
"STUDIES IN THE MINOR PROPHETS" - Introduction To The Minor Prophets - Focus
On The Preacher Series - Lesson 9

INTRODUCTION
A. As we now begin our look at the Messages/Sermons of the O.T. and N.T. speakers, I want us to

focus not on the men themselves but rather of the circumstances/times of the message, the message
itself, the tone of the message and the peoples reaction, and the final outcome.
1. Having stressed in the past two lessons about the fact that Christians need to be ALERT because

the Judgment day is coming - it is my aim to impress on our minds how God is the same
yesterday as He is TODAY and will be Tomorrow as well.

2. We serve a risen Savior, who changes not - so if the warnings are there (which they are and
abound in numbers) - we can not be dismissive of them and react in a lukewarm manner, because
learning from the past - What God said to others, How God inter-acted with those of old, and
WHAT God did - is in all reality a pre-cursor of what is to come - should the God delay the final
day of Judgment.

3. In my mind, there can be no better a place to start this part of our study with looking at depth of
the messages of the 12 - the 12 Minor prophets,
a. We will engage ourselves in a expository method of study - through out the time afforded us

to learn from these phrophets, in many ways over looked because they are MINOR!  
B. While Christians are not under the Old Testament as a system of justification, the O.T. is of great

value for us today... as we are noting in our Adult Bible Study classes here by looking at the various
characters we have been studying....
1. Written for our learning, it is a source of comfort and hope - Romans 15:4

a. Romans 15:4 (NKJV) — 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our
learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.

2. Written for our admonition, we learn what mistakes to avoid - 1Corinthians 10:11
a. 1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) — 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and

they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.
3. As with all scripture inspired of God, it is profitable "for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for

instruction in righteousness" - cf. 2Timothy 3:14-17
a. 2 Timothy 3:14–17 (NKJV) — 14 But you must continue in the things which you have

learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15 and that from
childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for
salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of
God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in
righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good
work.

C. This is especially true with regard to "The Minor Prophets"... - this will serve as an introduction to
our focus on the preacher and the message he proclaims to the people.   As we turn our attention
from the importance of our work - to the importance of the message - we will note the circumstances,
the peoples reaction, the message and s brief look at the preacher themselves.  Remember it is not
about the MAN - it is about the Words that PROCEED FROM GOD!
1. A collection of twelve books that make up the last part of the Old Testament in our Bibles today

- yet it must be understood that these are not in Chronological order as far as history goes.
2. Beginning with Hosea, and ending with Malachi

a. Those willing to study these books will find their lives enriched as they increase...
(1) Their knowledge of God's holiness, righteousness, justice and mercy - something that is

ever a part of the sermons we are preaching during our every day lives to those around
us.
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(2) Their understanding of God's dealings in the nations of men and the time frames of
God’s Warnings - all are impressed upon the minds of men everywhere, in every time
and in every culture.

b. And as such will recognize the Minor Prophets - have a greater appreciation of the Bible as
a literary masterpiece

D. [With this lesson, we begin a series of studies in which we will survey "The Minor Prophets". Before
we examine our first book, some introductory material may prove helpful...]

II. WHO WERE THE PROPHETS?
A. THE OLD COVENANT HAD DIFFERENT KINDS OF INSTRUCTORS... 

1. There was Moses, the lawgiver - Neh 8:1,14; 9:13-14; Jn 1:17; 7:19
a. Nehemiah 8:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now all the people gathered together as one man in the open

square that was in front of the Water Gate; and they told Ezra the scribe to bring the Book
of the Law of Moses, which the LORD had commanded Israel.

b. Nehemiah 8:14 (NKJV) — 14 And they found written in the Law, which the LORD had
commanded by Moses, that the children of Israel should dwell in booths during the feast of
the seventh month,

c. Nehemiah 9:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 “You came down also on Mount Sinai, And spoke with
them from heaven, And gave them just ordinances and true laws, Good statutes and
commandments. 14 You made known to them Your holy Sabbath, And commanded them
precepts, statutes and laws, By the hand of Moses Your servant.

d. John 1:17 (NKJV) — 17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came
through Jesus Christ.

e. John 7:19 (NKJV) — 19 Did not Moses give you the law, yet none of you keeps the law?
Why do you seek to kill Me?”

