
What is your Attitude towards Why Jesus Came to Earth? - cf Luke 19:10
Intro.

A. Today the “Christian religious world” celebrates the “resurrection of Jesus” - this weekend is
commonly referred to as EASTER - and today as “resurrection Sunday”.
1. It is not my intention today to look into the errors that surround this holiday - but rather to look

into our understanding and attitude towards - what this all means to us.
2. To do that Im going to ask a very simple question - What does Jesus’ coming to earth mean to

you and what is your attitude towards that knowledge?
a. Our text for this lesson coes from Luke 19 - where a very small man showed his attitude to

seek and see Jesus.
b. A definite favorite childrens song comes from this account.

3. We sing the familiar song: “Why did my Savior come to earth?” and “Yes for me....”ect
B. For the Christian the coming of Jesus into this World must be taken personally - its not just a matter

of fact - it is REAL to ME - ---- “LORD MAKES THE CROSS REAL TO ME.”
C. There were very real reasons why Jesus came to earth, Luke 19:10 ; why He had to Die such a

horrible death, and why He had to Go AWAY.
1. Luke 19:10 (NKJV) — 10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was

lost.”
D. Let us now begin our study and please note this is not been presented as pure factual - but it is

PERSONAL.

II. FIRSTLY - JESUS CAME TO  FIND US to FIND ME: “The Son of Man has come to seek...”
A. Seek (zeteo): "of patient and hopeful expectation, as may be seen in the parable of the unfruitful

fig-tree (Lk. 13:6 ff.)." cf. Lk. 15:4
1. Luke 13:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 He also spoke this parable: “A certain man had a fig tree planted in

his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7 Then he said to the keeper of his
vineyard, ‘Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none. Cut it
down; why does it use up the ground?’ 8 But he answered and said to him, ‘Sir, let it alone this
year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. 9 And if it bears fruit, well. But if not, after that you
can cut it down.’ ”

2. Luke 15:1–7 (NKJV) — 1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to hear
Him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners and eats
with them.” 3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 4 “What man of you, having a
hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness, and
go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on his
shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and neighbors,
saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ 7 I say to you that
likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than over ninety-nine just
persons who need no repentance.

B. Firstly Jesus Came to Earth to Find the Lost Sheep of the House of Israel (the Jews), Matt. 15:24.
cf. Zacchaeus, Lk. 19:1-10 - in this group many of us do not belong. 
1. Matthew 15:24 (NKJV) — 24 But He answered and said, “I was not sent except to the lost

sheep of the house of Israel.”
a. Matthew 15:21–28 (NKJV) — 21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region

of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out
to Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely
demon-possessed.” 23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged
Him, saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 24 But He answered and said, “I was
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not sent except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 Then she came and worshiped
Him, saying, “Lord, help me!” 26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the
children’s bread and throw it to the little dogs.” 27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the
little dogs eat the crumbs which fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered and
said to her, “O woman, great is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her
daughter was healed from that very hour.

b. Luke 19:1–10 (NKJV) — 1 Then Jesus entered and passed through Jericho. 2 Now behold,
there was a man named Zacchaeus who was a chief tax collector, and he was rich. 3 And he
sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the crowd, for he was of short stature.
4 So he ran ahead and climbed up into a sycamore tree to see Him, for He was going to pass
that way. 5 And when Jesus came to the place, He looked up and saw him, and said to him,
“Zacchaeus, make haste and come down, for today I must stay at your house.” 6 So he made
haste and came down, and received Him joyfully. 7 But when they saw it, they all
complained, saying, “He has gone to be a guest with a man who is a sinner.” 8 Then
Zacchaeus stood and said to the Lord, “Look, Lord, I give half of my goods to the poor; and
if I have taken anything from anyone by false accusation, I restore fourfold.” 9 And Jesus
said to him, “Today salvation has come to this house, because he also is a son of Abraham;
10 for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost.”

2. God searched for and found lost sheep of Israel who were in Babylon, Ezek. 34:11-16.
a. Ezekiel 34:11–16 (NKJV) — 11 ‘For thus says the Lord GOD: “Indeed I Myself will search

for My sheep and seek them out. 12 As a shepherd seeks out his flock on the day he is among
his scattered sheep, so will I seek out My sheep and deliver them from all the places where
they were scattered on a cloudy and dark day. 13 And I will bring them out from the peoples
and gather them from the countries, and will bring them to their own land; I will feed them
on the mountains of Israel, in the valleys and in all the inhabited places of the country. 14 I
will feed them in good pasture, and their fold shall be on the high mountains of Israel. There
they shall lie down in a good fold and feed in rich pasture on the mountains of Israel. 15 I
will feed My flock, and I will make them lie down,” says the Lord GOD. 16 “I will seek what
was lost and bring back what was driven away, bind up the broken and strengthen what was
sick; but I will destroy the fat and the strong, and feed them in judgment.”

