
"ATTITUDES NEEDED IN CONGREGATIONAL WORK" - PROVERBS 23:7- “As a man
thinketh in his heart, so is he.”

INTRODUCTION:
A. It goes without saying that this theme of attitudes (this year) is one of self reflection.  For this

congregation many of these topics/subjects under consideration are here as reminders because we
are already doing these things collectively as well as individually.

B. In what areas should we be concerned about our attitudes?
1. Our attitude toward God
2. Our attitude toward ourselves as individuals
3. Our attitude toward our brethren
4. Will be reflected in our attitudes toward our work and demonstrated in the way we go about

doing our work
5. Our understanding the seriousness of our work is vital....

a. The attitude of Jesus must be followed here: John 9:4 - 4“I must work the works of Him
who sent Me while it is day; the night is coming when no one can work.

b. That we were Created to serve cannot be denied - Eccl. 12:13-14 -  13Let us hear the
conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God, and keep his commandments: for this is the whole
duty of man. 14For God shall bring every work into judgment, with every secret thing,
whether it be good, or whether it be evil.

c. Cf - Luke 17:10 - "So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you are
commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to do.’"
(1) Matthew 25:14-30 - 15“And to one he gave five talents, to another two, and to another

one, to each according to his own ability; . . . 18“But he who had received one went and
dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s money. . . . 26“But his lord answered and said to
him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, 

(2) 29‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from
him who does not have, even what he has will be taken away. 30‘And cast the
unprofitable servant into the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.’’"

d. Part of this work is to work out our own salvation by serving the Lord according to His
revealed Word - cf Phil. 2:12-14 - 12 Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed,
not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation
with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good
pleasure. 14Do all things without complaining and disputing, 
(1) In the service as we worship - thru praying, singing, learning,communing, and

contribution 
(2) What Attitudes Are Reflected When One Is:

(a) Talking During Worship –
(b) Passing Notes –
(c) Giggling -
(d) Habitually Tardy –
(e) Daydreaming -

(3) In the work of the Church - Evangelism, Edification and Benevolence
(a) Mk 16:15-16, Acts 13:1-3
(b) Eph 4:11-16; Heb 10:24-25
(c) Acts 11:29, Rom 15:26.

(4) This is done both Individually as well as Collectively - Gal. 6:1-10; James 1:27
C. Designed by God - to equip us FOR EVERY GOOD WORK we are to do.
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D. Eccl: 10:10 - if the ax is dull, and one does not sharpen the edge, then he must use more strength.
But wisdom brings success.
1. So with this in mind the Edification that has been delievered over these 4 lessons  – (Teaching)

a. Providing knowledge -
b. Providing Training –
c. Providing Confidence
d. Providing motivation -

2. If our attitude is what it should be – we will be doing all we can to prepare ourselves for our
work!

E. And what are the proper attitudes?  Let's begin with our STUDY today...

II. ATTITUDES TOWARD OUR WORK - the Christian is a servant - THUS THERE IS WORK TO
DO!
A. GRATITUDE FOR THE PRIVILEGE OF OUR WORK...Psalm 100:2-4 - 2 Serve the LORD with

gladness: come before his presence with singing.  3Know ye that the LORD he is God: it is he that
hath made us, and not we ourselves; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  4Enter into his
gates with thanksgiving, and into his courts with praise: be thankful unto him, and bless his name.
1. Paul certainly possessed this attitude - 1 TIM. 1:12; 1 COR. 15: 9-10

a. 1 Timothy 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 And I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me,
because He counted me faithful, putting me into the ministry,

b. 1 Corinthians 15:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 For I am the least of the apostles, who am not worthy
to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God. 10 But by the grace of God
I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I labored more abundantly than
they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me.

2. Do we appreciate what an honor and privilege it is to offer service in the kingdom of our Lord?
a. Col 2:7 -rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been taught,

abounding in it with thanksgiving.
b. Col 3:17 - And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving

thanks to God the Father through Him.
3. When we have this attitude of Graditude it destroys things like:

a. Envy
b. Jealousy
c. Complaining
d. Discouragement
e. And Apathy

B. ENTHUSIASM, EAGERNESS... there are degrees of willingness to serve - 2 Cor 8:3,5 - 3For I bear
witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were freely willing,  . .
5And not only as we had hoped, but they first gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will
of God.
1. Remember, God loves a cheerful giver - 2 COR. 9:7

a. 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NKJV) — 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not
grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.

b. Col 3:23 - 23And whatever you do, do it heartily, as to the Lord and not to men, 
2. Nothing is so easy but that it becomes difficult if done with reluctance
3. Nothing is so hard that it cannot be made easier with enthusiasm

a. Earnestness in our service - Titus 2:14 - 14who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem
us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good
works.
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b. Jer 20:9 - Then I said, I will not make mention of him, nor speak any more in his name. But
his word was in mine heart as a burning fire shut up in my bones, and I was weary with
forbearing, and I could not stay. 

c. Acts 4:20 - "For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard."
d. NOT THE WHAT MUST - but rather WHAT CAN I DO.....

(1) Let us: Be, (become) serious about the Lord’s work!
(a) Be thankful for the work that the Lord has given us to do –
(b) Be eager to do the Lord’s work and let us approach it with enthusiasm! 

