ear, all you
inhabitants of the land! Has anything like this happened in your days, Or even in the days of your
fathers? 3 Tell your children about it, Let your children tell their children, And their children
another generation. 4 What the chewing locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; What the
swarming locust left, the crawling locust has eaten; And what the crawling locust left, the
consuming locust has eaten. 5 Awake, you drunkards, and weep; And wail, all you drinkers of
wine, Because of the new wine, For it has been cut off from your mouth. 6 For a nation has come
up against My land, Strong, and without number; His teeth are the teeth of a lion, And he has the
fangs of a fierce lion. 7 He has laid waste My vine, And ruined My fig tree; He has stripped it
bare and thrown it away; Its branches are made white. 8 Lament like a virgin girded with
sackcloth For the husband of her youth. 9 The grain offering and the drink offering Have been
cut off from the house of the LORD; The priests mourn, who minister to the LORD. 10 The field
is wasted, The land mourns; For the grain is ruined, The new wine is dried up, The oil fails. 11
Be ashamed, you farmers, Wail, you vinedressers, For the wheat and the barley; Because the
harvest of the field has perished. 12 The vine has dried up, And the fig tree has withered; The
pomegranate tree, The palm tree also, And the apple tree— All the trees of the field are withered;
Surely joy has withered away from the sons of men. 13 Gird yourselves and lament, you priests;
Wail, you who minister before the altar; Come, lie all night in sackcloth, You who minister to
my God; For the grain offering and the drink offering Are withheld from the house of your God.
14 Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; Gather the elders And all the inhabitants of the land
Into the house of the LORD your God, And cry out to the LORD. 15 Alas for the day! For the
day of the LORD is at hand; It shall come as destruction from the Almighty. 16 Is not the food
cut off before our eyes, Joy and gladness from the house of our God? 17 The seed shrivels under
the clods, Storehouses are in shambles; Barns are broken down, For the grain has withered. 18
How the animals groan! The herds of cattle are restless, Because they have no pasture; Even the
flocks of sheep suffer punishment. 19 O LORD, to You I cry out; For fire has devoured the open
pastures, And a flame has burned all the trees of the field. 20 The beasts of the field also cry out
to You, For the water brooks are dried up, And fire has devoured the open pastures. 
a. 2:1 Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the

inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of the LORD is coming, For it is at hand: 2
A day of darkness and gloominess, A day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning
clouds spread over the mountains. A people come, great and strong, The like of whom has
never been; Nor will there ever be any such after them, Even for many successive
generations. 3 A fire devours before them, And behind them a flame burns; The land is like
the Garden of Eden before them, And behind them a desolate wilderness; Surely nothing
shall escape them. 4 Their appearance is like the appearance of horses; And like swift steeds,
so they run. 5 With a noise like chariots Over mountaintops they leap, Like the noise of a
flaming fire that devours the stubble, Like a strong people set in battle array. 6 Before them
the people writhe in pain; All faces are drained of color. 7 They run like mighty men, They
climb the wall like men of war; Every one marches in formation, And they do not break
ranks. 8 They do not push one another; Every one marches in his own column. Though they
lunge between the weapons, They are not cut down. 9 They run to and fro in the city, They
run on the wall; They climb into the houses, They enter at the windows like a thief. 10 The
earth quakes before them, The heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And the stars
diminish their brightness. 11 The LORD gives voice before His army, For His camp is very
great; For strong is the One who executes His word. For the day of the LORD is great and
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very terrible; Who can endure it?
b. Drought
c. Fires were brought on by the drought
d. A locust plague is likely brought on by the drought

2. Jehovah's powerful locust army shakes the earth
a. The land and the people suffer because of Judah's sins
b. Before His army the powers of the earth are threatened

3. Joel pleads on Jehovah's behalf for Judah to return  - 2:12 “Now, therefore,” says the LORD,
“Turn to Me with all your heart, With fasting, with weeping, and with mourning.” 13 So
rend your heart, and not your garments; Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and
merciful, Slow to anger, and of great kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 14 Who knows
if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him— A grain offering and a drink
offering For the LORD your God? 15 Blow the trumpet in Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred
assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation, Assemble the elders, Gather the
children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his chamber, And the bride from her
dressing room. 17 Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep between the porch and the
altar; Let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your heritage to reproach,
That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the peoples, ‘Where is their
God?’ ”
a. "Rend your heart not your garments"
b. "Turn to Me with your whole heart"
c. Tenderly beseeches His people to faithfulness
d. This appears to be a time of nominal faithfulness

4. The Lord will be jealous for His land and pitiful to His people
a. Weep between the porch and the alter
b. Let them say "spare Thy people O Lord"
c. Do not make My inheritance a reproach

B. In the second and third chapter Jehovah Speaks Blessings If The Nation Repents – Joel 2:18–3:21
(NKJV) — 18 Then the LORD will be zealous for His land, And pity His people. 19 The LORD will
answer and say to His people, “Behold, I will send you grain and new wine and oil, And you will be
satisfied by them; I will no longer make you a reproach among the nations. 20 “But I will remove
far from you the northern army, And will drive him away into a barren and desolate land, With his
face toward the eastern sea And his back toward the western sea; His stench will come up, And his
foul odor will rise, Because he has done monstrous things.” 21 Fear not, O land; Be glad and rejoice,
For the LORD has done marvelous things! 22 Do not be afraid, you beasts of the field; For the open
pastures are springing up, And the tree bears its fruit; The fig tree and the vine yield their strength.
23 Be glad then, you children of Zion, And rejoice in the LORD your God; For He has given you the
former rain faithfully, And He will cause the rain to come down for you— The former rain, And the
latter rain in the first month. 24 The threshing floors shall be full of wheat, And the vats shall
overflow with new wine and oil. 25 “So I will restore to you the years that the swarming locust has
eaten, The crawling locust, The consuming locust, And the chewing locust, My great army which
I sent among you. 26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And praise the name of the LORD your
God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; And My people shall never be put to shame. 27 Then you
shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the LORD your God And there is no other. My
people shall never be put to shame.
1. Promising a physical blessing on the land

a. I will remove the northern locust army
b. The threshing floor will be full of grain
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c. The vats will be filled with new wine and oil
d. You will know that I am the Lord your God 
e. And there is NO OTHER

2. Promising a spiritual blessing on the people - 2:28 “And it shall come to pass afterward That I
will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your old men
shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 29 And also on My menservants and on
My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 30 “And I will show wonders in the
heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be turned into
darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the
LORD. 32 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be
saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, As the LORD has said,
Among the remnant whom the LORD calls. 1 “For behold, in those days and at that time, When
I bring back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem, 2 I will also gather all nations, And bring them
down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; And I will enter into judgment with them there On account
of My people, My heritage Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; They have also
divided up My land. 3 They have cast lots for My people, Have given a boy as payment for a
harlot, And sold a girl for wine, that they may drink. 4 “Indeed, what have you to do with Me,
O Tyre and Sidon, and all the coasts of Philistia? Will you retaliate against Me? But if you
retaliate against Me, Swiftly and speedily I will return your retaliation upon your own head; 5
Because you have taken My silver and My gold, And have carried into your temples My prized
possessions. 6 Also the people of Judah and the people of Jerusalem You have sold to the
Greeks, That you may remove them far from their borders. 7 “Behold, I will raise them Out of
the place to which you have sold them, And will return your retaliation upon your own head. 8
I will sell your sons and your daughters Into the hand of the people of Judah, And they will sell
them to the Sabeans, To a people far off; For the LORD has spoken.” 9 Proclaim this among the
nations: “Prepare for war! Wake up the mighty men, Let all the men of war draw near, Let them
come up. 10 Beat your plowshares into swords And your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak
say, ‘I am strong.’ ” 11 Assemble and come, all you nations, And gather together all around.
Cause Your mighty ones to go down there, O LORD. 12 “Let the nations be wakened, and come
up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For there I will sit to judge all the surrounding nations. 13 Put
in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress is full, The vats
overflow— For their wickedness is great.” 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley of decision!
For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 15 The sun and moon will grow dark,
And the stars will diminish their brightness. 16 The LORD also will roar from Zion, And utter
His voice from Jerusalem; The heavens and earth will shake; But the LORD will be a shelter for
His people, And the strength of the children of Israel.
a. God's Spirit will be poured out upon all mankind, The great and awesome day of the Lord

comes
(1) Nation shaking judgments will take place 
(2) Escape will only come through Zion
(3) Whosoever calls upon the Lord will be saved
(4) Deliverance is only through the Messiah

b. The nations will be judged - 3:17 “So you shall know that I am the LORD your God,
Dwelling in Zion My holy mountain. Then Jerusalem shall be holy, And no aliens shall ever
pass through her again.” 18 And it will come to pass in that day That the mountains shall drip
with new wine, The hills shall flow with milk, And all the brooks of Judah shall be flooded
with water; A fountain shall flow from the house of the LORD And water the Valley of
Acacias. 19 “Egypt shall be a desolation, And Edom a desolate wilderness, Because of
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violence against the people of Judah, For they have shed innocent blood in their land. 20 But
Judah shall abide forever, And Jerusalem from generation to generation. 21 For I will acquit
them of the guilt of bloodshed, whom I had not acquitted; For the LORD dwells in Zion.
(1) The Messianic fortunes will be restored to Judah
(2) Nations will come to the valley of Jehoshaphat
(3) Judgment will be on behalf of My people Israel
(4) Then you shall know that I am the Lord your God
(5) So Jerusalem shall be holy

c. And Judah will be a blessing
(1) The mountains will drip with sweet wine
(2) And the hills will flow with milk
(3) A spring will go out from the house of the Lord

3. Judah will be inhabited forever
a. Not physically with an earthly kingdom
b. But in the spiritual kingdom of the Messiah

IV. In Conclusion:
A. There is A lot to learn from the message/sermon of the Prophet Joel
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Focus on the Preacher Series - Lesson # 12 - Expository Studies in the Minor Prophets 
Reference:  1 Samuel 8:1-3; 1 Chronicles 4-7, 11, 15, 27; 2 Chronicles 22-25

2 Chronicles 29:12; 1 Kings 8-13; Ezra 10:43; Nehemiah 11:9; Joel; Jeremiah 52 

Introduction:
A. Having being introduced to the book of Joel by way of brief summary - it is now my aim to look at

the two segments in today’s lesson as well as next weeks lesson - Lord Willing.
B. We begin with looking at God’s pending Judgment on Judah in this weeks lesson - Joel Chapter 1:1

& 2:1-17
1. Before we do that - let us be quickly reminded of the circumstances of the day.

