
WHY DO WE BELIEVE WHAT WE DO? - A Introduction to the Attitude Theme
Introduction:

A. In every generation that has ever existed - there is the struggle to understand what, and why we
believe certain things.
1. Such is not new to our period of time - Judges 2 outlines these struggles too, as does the whole

book.
2. My aim this year both in the adult Bible class here as well in my preaching will be to focus of

the evidence of our faith - and that involves the very ATTITUDES we have towards certain
things and TRUTH’S revealed in God’s Word.

3. In this lesson, it is my aim to stress just a few important observations on WHY we do believe -
as it pertains to what we do (our practices), say (both in preaching and teaching) and what we
think.

B. In our study today we will examine these topics:
1. THE ONE SOURCE 
2. THE SEARCH
3. THE METHOD
4. THE APPLICATION
5. THE RESULT - WHICH Acts 17:11-12 teaches us is noble and good, is the very attitude we

ought to have in us today.
a. To be pleasing to God we MUST......imitate these brethren.

C. I Believe What I Do ......
1. NOT merely because of what I was taught as a child (Acts 22:3; 23:6; Phil. 3:4-10; 2 Tim. 1:5)

a. Acts 22:3 (NKJV) — 3 “I am indeed a Jew, born in Tarsus of Cilicia, but brought up in this
city at the feet of Gamaliel, taught according to the strictness of our fathers’ law, and was
zealous toward God as you all are today.

b. Acts 23:6 (NKJV) — 6 But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other
Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a
Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being judged!”

c. Philippians 3:4–10 (NKJV) — 4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone
else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law,
a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which
is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for
Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish,
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God
by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of
His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

d. 2 Timothy 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you,
which dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded is
in you also.

2. NOT because it is the “orthodox” position held by learned men (Acts 23:6; Phil. 3:4-10; Matt.
15:7-9; Rom. 1:22; 10:1-3; Gal. 1:6-9; 1 Cor. 1:20-25; Col. 2:8-10)
a. Acts 23:6 (NKJV) — 6 But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other

Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a
Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being judged!”

b. Philippians 3:4–10 (NKJV) — 4 though I also might have confidence in the flesh. If anyone
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else thinks he may have confidence in the flesh, I more so: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of
the stock of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of the Hebrews; concerning the law,
a Pharisee; 6 concerning zeal, persecuting the church; concerning the righteousness which
is in the law, blameless. 7 But what things were gain to me, these I have counted loss for
Christ. 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the knowledge of Christ
Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and count them as rubbish,
that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own righteousness, which is
from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the righteousness which is from God
by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His resurrection, and the fellowship of
His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

c. Matthew 15:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8
‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their
heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.’ ”

d. Romans 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools,
e. Romans 10:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that

they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according
to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish
their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.

f. Galatians 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are
some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel
to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

g. 1 Corinthians 1:20–25 (NKJV) — 20 Where is the wise? Where is the scribe? Where is the
disputer of this age? Has not God made foolish the wisdom of this world? 21 For since, in
the wisdom of God, the world through wisdom did not know God, it pleased God through
the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe. 22 For Jews request a
sign, and Greeks seek after wisdom; 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a
stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews and
Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness of God
is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men.

h. Colossians 2:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and
empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the
world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead
bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and power.

3. NOT because it is what my family and friends believe (Luke 14:25-27; Matt. 10:37; Phil. 3:8)
a. Luke 14:25–27 (NKJV) — 25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and

said to them, 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and
children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And
whoever does not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.

b. Matthew 10:37 (NKJV) — 37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy
of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.

c. Philippians 3:8 (NKJV) — 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence of the
knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things, and
count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ

4. NOT Because it is convenient (Acts 24:25; Luke 9:23-26; Matt. 7:13,14; 2 Tim 3:12)
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a. Acts 24:25 (NKJV) — 25 Now as he reasoned about righteousness, self-control, and the
judgment to come, Felix was afraid and answered, “Go away for now; when I have a
convenient time I will call for you.”

b. Luke 9:23–26 (NKJV) — 23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me,
let him deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to
save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what
profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For
whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He
comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.

c. Matthew 7:13 (NKJV) — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the
way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it.
(1) Matthew 7:14 (NKJV) — 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which

leads to life, and there are few who find it.
d. 2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will

suffer persecution.
5. NOT Because it is what I want to believe (Isa. 30:9–11; Jer. 5:30; 10:23; Rom. 1:24, 25; 2