3. Foreshadowed the Good Shepherd, Ezek. 34:23-31.
a. Ezekiel 34:23–31 (NKJV) — 23 I will establish one shepherd over them, and he shall feed

them—My servant David. He shall feed them and be their shepherd. 24 And I, the LORD,
will be their God, and My servant David a prince among them; I, the LORD, have spoken.
25 “I will make a covenant of peace with them, and cause wild beasts to cease from the land;
and they will dwell safely in the wilderness and sleep in the woods. 26 I will make them and
the places all around My hill a blessing; and I will cause showers to come down in their
season; there shall be showers of blessing. 27 Then the trees of the field shall yield their fruit,
and the earth shall yield her increase. They shall be safe in their land; and they shall know
that I am the LORD, when I have broken the bands of their yoke and delivered them from
the hand of those who enslaved them. 28 And they shall no longer be a prey for the nations,
nor shall beasts of the land devour them; but they shall dwell safely, and no one shall make
them afraid. 29 I will raise up for them a garden of renown, and they shall no longer be
consumed with hunger in the land, nor bear the shame of the Gentiles anymore. 30 Thus they
shall know that I, the LORD their God, am with them, and they, the house of Israel, are My
people,” says the Lord GOD.’ ” 31 “You are My flock, the flock of My pasture; you are men,
and I am your God,” says the Lord GOD.

4. Jesus came to earth to find His lost sheep. cf. Matt. 9:35-38
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a. Matthew 9:35–38 (NKJV) — 35 Then Jesus went about all the cities and villages, teaching
in their synagogues, preaching the gospel of the kingdom, and healing every sickness and
every disease among the people. 36 But when He saw the multitudes, He was moved with
compassion for them, because they were weary and scattered, like sheep having no shepherd.
37 Then He said to His disciples, “The harvest truly is plentiful, but the laborers are few. 38
Therefore pray the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into His harvest.”

C. Secondly Jesus Came to Earth to Find the Lost Sheep not of this Fold, Jno. 10:16 (Gentiles, Matt.
15:21-28; 8:10)..... it is in this group that most of us belong.
1. John 10:16 (NKJV) — 16 And other sheep I have which are not of this fold; them also I must

bring, and they will hear My voice; and there will be one flock and one shepherd.
2. Matthew 15:21–28 (NKJV) — 21 Then Jesus went out from there and departed to the region

of Tyre and Sidon. 22 And behold, a woman of Canaan came from that region and cried out to
Him, saying, “Have mercy on me, O Lord, Son of David! My daughter is severely
demon-possessed.” 23 But He answered her not a word. And His disciples came and urged Him,
saying, “Send her away, for she cries out after us.” 24 But He answered and said, “I was not sent
except to the lost sheep of the house of Israel.” 25 Then she came and worshiped Him, saying,
“Lord, help me!” 26 But He answered and said, “It is not good to take the children’s bread and
throw it to the little dogs.” 27 And she said, “Yes, Lord, yet even the little dogs eat the crumbs
which fall from their masters’ table.” 28 Then Jesus answered and said to her, “O woman, great
is your faith! Let it be to you as you desire.” And her daughter was healed from that very hour.

3. Matthew 8:10 (NKJV) — 10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who
followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not even in Israel!

D. Thirdly - Jesus Came to Earth to Find Sinners (this is the group that all men who have come to the
age of accountability belong),Matt. 9:9-13. 
1. Matthew 9:9–13 (NKJV) — 9 As Jesus passed on from there, He saw a man named Matthew

sitting at the tax office. And He said to him, “Follow Me.” So he arose and followed Him. 10
Now it happened, as Jesus sat at the table in the house, that behold, many tax collectors and
sinners came and sat down with Him and His disciples. 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they
said to His disciples, “Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 When
Jesus heard that, He said to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those
who are sick. 13 But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did
not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

