
WHAT SHOULD VISITORS TO A church OF CHRIST EXPECT?
Intro:

A. In our study thus far with regards to Personal Investment - we have noted the topic of expectations -
God’s expectations of Me personally in this local congregation, God’s expectation of me as one of
the taught, Our Expectations of God grounded in our Hope, and today I want to look at what visitors
to this congregation can expect.
1. You see and understand that when we have visitors show up and attend - whether it be from the

area or members visiting from other congregations around the nation and around the world -
there is a personal investment that has taken place.
a. Time is the obvious one.
b. But financial is another consideration - for many finding a faithful congregation to the Lord

may entail having to drive a considerable distance.
2. So it behooves us to consider what it is that a visitor to this congregation may expect to find.

a. It goes without saying that this congregation is doing well in these instructions - however,
we are considering “EACH ONE DOING HIS SHARE” in the work of the King.

b. So this is a personal application - not just a collective application.
B. As I visit with other congregations - there are four main areas that catch my attention:

1. May see things we had not expected
2. May see things that raise questions
3. May see cultural differences
4. May see unscriptural practices

C. BUT, as a visitor to a congregation that bears the description of the PEOPLE - church of Christ this
is my expectation - and I do believe that this should be the expectation of every visitor that passes
thru our door.
1. I expect to find a people who:

a. Recognize and respect Scriptural authority
b. Worship after the Bible pattern
c. Believe in restoring the New Testament church
d. Are zealous in teaching and sharing their beliefs
e. Love God, His word and one another
f. Are interested In Them!!

2. As we move forward in our study let us consider for a moment each of these expectations.

II. 1st - A PEOPLE WHO RECOGNIZE and RESPECT SCRIPTURAL AUTHORITY - this is
paramount  in our expectations of one who calls themself a Christian.
A. A People Who:

1. Settle things by “What The Scriptures Say!” - NOT by what is liked, wanted, or the popular view
in the community!

2. Strive to do only what is authorized in the New Testament (Col. 3:17;1 Pet. 4:11; 1 Cor. 4:6;
1 John 3:4; 2 John 1:9)
a. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
b. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone

ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

c. 1 Corinthians 4:6 (NKJV) — 6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred
to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you may learn in us not to think beyond what is
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written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.
d. 1 John 3:4 (NKJV) — 4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is

lawlessness.
e. 2 John 9 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ

does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.
B. Not adding one element to our faith for which there is no book, chapter, and verse

1. But on the same basis - Not binding on others anything for which we have no Scriptural authority
2. Not being concerned with  “church of Christ as in the denominational sense” doctrine, but rather

“what does the Bible say”
C. Our desire for a Scriptural congregation begins and ends in God’s Word.

III. 2nd - WORSHIP that is PATTERNED AFTER THE NEW TESTAMENT - by this I am not
speaking about the order - but the content.
A. When we respect God’s authority, we will worship according to His directives –

1. The question is what does God want in worship, not what we want or like!!
a. Remember that in every service we are the performers - and God is the Audience.

2. Our worship MUST be according to both truth & in sincerity - (Lev. 10:1-2; Heb. 8:5; John
4:24)
a. Leviticus 10:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his

censer and put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the LORD, which
He had not commanded them. 2 So fire went out from the LORD and devoured them, and
they died before the LORD.

b. Hebrews 8:5 (NKJV) — 5 who serve the copy and shadow of the heavenly things, as Moses
was divinely instructed when he was about to make the tabernacle. For He said, “See that you
make all things according to the pattern shown you on the mountain.”

c. John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit
and truth.”

B. When we SING - ACAPELLA {The instrument God ordains is the “strings of the heart}
1. “… singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord” (Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) — 19

speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing and making melody
in your heart to the Lord,)
a. “… I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the understanding” (1 Cor. 14:15)

(1) 1 Corinthians 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the
spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will
also sing with the understanding.

b. “... I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your name’” (Rom. 15:9)
(1) Romans 15:9 (NKJV) — 9 and that the Gentiles might glorify God for His mercy, as it

is written: “For this reason I will confess to You among the Gentiles, And sing to Your
name.”

2. More to singing than “Oh I like that song” or I don’t like to sing PERIOD!
C. WHEN IT COMES TO PRAYING - I want to be able to say AMEN at the end of a public held

prayer.
1. ”Raised there voice to God with one accord” (Acts 4:24-31)

a. Acts 4:24–31 (NKJV) — 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one
accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that
is in them, 25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage,
And the people plot vain things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand, And the rulers
were gathered together Against the LORD and against His Christ.’ 27 “For truly against Your
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holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles
and the people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your
purpose determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your
servants that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand
to heal, and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant
Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was
shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with
boldness.