II. Now Note The Political Unrest At The Proposed Dating Of Joel
A. Elisha Prophecies Seven Year Famine On The Land  2 Kings 8:1-23 (NKJV) — 1 Then Elisha

spoke to the woman whose son he had restored to life, saying, “Arise and go, you and your
household, and stay wherever you can; for the LORD has called for a famine, and furthermore, it will
come upon the land for seven years.” 2 So the woman arose and did according to the saying of the
man of God, and she went with her household and dwelt in the land of the Philistines seven years.
3 It came to pass, at the end of seven years, that the woman returned from the land of the Philistines;
and she went to make an appeal to the king for her house and for her land. 4 Then the king talked
with Gehazi, the servant of the man of God, saying, “Tell me, please, all the great things Elisha has
done.” 5 Now it happened, as he was telling the king how he had restored the dead to life, that there
was the woman whose son he had restored to life, appealing to the king for her house and for her
land. And Gehazi said, “My lord, O king, this is the woman, and this is her son whom Elisha restored
to life.” 6 And when the king asked the woman, she told him. So the king appointed a certain officer
for her, saying, “Restore all that was hers, and all the proceeds of the field from the day that she left
the land until now.” 7 Then Elisha went to Damascus, and Ben-Hadad king of Syria was sick; and
it was told him, saying, “The man of God has come here.” 8 And the king said to Hazael, “Take a
present in your hand, and go to meet the man of God, and inquire of the LORD by him, saying,
‘Shall I recover from this disease?’ ” 9 So Hazael went to meet him and took a present with him, of
every good thing of Damascus, forty camel-loads; and he came and stood before him, and said,
“Your son Ben-Hadad king of Syria has sent me to you, saying, ‘Shall I recover from this disease?’ ”
10 And Elisha said to him, “Go, say to him, ‘You shall certainly recover.’ However the LORD has
shown me that he will really die.” 11 Then he set his countenance in a stare until he was ashamed;
and the man of God wept. 12 And Hazael said, “Why is my lord weeping?” He answered, “Because
I know the evil that you will do to the children of Israel: Their strongholds you will set on fire, and
their young men you will kill with the sword; and you will dash their children, and rip open their
women with child.” 13 So Hazael said, “But what is your servant—a dog, that he should do this
gross thing?” And Elisha answered, “The LORD has shown me that you will become king over
Syria.” 14 Then he departed from Elisha, and came to his master, who said to him, “What did Elisha
say to you?” And he answered, “He told me you would surely recover.” 15 But it happened on the
next day that he took a thick cloth and dipped it in water, and spread it over his face so that he died;
and Hazael reigned in his place. 16 Now in the fifth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of Israel,
Jehoshaphat having been king of Judah, Jehoram the son of Jehoshaphat began to reign as king of
Judah. 17 He was thirty-two years old when he became king, and he reigned eight years in Jerusalem.
18 And he walked in the way of the kings of Israel, just as the house of Ahab had done, for the
daughter of Ahab was his wife; and he did evil in the sight of the LORD. 19 Yet the LORD would
not destroy Judah, for the sake of his servant David, as He promised him to give a lamp to him and
his sons forever. 20 In his days Edom revolted against Judah’s authority, and made a king over
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themselves. 21 So Joram went to Zair, and all his chariots with him. Then he rose by night and
attacked the Edomites who had surrounded him and the captains of the chariots; and the troops fled
to their tents. 22 Thus Edom has been in revolt against Judah’s authority to this day. And Libnah
revolted at that time. 23 Now the rest of the acts of Joram, and all that he did, are they not written
in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah?
1. It may be this famine in Israel at God's hand
2. That spawns the Locust swarm upon Judah
3. Sending His great northern army against Jerusalem

B. Ahaziah Succeeds Joram As King in Judah 841-840 BC  - 2 Kings 8:24–29 (NKJV) — 24 So Joram
rested with his fathers, and was buried with his fathers in the City of David. Then Ahaziah his son
reigned in his place. 25 In the twelfth year of Joram the son of Ahab, king of Israel, Ahaziah the son
of Jehoram, king of Judah, began to reign. 26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he became
king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Athaliah the granddaughter of
Omri, king of Israel. 27 And he walked in the way of the house of Ahab, and did evil in the sight of
the LORD, like the house of Ahab, for he was the son-in-law of the house of Ahab. 28 Now he went
with Joram the son of Ahab to war against Hazael king of Syria at Ramoth Gilead; and the Syrians
wounded Joram. 29 Then King Joram went back to Jezreel to recover from the wounds which the
Syrians had inflicted on him at Ramah, when he fought against Hazael king of Syria. And Ahaziah
the son of Jehoram, king of Judah, went down to see Joram the son of Ahab in Jezreel, because he
was sick.
1. He became King at 22 years old

a. He allied himself with Joram, King of Israel
b. Together they battle Hazael, King of Aram

2. Joram is wounded in the battle
a. He went to Jezreel to recover
b. Ahaziah heard Joram is not well and visited him

3. Reigns for 1 year — 2 Kings 8:26 (NKJV) — 26 Ahaziah was twenty-two years old when he
became king, and he reigned one year in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Athaliah the
granddaughter of Omri, king of Israel.

C. Elisha anointed Jehu King In Israel —  2 Kings 8:24-10:33  
1. Jehu is commissioned as God's avenger

a. The whole house of Ahab shall perish
(1) Every male both bond and free will be cut off
(2) He would be like Jeroboam and Baasha

b. Jezebel, the instigator, would be killed
(1) To avenge the blood of the prophets
(2) And the blood of all the Lord's servants
(3) Shed through the hand of Jezebel
(4) The dogs would eat Jezebel in Jezreel

c. Athaliah was the daughter of Ahab and Jezebel
(1) Her brothers were Ahaziah (Israel) and Joram
(2) Her son was Ahaziah (Judah)
(3) Her grandson was Joash the son of Ahaziah (Judah)  

2. Jehu conspired against Joram, King of Israel at Ramoth-Gilead
a. Remember there are two Jehorams AKA (Joram)

(1) One was King in Judah — 2 Chronicles 24:4–6 (NKJV) — 4 Now it happened after this
that Joash set his heart on repairing the house of the LORD. 5 Then he gathered the
priests and the Levites, and said to them, “Go out to the cities of Judah, and gather from

Page 8 of  33



all Israel money to repair the house of your God from year to year, and see that you do
it quickly.” However the Levites did not do it quickly. 6 So the king called Jehoiada the
chief priest, and said to him, “Why have you not required the Levites to bring in from
Judah and from Jerusalem the collection, according to the commandment of Moses the
servant of the LORD and of the assembly of Israel, for the tabernacle of witness?”
(a) Son of King Jehoshaphat (Judah)
(b) Son in law of King Ahab (Israel)

(2) One was King in Israel —  2 Kings 3:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Now Jehoram the son of Ahab
became king over Israel at Samaria in the eighteenth year of Jehoshaphat king of Judah,
and reigned twelve years. 2 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD, but not like his
father and mother; for he put away the sacred pillar of Baal that his father had made. 3
Nevertheless he persisted in the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel
sin; he did not depart from them.
(a) Son of King Ahab (Israel)
(b) Became king in 18th year of Jehoshaphat (Judah)

(3) Both reigned about the same time (as is somewhat confusing) see kings chart.
D. Jehu went to Jezreel

1. Joram saw him coming and sent a messenger
a. Wanting to know if he comes in peace
b. The messenger did not return

2. Joram sent a second messenger
a. Again wanting to know if he comes in peace
b. The second messenger did not return

3. The message is clear he did not come in peace
E. King Ahaziah (Judah) and King Joram (Israel) flee

1. Jehu shoots an arrow at the fleeing Joram
a. Strikes him between the arms
b. The arrow drives into his heart

2. His body is dumped in the field of Naboth
a. The Lord is avenging the blood of Naboth
b. Done according to the word of the Lord

F. Jehu also killed Ahaziah King of Judah ---- 2 Kings 9:26–29 (NKJV) — 26 ‘Surely I saw yesterday
the blood of Naboth and the blood of his sons,’ says the LORD, ‘and I will repay you in this plot,’
says the LORD. Now therefore, take and throw him on the plot of ground, according to the word of
the LORD.” 27 But when Ahaziah king of Judah saw this, he fled by the road to Beth Haggan. So
Jehu pursued him, and said, “Shoot him also in the chariot.” And they shot him at the Ascent of Gur,
which is by Ibleam. Then he fled to Megiddo, and died there. 28 And his servants carried him in the
chariot to Jerusalem, and buried him in his tomb with his fathers in the City of David. 29 In the
eleventh year of Joram the son of Ahab, Ahaziah had become king over Judah.
1. When Ahaziah (of Judah) saw it he fled 
2. He was the son of Athaliah and descendant of Ahab
3. Jehu pursued him and ordered him to be killed in his chariot

G. Jehu destroys all the worshipers of Baal in Israel 
1. He claimed to sanctify a solemn assembly for Baal

a. Those that did not come would be killed
b. Summon all the prophets, priests and worshipers

2. He stations 80 men or war outside the house of Baal
a. If they allowed any to escape they would be killed
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b. Insured that no worshipers of Jehovah were present
3. When they finished the burnt offering to Baal

a. All the Baal worshipers were killed with the sword
b. The guards and the royal officers threw them out

4. He destroyed the house of Baal
a. Broke down the sacred pillars of Baal
b. Broke down the house of Baal
c. And made it a latrine to this day

5. But was not careful to walk in the law of the Lord
a. He did not serve God with his whole heart
b. Did not depart from the sins of Jeroboam
c. Kept the golden calves at Bethel and Dan

H. Athaliah, The Mother of Ahaziah, Took The Throne of Judah  2 Kings 11
1. Began to kill all of her offspring to solidify her rule

a. Ahaziah's sister kidnapped Joash, Athaliah's grandson 
b. To hide him from Athaliah who wanted to kill him
c. She hid him in the house of the Lord for 7 years