Tim. 4:3,4; 2 Thess. 2:10-12)
a. Isaiah 30:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 That this is a rebellious people, Lying children, Children who

will not hear the law of the LORD; 10 Who say to the seers, “Do not see,” And to the
prophets, “Do not prophesy to us right things; Speak to us smooth things, prophesy deceits.
11 Get out of the way, Turn aside from the path, Cause the Holy One of Israel To cease from
before us.”

b. Jeremiah 5:30 (NKJV) — 30 “An astonishing and horrible thing Has been committed in the
land:

c. Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) — 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not
in man who walks to direct his own steps.

d. Romans 1:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts
of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves,
(1) Romans 1:25 (NKJV) — 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped

and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
e. 2 Timothy 4:3 (NKJV) — 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound

doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers;
(1) 2 Timothy 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be

turned aside to fables.
f. 2 Thessalonians 2:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those

who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11
And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie, 12
that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.

6. NOT Because of my emotional feelings or current circumstances (Prov. 28:26; Jer. 17:9;  Prov.
14:12; 16:25; Eph. 4:14; Rom. 16:17,18)
a. Proverbs 28:26 (NKJV) — 26 He who trusts in his own heart is a fool, But whoever walks

wisely will be delivered.
b. Jeremiah 17:9 (NKJV) — 9 “The heart is deceitful above all things, And desperately

wicked; Who can know it?
c. Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) — 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the

way of death.
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d. Proverbs 16:25 (NKJV) — 25 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the
way of death.

e. Ephesians 4:14 (NKJV) — 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and
carried about with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness
of deceitful plotting,

f. Romans 16:17 (NKJV) — 17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and
offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.
(1) Romans 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ,

but their own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the
simple.

D. BUT - Because I was taught as a child to believe what the scriptures teach, NOT what men teach
(Acts 17:11-12; Jn 20:30,31; 1 Pet. 4:11)
1. Acts 17:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that

they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks,
prominent women as well as men.
a. John 20:30 (NKJV) — 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His

disciples, which are not written in this book;
(1) John 20:31 (NKJV) — 31 but these are written that you may believe that Jesus is the

Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.
b. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone

ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

2. Because I have searched, and continue to search the scriptures to prove what I believe - this is
my faith not someone else’s faith! (Acts 17:11-12; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:16-17)
a. Acts 17:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in

that they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the
Greeks, prominent women as well as men.

b. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker
who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

c. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

3. Because I know God’s word is TRUE and anything different from what God says is false (Rom
3:4; 10:17; John 17:17)
a. Romans 3:4 (NKJV) — 4 Certainly not! Indeed, let God be true but every man a liar. As it

is written: “That You may be justified in Your words, And may overcome when You are
judged.”

b. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.

c. John 17:17 (NKJV) — 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.
E. Having established this fact - let us turn to the meat of this study.

II. THE BIBLE IS THE ONLY VALID SOURCE - when we study we must first understand what is
being said here - before we start to read the pages of scholars.  Remember the bible is the only Work
where the Author is personally involved and present at every reading. We pray for guidance and
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understanding to obtain wisdom which comes from above.
A. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) - 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for

doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God may be
complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.
1. Note these facts well - SOURCE: GOD BREATHED - The scriptures are from God
2. PURPOSE: OUR GUIDANCE - in teaching, proving, correcting, instructing in what is right …
3. SUFFICIENT IN GUIDANCE - Provides all God wants us to be, & equips us for all He wants

done.
a. It is imperative that we begin with the attitude.

B. There are ONLY TWO POSSIBLE SOURCES - Matthew 21:25–26 (NKJV) — 25 The baptism
of John—where was it from? From heaven or from men?” And they reasoned among themselves,
saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But
if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear the multitude, for all count John as a prophet.”
1. From Heaven

a. Matthew 21:23–27 (NKJV) — 23 Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests and
the elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, “By what authority are
You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?” 24 But Jesus answered and said
to them, “I also will ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I likewise will tell you by what
authority I do these things: 25 The baptism of John—where was it from? From heaven or
from men?” And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we say, ‘From heaven,’ He
will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’ 26 But if we say, ‘From men,’ we fear
the multitude, for all count John as a prophet.” 27 So they answered Jesus and said, “We do
not know.” And He said to them, “Neither will I tell you by what authority I do these things.

