
 The World's Greatest Preacher
Introduction:

A. As we begin yet another year that the Lord has blessed us with - I start today with the mind to study
the importance of the preacher and the work that is to be done!
1. No not the one that stands before you - but the acknowledgment of Romans 10:8,14-15

a. Romans 10:8 (NKJV) — 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and
in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach):

b. Romans 10:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not
believed? And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall
they hear without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is
written: “How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad
tidings of good things!”
(1) cf Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,

baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

(2) Mark 16:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach
the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned.

2. Yes, that is you and me - children and servants of God in His Vineyard and Kingdom.
a. Remember you are the “ONLY BIBLE the WORLD WILL EVER READ”

B. Now who is the GREATEST PREACHER - In considering the GREATEST EVER PREACHER
– we note the WORLD’S ATTITUDE First.- GOAT – these words have been used to basically
describe a few individuals of late.
1. G – GREATEST
2. O – OF
3. A – ALL
4. T – Time
5. MANY who have been given this title have accepted it and PRIDEFULLY asserted it! – cf.

Proverbs 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 Pride goes before destruction, And a haughty spirit before a fall.
a. I think of Muhammed Ali (float like a butterfly, sting like a bee), of the builders and owners

of the Titanic (this ship is unsinkable - not even God himself can sink it), of Messi and this
past world Cup....of so many others we can mention here.

b. So many examples in history - only to have the GREATS come crashing down - but this is
not what I want to focus on this morning.

C. As egotistical as man is, he would hardly claim for himself the honor of being the world's greatest
preacher ever.
1. A few men have elevated themselves, or accepted the elevation given them by others –

“AMERICA’s PREACHER”, Oral Roberts and Jimmy Swaggart, or Jim Baker etc.
2. All accepted the various titles and accolades men gave to them - lived like kings and gods and

fell like mere mortals.
D. Now in my estimate A certain sign of smallness in any man, of his very significance, is revealed

when he begins to boast of his accomplishments.
1. No one is like Me - I’m the Best (even GOAT) - reflect on this name and the Satanic

connotations.
E. Jesus, the world's greatest preacher, never boasted of his greatness.

1. He had much that He could boast about - John Writes this - John 21:24–25 (NKJV) — 24 This
is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote these things; and we know that his
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testimony is true. 25 And there are also many other things that Jesus did, which if they were
written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself could not contain the books that would
be written. Amen.

II. Jesus Is Different.
A. John 7:46, "The officers answered, "Never did a man speak the way this man speaks."

1. These officers had heard the learned Jewish rabbis.
2. They doubtless had heard the Stoic and Epicurean philosophers.
3. They had heard the rest but when they heard Jesus, they heard the best.
4. No wonder they said, "Never did a man speak the way this man speaks."

B. Jesus, the greatest teacher, said, "All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth."
(Matthew 28:18 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been
given to Me in heaven and on earth.)
1. No man before or since the days of Jesus could make such a high and holy claim.
2. The authority we have today is delegated authority - we can only speak and preach the words that

have been given unto us .....in much the same way like the Holy Spirit in the N.T.
a. When a preacher comes up with an original totally new sermon - he had better never step up

into the pulpit and preach it.
b. Everything, that is said comes from God and His Word - there is truly nothing new under the

sun.

III. Why Listen To Jesus as the GREATEST TEACHER THIS WORLD HAS EVER KNOWN?
A. God sent Jesus into the world.

1. Nicodemus, the Jew, knew this great truth and confessed it.
a. John 3:2, "Rabbi, we know that You have come from God as a teacher; for no one can do

these signs that You do unless God is with him."
2. Jesus revealed this truth when He prayed to God.

a. John 17:18, "As You sent Me into the world, I also have sent them into the world."
3. If we reject Jesus, we reject the God who sent Him.

B. God sent Jesus into the world with a message.
1. God told Moses years before that He would raise up a prophet like him.  God would put His

words in the prophet's mouth and would hold people to strict adherence regarding the way they
treated this prophet's teaching. (Deut. 18:18-19)
a. Deuteronomy 18:18–19 (NKJV) — 18 I will raise up for them a Prophet like you from

among their brethren, and will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak to them all
that I command Him. 19 And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which He
speaks in My name, I will require it of him.

2. Jesus said His teaching was God's teaching.
a. John 12:49, "For I have not spoken on My own authority; but the Father who sent Me gave

Me a command, what I should say and what I should speak."
3. Peter said (John 6:68), "Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal life."
4. Thus when we reject Christ's teaching, we reject God's teaching, also the message of eternal life.

C. God commanded us concerning His Son: "Listen to Him" (Matthew 17:5 (NKJV) — 5 While he
was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the
cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”)
1. Paul reminds us of these words in Col. 3:16, "Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all

wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing
with grace in your hearts to the Lord."
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2. Christ is the one that must be followed.
D. Christ's work on earth was accomplished and God took Him back to heaven.

1. Acts 1:11, "...This same Jesus, who was taken up from you into heaven, will so come in like
manner as you saw Him go into heaven."

2. Surely this is another good reason why we should listen to Jesus.

IV. What Did Jesus Say?
A. Jesus said to do all that He had commanded.

1. Luke 17:10, "So you too, when you do all the things which are commanded you, say, 'We are
unworthy slaves; we have done only that which we ought to have done.'"

2. Matt. 7:21, "Not everyone who says to Me, 'Lord, Lord,' will enter the kingdom of heaven; but
he who does the will of My Father who is in heaven."

B. Jesus said (Matt 15:9), "But in vain do they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the precepts of
men."
1. To follow man's traditions in place of God's commands makes our worship vain.

C. Jesus said (Mark 16:16), "He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who
has disbelieved shall be condemned."
1. Notice the order: (1) believe, (2) baptized, (3) saved.
2. Man changes the order and says: believe, saved, baptized.
3. Jesus is talking about a burial in water (Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:12)

a. Romans 6:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life.

b. Colossians 2:12 (NKJV) — 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

D. Jesus said (John 10:9), "I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he shall be saved, and shall go
in and out, and find pasture."
1. It is certain that Jesus is talking about entering his "one fold," "one body," "one church" in order

to be saved (John 10:16; Col. 1:18)
a. John 10:16 (NKJV) — 16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I

must bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.
b. Colossians 1:18 (NKJV) — 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the

beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
2. Jews and Gentiles found salvation in the days of the apostles in the "one body."

a. Eph. 2:16, "and might reconcile them both in one body to God through the cross, by it
having put to death the enmity."

V. In Conclusion:
A. They did not find salvation in Jewish denominations then.

1. We should not look for salvation in man's denominations today.
B. Just remember: Jesus knows what He is talking about.  He is the world's greatest preacher!
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