2. To show compassion,   Lk. 15:1-7.
a. Luke 15:1–7 (NKJV) — 1 Then all the tax collectors and the sinners drew near to Him to

hear Him. 2 And the Pharisees and scribes complained, saying, “This Man receives sinners
and eats with them.” 3 So He spoke this parable to them, saying: 4 “What man of you, having
a hundred sheep, if he loses one of them, does not leave the ninety-nine in the wilderness,
and go after the one which is lost until he finds it? 5 And when he has found it, he lays it on
his shoulders, rejoicing. 6 And when he comes home, he calls together his friends and
neighbors, saying to them, ‘Rejoice with me, for I have found my sheep which was lost!’ 7
I say to you that likewise there will be more joy in heaven over one sinner who repents than
over ninety-nine just persons who need no repentance.

3. To show us that God values every sinner, Lk. 15:8-10.
a. Luke 15:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 “Or what woman, having ten silver coins, if she loses one coin,

does not light a lamp, sweep the house, and search carefully until she finds it? 9 And when
she has found it, she calls her friends and neighbors together, saying, ‘Rejoice with me, for
I have found the piece which I lost!’ 10 Likewise, I say to you, there is joy in the presence
of the angels of God over one sinner who repents.”
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4. To show us that God is always ready with mercy, Lk. 15:11-24.
a. Luke 15:11–24 (NKJV) — 11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the

younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’ So
he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son gathered all
together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with prodigal living.
14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land, and he began to be in
want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that country, and he sent him into
his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled his stomach with the pods that
the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 “But when he came to himself, he said,
‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with
hunger! 18 I will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against
heaven and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like
one of your hired servants.” ’ 20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still
a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and
kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your
sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’ 22 “But the father said to his servants,
‘Bring out the best robe and put it on him, and put a ring on his hand and sandals on his feet.
23 And bring the fatted calf here and kill it, and let us eat and be merry; 24 for this my son
was dead and is alive again; he was lost and is found.’ And they began to be merry.

b. When we will have faith and know our need for mercy, Lk. 15:11-17.
(1) Luke 15:11–17 (NKJV) — 11 Then He said: “A certain man had two sons. 12 And the

younger of them said to his father, ‘Father, give me the portion of goods that falls to me.’
So he divided to them his livelihood. 13 And not many days after, the younger son
gathered all together, journeyed to a far country, and there wasted his possessions with
prodigal living. 14 But when he had spent all, there arose a severe famine in that land,
and he began to be in want. 15 Then he went and joined himself to a citizen of that
country, and he sent him into his fields to feed swine. 16 And he would gladly have filled
his stomach with the pods that the swine ate, and no one gave him anything. 17 “But
when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my father’s hired servants have bread
enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger!

c. Repent of our sins against God, Lk. 15:17-21.
(1) Luke 15:17–21 (NKJV) — 17 “But when he came to himself, he said, ‘How many of my

father’s hired servants have bread enough and to spare, and I perish with hunger! 18 I
will arise and go to my father, and will say to him, “Father, I have sinned against heaven
and before you, 19 and I am no longer worthy to be called your son. Make me like one
of your hired servants.” ’ 20 “And he arose and came to his father. But when he was still
a great way off, his father saw him and had compassion, and ran and fell on his neck and
kissed him. 21 And the son said to him, ‘Father, I have sinned against heaven and in your
sight, and am no longer worthy to be called your son.’

5. Once He found us in sin He acted to save us, Jno. 1:11-13 ; 3:16-18.
a. John 1:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 He came to His own, and His own did not receive Him. 12 But

as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who
believe in His name: 13 who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the
will of man, but of God.

b. John 3:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. 17 For God
did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him
might be saved. 18 “He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe
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is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of
God.

E. Jesus Came to Earth to Sacrifice Himself for Our Sins (world), Jno. 1:29; Heb. 10:4-10.
1. John 1:29 (NKJV) — 29 The next day John saw Jesus coming toward him, and said, “Behold!

The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world!
2. Hebrews 10:4–10 (NKJV) — 4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats could take

away sins. 5 Therefore, when He came into the world, He said: “Sacrifice and offering You did
not desire, But a body You have prepared for Me. 6 In burnt offerings and sacrifices for sin You
had no pleasure. 7 Then I said, ‘Behold, I have come— In the volume of the book it is written
of Me— To do Your will, O God.’ ” 8 Previously saying, “Sacrifice and offering, burnt
offerings, and offerings for sin You did not desire, nor had pleasure in them” (which are offered
according to the law), 9 then He said, “Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God.” He takes
away the first that He may establish the second. 10 By that will we have been sanctified through
the offering of the body of Jesus Christ once for all.