b. 1 John 4:3–6 (NKJV) — 3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come
in the flesh is not of God. And this is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was
coming, and is now already in the world. 4 You are of God, little children, and have
overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than he who is in the world. 5 They are
of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world hears them. 6 We are of
God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us. By this we know
the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

c. Galatians 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are
some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel
to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

d. Colossians 2:6–10 (NKJV) — 6 As you therefore have received Christ Jesus the Lord, so
walk in Him, 7 rooted and built up in Him and established in the faith, as you have been
taught, abounding in it with thanksgiving. 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through
philosophy and empty deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic
principles of the world, and not according to Christ. 9 For in Him dwells all the fullness of
the Godhead bodily; 10 and you are complete in Him, who is the head of all principality and
power.

e. 2 Thessalonians 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Therefore, brethren, stand fast and hold the traditions
which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.

2. Or From Men
a. Matthew 15:1–9 (NKJV) — 1 Then the scribes and Pharisees who were from Jerusalem

came to Jesus, saying, 2 “Why do Your disciples transgress the tradition of the elders? For
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they do not wash their hands when they eat bread.” 3 He answered and said to them, “Why
do you also transgress the commandment of God because of your tradition? 4 For God
commanded, saying, ‘Honor your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or
mother, let him be put to death.’ 5 But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother,
“Whatever profit you might have received from me is a gift to God”—6 then he need not
honor his father or mother.’ Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by
your tradition. 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These people
draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from
Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

b. 1 Corinthians 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred
to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is
written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.

c. Galatians 1:10–17 (NKJV) — 10 For do I now persuade men, or God? Or do I seek to
please men? For if I still pleased men, I would not be a bondservant of Christ. 11 But I make
known to you, brethren, that the gospel which was preached by me is not according to man.
12 For I neither received it from man, nor was I taught it, but it came through the revelation
of Jesus Christ. 13 For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted
the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. 14 And I advanced in Judaism
beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for
the traditions of my fathers. 15 But when it pleased God, who separated me from my
mother’s womb and called me through His grace, 16 to reveal His Son in me, that I might
preach Him among the Gentiles, I did not immediately confer with flesh and blood, 17 nor
did I go up to Jerusalem to those who were apostles before me; but I went to Arabia, and
returned again to Damascus.

d. Colossians 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 Beware lest anyone cheat you through philosophy and empty
deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the basic principles of the world, and
not according to Christ.

e. 2 Thessalonians 2:2–4 (NKJV) — 2 not to be soon shaken in mind or troubled, either by
spirit or by word or by letter, as if from us, as though the day of Christ had come. 3 Let no
one deceive you by any means; for that Day will not come unless the falling away comes
first, and the man of sin is revealed, the son of perdition, 4 who opposes and exalts himself
above all that is called God or that is worshiped, so that he sits as God in the temple of God,
showing himself that he is God. 

C. Accepting that the WORD of GOD is OUR ONLY SOURCE - leads us to a very basic understanding
and ATTITUDE:
1. We cannot GO BEYOND what is written (1 Cor. 4:6; 2 Jn. 9-11)

a. 1 Corinthians 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred
to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is
written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.

b. 2 John 9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ
does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your
house nor greet him; 11 for he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.

2. We cannot ADD TO or TAKE FROM God’s revelation (Deut. 4:2; 12:32; Pr. 30:5-6; Gal.
3:15; Rev. 22:18-19; 1 Pet. 4:11)
a. Deuteronomy 4:2 (NKJV) — 2 You shall not add to the word which I command you, nor

take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God which I
command you.
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b. Deuteronomy 12:32 (NKJV) — 32 “Whatever I command you, be careful to observe it; you
shall not add to it nor take away from it.

c. Proverbs 30:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 Every word of God is pure; He is a shield to those who put
their trust in Him. 6 Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you be found a liar.

d. Galatians 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 Brethren, I speak in the manner of men: Though it is only a
man’s covenant, yet if it is confirmed, no one annuls or adds to it.

e. Revelation 22:18–19 (NKJV) — 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that
are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from
the things which are written in this book.

f. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

3. We CANNOT believe, teach or practice that which God has NOT authorized by His revelation,
(God’s silence is not permissive) (Col. 3:17; Rom. 10:17; 2 Cor. 5:7; Heb 7:11-14)
a. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
b. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of

God.
c. 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
d. Hebrews 7:11–14 (NKJV) — 11 Therefore, if perfection were through the Levitical

priesthood (for under it the people received the law), what further need was there that another
priest should rise according to the order of Melchizedek, and not be called according to the
order of Aaron? 12 For the priesthood being changed, of necessity there is also a change of
the law. 13 For He of whom these things are spoken belongs to another tribe, from which no
man has officiated at the altar. 14 For it is evident that our Lord arose from Judah, of which
tribe Moses spoke nothing concerning priesthood.