2. The Priest, Jehoiada, planned to save Joash
a. Brought thousands of soldiers to the house of God
b. He showed the men the king's son, Joash
c. And put them all under an oath
d. One third of the soldiers were to guard the king's house
e. Two thirds were to guard the house of the Lord
f. He gave the commanders the spears and shields of David

I. Jehoiada killed Athaliah  
1. As Jehoash was crowned king the people clapped and cheered
2. Athaliah heard the commotion and went to the Lord's house

a. She cried "Treason!  Treason!"
3. Jehoiada instructs all who follow her to be killed
4. She was taken to the King's gate and killed

J. Joash (Jehoash) Made King Over Judah At Age 7 ----  2 Kings 12
1. Remained faithful to the Lord until Jehoiada died

a. He repaired the temple 
(1) Commanded the priests to raise money for the project
(2) But the priests did not repair the damage
(3) Joash called Jehoiada to answer for the delay
(4) Jehoiada bored a hole in a barrel by the alter for offerings
(5) The temple was rebuilt

b. Only he did not remove the high places
(1) The people worshiped idols there
(2) So wrath came upon Judah and Jerusalem 

K. King Hazael of Aram attacked Jerusalem
1. Joash took the treasures from his house and the Lord's house  
2. Gave them to King Hazael and fled Jerusalem
3. Joash's servants found and killed him at Millo's house

L. Parenthetically Jehoahaz Became King Over Israel  814-798 BC
1. He reigned over Israel 17 years following the sins of Jeroboam

a. He did evil in the sight of the Lord  2 Kings 12:19-13:13
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(1) 2 Kings 12:19–13:13 (NKJV) — 19 Now the rest of the acts of Joash, and all that he did,
are they not written in the book of the chronicles of the kings of Judah? 20 And his
servants arose and formed a conspiracy, and killed Joash in the house of the Millo, which
goes down to Silla. 21 For Jozachar the son of Shimeath and Jehozabad the son of
Shomer, his servants, struck him. So he died, and they buried him with his fathers in the
City of David. Then Amaziah his son reigned in his place. 1 In the twenty-third year of
Joash the son of Ahaziah, king of Judah, Jehoahaz the son of Jehu became king over
Israel in Samaria, and reigned seventeen years. 2 And he did evil in the sight of the
LORD, and followed the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who had made Israel sin. He
did not depart from them. 3 Then the anger of the LORD was aroused against Israel, and
He delivered them into the hand of Hazael king of Syria, and into the hand of Ben-Hadad
the son of Hazael, all their days. 4 So Jehoahaz pleaded with the LORD, and the LORD
listened to him; for He saw the oppression of Israel, because the king of Syria oppressed
them. 5 Then the LORD gave Israel a deliverer, so that they escaped from under the hand
of the Syrians; and the children of Israel dwelt in their tents as before. 6 Nevertheless
they did not depart from the sins of the house of Jeroboam, who had made Israel sin, but
walked in them; and the wooden image also remained in Samaria. 7 For He left of the
army of Jehoahaz only fifty horsemen, ten chariots, and ten thousand foot soldiers; for
the king of Syria had destroyed them and made them like the dust at threshing. 8 Now
the rest of the acts of Jehoahaz, all that he did, and his might, are they not written in the
book of the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 9 So Jehoahaz rested with his fathers, and
they buried him in Samaria. Then Joash his son reigned in his place. 10 In the
thirty-seventh year of Joash king of Judah, Jehoash the son of Jehoahaz became king over
Israel in Samaria, and reigned sixteen years. 11 And he did evil in the sight of the LORD.
He did not depart from all the sins of Jeroboam the son of Nebat, who made Israel sin,
but walked in them. 12 Now the rest of the acts of Joash, all that he did, and his might
with which he fought against Amaziah king of Judah, are they not written in the book of
the chronicles of the kings of Israel? 13 So Joash rested with his fathers. Then Jeroboam
sat on his throne. And Joash was buried in Samaria with the kings of Israel.

b. Not turning from the sin of Jeroboam the son of Nebat
c. The anger of the Lord burned against Israel continually 

2. The Lord gave them over to the hand of Hazael of Aram
a. Not only did God raise up Hazael against Israel
b. But also the hand of his son Ben-hadad as well 

M. In The Meantime Elisha Died ---- 2 Kings 13:20 (NKJV) — 20 Then Elisha died, and they buried
him. And the raiding bands from Moab invaded the land in the spring of the year.
1. The political turmoil of the two nations continues

a. Israel's kings were all evil with one exception
(1) Jehu wiped out Ahab's house at the Lord's command
(2) He eliminated Baal worship from Israel
(3) Yet the sins of Jeroboam remained in Dan and Bethel

b. Judah's kings were about evenly split between good and wicked 
(1) Some are exceptionally good like Josiah and Hezekiah
(2) Some relatively good like Asa, Jehoshaphat, and Uzziah 

(a) Relatively good because the high places were not eliminated
(3) Some were exceptionally bad: Manasseh, Amon, etc…

2. Unrest between Judah and Israel is possible reason for locusts 
a. The reason for the invasion is not clear to us
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b. But it is something from which they must repent  Joel 1:13-20 

III. The Devastation Brought Upon Judah -  Joel 1:1-2:17 (all txt from NKJV)
A. Begins with The Word Of The Lord To Joel  Vs. 1-4  - 1 The word of the LORD that came to Joel

the son of Pethuel. 2 Hear this, you elders, And give ear, all you inhabitants of the land! Has
anything like this happened in your days, Or even in the days of your fathers? 3 Tell your children
about it, Let your children tell their children, And their children another generation. 4 What the
chewing locust left, the swarming locust has eaten; What the swarming locust left, the crawling
locust has eaten; And what the crawling locust left, the consuming locust has eaten. 
1. He called the people of Judah to search their history

a. He called the elders to hear
(1) All the inhabitants of Judah to listen
(2) Search back though generation after generation

b. This is an unprecedented event in Judah
(1) It is to be told to future generations
(2) That they might not forget their suffering 

2. Joel described an invasion against God's land
a. An army of locusts

(1) The gnawing locusts
(2) The swarming locusts
(3) The creeping locusts
(4) The stripping locusts

b. Different waves of destruction or different developmental stages
(1) The adult locusts come in clouds over the land

(a) They eat much of the vegetation of the land
(b) The females lay eggs in the soil
(c) 65,000-75,000 per square meter
(d) The swarms are often larger than the cities they afflict

(2) Soon the larva emerge
(a) They continue to devastate the land
(b) Eating whatever the flying swarm left behind

(3) They transform into the pupa stage
(a) Small wings form where they eat to maturity
(b) Eating everything left by the larva

(4) The next generation of young adults develops
(a) There is little tender vegetation left for them to eat
(b) So they strip the bark off the young trees

c. National Geographic describes the devastation in staggering numbers
(1) The desert locusts can cover one fifth of the earth's surface
(2) A swarm can be 460 square miles 
(3) There can be 40 - 80 million individuals per .5 square mile
(4) Each locust can eat his body weight in plants daily
(5) A swarm this size can eat 423 million pounds of plants daily

(a) http://animals.nationalgeographic.com/animals/bugs/locust/
B. The Affects Of The Devastation On All Classes  Vs.5-7 - —5 Awake, you drunkards, and weep; And

wail, all you drinkers of wine, Because of the new wine, For it has been cut off from your mouth.
6 For a nation has come up against My land, Strong, and without number; His teeth are the teeth of
a lion, And he has the fangs of a fierce lion. 7 He has laid waste My vine, And ruined My fig tree;
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He has stripped it bare and thrown it away; Its branches are made white. 
1. The drunkard 

a. Is to awaken out of his stupor
b. He is to weep and wail
c. Because the source of their strong drink is vanishing

2. The sweet wine is also cut off from the nation affecting all
a. The most coveted of drinks 
b. The fresh, sweet fruit of the grape
c. That which symbolizes their sustenance is cut off

3. For a nation has invaded My land
a. Locusts could refer metaphorically to an invading nation

(1) Called locusts due to their numbers  Num. 13:33  
(2) And the devastation they bring upon the land

b. However Joel describes the affects of defoliation
(1) And the indirect affect it has upon the people
(2) The devastation to the land
(3) As well as the accompanying affect upon beasts 

c. The context better fits a literal invasion of locusts
(1) GOWY (Hebrew 1471) word translated nation

(a) Is used to refer to the nations contrasted to Israel
(b) Also a general term

i) Defined as a large group
ii) Or a body of individuals
iii) Defined by the context

(2) They are mighty and without number
(a) Their teeth are as lethal as the teeth of a lion
(b) Even the fangs or cutting teeth of the lioness

C. Judah Should Morn the Devastation Caused By The Army   Vs.8-12 - 8 Lament like a virgin girded
with sackcloth For the husband of her youth. 9 The grain offering and the drink offering Have been
cut off from the house of the LORD; The priests mourn, who minister to the LORD. 10 The field is
wasted, The land mourns; For the grain is ruined, The new wine is dried up, The oil fails. 11 Be
ashamed, you farmers, Wail, you vinedressers, For the wheat and the barley; Because the harvest of
the field has perished. 12 The vine has dried up, And the fig tree has withered; The pomegranate tree,
The palm tree also, And the apple tree— All the trees of the field are withered; Surely joy has
withered away from the sons of men.
1. As a virgin would morn the dead bridegroom of her youth
2. The affects upon everyday life are debilitating

a. The field is ruined and the land morns
(1) Because the grain is ruined
(2) The new wine dries up
(3) The fresh oil fails
(4) All signs of prosperity and necessities of life vanish

b. Be ashamed O farmer
(1) For the wheat and the barley
(2) Because the harvest of the field is destroyed
(3) All the trees of the field dry up

(a) The pomegranate
(b) The palm
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(c) The apple tree
(d) The fig tree

c. Wail O Vinedressers
(1) The vines dry up
(2) And rejoicing dries up from the sons of men

D. The effects upon religious life
1. The priests and the ministers of the Lord morn

a. The grain offering is cut off because there is no grain
b. The drink offering is cut off because the vine withers
c. All are cut off from the house of the Lord