2. There were the priests, administrators of the law - Lev 10:8-11; Hos 4:6; Ezek 22:26; Mal 2:7
a. Leviticus 10:8–11 (NKJV) — 8 Then the LORD spoke to Aaron, saying: 9 “Do not drink

wine or intoxicating drink, you, nor your sons with you, when you go into the tabernacle of
meeting, lest you die. It shall be a statute forever throughout your generations, 10 that you
may distinguish between holy and unholy, and between unclean and clean, 11 and that you
may teach the children of Israel all the statutes which the LORD has spoken to them by the
hand of Moses.”

b. Hosea 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have
rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have
forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.

c. Ezekiel 22:26 (NKJV) — 26 Her priests have violated My law and profaned My holy things;
they have not distinguished between the holy and unholy, nor have they made known the
difference between the unclean and the clean; and they have hidden their eyes from My
Sabbaths, so that I am profaned among them.

d. Malachi 2:7 (NKJV) — 7 “For the lips of a priest should keep knowledge, And people
should seek the law from his mouth; For he is the messenger of the LORD of hosts.

3. There were the wise men, who gave counsel - 2Sam 14:1-24; 20:16-22
a. 2 Samuel 14:1–24 (NKJV) — 1 So Joab the son of Zeruiah perceived that the king’s heart

was concerned about Absalom. 2 And Joab sent to Tekoa and brought from there a wise
woman, and said to her, “Please pretend to be a mourner, and put on mourning apparel; do
not anoint yourself with oil, but act like a woman who has been mourning a long time for the
dead. 3 Go to the king and speak to him in this manner.” So Joab put the words in her mouth.
4 And when the woman of Tekoa spoke to the king, she fell on her face to the ground and
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prostrated herself, and said, “Help, O king!” 5 Then the king said to her, “What troubles
you?” And she answered, “Indeed I am a widow, my husband is dead. 6 Now your
maidservant had two sons; and the two fought with each other in the field, and there was no
one to part them, but the one struck the other and killed him. 7 And now the whole family
has risen up against your maidservant, and they said, ‘Deliver him who struck his brother,
that we may execute him for the life of his brother whom he killed; and we will destroy the
heir also.’ So they would extinguish my ember that is left, and leave to my husband neither
name nor remnant on the earth.” 8 Then the king said to the woman, “Go to your house, and
I will give orders concerning you.” 9 And the woman of Tekoa said to the king, “My lord,
O king, let the iniquity be on me and on my father’s house, and the king and his throne be
guiltless.” 10 So the king said, “Whoever says anything to you, bring him to me, and he shall
not touch you anymore.” 11 Then she said, “Please let the king remember the LORD your
God, and do not permit the avenger of blood to destroy anymore, lest they destroy my son.”
And he said, “As the LORD lives, not one hair of your son shall fall to the ground.” 12
Therefore the woman said, “Please, let your maidservant speak another word to my lord the
king.” And he said, “Say on.” 13 So the woman said: “Why then have you schemed such a
thing against the people of God? For the king speaks this thing as one who is guilty, in that
the king does not bring his banished one home again. 14 For we will surely die and become
like water spilled on the ground, which cannot be gathered up again. Yet God does not take
away a life; but He devises means, so that His banished ones are not expelled from Him. 15
Now therefore, I have come to speak of this thing to my lord the king because the people
have made me afraid. And your maidservant said, ‘I will now speak to the king; it may be
that the king will perform the request of his maidservant. 16 For the king will hear and
deliver his maidservant from the hand of the man who would destroy me and my son together
from the inheritance of God.’ 17 Your maidservant said, ‘The word of my lord the king will
now be comforting; for as the angel of God, so is my lord the king in discerning good and
evil. And may the LORD your God be with you.’ ” 18 Then the king answered and said to
the woman, “Please do not hide from me anything that I ask you.” And the woman said,
“Please, let my lord the king speak.” 19 So the king said, “Is the hand of Joab with you in all
this?” And the woman answered and said, “As you live, my lord the king, no one can turn
to the right hand or to the left from anything that my lord the king has spoken. For your
servant Joab commanded me, and he put all these words in the mouth of your maidservant.
20 To bring about this change of affairs your servant Joab has done this thing; but my lord
is wise, according to the wisdom of the angel of God, to know everything that is in the
earth.” 21 And the king said to Joab, “All right, I have granted this thing. Go therefore, bring
back the young man Absalom.” 22 Then Joab fell to the ground on his face and bowed
himself, and thanked the king. And Joab said, “Today your servant knows that I have found
favor in your sight, my lord, O king, in that the king has fulfilled the request of his servant.”
23 So Joab arose and went to Geshur, and brought Absalom to Jerusalem. 24 And the king
said, “Let him return to his own house, but do not let him see my face.” So Absalom returned
to his own house, but did not see the king’s face.