4. Walking by faith means walking by what God has said - 2 Cor. 5:7; 1 Cor. 4:6; Gal. 1:6-9; 1
Pet. 4:11
a. 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

(1) 1 Corinthians 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred
to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what
is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.

(2) Galatians 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there
are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to
you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone
preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

(3) 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If
anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

b. Faith comes by hearing God’s WORD - Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes
by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

c. We cannot know the mind of God except through revelation 
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(1) 1 Corinthians 2:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 But God has revealed them to us through His
Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11 For what man
knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one
knows the things of God except the Spirit of God.
(a) 1 Corinthians 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 But the natural man does not receive the things

of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.

(2) Ephesians 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery
(as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the
sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

(3) Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways
My ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My
ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

d. God has revealed everything He wants us to believe, teach & practice 
(1) 2 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life

and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,
(2) 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is

profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

(3) Jude 3 (NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly
for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

e. WE DARE NOT ACT WHERE GOD HAS NOT SPOKEN  - 2 Cor. 5:7; 1 Cor. 4:6; Gal.
1:6-9; 1 Pet. 4:11 
(1) 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
(2) 1 Corinthians 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively

transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think
beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the
other.

(3) Galatians 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there
are some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to
you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone
preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

(4) 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If
anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

(5) ---- Such instructions are found both in OT and NT. - Deut 4:2; 12:32; Joshua 1:7;
Proverbs 30:6 ; Rev 22:18,19
(a) Deuteronomy 4:2 (NKJV) — 2 You shall not add to the word which I command

you, nor take from it, that you may keep the commandments of the LORD your God
which I command you.

(b) Deuteronomy 12:32 (NKJV) — 32 “Whatever I command you, be careful to observe
it; you shall not add to it nor take away from it.

(c) Joshua 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 Only be strong and very courageous, that you may observe
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to do according to all the law which Moses My servant commanded you; do not turn
from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may prosper wherever you go.

(d) Proverbs 30:6 (NKJV) — 6 Do not add to His words, Lest He rebuke you, and you
be found a liar.

(e) Revelation 22:18 (NKJV) — 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the
plagues that are written in this book;
i) Revelation 22:19 (NKJV) — 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the

book of this prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from
the holy city, and from the things which are written in this book.

5. Consider these examples: Cain (Gen. 4:7) Heb 11:4
a. Genesis 4:7 (NKJV) — 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do

well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”
b. Hebrews 11:4 (NKJV) — 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than

Cain, through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts;
and through it he being dead still speaks.

6. Nadab and Abihu (Leviticus 10:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron,
each took his censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the
LORD, which He had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the LORD and devoured
them, and they died before the LORD.

7. Moses - Numbers 20:8–24 (NKJV) — 8 “Take the rod; you and your brother Aaron gather the
congregation together. Speak to the rock before their eyes, and it will yield its water; thus you
shall bring water for them out of the rock, and give drink to the congregation and their animals.”
9 So Moses took the rod from before the LORD as He commanded him. 10 And Moses and
Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock; and he said to them, “Hear now, you
rebels! Must we bring water for you out of this rock?” 11 Then Moses lifted his hand and struck
the rock twice with his rod; and water came out abundantly, and the congregation and their
animals drank. 12 Then the LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron, “Because you did not believe Me,
to hallow Me in the eyes of the children of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into
the land which I have given them.” 13 This was the water of Meribah, because the children of
Israel contended with the LORD, and He was hallowed among them. 14 Now Moses sent
messengers from Kadesh to the king of Edom. “Thus says your brother Israel: ‘You know all the
hardship that has befallen us, 15 how our fathers went down to Egypt, and we dwelt in Egypt a
long time, and the Egyptians afflicted us and our fathers. 16 When we cried out to the LORD,
He heard our voice and sent the Angel and brought us up out of Egypt; now here we are in
Kadesh, a city on the edge of your border. 17 Please let us pass through your country. We will
not pass through fields or vineyards, nor will we drink water from wells; we will go along the
King’s Highway; we will not turn aside to the right hand or to the left until we have passed
through your territory.’ ” 18 Then Edom said to him, “You shall not pass through my land, lest
I come out against you with the sword.” 19 So the children of Israel said to him, “We will go by
the Highway, and if I or my livestock drink any of your water, then I will pay for it; let me only
pass through on foot, nothing more.” 20 Then he said, “You shall not pass through.” So Edom
came out against them with many men and with a strong hand. 21 Thus Edom refused to give
Israel passage through his territory; so Israel turned away from him. 22 Now the children of
Israel, the whole congregation, journeyed from Kadesh and came to Mount Hor. 23 And the
LORD spoke to Moses and Aaron in Mount Hor by the border of the land of Edom, saying: 24
“Aaron shall be gathered to his people, for he shall not enter the land which I have given to the
children of Israel, because you rebelled against My word at the water of Meribah.
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8. King Saul (1 Sam. 13:9-14 - concerning the burnt offering & 15:9-25 - concerning the
Amalekites)

