
WHY FEW WILL ENTER THE NARROW WAY - Matt.7:13-14 
Introduction:

A. The question that is set before us is an important question with regards to the Kingdom of God -
because it makes us realize the importance of OUR FREE WILL.  The choice is always left up to
the Individual.
1. Thus, the answer to the this important question is NOT BECAUSE OF PREDESTINATION.

a. The Gospel Isn’t Limited. - Rom.1:16 - (NKJV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel
of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first
and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith;
as it is written, “The just shall live by faith.”

b. God Does Require Faith. - Heb.11:6; John 8:24
(1) Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently
seek Him.

(2) John 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you
do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”

c. God Also Requires Repentance. - Luke13:3
(1) Luke 13:3 (NKJV) — 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.

d. God Said Listen To Jesus. - Matt.17:5
(1) Matthew 17:5 (NKJV) — 5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud

overshadowed them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My
beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

e. And Jesus Made A Promise. - Mark 16:16; Rev. 22:17
(1) Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who

does not believe will be condemned.
(2) Revelation 22:17 (NKJV) — 17 And the Spirit and the bride say, “Come!” And let him

who hears say, “Come!” And let him who thirsts come. Whoever desires, let him take
the water of life freely.

2. It CERTAINLY IS NOT BECAUSE WE CAN’T UNDERSTAND.
a. There Is Simplicity In Christ.

(1) 2 Cor.11:3  - But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, so
your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.

b. The Truth Makes Free. - John 8:32; 17:17
(1) John 8:32 (NKJV) — 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you

free.”
(2) John 17:17 (NKJV) — 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

c. The Word Can Save Our Souls.
(1) James 1:21 - Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive

with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.
d. Must Be Doers Of The Word. James 1:22; Rev. 22:14

(1) James 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
yourselves.

(2) Revelation 22:14 (NKJV) — 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they
may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

e. Must Understand The Lord’s Will.
(1) Eph. 5:17 - Therefore do not be unwise, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
(2) Eph. 3:2-5 -  if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was

given to me for you, 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I
have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the
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sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:
B.  NOW, recognizing these facts - WHY DO FEW FIND THE WAY that leads to LIFE?

II. Maybe it is BECAUSE WE FAILED TO TELL THEM ABOUT IT.
A. People Must Be Taught. - Matt. 28:19; Mark 16:15

1. Matthew 28:19–20 (NKJV) — 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing
them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them to
observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of
the age.” Amen.

2. Mark 16:15 (NKJV) — 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach the gospel
to every creature.

B. We Must Preach Christ. - Acts 8:35 (NKJV) — 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning
at this Scripture, preached Jesus to him.
1. 2 Cor. 4:5 - For we do not preach ourselves, but Christ Jesus the Lord, and ourselves your bond

servants for Jesus' sake.
C. The Thessalonians Were Teachers.

1. 1Thess.1:8 - For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only in Macedonia and
Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to
say anything.

D. Hebrew Christians Should Have Been Teachers. - Heb. 5:12 (NKJV) — 12 For though by this time
you ought to be teachers, you need someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of
God; and you have come to need milk and not solid food.

E. Paul Told Timothy To Preach The Word. - 2 Tim. 4:2-4; Col.1:23
1. 2 Timothy 4:2–4 (NKJV) — 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.

Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3 For the time will come when
they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have
itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from
the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

2. Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and
are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every
creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

III. SECONDLY - It may be because of their choices - BECAUSE THEY FOLLOWED THEIR
PREACHER.
A. False Teachers Are Plentiful.

1. 2 Pet. 2:1 - But there were also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false
teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who
bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.

2. 1 John 4:1 - Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God;
because many false prophets have gone out into the world.

B. Everyone my recognize and realize that You Can Be Mislead.
1. 1 Cor. 4:6 - Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos

for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you
may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.

2. Gal. 1:8; 1 Cor. 11:1
a. Galatians 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other

gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed.
b. 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NKJV) — 1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

C. You Must Study For Yourself. - 2 Tim. 2:15; Acts 17:11
1. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
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does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
2. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they

received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so.

D. You Must Obey For Yourself.
1. Acts 5:29  - But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather

than men.
2. Rom. 6:17-18 - But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from

the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from
sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

E. Those Who Refuse To Obey Will Be Punished With Everlasting Destruction because of their choice.
1. 2 Thess.1:7-9 - and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus is revealed

from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not
know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be
punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power, 

2. Matt. 25:41, 46
a. Matthew 25:41 (NKJV) — 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart

from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:
b. Matthew 25:46 (NKJV) — 46 And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the

righteous into eternal life.”

IV. The third reason why few will find the way that leads to Life is simply - BECAUSE OF
PREJUDICE.
A. Prejudice AKA - judgment or opinion formed before the facts are known ."..Webster’s Dict. 
B. NOTE A FEW SIMPLE EXAMPLES:

1. Grandmother’s or mothers Religion Is Good Enough For Me.
a. Matt.10:37 - He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who

loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
b. Let me ask you a question - What About Her Washing (when I was growing up we had a

washing machine that your had to run the clothes thru a roller then hand them up on the
clothes line) my grandmother used to wash the clothes by hand in the kitchen sink), Cooking
(the same here is true, what has changed today - more and more folks just eat out), Sewing -
for the ladies today what we can do with modern sewing machines - WOW) And what about
Traveling - do you know my Grandmother never did get her drivers license, never owned
a car, had no need for it?