2. “Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the
church” (Acts 12:5)
a. Acts 12:5 (NKJV) — 5 Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered

to God for him by the church.
3. “What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the

understanding” (1 Cor. 14:15)
a. 1 Corinthians 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the spirit,

and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing
with the understanding.

b. This is not a good time to take a power NAP but to carefully listen and consider what is
being said.

D. When it comes to COMMUNING - The partaking of the emblems of the Lord’s Supper
1. Reason behind this - “Do this in remembrance of Me." (Luke 22:19)

a. Luke 22:19 (NKJV) — 19 And He took bread, gave thanks and broke it, and gave it to them,
saying, “This is My body which is given for you; do this in remembrance of Me.”

2. Appointed day - “Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to break
bread, …” (Acts 20:7)
a. Acts 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together

to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message
until midnight.

3. What we are saying - “For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the
Lord’s death till He comes” (1 Corinthians 11:26 (NKJV) — 26 For as often as you eat this
bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.
a. Explain the serious nature of what goes into the emblems.

(1) Illustration - Ed Bragwell and Clyde’s Lord’s supper bread.
(2) Or the time when visitors honked their horn under the Drive up area.

b. If satan can get us to change any ingredients - he knows that it makes the partaking
unscriptural.

E. As it pertains to our GIVING - remember that this is a command of God not a request of the
congregation
1. “So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves

a cheerful giver” (2 Cor. 9:7)
a. 2 Corinthians 9:7 (NKJV) — 7 So let each one give as he purposes in his heart, not

grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver.
2. “Upon the first day of the week let every one of you lay by him in store, as God hath prospered

him, …”   (1 Cor. 16:2)
a. 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NKJV) — 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay

something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.
F. And yes lastly as it comes to our TEACHING and PREACHING - I’m not here to here a cute story,

or a personal testimony or to be entertained by a comedian - I’m not interested in your thoughts - I
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want to hear WHAT GOD HAS TO SAY TO ME.
1. “And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of

bread, and in prayers” (Acts 2:42)
a. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) — 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
2. “… Let all things be done for edification” (1 Cor. 14:26)

a. 1 Corinthians 14:26 (NKJV) — 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come together,
each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an interpretation.
Let all things be done for edification.

3. “Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine.” (1 Tim. 4:15-16)
a. 1 Timothy 4:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 Meditate on these things; give yourself entirely to them,

that your progress may be evident to all. 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine.
Continue in them, for in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

4. “Preach the word!” (2 Tim 4:2)
a. 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) — 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.

Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.
5. “Feed the flock” (Acts 20:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the

flock, among which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God
which He purchased with His own blood.
a. Marshmallows and Popcorn fill us up - but of what nutritious value are they to the body’s

health?
b. So is it true with our Spiritual food.

G. So to sum it all up - I am not interested in “WILL WORSHIP” - ie that which pertains to the human
likes and dislikes - BUT RATHER IN GOD’S WORSHIP.

IV. 3rd - A PEOPLE WHO BELIEVE IN RESTORING THE N.T. CHURCH - not reforming a man
made denomination.

A. There is a huge difference between renovation and restoration.
1.  We have all made improvements to our homes from the time we first buy them, sometimes out

of necessisity (as was the case here in this building due to hurricane Florence) - but if we are
restoring a home - we are taking it back to the original.

B. A plea to return to the Bible
1. To do Bible things in Bible ways
2. To forsake man-made religions to be a part of the New Testament church the only one you read

of in the Bible - (Mk. 7:7; Matt. 7:21-23; 1 Cor. 1:10-13; 2 Tim 3:16,17; Jude 3)
a. Mark 7:7 (NKJV) — 7 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the

commandments of men.’
b. Matthew 7:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter

the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say
to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

c. 1 Corinthians 1:10–13 (NKJV) — 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among
you, but that you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment.
11 For it has been declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s
household, that there are contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says,
“I am of Paul,” or “I am of Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ
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divided? Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?
d. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable

for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,
(1) 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly

equipped for every good work.
e. Jude 3 (NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our

common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly
for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

C. When it comes to the Organization of the church universal (and local congregation)
1. Jesus as the head of the church (Eph. 1:22-23)

a. Ephesians 1:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 And He put all things under His feet, and gave Him to
be head over all things to the church, 23 which is His body, the fullness of Him who fills all
in all.