9. David’s ox cart (1 Chr. 13:7-12; 15:2)
a. 1 Chronicles 13:7–12 (NKJV) — 7 So they carried the ark of God on a new cart from the

house of Abinadab, and Uzza and Ahio drove the cart. 8 Then David and all Israel played
music before God with all their might, with singing, on harps, on stringed instruments, on
tambourines, on cymbals, and with trumpets. 9 And when they came to Chidon’s threshing
floor, Uzza put out his hand to hold the ark, for the oxen stumbled. 10 Then the anger of the
LORD was aroused against Uzza, and He struck him because he put his hand to the ark; and
he died there before God. 11 And David became angry because of the LORD’s outbreak
against Uzza; therefore that place is called Perez Uzza to this day. 12 David was afraid of
God that day, saying, “How can I bring the ark of God to me?”

b. 1 Chronicles 15:2 (NKJV) — 2 Then David said, “No one may carry the ark of God but the
Levites, for the LORD has chosen them to carry the ark of God and to minister before Him
forever.”

10. Jeroboam (1 Kings 12:25–33 (NKJV) — 25 Then Jeroboam built Shechem in the mountains of
Ephraim, and dwelt there. Also he went out from there and built Penuel. 26 And Jeroboam said
in his heart, “Now the kingdom may return to the house of David: 27 If these people go up to
offer sacrifices in the house of the LORD at Jerusalem, then the heart of this people will turn
back to their lord, Rehoboam king of Judah, and they will kill me and go back to Rehoboam king
of Judah.” 28 Therefore the king asked advice, made two calves of gold, and said to the people,
“It is too much for you to go up to Jerusalem. Here are your gods, O Israel, which brought you
up from the land of Egypt!” 29 And he set up one in Bethel, and the other he put in Dan. 30 Now
this thing became a sin, for the people went to worship before the one as far as Dan. 31 He made
shrines on the high places, and made priests from every class of people, who were not of the sons
of Levi. 32 Jeroboam ordained a feast on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, like the feast that
was in Judah, and offered sacrifices on the altar. So he did at Bethel, sacrificing to the calves that
he had made. And at Bethel he installed the priests of the high places which he had made. 33 So
he made offerings on the altar which he had made at Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth
month, in the month which he had devised in his own heart. And he ordained a feast for the
children of Israel, and offered sacrifices on the altar and burned incense.

11. Uzziah (2 Chronicles 26:16–23 (NKJV) — 16 But when he was strong his heart was lifted up,
to his destruction, for he transgressed against the LORD his God by entering the temple of the
LORD to burn incense on the altar of incense. 17 So Azariah the priest went in after him, and
with him were eighty priests of the LORD—valiant men. 18 And they withstood King Uzziah,
and said to him, “It is not for you, Uzziah, to burn incense to the LORD, but for the priests, the
sons of Aaron, who are consecrated to burn incense. Get out of the sanctuary, for you have
trespassed! You shall have no honor from the LORD God.” 19 Then Uzziah became furious; and
he had a censer in his hand to burn incense. And while he was angry with the priests, leprosy
broke out on his forehead, before the priests in the house of the LORD, beside the incense altar.
20 And Azariah the chief priest and all the priests looked at him, and there, on his forehead, he
was leprous; so they thrust him out of that place. Indeed he also hurried to get out, because the
LORD had struck him. 21 King Uzziah was a leper until the day of his death. He dwelt in an
isolated house, because he was a leper; for he was cut off from the house of the LORD. Then
Jotham his son was over the king’s house, judging the people of the land. 22 Now the rest of the
acts of Uzziah, from first to last, the prophet Isaiah the son of Amoz wrote. 23 So Uzziah rested
with his fathers, and they buried him with his fathers in the field of burial which belonged to the
kings, for they said, “He is a leper.” Then Jotham his son reigned in his place.
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12. What has been learned from these examples? One had better do exactly as God instructs us!
D. And it is so that this mind set and ATTITUDE towards the Word of God as our Only Source must

be in the hearts of every believer.