2. There is nothing left to offer to God in worship

IV. God Calls Upon His People To Repent -  Vs. 13-20
A. The Priests Are To Be Models For The People To Follow  Vs.13-14 - 13 Gird yourselves and lament,

you priests; Wail, you who minister before the altar; Come, lie all night in sackcloth, You who
minister to my God; For the grain offering and the drink offering Are withheld from the house of
your God. 14 Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; Gather the elders And all the inhabitants of
the land Into the house of the LORD your God, And cry out to the LORD. 
1. They were to gird themselves with sackcloth

a. A very rough, scratchy cloth, similar to burlap
b. To give a physical reminder of their inward suffering
c. And to encourage further grief by physical discomfort   

2. These ministers of the altar were to lament and wail
a. Come spend the night in sackcloth
b. For the grain offering and the libation
c. Which are withheld from the house of your God

3. Call a solemn assembly to the house of the Lord
a. Consecrate a fast of morning
b. Gather not only the elders of great reverence 
c. But all the inhabitants of the land
d. And cry out to the Lord in prayer

B. The Warning - Alas For the Day of the Lord Is Near  Vs. 15-20 - 15 Alas for the day! For the day
of the LORD is at hand; It shall come as destruction from the Almighty. 16 Is not the food cut off
before our eyes, Joy and gladness from the house of our God? 17 The seed shrivels under the clods,
Storehouses are in shambles; Barns are broken down, For the grain has withered. 18 How the
animals groan! The herds of cattle are restless, Because they have no pasture; Even the flocks of
sheep suffer punishment. 19 O LORD, to You I cry out; For fire has devoured the open pastures, And
a flame has burned all the trees of the field. 20 The beasts of the field also cry out to You, For the
water brooks are dried up, And fire has devoured the open pastures. 
1. The destruction of the locusts is but a warning of future judgments
2. It will come as destruction from the Almighty

a. SHADDIAH (Hebrew 7706)
(1) Most powerful, almighty
(2) Attached with the prefix el for God

b. El-SHADDIA God the all powerful One
(1) It would be a mighty, all powerful, consuming destruction

3. Its powerful affects upon man 
a. Food has been cut off before their eyes
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(1) They could see it being devoured
(2) But there is nothing they could do about it

b. Gladness and Joy has been cut off from the house of our God
(1) The joy of the abundant harvest was cut off

(a) The wave offering or first fruits offering
(b) Which was to be offered to God in His house
(c) Could not be offered, because they were not

(2) The seed shriveled under the clods
(a) The storehouses were desolate
(b) The barns are torn down by neglect
(c) The grain is dried up

(3) So man cries out to the Lord for help
4. Its powerful affects upon the beasts - remember in Genesis after man sinned - animals paid the

price thru sacrifices.
a. How the beasts moan 

(1) And moan as if to say "Where can we find food?" 
(2) The beasts suffer the consequences of man's sin 

b. The herds of cattle wander aimlessly
(1) Because there is no pasture land for them
(2) The beasts of the field have no water
(3) So that even they pant for relief from God

c. The flocks of sheep suffer
5. Its powerful affects upon the land

a. A drought came upon the land
(1) And dried up all the brooks
(2) Everything on the land is consumed

b. Fires brought on by the drought
(1) Have burned up all that the locusts did not eat
(2) Burning up all the pasture land unaffected by the locusts
(3) And consuming all the trees of the field 

C. All of this causes man to say "To thee, O Lord, I cry!"  Vs.19

V. Joel Chapter 2 - The Day Of The Lord Is Very Near - 2:1-11 Blow the trumpet in Zion, And sound
an alarm in My holy mountain! Let all the inhabitants of the land tremble; For the day of the LORD
is coming, For it is at hand:
A. Blow The Trumpet In Zion   Vs. 1

1. Sound the alarm on My holy mountain  
a. This is God's warning to His people

(1) It is God's mountain
(2) It is God's dwelling place among His people 

b. This warning is from God
2. Structure  of the trumpets - Numbers 10:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 And the LORD spoke to Moses,

saying: 2 “Make two silver trumpets for yourself; you shall make them of hammered work; you
shall use them for calling the congregation and for directing the movement of the camps. 3 When
they blow both of them, all the congregation shall gather before you at the door of the tabernacle
of meeting. 4 But if they blow only one, then the leaders, the heads of the divisions of Israel,
shall gather to you. 5 When you sound the advance, the camps that lie on the east side shall then
begin their journey. 6 When you sound the advance the second time, then the camps that lie on
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the south side shall begin their journey; they shall sound the call for them to begin their journeys.
a. One blast to gather heads of Israel
b. Two blasts to gather all Israel
c. Three blasts sound the alarm

3. For THE DAY OF THE LORD is very near - brethren as we look around today are we sounding
the alarm?
a. It is a time of great fear and trembling
b. It is a day of judgment upon God's people 

B. God's Imagery Describes The Locust Army   Vs.2-3 (NKJV) — 2 A day of darkness and gloominess,
A day of clouds and thick darkness, Like the morning clouds spread over the mountains. A people
come, great and strong, The like of whom has never been; Nor will there ever be any such after them,
Even for many successive generations. 3 A fire devours before them, And behind them a flame
burns; The land is like the Garden of Eden before them, And behind them a desolate wilderness;
Surely nothing shall escape them.
1. A day of darkness and gloom reminiscent of two events

a. One is the image of God visiting Egypt - Exodus 10:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 Then the LORD
said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward heaven, that there may be darkness over the
land of Egypt, darkness which may even be felt.” 22 So Moses stretched out his hand toward
heaven, and there was thick darkness in all the land of Egypt three days. 23 They did not see
one another; nor did anyone rise from his place for three days. But all the children of Israel
had light in their dwellings.
(1) The thick darkness which could be felt
(2) They could not see anything for 3 days

b. And where God showed Himself on Mount Zion -  (NKJV) — 16 Then itExodus 19:16

came to pass on the third day, in the morning, that there were thunderings and lightnings, and
a thick cloud on the mountain; and the sound of the trumpet was very loud, so that all the
people who were in the camp trembled.
(1) Where the people of the camp came to meet God 
(2) Thunder and lightening and a thick cloud upon the mountain
(3) And the people trembled before His presence

2. Judah will tremble before the Lord's judgment 
a. As the dawn is spread over the mountain
b. So there is a great and mighty people

(1) The Hebrew word is AM (5971) for people
(2) Gesenius "A people, so called from being collected"

(a) Used of animals  - Proverbs 30:25–26 (NKJV) — 25 The ants are a people not
strong, Yet they prepare their food in the summer; 26 The rock badgers are a feeble
folk, Yet they make their homes in the crags;
i) The ants are not a strong people
ii) The badgers are not a mighty people

(3) So it's any collected grouping of individuals
(4) This great people is the locust nation

3. This locust nation is unparalleled in history
a. There has never been anything like it
b. Nor shall there ever be again after it
c. Search through many generations and see

(1) They are as destructive as waves of fires
(a) Before them the land is like the garden of Eden
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(b) After them is a desolate wilderness
(c) Nothing at all escapes them
(d) Not man, not animal, not land

C. The Prophet describes their destructive power in simile form  Vs.4-6 (NKJV) — 4 Their appearance
is like the appearance of horses; And like swift steeds, so they run. 5 With a noise like chariots Over
mountaintops they leap, Like the noise of a flaming fire that devours the stubble, Like a strong
people set in battle array. 6 Before them the people writhe in pain; All faces are drained of color.
1. Their appearance is like horses
2. Like war horses as they run

a. Heavy horses dressed for battle run swiftly to the conflict
b. They shake the very ground as they run in battle

3. Like the noise of chariots
a. Chariots were the ancient tank
b. Mobile, armored, and armed
c. They would strike terror in the mightiest ground forces

4. Like the crackling of a fire
a. Describes the sound of their eating and jumping 
b. Which consumed everything in their path
c. As they cover even the mountains

5. Like a mighty army ready for battle
a. Before whom the people are in anguish
b. The hearts of the people sink and blood rushes from their faces
c. A picture is of stark terror in the face of this massive army

6. He Describes The Locusts As God's Unstoppable Army  Vs. 7-9 (NKJV) — 7 They run like
mighty men, They climb the wall like men of war; Every one marches in formation, And they
do not break ranks. 8 They do not push one another; Every one marches in his own column.
Though they lunge between the weapons, They are not cut down. 9 They run to and fro in the
city, They run on the wall; They climb into the houses, They enter at the windows like a thief.
a. They run to attack as mighty men of war 

(1) They climb the walls like soldiers
(2) They are an unstoppable war machine

b. They are a well disciplined army
(1) They march in ranks going straight ahead
(2) They know their orders and don't deviate from their path
(3) They don't crowd each other out or fight each other

c. They are able to break through the strongest defenses - does not matter how secure you feel.
(1) They don't break ranks in an unorganized frenzy
(2) As they rush on and attack the walled city

d. They are God's superhuman warriors
(1) They run on the walls
(2) They climb into the houses
(3) They enter through the windows by stealth

D. This Is Jehovah's Army Of Judgment  Vs. 10-11 (NKJV) — 10 The earth quakes before them, The
heavens tremble; The sun and moon grow dark, And the stars diminish their brightness. 11 The
LORD gives voice before His army, For His camp is very great; For strong is the One who executes
His word. For the day of the LORD is great and very terrible; Who can endure it?
1. Before His mighty locust army nations crumble

a. The earth quakes
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b. The sun and moon grow dark
c. The stars loose their luster
d. Their world comes to an end

2. This is the army which God commands
a. Surely His camp is very great
b. Strong is he who performs His word
c. The day of the Lord is great and very awesome

E. Yet Even Now It Is Not Too Late To Repent  Vs. 12-13
1. There Comes A Time When Repentance Is Too Late - Ezekiel 24:14 (NKJV) — 14 I, the

LORD, have spoken it; It shall come to pass, and I will do it; I will not hold back, Nor will I
spare, Nor will I relent; According to your ways And according to your deeds They will judge
you,” Says the Lord GOD.’ ”
a. God sent warning after warning for Judah to repent

(1) But there is a limit to the patience of God
b. A time when He will judge and will not relent   