2. One Church Is As Good As Another (The GREAT LIE OF SATAN).-  Matt.16:18; Rom.16:16
a. Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I

will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
(1) Romans 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ

greet you.
b. Catholic? Mormon? Jehovah's Witness? Seventh Day Adventist?

(1) Where these all established by Jesus and built by HIM?
(2) Can they be found within the sacred pages of God’s Written Word?

C. IS IT TRUE that We’re All Going To The Same Place, Just Going Different Ways.
1. There Is Just One Way. - John 14:6; John 14:15; 15:14

a. John 14:6 (NKJV) — 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me.

b. John 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.
c. John 15:14 (NKJV) — 14 You are My friends if you do whatever I command you.
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2. Those who are Wrong Think They Are Right! - Prov.14:12 (NKJV) — 12 There is a way that
seems right to a man, But its end is the way of death.
a. Prov 12:15 - The way of a fool is right in his own eyes, But he who heeds counsel is wise.

V. The fourth reason that we all NEED TO BE MINDFUL OF IS - BECAUSE OF WORLDLINESS.
A. Immodesty. - 1Tim. 2:9-10 - in like manner also, that the women adorn themselves in modest

apparel, with propriety and moderation, not with braided hair or gold or pearls or costly clothing,
10 but, which is proper for women professing godliness, with good works.
1. Matt. 5:27-28 -  "You have heard that it was said to those of old,  'You shall not commit

adultery.' 28 But I say to you that whoever looks at a woman to lust for her has already
committed adultery with her in his heart.

B. The Works Of The Flesh.
1. Gal. 5:19-21 - Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery, fornication,

uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies, outbursts of wrath,
selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders, drunkenness, revelries, and the like;
of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you in time past, that those who practice such
things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

2. 1 Pet. 2:11 - Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from fleshly lusts which war
against the soul,

C. We Must Lay Aside Things That Hinder Us. - Heb.12:1-2 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we also, since
we are surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which
so easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto
Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross,
despising the shame, and has sat down at the right hand of the throne of God.
1. We Should Think On Heavenly Things. - Col. 3:2 - Set your mind on things above, not on things

on the earth. 

VI. The fifth reason denotes a laziness - BECAUSE THEY FOLLOWED THE MAJORITY.
A. The Majority Is Usually Wrong.- Matt. 7:13; Ex. 23:2

1. Matthew 7:13 (NKJV) — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
a. Exodus 23:2 (NKJV) — 2 You shall not follow a crowd to do evil; nor shall you testify in

a dispute so as to turn aside after many to pervert justice.
2. Only Eight People Saved Out Of Whole World during the flood - how did that work out for the

majority who rejected the preaching of Noah?
a. Gen. 7:23 - So He destroyed all living things which were on the face of the ground: both

man and cattle, creeping thing and bird of the air. They were destroyed from the earth. Only
Noah and those who were with him in the ark remained alive.

3. Israelites Believed Ten Of The Twelve Spies.- Num. 13:28, 33 
a. Numbers 13:28 (NKJV) — 28 Nevertheless the people who dwell in the land are strong;

the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of Anak there.
(1) Numbers 13:33 (NKJV) — 33 There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came

from the giants); and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their
sight.”

b. How did that work out for the majority over the age of 20?
c. Joshua And Caleb, Were The Only Two Of All The Israelites Over Twenty Years Old When

They Left Egypt To Enter Into The Land Of Canaan.
(1) Num. 14:29-30 - The carcasses of you who have complained against Me shall fall in this

wilderness, all of you who were numbered, according to your entire number, from
twenty years old and above. 30 Except for Caleb the son of Jephunneh and Joshua the

Page 4 of  5



son of Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would make you dwell
in. 

B. The LORD WAS NOT WRONG - when He said the majority lead to destruction.

VII. In Conclusion:
A. Many will not find the way to life simply BECAUSE THEY WAITED TOO LONG. - the road to

Hell is lined with Good Intentions.
1. It Appears Time Ran Out For Governor Felix.

a. Acts 24:25 - Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the judgment to
come, Felix was afraid and answered, "Go away for now; when I have a convenient time I
will call for you."

b. Does anyone know if the convenient time ever came for Him?
B. We Should Obey As We Learn - Satan is waiting to snatch the seed any before it every takes root. 

1. Eccl. 12:1 - Remember now your Creator in the days of your youth, Before the difficult days
come, And the years draw near when you say, "I have no pleasure in them": 

2. Eccl 9:10 - Whatever your hand finds to do, do it with your might; for there is no work or device
or knowledge or wisdom in the grave where you are going.

C. The Judgment Is Coming.
1. Heb. 9:27 - And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the judgment,
2. John 5:22 - For the Father judges no one, but has committed all judgment to the Son,

a. In all reality you are judging yourself by the choices you are making each and every day.
D. We Must Be Ready.

1. Amos 4:12 - "Therefore thus will I do to you, O Israel; Because I will do this to you, Prepare
to meet your God, O Israel!"

2. 2 Cor. 6:2 - Behold, now is the accepted time; behold, now is the day of salvation. 
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