III. The 2nd ATTITUDE we must have is the DESIRE TO SEARCH FOR THE TRUTH and the
Method.
A. Truth does not just fall into our laps - we can’t sleep on our bibles and wake up with all the truth.

1. TO FIND THE TRUTH requires effort - Acts 17:11–12 (NKJV) - 11 These were more
fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they received the word with all readiness, and
searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these things were so. 12 Therefore many of
them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks, prominent women as well as men.

2. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) - 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

B. We MUST READ God’s word (Deut 17:19; Josh. 8:34; Neh. 8:8; Luke 10:26; Eph. 3:4,5; Col.
4:16; etc.)
1. Deuteronomy 17:19 (NKJV) — 19 And it shall be with him, and he shall read it all the days of

his life, that he may learn to fear the LORD his God and be careful to observe all the words of
this law and these statutes,

2. Joshua 8:34 (NKJV) — 34 And afterward he read all the words of the law, the blessings and the
cursings, according to all that is written in the Book of the Law.

3. Nehemiah 8:8 (NKJV) — 8 So they read distinctly from the book, in the Law of God; and they
gave the sense, and helped them to understand the reading.

4. Luke 10:26 (NKJV) — 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law? What is your reading
of it?”

5. Ephesians 3:4 (NKJV) — 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in
the mystery of Christ),
a. Ephesians 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men,

as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:
6. Colossians 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Now when this epistle is read among you, see that it is read also

in the church of the Laodiceans, and that you likewise read the epistle from Laodicea.
C. We MUST STUDY God’s word; i.e., we MUST HANDLE IT CORRECTLY (2 Tim. 2:15; Heb.

5:11–14)
1. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who

does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
2. Hebrews 5:11–14 (NKJV) — 11 of whom we have much to say, and hard to explain, since you

have become dull of hearing. 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to need
milk and not solid food. 13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the word of
righteousness, for he is a babe. 14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age, that is,
those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

D. Realize TRUTH matters - (John 8:32 (NKJV) — 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth
shall make you free.” — 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying
the truth through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure
heart,
1. Humility / meekness - (Matt. 5:3-5; James 1:21; John 7:17)

a. Matthew 5:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of
heaven. 4 Blessed are those who mourn, For they shall be comforted. 5 Blessed are the meek,
For they shall inherit the earth.
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b. James 1:21 (NKJV) — 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and
receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.

c. John 7:17 (NKJV) — 17 If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the
doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority.

2. Develop a love & hunger for God & His word (Matthew 5:6 (NKJV) — 6 Blessed are those
who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For they shall be filled.)

3. Desire to please Him (Colossians 1:10 (NKJV) — 10 that you may walk worthy of the Lord,
fully pleasing Him, being fruitful in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God;)

4. Zeal - Be diligent in your search for truth - being honest with the Bible (2 Tim 2:15; Acts 17:11)
a. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker

who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.
b. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that

they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so.

E. The totality of information revealed regarding any belief, teaching, or practice is the TRUTH
regarding that belief, teaching, or practice. 
1. Psalm 119:160 (NKJV) — 160 The entirety of Your word is truth, And every one of Your

righteous judgments endures forever.
2. 2 Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from

me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
3. 2 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 as His divine power has given to us all things that pertain to life and

godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory and virtue,
F.  Truth is not contingent upon one's belief in it, altered by ones rejection of it, or nullified if no one

accepts it TRUTH IS TRUTH - (John 17:17; Psalm 19:7-9; 119:9,11,104)
1. John 17:17 (NKJV) — 17 Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth.

a. Psalm 19:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The
testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 8 The statutes of the LORD are
right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 9
The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and
righteous altogether.

b. Psalm 119:9 (NKJV) — 9 How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according
to Your word.

c. Psalm 119:11 (NKJV) — 11 Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin
against You.

d. Psalm 119:104 (NKJV) — 104 Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate
every false way.