III. Secondly - JESUS CAME TO FORGIVE US to FORGIVE ME: “...and to save...”
A. Save (sozo): Deliverance and safety (to deliver from danger and to protect from harm). cf. Ezek.

34:27
1. Ezekiel 34:27 (NKJV) — 27 Then the trees of the field shall yield their fruit, and the earth shall

yield her increase. They shall be safe in their land; and they shall know that I am the LORD,
when I have broken the bands of their yoke and delivered them from the hand of those who
enslaved them.

B. Those who Believe, Jno. 8:23-24. Heb. 11:6
1. John 8:23–24 (NKJV) — 23 And He said to them, “You are from beneath; I am from above.

You are of this world; I am not of this world. 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your
sins; for if you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

2. Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes
to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.

C. Those who Confess Faith, Rom. 10:9-10.
1. Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe

in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with the heart one
believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

D. Those who Repent, Lk. 13:1-5; Acts 2:38 ;Matt. 9:11-13
1. Luke 13:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 There were present at that season some who told Him about the

Galileans whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. 2 And Jesus answered and said
to them, “Do you suppose that these Galileans were worse sinners than all other Galileans,
because they suffered such things? 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise
perish. 4 Or those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, do you think that
they were worse sinners than all other men who dwelt in Jerusalem? 5 I tell you, no; but unless
you repent you will all likewise perish.”

2. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized
in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

3. Matthew 9:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 And when the Pharisees saw it, they said to His disciples,
“Why does your Teacher eat with tax collectors and sinners?” 12 When Jesus heard that, He said
to them, “Those who are well have no need of a physician, but those who are sick. 13 But go and
learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous,
but sinners, to repentance.”
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E. Those who are Baptized, Mk. 16:16.
1. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not

believe will be condemned.
F. Those who in continued faithfulness Obey Christ, Matt. 7:21-23; Lk. 6:46; Heb. 5:8-9

1. Matthew 7:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the
kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

2. Luke 6:46 (NKJV) — 46 “But why do you call Me ‘Lord, Lord,’ and not do the things which
I say?

3. Hebrews 5:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things
which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to
all who obey Him,

IV. Thirdly - JESUS CAME TO  FREE US to FREE ME FROM BONDAGE: “...that which was lost.”
A. Lost (apollumi): ruined, destroyed
B. From Sin’s Bondage and Death, Rom. 6:17-18, 12-14.

1. Romans 6:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you
obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been
set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

2. Romans 6:1–14 (NKJV) — 1 What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may
abound? 2 Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it? 3 Or do you not
know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4
Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised
from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For
if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the
likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the
body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin. 7 For he who
has died has been freed from sin. 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live
with Him, 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death no
longer has dominion over Him. 10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but the
life that He lives, He lives to God. 11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed
to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord. 12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your
mortal body, that you should obey it in its lusts. 13 And do not present your members as
instruments of unrighteousness to sin, but present yourselves to God as being alive from
the dead, and your members as instruments of righteousness to God. 14 For sin shall not
have dominion over you, for you are not under law but under grace.

C. From the Fear of Death,   Heb. 2:14-15.
1. Hebrews 2:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and

blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who
had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage.

D. From Satan’s Deception, 1 Pet. 5:8-10.
1. 1 Peter 5:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about

like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing
that the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 But may the God
of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while,
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perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

V. In Conclusion:
A. Jesus came into the world to save sinners, 1 Timothy 1:15. (NKJV) — 15 This is a faithful saying

and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am
chief.
1. That is why we call His name “Jesus” ("Jehovah is salvation"; "Savior"), Matt. 1:21.

a. Matthew 1:21 (NKJV) — 21 And she will bring forth a Son, and you shall call His name
JESUS, for He will save His people from their sins.”

2. Remember: Zacchaeus "sought to see Jesus" (Lk. 19:3)
a. Luke 19:3 (NKJV) — 3 And he sought to see who Jesus was, but could not because of the

crowd, for he was of short stature.
B. Seek God, and you will find Him! (Acts 17:27)

1. Acts 17:27 (NKJV) — 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope
for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us;

2. IS this your attitude of thankfulness for WHY JESUS CAME INTO THIS WORLD?
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