2. It Is Not Too Late For A Whole hearted Return To God  Vs. 12
a. God implores "Return to Me with all your heart"

(1) Even now it is not too late
(a) Even as the army of God is decimating the land
(b) God will change His mind conditionally

(2) But they must turn WHOLLY to God before He relents
3. Come with fasting

a. A time of great sorrow and distress
b. To subjugate fleshly desires to serve God
c. Fast so they could focus upon the causes of the distress 

4. Weeping 
a. The expression of genuine sorrow
b. Reaching the emotional inner man with a penitent outcry

5. Mourning
a. They must express genuine sorrow for their sins 
b. Emotional responses that invoke responses in others

F. Rend Your Hearts Not Your Garments  Vs. 13 - 13 So rend your heart, and not your garments;
Return to the LORD your God, For He is gracious and merciful, Slow to anger, and of great
kindness; And He relents from doing harm. 
1. God Longs For True Repentance 

a. Repentance must come for blessings to follow
b. The true inward repentance of the broken heart

2. God has always demanded godly repentance
a. Not just the outward rending of the garments
b. Or the outward expression of sorrow
c. Outward signs do not always imply repentance
d. But He wants the inward change of heart and will

G. Who Knows Whether He Will Turn And Relent  Vs. 13-17 - Joel 2:13–14 (NKJV) — 14 Who
knows if He will turn and relent, And leave a blessing behind Him— A grain offering and a drink
offering For the LORD your God?
1. Return NOW To The Lord  Vs. 13

a. He is gracious and compassionate
b. He is slow to anger
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c. Abounding in loving kindness
d. Relenting of evil

(1) God wants His people to turn from their sins
e. That He might relent of the evil He planned
f. To show His loving kindness to His people
g. God pleads return to Me before it is too late

2. They Must Repent Before God Changes His Mind  Vs. 14
a. Joel sees the possibility that God may yet relent of the evil He planned

(1) God's judgment is just and righteous
(2) His judgment is only evil to those afflicted
(3) As an incentive for their good, for their repentance

b. Is it possible God would turn and leave a blessing ?
(1) A grain offering
(2) A libation

c. For the Lord your God who would restore the land
d. That He might be truly worshiped by His people again

H. A Return To Worship Always Follows True Repentance  Vs. 15-17  (NKJV) — 15 Blow the trumpet
in Zion, Consecrate a fast, Call a sacred assembly; 16 Gather the people, Sanctify the congregation,
Assemble the elders, Gather the children and nursing babes; Let the bridegroom go out from his
chamber, And the bride from her dressing room. 17 Let the priests, who minister to the LORD, Weep
between the porch and the altar; Let them say, “Spare Your people, O LORD, And do not give Your
heritage to reproach, That the nations should rule over them. Why should they say among the
peoples, ‘Where is their God?’ ”
1.  Blow the trumpet in Zion - This is not the warning trumpet of - Vs.1

a. This trumpet is a call to worship Numbers 10:1–10 (NKJV) — 1 And the LORD spoke to
Moses, saying: 2 “Make two silver trumpets for yourself; you shall make them of hammered
work; you shall use them for calling the congregation and for directing the movement of the
camps. 3 When they blow both of them, all the congregation shall gather before you at the
door of the tabernacle of meeting. 4 But if they blow only one, then the leaders, the heads of
the divisions of Israel, shall gather to you. 5 When you sound the advance, the camps that lie
on the east side shall then begin their journey. 6 When you sound the advance the second
time, then the camps that lie on the south side shall begin their journey; they shall sound the
call for them to begin their journeys. 7 And when the assembly is to be gathered together,
you shall blow, but not sound the advance. 8 The sons of Aaron, the priests, shall blow the
trumpets; and these shall be to you as an ordinance forever throughout your generations. 9
“When you go to war in your land against the enemy who oppresses you, then you shall
sound an alarm with the trumpets, and you will be remembered before the LORD your God,
and you will be saved from your enemies. 10 Also in the day of your gladness, in your
appointed feasts, and at the beginning of your months, you shall blow the trumpets over your
burnt offerings and over the sacrifices of your peace offerings; and they shall be a memorial
for you before your God: I am the LORD your God.”
(1) To consecrate a fast
(2) Proclaim a solemn assembly

b. Gather all the people
(1) Assemble the elders
(2) Gather the children and the nursing infants
(3) Bride and bridegroom come out of their chambers

(a) Forget the honeymoon

Page 19 of  33



(b) Come and worship God
2. Let the priests lead a prayer of repentance

a. Weep between the porch and the alter
(1) The alter was in the middle of the courtyard - 2 Chronicles 7:7 (NKJV) — 7

Furthermore Solomon consecrated the middle of the court that was in front of the house
of the LORD; for there he offered burnt offerings and the fat of the peace offerings,
because the bronze altar which Solomon had made was not able to receive the burnt
offerings, the grain offerings, and the fat.

(2) Which stood in front of Solomon's porch -2 Chronicles 8:12 (NKJV) — 12 Then
Solomon offered burnt offerings to the LORD on the altar of the LORD which he had
built before the vestibule,

b. This was a place of atonement and supplication
(1) Let them say "Spare thy people O Lord"

3. The Locust Army Is But A Preview Of Future Judgment  Vs 17
a. They would be ruled over or dominated by the nations

(1) Word translated "byword" (4910) means "to have rule"
(2) Without repentance nations would subjugate God's people

b. Why should the nations ridicule God's Inheritance 
(1) Why should they say "Where is their God?"
(2) Actually a ridicule against God through His people
(3) Repentance at the locust army would appease God's wrath
(4) Making a future progressive judgment unnecessary 
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Focus on the Preacher Series - Lesson # 13 - Expository Studies in the Minor Prophets 
Reference:  1 Samuel 8:1-3; 1 Chronicles 4-7, 11, 15, 27; 2 Chronicles 22-25

2 Chronicles 29:12; 1 Kings 8-13; Ezra 10:43; Nehemiah 11:9; Joel; Jeremiah 52 
Intro:

A. Having been introduced to the book of Joel and listening to the pending judgment of Judah, we now
look at the final segment of his message - which is one that we are all very familiar with because of
Acts 2.
1. As noted before the message is not all about doom and gloom, but of hope and salvation.
2. God’s righteousness extends the olive branch - and it is up to man to accept it before it is too

late.
B. God Promises Deliverance To A Penitent People ---- Joel 2:18–20 (NKJV)

1. Then The Lord Will Be Zealous For His Land ---- vrs 18 Then the LORD will be zealous for His
land, And pity His people.
a. He will have pity on His people
b. And the Lord will answer the peoples prayer

2. He Promises Blessings To The Contrite Of Heart   Vrs 19 ---- The LORD will answer and say
to His people, “Behold, I will send you grain and new wine and oil, And you will be satisfied by
them; I will no longer make you a reproach among the nations. 
a. I will send you grain, new wine and oil
b. I'll give you all you want in full
c. You will never again be a reproach among the nations

3. I Will Remove My Northern Army Far Away From You  Vrs 20 ----  “But I will remove far from
you the northern army, And will drive him away into a barren and desolate land, With his face
toward the eastern sea And his back toward the western sea; His stench will come up, And his
foul odor will rise, Because he has done monstrous things.”
a. I will drive it into the desolate land

(1) It's front guard into the eastern sea (Dead Sea)
(2) It's rear guard into the western sea (Mediterranean Sea)

b. They will be completely destroyed
(1) Their stench will rise up 
(2) The foul smell will come up

c. For he has done great things
(1) God designed the army to bring repentance
(2) Having performed the work God gave it
(3) This locust army would have done its great work

II. Repentance Would Bring Great Rejoicing And Material Blessings  - Joel 2:21–27 (NKJV) —
A. Jehovah Has Done Great Things, Assuming Repentance  Vrs 21 ---- Fear not, O land; Be glad and

rejoice, For the LORD has done marvelous things! 
1. He had brought His people to repentance

a. And has driven out His great army
b. He turned their hearts back to their God

2. Food Will Then Be In Abundant Supply  Vrs 22 ---- Do not be afraid, you beasts of the field; For
the open pastures are springing up, And the tree bears its fruit; The fig tree and the vine yield
their strength. 23 Be glad then, you children of Zion, And rejoice in the LORD your God; For
He has given you the former rain faithfully, And He will cause the rain to come down for you—
The former rain, And the latter rain in the first month. 24 The threshing floors shall be full of
wheat, And the vats shall overflow with new wine and oil. 
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a. For The Beasts
(1) The pastures of the wilderness have turned green
(2) There is more than enough for the beasts to eat

b. The land will revive its harvest
(1) The fruit trees bear fruit
(2) The vine has yielded in full

c. For the sons of Zion
(1) God has given you the early and latter rain as before
(2) The threshing floors are full of grain
(3) The vats will overflow with new wine and oil
(4) Rejoicing in the Lord your God who has done all this

B. God Will Make Up For Their Losses Over The Years  Vrs. 25 -  “So I will restore to you the years
that the swarming locust has eaten, The crawling locust, The consuming locust, And the chewing
locust, My great army which I sent among you. 26 You shall eat in plenty and be satisfied, And
praise the name of the LORD your God, Who has dealt wondrously with you; And My people shall
never be put to shame. 27 Then you shall know that I am in the midst of Israel: I am the LORD your
God And there is no other. My people shall never be put to shame.
1. Evidently this was an affliction over several years

a. The drought in our time frame was over 7 years as we noted in last weeks lesson -  2 Kings
8
(1) Possibly bringing the locust swarm over that time period

2. They would be recompensed 
a. For what the locusts had eaten

(1) God's great army which He sent among you
(2) They would have plenty to eat

b. My people will never again be put to shame
(1) If they praise the name of the Lord your God

(a) Who dealt wondrously with you
(b) More than making up for their losses
(c) Caused by their own sins

(2) God didn't owe them this treatment
(a) It was because they had repented of their sins
(b) And now God would bless them greatly
(c) Beyond what they deserved or enjoyed before

(3) By this you will know that I am in the midst of Israel
(a) That I am your God
(b) And there is NO OTHER