2. If you feel that the truth is NOT the truth - no matter how strong those feelings may be – THE
TRUTH IS STILL THE TRUTH! 

3. If you feel that a LIE is the truth - no matter how strong that feeling may be –  A LIE IS STILL
A LIE & THE TRUTH IS STILL THE TRUTH!

4. Anything different from the truth – is NOT the truth – 
a. TRUTH IS NARROW! - (Matthew 7:13,14)

(1) Matthew 7:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and
broad is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because
narrow is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find
it.

b. TRUTH IS ABSOLUTE!  - (Psalm 119:151-152)
(1) Psalm 119:151–152 (NKJV) — 151 You are near, O LORD, And all Your
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commandments are truth. 152 Concerning Your testimonies, I have known of old that
You have founded them forever.

c. TRUTH IS VALUABLE!  - (Proverbs 23:23)
(1) Proverbs 23:23 (NKJV) — 23 Buy the truth, and do not sell it, Also wisdom and

instruction and understanding.

IV. The 3rd Attitude we MUST Have is in APPLICATION: -WHAT SHOULD WE BELIEVE
ABOUT:

A. How a lost sinner can be saved? (Rom. 10:17; 10:9,10; Acts 17:30; 2:38; Heb. 3:14) 
1. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
2. Romans 10:9 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in

your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
a. Romans 10:10 (NKJV) — 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with

the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
3. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands

all men everywhere to repent,
4. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.

5. Hebrews 3:14 (NKJV) — 14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning
of our confidence steadfast to the end,

B. The church Jesus built? (Matt. 16:18; Acts 2:47; Eph. 5:24)
1. Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I will

build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
2. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added

to the church daily those who were being saved.
3. Ephesians 5:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore, just as the church is subject to Christ, so let the wives

be to their own husbands in everything.
C. What God accepts as true worship? (Jn 4:24; Acts 20:7; Eph. 5:19)

1. John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth.”

2. Acts 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until
midnight.

3. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) — 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs,
singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,

D. The organization and work of the church (Phil. 1:1; Acts 20:28; Eph. 4:11-16; 1 Cor 11:22,34)
1. Philippians 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 Paul and Timothy, bondservants of Jesus Christ, To all the saints

in Christ Jesus who are in Philippi, with the bishops and deacons:
2. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which

the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood.

3. Ephesians 4:11–16 (NKJV) — 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
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plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth
of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

4. 1 Corinthians 11:22 (NKJV) — 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in? Or do
you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say to you?
Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise you.

5. 1 Corinthians 11:34 (NKJV) — 34 But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest you come
together for judgment. And the rest I will set in order when I come.

E. WHAT MUST I DO TO BE SAVED?
1. Hear, Believe, Repent, Confess, Be Baptized and be Faithful in Endurance
2. Luke 8:11 (NKJV) — 11 “Now the parable is this: The seed is the word of God.

a. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.

3. John 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not
believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
a. Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

4. Luke 13:3 (NKJV) — 3 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
a. Luke 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.”
b. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now

commands all men everywhere to repent,
5. Matthew 10:32-33 (NKJV) — 32 “Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also

confess before My Father who is in heaven.
a. Matthew 10:33 (NKJV) — 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny

before My Father who is in heaven.
b. Romans 10:9 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus and believe

in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved.
6. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized

in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy
Spirit.
a. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash

away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’
b. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the

removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

7. Hebrews 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall
according to the same example of disobedience.
a. Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast,

and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached
to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

V. In Conclusion:
A. Having looked at our attitudes with regards to the:

1. Only Source - THE BIBLE
2. The search for Truth and the Method employed.
3. Making Application to what has be learned and studied.
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B. The Product or RESULT is simple - When we believe, teach and practice ONLY what is taught in
the Bible, we KNOW we are pleasing to God!
1. Acts 17:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that

they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so. 12 Therefore many of them believed, and also not a few of the Greeks,
prominent women as well as men.

C. Just as Thomas in John 20:26-29 - we BELIEVE NOT BECAUSE we are told to - but because WE
HAVE SEEN THE EVIDENCE of TRUTH:
1. John 20:26–29 (NKJV) — 26 And after eight days His disciples were again inside, and Thomas

with them. Jesus came, the doors being shut, and stood in the midst, and said, “Peace to you!”
27 Then He said to Thomas, “Reach your finger here, and look at My hands; and reach your hand
here, and put it into My side. Do not be unbelieving, but believing.” 28 And Thomas answered
and said to Him, “My Lord and my God!” 29 Jesus said to him, “Thomas, because you have seen
Me, you have believed. Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have believed.”