2. Elders overseeing flock among them (1 Pet. 5:2)
a. 1 Peter 5:2 (NKJV) — 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as

overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly;
3. Deacons serving (1 Tim. 3:10)

a. 1 Timothy 3:10 (NKJV) — 10 But let these also first be tested; then let them serve as
deacons, being found blameless.

D. When it comes to the Names of the church - remember that this is not a title it is a description.
1. “churches of Christ” (Rom. 16:16; Matt 16:18; Acts 20:28)

a. Romans 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ
greet you.

b. Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I
will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.

c. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among
which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood.

2. “church of God” (1 Cor. 1:2)
a. 1 Corinthians 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are

sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

3. “church of the firstborn” (Heb. 12:23)
a. Hebrews 12:23 (NKJV) — 23 to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are

registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,
E. As it pertains to the MISSION of the church - remember that the church (body) is an extension of

the head (CHRIST JESUS) - so the primary focus of the work is Spiritual, not physical.
1. Evangelism (1 Tim. 3:15)

a. 1 Timothy 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 but if I am delayed, I write so that you may know how you
ought to conduct yourself in the house of God, which is the church of the living God, the
pillar and ground of the truth.

2. Edification (Eph. 4:16)
a. Ephesians 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what

every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share,
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

3. Benevolence (Acts 11:29-30)
a. Acts 11:29–30 (NKJV) — 29 Then the disciples, each according to his ability, determined

to send relief to the brethren dwelling in Judea. 30 This they also did, and sent it to the elders
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by the hands of Barnabas and Saul.
4. Where is there SCRIPTURE FOR?

a. Recreation??????
b. Entertainment?????????
c. Politics?????

F. In TERMS OF ADMISSION - remember it is the Lord who adds to His BODY - it is our
responsibility to join ourselves to faithful local congregations.
1.  Hearing (Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word

of God.
2. Faith (John 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you

do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.”
3. Repentance (Acts 3:19 (NKJV) — 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be

blotted out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,
4. Confession (Romans 10:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord Jesus

and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For with
the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.

5. Baptism (Acts 2:38,41,47)
a. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

b. Acts 2:41 (NKJV) — 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that
day about three thousand souls were added to them.

c. And then - Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And
the Lord added to the church daily those who were being saved.

6. Being Faithful - Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are
about to suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be
tested, and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the
crown of life.
a. Entrance into heaven is based on our initial obedience and then our continued obedience.

V. 4th - A People who are ZEALOUS IN TEACHING and SHARING THEIR BELIEFS - an open
book and an open mind is essential.
A. Zeal to live and proclaim God’s word (Acts 8:4; 1 Thess 1:8)

1. Acts 8:4 (NKJV) — 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.
2. 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not

only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so
that we do not need to say anything.

B. No wishy-washy, half-hearted service (Matt 6:33; Rom 12:1-3)
1. Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) — 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all

these things shall be added to you.
2. Romans 12:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you

present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God. 3 For I say, through the
grace given to me, to everyone who is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he
ought to think, but to think soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

C. Standing against error (Eph 5:11)
1. Ephesians 5:11 (NKJV) — 11 And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness,
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but rather expose them.
D. An influence for good (1 Pet. 2:9; Matt. 5:16; Tit. 2:11-12; James 1:27; 1 Cor. 15:58; Rom.

12:13)
1. 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His

own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light;

2. Matthew 5:16 (NKJV) — 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good
works and glorify your Father in heaven.

3. Titus 2:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly in the present age,

4. James 1:27 (NKJV) — 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to visit
orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

5. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,
always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

6. Romans 12:13 (NKJV) — 13 distributing to the needs of the saints, given to hospitality.

VI. 5th - A PEOPLE WHO LOVE GOD and ONE ANOTHER - it goes without saying that one does
not stand independent of the other.

A. Our love for God is manifested in our love for His truth! John 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 “If you love Me,
keep My commandments.

B. Our love for His truth produces love for one another – which in turn produces unity (Mk. 12:30-31;
Jno. 13:35; Gen. 13:8)
1. Mark 12:30–31 (NKJV) — 30 And you shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with

all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This is the first commandment. 31
And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ There is no other
commandment greater than these.”

2. John 13:35 (NKJV) — 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for
one another.”

3. Genesis 13:8 (NKJV) — 8 So Abram said to Lot, “Please let there be no strife between you and
me, and between my herdsmen and your herdsmen; for we are brethren.