b. 2 Samuel 20:16–22 (NKJV) — 16 Then a wise woman cried out from the city, “Hear, hear!
Please say to Joab, ‘Come nearby, that I may speak with you.’ ” 17 When he had come near
to her, the woman said, “Are you Joab?” He answered, “I am.” Then she said to him, “Hear
the words of your maidservant.” And he answered, “I am listening.” 18 So she spoke, saying,
“They used to talk in former times, saying, ‘They shall surely seek guidance at Abel,’ and so
they would end disputes. 19 I am among the peaceable and faithful in Israel. You seek to
destroy a city and a mother in Israel. Why would you swallow up the inheritance of the
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LORD?” 20 And Joab answered and said, “Far be it, far be it from me, that I should swallow
up or destroy! 21 That is not so. But a man from the mountains of Ephraim, Sheba the son
of Bichri by name, has raised his hand against the king, against David. Deliver him only, and
I will depart from the city.” So the woman said to Joab, “Watch, his head will be thrown to
you over the wall.” 22 Then the woman in her wisdom went to all the people. And they cut
off the head of Sheba the son of Bichri, and threw it out to Joab. Then he blew a trumpet, and
they withdrew from the city, every man to his tent. So Joab returned to the king at Jerusalem.

4. There were the psalmists, poets who were the "sweet singers" of Israel - cf. 2Sam 23:1; 1Chron
6:33
a. 2 Samuel 23:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now these are the last words of David. Thus says David the son

of Jesse; Thus says the man raised up on high, The anointed of the God of Jacob, And the
sweet psalmist of Israel:

b. 1 Chronicles 6:33 (NKJV) — 33 And these are the ones who ministered with their sons: Of
the sons of the Kohathites were Heman the singer, the son of Joel, the son of Samuel,

5. There were the prophets, communicators of the Word of God
B. A "PROPHET" WAS A SPOKESMAN FOR ANOTHER...

1. Like Aaron was for his brother Moses - Exodus 4:16; 7:1
a. Exodus 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 So he shall be your spokesman to the people. And he himself

shall be as a mouth for you, and you shall be to him as God.
b. Exodus 7:1 (NKJV) — 1 So the LORD said to Moses: “See, I have made you as God to

Pharaoh, and Aaron your brother shall be your prophet.
2. The word literally means "to boil up like a fountain"

C. Under the influence of the Holy Spirit, a prophet...
1. Was a spokesman for God - 2Peter 1:21

a. 2 Peter 1:21 (NKJV) — 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of
God spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

2. Was given something to say, and had to say it! - Jer 20:7-9
a. Jeremiah 20:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 O LORD, You induced me, and I was persuaded; You are

stronger than I, and have prevailed. I am in derision daily; Everyone mocks me. 8 For when
I spoke, I cried out; I shouted, “Violence and plunder!” Because the word of the LORD was
made to me A reproach and a derision daily. 9 Then I said, “I will not make mention of Him,
Nor speak anymore in His name.” But His word was in my heart like a burning fire Shut up
in my bones; I was weary of holding it back, And I could not.

3. A prophet was primarily a "forth-teller", though sometimes a "fore-teller"
a. God's word often pertained to future events
b. The fulfilled prophecies of these prophets are therefore a strong proof of inspiration
c. -- But much of their word concerned not the future, but current events

D. OTHER DESIGNATIONS HELP TO DEFINE THE ROLE OF A PROPHET...
1. Early in Israel's history they were called "seers" - 1Sam 9:9

a. 1 Samuel 9:9 (NKJV) — 9 (Formerly in Israel, when a man went to inquire of God, he spoke
thus: “Come, let us go to the seer”; for he who is now called a prophet was formerly called
a seer.)

2. Another appellation was "man of God" - 1Sam 9:6; 1Kings 17:18
a. 1 Samuel 9:6 (NKJV) — 6 And he said to him, “Look now, there is in this city a man of

God, and he is an honorable man; all that he says surely comes to pass. So let us go there;
perhaps he can show us the way that we should go.”

b. 1 Kings 17:18 (NKJV) — 18 So she said to Elijah, “What have I to do with you, O man of
God? Have you come to me to bring my sin to remembrance, and to kill my son?”