C. INDUSTRIOUS , DILIGENCE, FULL OF ENERGY...
1. Like those in Nehemiah's day, we need a "mind to work" – NEH. 4:6 –“So built we the wall; and

all the wall was joined together unto the half thereof: for the people had a mind to work.”
a. Working with diligence - Rom 12:8,11 - 8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives,

with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. . . . .
. .  . 11not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;

b. Diligence here is the key - 2 Pet 1:5,10 - 5But also for this very reason, giving all diligence,
. . .  .  10Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for
if you do these things you will never stumble;

c. Heb 6:11-12 - 11And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full
assurance of hope until the end, 12that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who
through faith and patience inherit the promises.
(1) Notice this is the key to our Spiritual Home.

2. If we are to serve men "heartily", how much more the Lord – COL. 3:23 – “And whatsoever ye
do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men.”
a. Some people are like blisters...they never show up until the work is almost done

3. The slothful person is just as harmful as the destructive person – PROV. 18:9 – “He also that
is slothful in his work is brother to him that is a great waster.”

D. INITIATIVE... working on our own - 1 Cor 9:26-27 - I therefore so run, not as uncertainly; so fight
I, not as one that beateth the air: But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by
any means, when I have preached to others, I myself should be a castaway.
1. Initiative has been defined as the willingness to do what is right without having to be prodded
2. We should not have to be reminded constantly of our responsibilities - cf. 1 TIM. 4:14-16;  2

TIM. 1:6-7
a. 1 Timothy 4:14–16 (NKJV) — 14 Do not neglect the gift that is in you, which was given

to you by prophecy with the laying on of the hands of the eldership. 15 Meditate on these
things; give yourself entirely to them, that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed
to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both
yourself and those who hear you.

b. 2 Timothy 1:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of God which is in
you through the laying on of my hands. 7 For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of
power and of love and of a sound mind.

3. When you see something that needs to be done, don't criticize, energize! (i.e., do it yourself!)
E. POSITIVENESS...

1. We are to do things without murmuring and grumbling- PHIL. 2:14-15
a. Philippians 2:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 Do all things without complaining and disputing, 15 that

you may become blameless and harmless, children of God without fault in the midst of a
crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights in the world,

2. The chronic complainer and the negative thinker are obstructions to the work of a congregation
3. Seeing all things through the eyes of faith - Num 13:30-31 - 30 Then Caleb quieted the people
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before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take possession, for we are well able to
overcome it.” 31But the men who had gone up with him said, “We are not able to go up against
the people, for they are stronger than we.”

4. Heb 10:24 - 24And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good works, 25not
forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one
another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
a. Although we cannot always control what happens around us, we can always control what

happens inside of us - Ben Franklin.
F. PERSISTENCE... we need “finishative - a neologism trait of entreupenues. - someone who dables

not only in ideas, but sees it to its end.
1. We must have the attitude of Christ, not just to do, but to finish the work of God – JN. 4:34 –

If all Christians who started the race finished, what a shot in the arm that would be to local
churches.
a. John 4:34 (NKJV) — 34 Jesus said to them, “My food is to do the will of Him who sent Me,

and to finish His work.
b. John 17:4 -  4“I have glorified You on the earth. I have finished the work which You have

given Me to do. 
2. We need "finishers as well as "initiative" - cf. HEB. 6:10-12

a. Hebrews 6:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 For God is not unjust to forget your work and labor of love
which you have shown toward His name, in that you have ministered to the saints, and do
minister. 11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full assurance
of hope until the end, 12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.

b. 1 Cor 15:58 -58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding
in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

3. Then we can say with Paul:  "I have fought a good fight, I have finished my course, I have kept
the faith. Henceforth there is laid up for me a crown of righteousness, which the Lord the
righteous judge will give me in that day; and not to me only but unto all them also that love his
appearing." - 2 TIM. 4:7 - note 6 and 8.

III. In CONCLUSION:
A. Ideal attitudes make for ideal working conditions among the members of a local church...

1. Attitude improvement can be compared to the woodcutter sharpening his ax – ECCL. 10:10 –
“If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert more strength.”

2. Ecclesiastes 10:10 (NKJV) — 10 If the ax is dull, And one does not sharpen the edge, Then he
must use more strength; But wisdom brings success.

B. If we want the work of the congregation to go smooth, hone our attitudes!
C. Certainly the attitudes described in this lesson will help the cause of Christ in any  congregation...

1. They will improve our relation with God, ourselves, our brethren, and our work   
2. They will also make us "useful to the Master, prepared for every good work" - 2 TIM. 2:21 

a. 2 Timothy 2:21 (NKJV) — 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will
be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.

D. Are we developing the right kind of attitudes that prepare us for the work of the Lord?
1. Nothing can stop the man with the right mental attitude from achieving his goal; nothing on earth

can help the man with the wrong mental attitude. - Thomas Jefferson 
2. For success, attitude is equally as important as ability. -    Harry F. Banks
3. It is our attitude at the beginning of a difficult undertaking which, more than anything else, will

determine its successful outcome. - William James
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4. Ability is what you're capable of doing. Motivation determines what you do. Attitude determines
how well you do it. - Anonymous 
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