C. The Messianic Promise Of Spiritual Blessings ---- Joel 2:28–32 (NKJV) — 28 “And it shall come
to pass afterward That I will pour out My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall
prophesy, Your old men shall dream dreams, Your young men shall see visions. 29 And also on My
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days. 30 “And I will show
wonders in the heavens and in the earth: Blood and fire and pillars of smoke. 31 The sun shall be
turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of
the LORD. 32 And it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be
saved. For in Mount Zion and in Jerusalem there shall be deliverance, As the LORD has said,
Among the remnant whom the LORD calls.
1. The Promise Of His Spirit Proves Ownership Of His People

a. Joel told what would happen in the latter days
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(1) God would pour out His Spirit upon all flesh
(a) Your sons and daughters will prophecy
(b) Old men will dream dreams
(c) Young men shall see visions
(d) Even on male and female servants
(e) These given without distinction of age, sex, status

(2) The events of Acts 2 Fulfills Joel 2 cf....Acts 2:14–21 (NKJV) — 14 But Peter, standing
up with the eleven, raised his voice and said to them, “Men of Judea and all who dwell
in Jerusalem, let this be known to you, and heed my words. 15 For these are not drunk,
as you suppose, since it is only the third hour of the day. 16 But this is what was spoken
by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will
pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your
young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My
menservants and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they
shall prophesy. 19 I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth beneath:
Blood and fire and vapor of smoke. 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the
moon into blood, Before the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 21 And
it shall come to pass That whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.’
(a) This is that which was spoken of through Joel
(b) The out pouring of the Holy Spirit upon the Apostles
(c) This would begin that promise through the Messiah
(d) Out pouring of the Holy Spirit shows the timeframe
(e) When the message of salvation would come

2. The blessing appears to have a wider fulfillment
a. Acts 2 the apostles received the outpouring of the Spirit
b. Acts 10 The gentiles received it via Cornelius' household
c. Acts 21:9 Philip had 4 virgin daughters who prophesied
d. 1 Corinthians 11:5 there were Women who prophesied
e. However, salvation would be universal, to whosoever  calls

3. Acts 2 defines the limits of this blessing
a. Referring to the miraculous manifestation of the spirit
b. Which would come in the latter days
c. The promise of the Spirit's outpouring was not for every person
d. Neither was the judgment of verses 19-21 on every nation
e. Both were equally limited in scope

4. There Is National Judgment For Those Rejecting The Messiah
a. There will be signs of the great and awesome day the Lord Comes

(1) Wonders  in the sky and on the earth
(a) Blood, violent bloodshed
(b) Fire, destruction
(c) Columns of smoke

(2) The sun will be turned into darkness
(3) The moon into blood
(4) Before the "great and awesome day of the Lord

b. This Language Of National Judgment Is Used In Other Passages
(1) National judgment of Babylon 

(a) Isaiah 13:1–11 (NKJV) — 1 The burden against Babylon which Isaiah the son of
Amoz saw. 2 “Lift up a banner on the high mountain, Raise your voice to them;
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Wave your hand, that they may enter the gates of the nobles. 3 I have commanded
My sanctified ones; I have also called My mighty ones for My anger— Those who
rejoice in My exaltation.” 4 The noise of a multitude in the mountains, Like that of
many people! A tumultuous noise of the kingdoms of nations gathered together! The
LORD of hosts musters The army for battle. 5 They come from a far country, From
the end of heaven— The LORD and His weapons of indignation, To destroy the
whole land. 6 Wail, for the day of the LORD is at hand! It will come as destruction
from the Almighty. 7 Therefore all hands will be limp, Every man’s heart will melt,
8 And they will be afraid. Pangs and sorrows will take hold of them; They will be in
pain as a woman in childbirth; They will be amazed at one another; Their faces will
be like flames. 9 Behold, the day of the LORD comes, Cruel, with both wrath and
fierce anger, To lay the land desolate; And He will destroy its sinners from it. 10 For
the stars of heaven and their constellations Will not give their light; The sun will be
darkened in its going forth, And the moon will not cause its light to shine. 11 “I will
punish the world for its evil, And the wicked for their iniquity; I will halt the
arrogance of the proud, And will lay low the haughtiness of the terrible.

(2) National judgment of Egypt 
(a) Ezekiel 32:1–8 (NKJV) — 1 And it came to pass in the twelfth year, in the twelfth

month, on the first day of the month, that the word of the LORD came to me, saying,
2 “Son of man, take up a lamentation for Pharaoh king of Egypt, and say to him:
‘You are like a young lion among the nations, And you are like a monster in the seas,
Bursting forth in your rivers, Troubling the waters with your feet, And fouling their
rivers.’ 3 “Thus says the Lord GOD: ‘I will therefore spread My net over you with
a company of many people, And they will draw you up in My net. 4 Then I will leave
you on the land; I will cast you out on the open fields, And cause to settle on you all
the birds of the heavens. And with you I will fill the beasts of the whole earth. 5 I will
lay your flesh on the mountains, And fill the valleys with your carcass. 6 ‘I will also
water the land with the flow of your blood, Even to the mountains; And the riverbeds
will be full of you. 7 When I put out your light, I will cover the heavens, and make
its stars dark; I will cover the sun with a cloud, And the moon shall not give her light.
8 All the bright lights of the heavens I will make dark over you, And bring darkness
upon your land,’ Says the Lord GOD.

(3) National judgment of Israel to the north 
(a) Amos 8:1–9 (NKJV) — 1 Thus the Lord GOD showed me: Behold, a basket of

summer fruit. 2 And He said, “Amos, what do you see?” So I said, “A basket of
summer fruit.” Then the LORD said to me: “The end has come upon My people
Israel; I will not pass by them anymore. 3 And the songs of the temple Shall be
wailing in that day,” Says the Lord GOD— “Many dead bodies everywhere, They
shall be thrown out in silence.” 4 Hear this, you who swallow up the needy, And
make the poor of the land fail, 5 Saying: “When will the New Moon be past, That we
may sell grain? And the Sabbath, That we may trade wheat? Making the ephah small
and the shekel large, Falsifying the scales by deceit, 6 That we may buy the poor for
silver, And the needy for a pair of sandals— Even sell the bad wheat?” 7 The LORD
has sworn by the pride of Jacob: “Surely I will never forget any of their works. 8
Shall the land not tremble for this, And everyone mourn who dwells in it? All of it
shall swell like the River, Heave and subside Like the River of Egypt. 9 “And it shall
come to pass in that day,” says the Lord GOD, “That I will make the sun go down at
noon, And I will darken the earth in broad daylight;
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(4) National judgment of Judah to the south 
(a) Matthew 24:1–41 (NKJV) — 1 Then Jesus went out and departed from the temple,

and His disciples came up to show Him the buildings of the temple. 2 And Jesus said
to them, “Do you not see all these things? Assuredly, I say to you, not one stone shall
be left here upon another, that shall not be thrown down.” 3 Now as He sat on the
Mount of Olives, the disciples came to Him privately, saying, “Tell us, when will
these things be? And what will be the sign of Your coming, and of the end of the
age?” 4 And Jesus answered and said to them: “Take heed that no one deceives you.
5 For many will come in My name, saying, ‘I am the Christ,’ and will deceive many.
6 And you will hear of wars and rumors of wars. See that you are not troubled; for
all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet. 7 For nation will rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom. And there will be famines, pestilences,
and earthquakes in various places. 8 All these are the beginning of sorrows. 9 “Then
they will deliver you up to tribulation and kill you, and you will be hated by all
nations for My name’s sake. 10 And then many will be offended, will betray one
another, and will hate one another. 11 Then many false prophets will rise up and
deceive many. 12 And because lawlessness will abound, the love of many will grow
cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved. 14 And this gospel of the
kingdom will be preached in all the world as a witness to all the nations, and then the
end will come. 15 “Therefore when you see the ‘abomination of desolation,’ spoken
of by Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place” (whoever reads, let him
understand), 16 “then let those who are in Judea flee to the mountains. 17 Let him
who is on the housetop not go down to take anything out of his house. 18 And let him
who is in the field not go back to get his clothes. 19 But woe to those who are
pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 20 And pray that your
flight may not be in winter or on the Sabbath. 21 For then there will be great
tribulation, such as has not been since the beginning of the world until this time, no,
nor ever shall be. 22 And unless those days were shortened, no flesh would be saved;
but for the elect’s sake those days will be shortened. 23 “Then if anyone says to you,
‘Look, here is the Christ!’ or ‘There!’ do not believe it. 24 For false christs and false
prophets will rise and show great signs and wonders to deceive, if possible, even the
elect. 25 See, I have told you beforehand. 26 “Therefore if they say to you, ‘Look, He
is in the desert!’ do not go out; or ‘Look, He is in the inner rooms!’ do not believe it.
27 For as the lightning comes from the east and flashes to the west, so also will the
coming of the Son of Man be. 28 For wherever the carcass is, there the eagles will
be gathered together. 29 “Immediately after the tribulation of those days the sun will
be darkened, and the moon will not give its light; the stars will fall from heaven, and
the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 Then the sign of the Son of Man will
appear in heaven, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the
Son of Man coming on the clouds of heaven with power and great glory. 31 And He
will send His angels with a great sound of a trumpet, and they will gather together
His elect from the four winds, from one end of heaven to the other. 32 “Now learn
this parable from the fig tree: When its branch has already become tender and puts
forth leaves, you know that summer is near. 33 So you also, when you see all these
things, know that it is near—at the doors! 34 Assuredly, I say to you, this generation
will by no means pass away till all these things take place. 35 Heaven and earth will
pass away, but My words will by no means pass away. 36 “But of that day and hour
no one knows, not even the angels of heaven, but My Father only. 37 But as the days
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of Noah were, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 38 For as in the days
before the flood, they were eating and drinking, marrying and giving in marriage,
until the day that Noah entered the ark, 39 and did not know until the flood came and
took them all away, so also will the coming of the Son of Man be. 40 Then two men
will be in the field: one will be taken and the other left. 41 Two women will be
grinding at the mill: one will be taken and the other left.