Page 4 of  8



3. Also known as a "servant of God" - 1Kings 18:36; 1Chron 6:49
a. 1 Kings 18:36 (NKJV) — 36 And it came to pass, at the time of the offering of the evening

sacrifice, that Elijah the prophet came near and said, “LORD God of Abraham, Isaac, and
Israel, let it be known this day that You are God in Israel and I am Your servant, and that I
have done all these things at Your word.

b. 1 Chronicles 6:49 (NKJV) — 49 But Aaron and his sons offered sacrifices on the altar of
burnt offering and on the altar of incense, for all the work of the Most Holy Place, and to
make atonement for Israel, according to all that Moses the servant of God had commanded.

4. They served as God's "messenger" - Isa 42:19
a. Isaiah 42:19 (NKJV) — 19 Who is blind but My servant, Or deaf as My messenger whom

I send? Who is blind as he who is perfect, And blind as the LORD’s servant?
5. They were also assigned the role of "watchman" - Ezek 3:17; 33:7

a. Ezekiel 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 “Son of man, I have made you a watchman for the house of
Israel; therefore hear a word from My mouth, and give them warning from Me:

b. Ezekiel 33:7 (NKJV) — 7 “So you, son of man: I have made you a watchman for the house
of Israel; therefore you shall hear a word from My mouth and warn them for Me.

E. [The prophets were therefore servants of God, divinely appointed and inspired to proclaim His Word.
At times, they were messengers of God's word as it applied to the present, serving as watchmen of
the people of God; other times, God's message pertained to the future, and as such they were "seers"
of things to come.]

III. HOW ARE THE PROPHETS CLASSIFIED?
A. IT IS COMMON TO SPEAK OF "ORAL" AND "LITERARY" PROPHETS...

1. The "oral" prophets are those who left no writings bearing their names
a. Such as Elijah and Elisha - cf. 1Kings 17; 2Kings 2
b. Many others, including Nathan (2Sam 12), Gad (2 Sam 24:11), Ahijah (1Kings 11:29)

(1) 2 Samuel 24:11 (NKJV) — 11 Now when David arose in the morning, the word of the
LORD came to the prophet Gad, David’s seer, saying,

(2) 1 Kings 11:29 (NKJV) — 29 Now it happened at that time, when Jeroboam went out of
Jerusalem, that the prophet Ahijah the Shilonite met him on the way; and he had clothed
himself with a new garment, and the two were alone in the field.

2. Those who left books bearing their names are called the "literary" prophets - THE LITERARY
PROPHETS ARE CATEGORIZED AS "MAJOR" AND "MINOR" PROPHETS...
a. Augustine is credited with being the first to classify them in this way
b. The distinction pertains only to the length of the books

(1) The "major prophets" include the books of Isaiah, Jeremiah, Lamentations, Ezekiel,
Daniel

(2) The "minor prophets" are those twelve books from Hosea to Malachi
B. [As we consider the works of the "literary" prophets, we should note that the order of the books in

our Bibles is not chronological. Therefore it may serve useful to review...]

IV. THE LITERARY PROPHETS IN CHRONOLOGICAL ORDER - Please note: Dating the
prophets is not without controversy, and with some it can be very difficult. What I provide below
are the estimates among many conservative scholars...

A. NINTH CENTURY (EARLY ASSYRIAN PERIOD)
1. Obadiah (ca. 845 B.C)
2. Joel (ca 830 B.C.)
3. Jonah (790-750 B.C.)

Page 5 of  8



a. -- This is during the period of "The Divided Kingdom" in Israel's history; to the north and
east the empire of Assyria was beginning to make its presence known in Israel

B. EIGHTH CENTURY (ASSYRIAN PERIOD)
1. Amos (755 B.C.)
2. Hosea (750-725 B.C.)
3. Isaiah (740-700 B.C.)
4. Micah (735-700 B.C.)

a. -- In 722 B.C., the northern kingdom of Israel was taken into Assyrian captivity; these
prophets were proclaiming God's message as the nation was being threatened from the north

C. SEVENTH CENTURY (CHALDEAN/BABYLONIAN PERIOD)
1. Jeremiah (626-586 B.C.)
2. Zephaniah (630-625 B.C.)
3. Nahum (625-612 B.C.)
4. Habakkuk (625-605 B.C.)

a. -- Assyria was eventually defeated by Babylon; these prophets served as God's messengers
when the Babylonian empire threatened the kingdom of Judah

D. SIXTH CENTURY (THE EXILE PERIOD of Judah)
1. Ezekiel (593-570 B.C.)
2. Daniel (605-536 B.C.)

a. -- Like many of their countrymen, these prophets were taken into Babylonian captivity; from
Babylon they served as God's messengers to both captives and kings

E. SIXTH AND FIFTH CENTURIES (POST-EXILIC PERIOD)
1. Haggai (520 B.C.)
2. Zechariah (520-518 B.C.)
3. Malachi (ca. 440 B.C.)

a. -- After the Jews were allowed to return home from Babylonian captivity, God used Haggai
and Zechariah to encourage the people to rebuild the temple; later, Malachi was used to
reform the priesthood during the time of Ezra and Nehemiah

b. [Finally, here are some thoughts on...]