C. Our love should be manifested so that it is visible (Gal 5:6,13)
1. Galatians 5:6,13 (NKJV)  - [6] For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision

avails anything, but faith working through love.  . . . [13] For you, brethren, have been called to
liberty; only do not use liberty as an opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another.

D. Jesus is our example and He DEMONSTRATED HIS LOVE
1. Went about doing good (Acts 10:38 (NKJV) — 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with

the Holy Spirit and with power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed
by the devil, for God was with Him.

2. Cared for the sick (Matt. 14:14-21)
a. Matthew 14:14–21 (NKJV) — 14 And when Jesus went out He saw a great multitude; and

He was moved with compassion for them, and healed their sick. 15 When it was evening, His
disciples came to Him, saying, “This is a deserted place, and the hour is already late. Send
the multitudes away, that they may go into the villages and buy themselves food.” 16 But
Jesus said to them, “They do not need to go away. You give them something to eat.” 17 And
they said to Him, “We have here only five loaves and two fish.” 18 He said, “Bring them
here to Me.” 19 Then He commanded the multitudes to sit down on the grass. And He took
the five loaves and the two fish, and looking up to heaven, He blessed and broke and gave
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the loaves to the disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitudes. 20 So they all ate and
were filled, and they took up twelve baskets full of the fragments that remained. 21 Now
those who had eaten were about five thousand men, besides women and children.

3. Showed compassion for those in need (Matt. 15:32-38)
a. Matthew 15:32–38 (NKJV) — 32 Now Jesus called His disciples to Himself and said, “I

have compassion on the multitude, because they have now continued with Me three days and
have nothing to eat. And I do not want to send them away hungry, lest they faint on the way.”
33 Then His disciples said to Him, “Where could we get enough bread in the wilderness to
fill such a great multitude?” 34 Jesus said to them, “How many loaves do you have?” And
they said, “Seven, and a few little fish.” 35 So He commanded the multitude to sit down on
the ground. 36 And He took the seven loaves and the fish and gave thanks, broke them and
gave them to His disciples; and the disciples gave to the multitude. 37 So they all ate and
were filled, and they took up seven large baskets full of the fragments that were left. 38 Now
those who ate were four thousand men, besides women and children.

4. Forgave even His enemies (Lk. 23:34)
a. Luke 23:34 (NKJV) — 34 Then Jesus said, “Father, forgive them, for they do not know

what they do.” And they divided His garments and cast lots.
5. Sacrificed Himself (Rom. 5:9)

a. Romans 5:9 (NKJV) — 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we
shall be saved from wrath through Him.

E. This then goes without the need to say much here - visitors expect to meet a people who care about
them!
1. If you are a visitor – WE CARE about YOUR spiritual well being!!
2. We are willing to answer ANY question (s) you may have & study the Bible with you!!
3. We want you to examine what we teach & practice and compare it with the Bible!!
4. We want to help you get to heaven and be helped by you to get ourselves to heaven also!!

VII. In Conclusion:
A. What should visitors expect when they visit a congregation of the Lord’s People?

1. To Find A People Who:
a. Recognize and respect Scriptural authority
b. Worship after the Bible pattern
c. Believe in restoring the New Testament church
d. Are zealous in teaching their beliefs
e. Love God, His word and one another
f. Are interested In Them!!

2. How are we doing individually and collectively on all these fronts?
B. Now and INVITATION is extended to ANY WHO NEED TO RENDER OBEDIENCE TO THE

GOSPEL’S CALL!
1. Non-Christians are invited to become a Christian! – Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Gal 3:26,27

a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned.

b. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

c. Galatians 3:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.
27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

2. Christians in sin are encouraged to repent, confess & pray – Acts 8:18-24; 1 John 1:9
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a. Acts 8:18–24 (NKJV) — 18 And when Simon saw that through the laying on of the apostles’
hands the Holy Spirit was given, he offered them money, 19 saying, “Give me this power
also, that anyone on whom I lay hands may receive the Holy Spirit.” 20 But Peter said to him,
“Your money perish with you, because you thought that the gift of God could be purchased
with money! 21 You have neither part nor portion in this matter, for your heart is not right
in the sight of God. 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps the
thought of your heart may be forgiven you. 23 For I see that you are poisoned by bitterness
and bound by iniquity.” 24 Then Simon answered and said, “Pray to the Lord for me, that
none of the things which you have spoken may come upon me.”

b. 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins
and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
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