5. Deliverance will be out of Mount Zion in Jerusalem
a. Whoever calls upon the name of the Lord will be delivered

(1) This passage is quoted in Romans 10:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13
For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”

(2) Showing the fulfillment is in the Messianic kingdom
(3) With no distinction to nationality

b. There will be those who survive
(1) Even those whom the Lord shall call
(2) The Lord calls in the latter days of the Messianic age 
(3) Through the gospel 2 Thessalonians 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 to which He called you by our

gospel, for the obtaining of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
c. How did they call on the name of the Lord in the fulfillment

(1) Calling is an appeal to God 
(2) And God would give His response to man's cry for deliverance
(3) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit. — They appealed to God through the apostles
(a) What must I do to be saved?
(b) The Spirit's response was repent and be baptized
(c) Acts 2:39 (NKJV) — 39 For the promise is to you and to your children, and to all

who are afar off, as many as the Lord our God will call.” ---- says that was God
calling them to himself

(4) Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and
wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’ ---- Paul called upon the Lord
(a) People assumed that was him praying
(b) This is assumed to prove baptism is not related to salvation
(c) But the passage says he was baptized calling upon God
(d) Obedience is the appeal to God for deliverance 

(5) Romans 10:12–15 (NKJV) — 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for
the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the
name of the LORD shall be saved.” 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they
have not believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard?
And how shall they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they
are sent? As it is written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of
peace, Who bring glad tidings of good things!” ---- shows what is required to call upon
God
(a) In this fulfillment of Joel 2 a preacher was needed
(b) Hearing the message preached by this preacher
(c) Believing the message preached by the preacher
(d) All were necessary to call upon the name of the Lord
(e) Prayer is not even mentioned in this fulfillment of Joel 2
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III. Joel Chapter 3 - God Will Judge Israel's Enemies, Both Physical And Spiritual ---- Joel 3:1–8
(NKJV)
A. Main Application Is In The Messianic Kingdom Vrs 1 ----  “For behold, in those days and at that

time, When I bring back the captives of Judah and Jerusalem, 
1. For behold in those days and at that time   2:28-32

a. "For" links what was said in chapter 2 with chapter 3
b. When God would pour out His Spirit
c. The fulfillment of this time is in ---- Acts 2:16–21 (NKJV) — 16 But this is what was

spoken by the prophet Joel: 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I
will pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your
young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams. 18 And on My menservants
and on My maidservants I will pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy.
19 I will show wonders in heaven above And signs in the earth beneath: Blood and fire and
vapor of smoke. 20 The sun shall be turned into darkness, And the moon into blood, Before
the coming of the great and awesome day of the LORD. 21 And it shall come to pass That
whoever calls on the name of the LORD Shall be saved.’

d. At the establishment of the Lord's church
e. A time during and after the events of Pentecost 

2. In those days and at that time
a. Unmistakably identifies this as the Messianic time
b. Days of the Spirit being poured upon mankind
c. Days of judgment against the Messianic enemies
d. Deliverance would only be through the Messiah

3. When I restore the fortunes of Judah and Jerusalem

a. This restoration can not be a physical restoration

(1) Neither referring to the Assyrian return
(2) Nor to the Babylonian returns from exile

b. This restoration is a spiritual restoration, spiritual Israel
(1) God would restore His captives ---- Amos 9:11–14 (NKJV) — 11 “On that day I will

raise up The tabernacle of David, which has fallen down, And repair its damages; I will
raise up its ruins, And rebuild it as in the days of old; 12 That they may possess the
remnant of Edom, And all the Gentiles who are called by My name,” Says the LORD
who does this thing. 13 “Behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD, “When the
plowman shall overtake the reaper, And the treader of grapes him who sows seed; The
mountains shall drip with sweet wine, And all the hills shall flow with it. 14 I will bring
back the captives of My people Israel; They shall build the waste cities and inhabit them;
They shall plant vineyards and drink wine from them; They shall also make gardens and
eat fruit from them. 
(a) This is obviously a Messianic time  Vs. 11-12
(b) And God would bring back Israel
(c) Not physical Israel but the church

(2) James applies this prophecy to the church ---- Acts 15:13–20 (NKJV) — 13 And after
they had become silent, James answered, saying, “Men and brethren, listen to me: 14
Simon has declared how God at the first visited the Gentiles to take out of them a people
for His name. 15 And with this the words of the prophets agree, just as it is written: 16
‘After this I will return And will rebuild the tabernacle of David, which has fallen down;
I will rebuild its ruins, And I will set it up; 17 So that the rest of mankind may seek the
LORD, Even all the Gentiles who are called by My name, Says the LORD who does all
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these things.’ 18 “Known to God from eternity are all His works. 19 Therefore I judge
that we should not trouble those from among the Gentiles who are turning to God, 20 but
that we write to them to abstain from things polluted by idols, from sexual immorality,
from things strangled, and from blood.
(a) The rebuilding with  "whosoever" Joel 2:32
(b) With the admittance of the gentiles
(c) Both Jew and gentile in Zion escape judgment 
(d) Building a new spiritual Israel ---- John 10:14–16 (NKJV) — 14 I am the good

shepherd; and I know My sheep, and am known by My own. 15 As the Father knows
Me, even so I know the Father; and I lay down My life for the sheep. 16 And other
sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must bring, and they will hear My
voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.

(3) Isaiah refers to a second restoration of Israel ---- Isaiah 11:10–16 (NKJV) — 10 “And
in that day there shall be a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For
the Gentiles shall seek Him, And His resting place shall be glorious.” 11 It shall come
to pass in that day That the LORD shall set His hand again the second time To recover
the remnant of His people who are left, From Assyria and Egypt, From Pathros and Cush,
From Elam and Shinar, From Hamath and the islands of the sea. 12 He will set up a
banner for the nations, And will assemble the outcasts of Israel, And gather together the
dispersed of Judah From the four corners of the earth. 13 Also the envy of Ephraim shall
depart, And the adversaries of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not envy Judah, And
Judah shall not harass Ephraim. 14 But they shall fly down upon the shoulder of the
Philistines toward the west; Together they shall plunder the people of the East; They shall
lay their hand on Edom and Moab; And the people of Ammon shall obey them. 15 The
LORD will utterly destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt; With His mighty wind He will
shake His fist over the River, And strike it in the seven streams, And make men cross
over dryshod. 16 There will be a highway for the remnant of His people Who will be left
from Assyria, As it was for Israel In the day that he came up from the land of Egypt.
(a) When the nations will resort to the root of Jesse
(b) An obvious reference to Messianic times

(4) Paul quotes Isaiah 11 as fulfilled in Christ Romans 15:8–13 (NKJV) — 8 Now I say
that Jesus Christ has become a servant to the circumcision for the truth of God, to
confirm the promises made to the fathers, 9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for
His mercy, as it is written: “For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles,
And sing to Your name.” 10 And again he says: “Rejoice, O Gentiles, with His people!”
11 And again: “Praise the LORD, all you Gentiles! Laud Him, all you peoples!” 12 And
again, Isaiah says: “There shall be a root of Jesse; And He who shall rise to reign over
the Gentiles, In Him the Gentiles shall hope.” 13 Now may the God of hope fill you with
all joy and peace in believing, that you may abound in hope by the power of the Holy
Spirit.
(a) For the gentiles to glorify God for His mercy
(b) Not a physical fulfillment at some future time
(c) But brought by the power of the Holy Spirit now
(d) During the reign of Christ, He would rule the gentiles

B. God Will Bring All Nations To The Valley Of Jehoshaphat Vrs. 2 ---- I will also gather all nations,
And bring them down to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; And I will enter into judgment with them there
On account of My people, My heritage Israel, Whom they have scattered among the nations; They
have also divided up My land. 3 They have cast lots for My people, Have given a boy as payment
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for a harlot, And sold a girl for wine, that they may drink. 
1. Jehoshaphat means "Jehovah Judges"

a. Not talking about WHERE God will judge the nations 
(1) Not referencing the literal valley of Jehoshaphat
(2) Which was near Jerusalem in Palestine 

b. But WHOM would judge the nations
(1) God will sit in the valley where "Jehovah Judges" 
(2) God Himself would ensure justice is meted out
(3) I will enter into judgment with them there 

2. On behalf of My people 
a. My inheritance
b. Physical and possibly spiritual Israel

3. Whom they have scattered among the nations
a. Not every nation on the earth
b. But every nation that had a part in scattering His people
c. And have divided up my land

4. Their sins against His people
a. They cast lots for my people
b. Traded a boy for a harlot
c. And sold a girl for wine

C. Judgment Upon Enemies Of Physical Israel Is But A Preview Vrs 4 ---- “Indeed, what have you to
do with Me, O Tyre and Sidon, and all the coasts of Philistia? Will you retaliate against Me? But if
you retaliate against Me, Swiftly and speedily I will return your retaliation upon your own head; 5
Because you have taken My silver and My gold, And have carried into your temples My prized
possessions. 6 Also the people of Judah and the people of Jerusalem You have sold to the Greeks,
That you may remove them far from their borders. 7 “Behold, I will raise them Out of the place to
which you have sold them, And will return your retaliation upon your own head. 8 I will sell your
sons and your daughters Into the hand of the people of Judah, And they will sell them to the Sabeans,
To a people far off; For the LORD has spoken.”
1. The prophet addresses two early enemies of physical Israel

a. The Phoenicians - Tyre and Sidon
(1) Tyre was the greatest of the cities in size and power
(2) Sidon was an important seaport 
(3) The two cities 20 miles apart are often linked

b. Philistia
(1) These were another ancient enemy of God's people
(2) From the time of Joshua this nation constantly fought Israel

2. God asks "What are you to me?"
a. Will you repay Me for some wrong you think I've done

(1) Even if you do retaliate swiftly
(2) I will return it upon your head

b. As you sow so will you reap
3. The prophet tells why God holds them guilty and in need of judgment

a. They took His silver and gold 
(1) They took God's precious treasures
(2) And they used them for the temples of their gods
(3) In this way they dishonored God and His possession

b. They took God's sons and daughters
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(1) And sold the sons of Judah to the sons of Java (Greeks)
(2) To remove them from God's land as slaves

c. I will arouse them from the place where you sold them
(1) I will return your recompense upon your own heads
(2) I will sell YOUR sons and YOUR daughters
(3) Into the hands of the sons of Judah 

d. Judah will sell them to the Sabeans
(1) The root of the word means "to take captive"
(2) A group of Bedawin marauders  Job 1:15 (NKJV) — 15 when the Sabeans raided them

and took them away—indeed they have killed the servants with the edge of the sword;
and I alone have escaped to tell you!”