D. What you do with TRUTH - is YOUR ATTITUDE.

How Faith Relates to Your Feelings
a. Bill Scott, a West Virginia preacher, relates an incident told by a helicopter pilot who flew

from an aircraft carrier in the Pacific.
b. “I was flying the helicopter back to the ship when a blinding fog rolled in. Flying at a low

altitude, I knew that a single mistake would plunge my crew and me into the ocean. Worse
yet, I was experiencing a complete loss of balance — which is common for pilots flying by
instruments. This loss of balance was so bad that despite the instrument readings I was
certain that I was lying on my side.”

c. “For 15 minutes.” the pilot agonized as he relied solely on his instruments. He admitted that
he fought” the urge to turn it according to my feeling.” Then suddenly when they broke
safely through the fog, he said, “I was deeply thankful I had been trained to rely upon my
instruments rather than on my feelings.”

d. Religiously, too many people rely on undependable and fleeting feelings. Erwin W. Lutzer
was right when he wrote, “A Christian life based on feeling is headed for a gigantic
collapse.” Or crash.

e. I’ve had Christians say, “I don’t feel saved,” because the fog of doubt, discouragement or
even despair has enveloped them. They’re allowing a temporary emotion to cloud what they
know is true.

f. On the other hand, I’ve heard of people basing their salvation on some hyper-emotional
experience. One lady described her salvation experience at a religious revival as an out of
body experience. She said she felt like she was floating on air. She felt as light as a feather.
She felt something she’d never experienced. She felt like she was saved.

g. When a preacher questioned if she really was floating, she admitted she wasn’t. He delicately
asked the slightly over-weight woman, if she was as light as a feather, she curtly replied,
“No.” “Well maybe you’re not saved either, the preacher suggested.

h. The Bible teaches that “we walk by faith and not by sight” (2 Cor. 5:7). Faith is the solid
foundation of our eternal hope. The Bible says, “Now faith is the assurance of things hoped
for, the conviction of things not seen” (Heb. 11:1).

i. Furthermore, our faith is founded on facts. We’re not flying blindly into clouds. We have our
“instruments,” to guide us. God’s revealed Word. The Bible tells us that we’ve all sinned and
fallen short of God’s glory (Rom. 3:23). But He loves us and wants us to be saved (Jn 3:16).
That’s why Jesus Christ died for our sins (Rom 5:8). And his triumphant victory over death
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through his resurrection assures us that we too will be raised (1 Cor. 15).
j. The book of Acts tells the story of salvation. People who received God’s saving grace heard

the Gospel of Christ. Believed. Repented of their sins. And were baptized for the remission
of sins (Acts 2). As a result, God added them to the body of the saved, called the church
(Acts 2:47). Those are the facts.

k. Interestingly, when people by faith obeyed the gospel, a good feeling followed. Sinners saved
like the Ethiopian Treasurer “went on their way rejoicing.” Your conscience will be clean
and clear (1 Peter 3:21). Like the man who found the lost sheep or the woman who found the
lost coin, you will share your excitement with others (Lk. 15:7-10).

l. Faith generates joy (Phil. 1:25). And even allows us to face life’s troubles and trials with a
joyful spirit (1 Pet. 1:7-9). There will even be occasions, like in the parable of the prodigal
son, where a Christian goes astray. Leaves the Father. And goes into the far country of sin.
But when the wayward one returns there will be tears of joy. And a celebration when they
come home.

m. True Christianity is not devoid of emotion. But our feelings are based on faith and rooted in
the reliable facts of the gospel. Objective Truth must be subordinate to our feelings, moods,
and opinions.

n. The connection between these concepts is summed up in this short verse by an unknown
author.
(1) Three men were walking on a wall, Feeling, Faith and Fact, When Feeling got an awful

fall, And Faith was taken back. So close was Faith to Feeling. He stumbled and fell too,
But Fact remained and pulled  Faith  back, And Faith brought Feeling too. - by Ken
Weliever, The Preacherman

Core Sermon Ideas come from a sermon preached by Don McClain and two other sources I have added who
are unknown to me (since they are just sermon outlines). - Re-worked as my own Dec 2021. 
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