V. UNDERSTANDING THE MESSAGE OF THE PROPHETS
A. THREE THINGS TO BEAR IN MIND AS YOU STUDY THE PROPHETS...

1. Seek to understand the political, social and religious conditions of the times
2. Any interpretation must consider how the message was relevant for the people to whom the

prophet spoke
a. Secondary fulfillment of prophecy is often found in the NT, but this can be understood only

when applied by inspired writers of the NT
3. Guard against making interpretations that are purely speculative

a. Any application to modern events must be carefully harmonized in light of the NT
B. Consider God's relation to the heathen nations (i.e., other than Israel and Judah)

1. The prophets often revealed how God directed their destiny and judged them
2. This may provide insight as to how Christ rules the nations today! - cf. Matt 28:18; Rev 1:5;

2:26;27
a. Matthew 28:18 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has

been given to Me in heaven and on earth.
(1) Revelation 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn

from the dead, and the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and
washed us from our sins in His own blood,
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(2) Revelation 2:26 (NKJV) — 26 And he who overcomes, and keeps My works until the
end, to him I will give power over the nations—

(3) Revelation 2:27 (NKJV) — 27 ‘He shall rule them with a rod of iron; They shall be
dashed to pieces like the potter’s vessels’— as I also have received from My Father;

b. Note any teaching regarding the Messiah and His coming kingdom - Acts 26:6-7; 28:20
(1) Acts 26:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 And now I stand and am judged for the hope of the promise

made by God to our fathers. 7 To this promise our twelve tribes, earnestly serving God
night and day, hope to attain. For this hope’s sake, King Agrippa, I am accused by the
Jews.

(2) Acts 28:20 (NKJV) — 20 For this reason therefore I have called for you, to see you and
speak with you, because for the hope of Israel I am bound with this chain.”

C. The immediate mission of most prophets was to save God's people from idolatry and wickedness
1. Failing that, they were sent to announce God's judgment and the coming destruction of the nation
2. But many prophets left a message of hope for the future, regarding the Messiah who would come

and establish a kingdom that could never be destroyed!
D. SOME OF THE GREAT THEMES DEVELOPED BY THE PROPHETS...

1. The holiness of God - He is absolutely pure, righteous, just, merciful, tender, loving, and
longsuffering

2. The sovereignty of God - He rules the universe and is above all
3. The immutability of God's word
4. He carries out His promises
5. One can depend upon Him to act consistently with His Word
6. The terribleness of sin
7. God abhors iniquity, and will not tolerate, overlook, nor excuse it

a. But He is willing to forgive those who humbly repent
8. Repentance and righteousness

a. This is the clarion call of the prophets
b. Though severe is God's punishment of the wicked, yet God's mercy is great in loving

kindness upon the righteous who are of broken spirit and contrite heart
9. The worship due God - The proper reverence, awe, and respect for God will cause one to praise

Him and give thanks for His wonderful grace and mercy!

VI. IN CONCLUSION:
A. Why study "The Minor Prophets"? Because in them we learn about...

1. The nature of God, His holiness, justice, righteousness and mercy
2. The workings of God, as He dealt with nations, bringing judgment upon the guilty ...which can

help us in our relationship with God today, giving us comfort and hope to face the future,
knowing that God is in ultimate control!

B. I hope this brief introduction has whetted your appetite to study "The Minor Prophets". 
1. Our next lesson will begin the study in earnest with a look at the book of Obadiah...

C. It is also in these works, these words - that we can see the charge given to us to be the “Bible” that
the lost in darkness may read - so that they will be drawn to God in repentance and return to their
fundamental purpose in life - Ecclesiastes 12:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the
whole matter: Fear God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all. 14 For God will bring
every work into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.
1. May our message be heard loud and clear - not just in the confines of this buildings walls.

Main Outline From Mark Copeland - Executable Outlines - adapted and modified for this series on Focusing
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on the Preacher 2023 and our sermons we preach daily ---- John Cripps
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