(3) They were nomadic desert dwelling slave traders
4. For the Lord has spoken  Vs. 8b

a. This will surely take place
b. God will punish those that have mistreated His nation

D. So God Will Judge The Enemies of  Spiritual Israel By Nations ---- Joel 3:9–17 (NKJV)
1. The Prophet Issues A Proclamation From God   Vs. 9-10 ---- 9 Proclaim this among the nations:

“Prepare for war! Wake up the mighty men, Let all the men of war draw near, Let them come
up. 10 Beat your plowshares into swords And your pruning hooks into spears; Let the weak say,
‘I am strong.’ ” 
a. Prepare for war

(1) Rouse the mighty men
(2) Let all the soldiers draw near
(3) Let them all come up for war

b. Prepare even the weak (the untrained) farmers for battle
(1) Beat your plowshares into swords
(2) And your pruning hooks into spears
(3) The opposite action of a peaceful purpose

c. Let them say "I am a mighty man" of war
2. Raise up the nations for a mighty army of God's judgment

E. The Call Is To Hasten And Come All Nations  Vs. 11-14 ---- 11 Assemble and come, all you nations,
And gather together all around. Cause Your mighty ones to go down there, O LORD. 12 “Let the
nations be wakened, and come up to the Valley of Jehoshaphat; For there I will sit to judge all the
surrounding nations. 13 Put in the sickle, for the harvest is ripe. Come, go down; For the winepress
is full, The vats overflow— For their wickedness is great.” 14 Multitudes, multitudes in the valley
of decision! For the day of the LORD is near in the valley of decision. 
1. The prophet prays "Bring down O Lord thy mighty ones"

a. Gather yourselves there 
b. Come all you surrounding nations
c. Gather a mighty army for the Lord

2. Quickly rouse the nations to the valley of Jehoshaphat
a. Jehoshaphat - "Jehovah Judges"

(1) For I will sit to judge the surrounding nations
(2) I will judge by My mighty army

b. God has called a great and mighty army of nations
(1) Whom He has called to wage a war of judgment
(2) To judge the enemies of spiritual Israel, the church

c. God commands Put in the sickle for the harvest is ripe 
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(1) Come tread for the wine press is full
(a) The vats are overflowing
(b) For their wickedness is great
(c) Come tread the wine press of God's wrath

(2) The armies of God come in judgment of the nations 
(a) In the time when the spirit is given to mankind
(b) And judgment to the Messiah's enemies ---- Revelation 19:11–15 (NKJV) — 11

Now I saw heaven opened, and behold, a white horse. And He who sat on him was
called Faithful and True, and in righteousness He judges and makes war. 12 His eyes
were like a flame of fire, and on His head were many crowns. He had a name written
that no one knew except Himself. 13 He was clothed with a robe dipped in blood,
and His name is called The Word of God. 14 And the armies in heaven, clothed in
fine linen, white and clean, followed Him on white horses. 15 Now out of His mouth
goes a sharp sword, that with it He should strike the nations. And He Himself will
rule them with a rod of iron. He Himself treads the winepress of the fierceness and
wrath of Almighty God.

3. Multitudes and multitudes in the valley of decision
a. For The Day of the Lord is near

(1) In the valley of decision
(2) The judgment of the nations is of God
(3) By the force He has marshaled for His purpose  

b. This judgment is for the enemies of spiritual Israel
(1) As God judges the enemies of His physical seed
(2) So he too will judge the enemies of His spiritual seed
(3) In that day, the day of the outpouring of the Spirit

F. National Judgment On These Enemies Of Spiritual Israel  Vs. 15-16a ---- 15 The sun and moon will
grow dark, And the stars will diminish their brightness. 16 The LORD also will roar from Zion, And
utter His voice from Jerusalem; 
1. For those enemies of the church 

a. The sun and moon grow dark
b. The stars lose their brightness
c. Their world is destroyed

2. The Lord roars from Zion
a. He utters His voice from Jerusalem
b. The mighty roar of the lion of Judah ---- Revelation 5:5 (NKJV) — 5 But one of the elders

said to me, “Do not weep. Behold, the Lion of the tribe of Judah, the Root of David, has
prevailed to open the scroll and to loose its seven seals.”

G. Christ In His Kingdom Is An Impenetrable fortress  Vs. 16b-17  —The heavens and earth will shake;
But the LORD will be a shelter for His people, And the strength of the children of Israel. 17 “So you
shall know that I am the LORD your God, Dwelling in Zion My holy mountain. Then Jerusalem
shall be holy, And no aliens shall ever pass through her again.”
1. Even as the nations that are enemies of Christ are destroyed

a. As their heavens and earth tremble
b. And their world vanishes

2. The Lord is a refuge for His people
a. Then you will know that I am the Lord your God
b. And that I will dwell among My people

3. Jerusalem will be a fortress to the sons of spiritual Israel

Page 31 of  33



a. They will know That He dwells in Zion, My holy mountain
b. So Jerusalem will be holy

(1) No longer will strangers pass through it 
(2) As they did through physical Jerusalem
(3) Ransacking and taking God's treasures

4. It will be an unshakable kingdom ---- Hebrews 12:25–29 (NKJV) — 25 See that you do not
refuse Him who speaks. For if they did not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much
more shall we not escape if we turn away from Him who speaks from heaven, 26 whose voice
then shook the earth; but now He has promised, saying, “Yet once more I shake not only the
earth, but also heaven.” 27 Now this, “Yet once more,” indicates the removal of those things that
are being shaken, as of things that are made, that the things which cannot be shaken may remain.
28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by
which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29 For our God is a
consuming fire.
a. Do not refuse Him who speaks

(1) Just as His voice shook the heavens and the earth
(2) His power removes that which can be shaken (created)

b. We receive an unshakable kingdom
c. Let us show gratitude to Him

(1) Offer to God an acceptable service
(2) With reverence and awe
(3) For our God is a consuming fire

H. The Spiritual Blessings And Permanence of The Church ---- Joel 3:18–21 (NKJV)19
1. It Will Come About In That Day Vs. 18a — 18 And it will come to pass in that day 

a. That day must be identified with the context
b. The day of the Messianic kingdom
c. In the days of the church

2. Spiritual Blessings Will Come In Jerusalem  Vs. 18b ---- That the mountains shall drip with new
wine, The hills shall flow with milk, And all the brooks of Judah shall be flooded with water;
A fountain shall flow from the house of the LORD And water the Valley of Acacias. 
a. The mountains will drip with sweet wine

(1) Sweet wine is the non-alcoholic freshest drink
(2) It is literally "fresh pressed out grape juice"
(3) In contrast to the wine of God's wrath on the nations
(4) This is the sweet wine of  blessings To His church

b. The hills will flow with milk
c. All the brooks of Judah will flow with water 

(1) There is no hint of the current drought 
(2) In the Messianic Kingdom water abounds 
(3) Life giving water is everywhere
(4) A spring will go out from the house of the Lord

(a) To water the valley of Shittim  Numbers 33:49 (NKJV) — 49 They camped by the
Jordan, from Beth Jesimoth as far as the Abel Acacia Grove in the plains of Moab.
i) This is the valley where the children stopped
ii) Their last camp before crossing the Jordan
iii) Before entering the land of promise the land of rest

(b) In the days of the Messiah
i) Christ is that spring from the house of God ---- John 4:7–14 (NKJV) — 7 A
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woman of Samaria came to draw water. Jesus said to her, “Give Me a drink.” 8
For His disciples had gone away into the city to buy food. 9 Then the woman of
Samaria said to Him, “How is it that You, being a Jew, ask a drink from me, a
Samaritan woman?” For Jews have no dealings with Samaritans. 10 Jesus
answered and said to her, “If you knew the gift of God, and who it is who says
to you, ‘Give Me a drink,’ you would have asked Him, and He would have given
you living water.” 11 The woman said to Him, “Sir, You have nothing to draw
with, and the well is deep. Where then do You get that living water? 12 Are You
greater than our father Jacob, who gave us the well, and drank from it himself,
as well as his sons and his livestock?” 13 Jesus answered and said to her,
“Whoever drinks of this water will thirst again, 14 but whoever drinks of the
water that I shall give him will never thirst. But the water that I shall give him
will become in him a fountain of water springing up into everlasting life.”

ii) Heaven is the promised land we stop short of entering
iii) The land of rest for spiritual Israel ---- Hebrews 4:6–11 (NKJV) — 6 Since

therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first
preached did not enter because of disobedience, 7 again He designates a certain
day, saying in David, “Today,” after such a long time, as it has been said: “Today,
if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.” 8 For if Joshua had given
them rest, then He would not afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There
remains therefore a rest for the people of God. 10 For he who has entered His rest
has himself also ceased from his works as God did from His. 11 Let us therefore
be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall according to the same example of
disobedience.

3. As God's Enemies Will Be Judged Vrs. 19-21 ---- “Egypt shall be a desolation, And Edom a
desolate wilderness, Because of violence against the people of Judah, For they have shed
innocent blood in their land. 20 But Judah shall abide forever, And Jerusalem from generation
to generation. 21 For I will acquit them of the guilt of bloodshed, whom I had not acquitted; For
the LORD dwells in Zion.
a. Egypt will become a waste
b. Edom will become a desolate wilderness
c. Because of the violence done to the sons of Judah
d. In whose land they shed innocent blood
e. I will avenge their blood which I have not avenged

4. So Judah Would Be An Everlasting Kingdom  Vs 20-21
a. It will be inhabited forever 

(1) Jerusalem would be for all generations
(2) Clearly a Messianic time of spiritual blessings in the church

b. For the Lord dwells in His holy mountain
(1) God will dwell among His people in that day
(2) His name shall be called Immanuel "God with Us" Matthew 1:23 (NKJV) — 23

“Behold, the virgin shall be with child, and bear a Son, and they shall call His name
Immanuel,” which is translated, “God with us.”

IV. In Conclusion:
A. There is A Lot to learn from the message/sermon of the Prophet Joel

Page 33 of  33


