
What Is My Attitude Towards the Victories to Win ---- 1 Corinthians 9:24-27
Introduction-

A. The Christians of the first century lived daily in the shadow of the might of the Roman army. 
1. Roman soldiers were stationed throughout the empire that they had struggled and died for to win.
2. They were fierce, hard and often cruel men who had endured many hardships and battles for the

glory of Rome. 
3. The Roman soldier was feared and respected for the victories he had won against numerous enemies

on the hostile frontiers and those rebels within.
B. Paul uses the image of the well know Roman soldier to urge Christians on in spiritual battlefield of

our daily lives. 
1. If we arm ourselves, if we stand, if we fight, the captain of our salvation promises we will win great

victories.
C. But we can't win, if we don't stand and fight to win! 

1. General Dwight Eisenhower said, "There are no victories at discount prices." - V.E. Day was May
8th 1945 - at 8am - WORLD WAR 2 was over in Europe.

2. Paul urged us on to victory, "(24) Know ye not that they which run in a race run all, but one receiveth
the prize? So run, that ye may obtain. (25) And every man that striveth for the mastery is temperate
in all things.  Now they do it to obtain a corruptible crown; but we an incorruptible. (26) I therefore
so run, not as uncertainly; so fight I, not as one that beateth the air" (1 Cor. 9:24-26).

D. One person stated the desire and will to win this way: "Yesterday I dared to struggle. Today I dare
to win" (Bernadette Devlin (1947 - ____) Irish politician In Words of Women Quotations for
Success, by Power Dynamics Publishing, 1997). 

1. Each of us, this congregation has victories to win on this battlefield of earth.
2. I want to remind you of this fact - GOD DID NOT CALL US TO THE PLAYGROUND - to play

in the sandbox of life - HE CALLED US TO THE BATTLEGROUND to FIGHT for the SOULS
of MAN.
a. The Fight is real and the enemy is constant - unlike wars of men - When we can declare victory

over the enemy and our Mission accomplished - this only occurs when we breath our last breath
and we have fought the good fight of faith, overcome the evil one and await our judgment.

b. Until that day - we must note several fights we must engage in and be victorious in - this is not
an option - but a DUTY for all.

II. To Win Our Own Soul
A. The first victory we must win is over our own souls.

1. My salvation depends on my choice and action!
2. On the day of Pentecost Peter urged those who heard him, 

a. "(40) And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this
untoward generation. (41) Then they that gladly received his word were baptized: and the same
day there were added unto them about three thousand souls" (Acts 2:40-41).

3. This is why Paul urged us 
a. "Wherefore, my beloved, as ye have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much

more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling" (Phil. 2:12).
B. The battle for my soul goes on each and every day - Satan did not turn loose of you when you obeyed

the gospel call.
1. "We improve ourselves by victories over ourself.  There must be contests, and we must win"

(Edward Gibbon (1737 - 1794) English historian in The Book of Success, ed. Richard Shea, 1993).
2. Is this not the battle Paul described that he fought and the victory he sought?

a. "But I keep under my body, and bring it into subjection: lest that by any means, when I have
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preached to others, I myself should be a castaway" (1 Cor. 9:27).
3. "The essence of emotional self-regulation is the  ability to delay impulse in the service of a goal. The

importance of this trait to success was shown in an experiment begun in the 1960s by psychologist
Walter Mischel at a preschool on the Stanford University campus. 
a. Children were told that they could have a single treat, such as a marshmallow, right now.

However, if they would wait while the experimenter ran an errand, they could have two
marshmallows. 

b. Some preschoolers grabbed the marshmallow immediately, but others were able to wait what,
for them, must have seemed an endless 20 minutes. To sustain themselves in their struggle, they
covered their eyes so they wouldn't see the temptation, rested their heads on their arms, talked
to themselves, sang, even tried to sleep. 

c. These plucky kids got the two-marshmallow reward. 
d. The interesting part of this experiment came in the follow-up. 

(1) The children who as 4-year-olds had been able to wait for the two marshmallows were, as
adolescents, still able to delay gratification in pursuing their goals. 

(2) They were more socially competent and self-assertive, and better able to cope with life's
frustrations. 

(3) In contrast, the kids who grabbed the one marshmallow were, as adolescents, more likely to
be stubborn, indecisive, and stressed" (Emotional Intelligence, Daniel Goleman, Bantan
Books, quoted in Reader's Digest, January, 199). 

4. Let us daily engage the enemy and be intent to win our own souls.
a. The immediate gratification of sin today - is not worth the eternal condemnation in the fires of

hell.

III. To Win Other Souls
A. A second important victory to win is the souls of others

1. Paul urged Timothy to 
a. "Take heed unto thyself, and unto the doctrine; continue in them: for in doing this thou shalt

both save thyself, and them that hear thee" (1 Tim. 4:16).
2. A soul winner is wise. 

a. "The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life; and he that winneth souls is wise" (Prov. 11:30).
3. One preacher described the importance of winning souls to Christ this way, "You must be a soul

winner for Christ. You won't go to heaven alone. Either you will go to heaven with the souls you
have won or you won't go!"

4. Isn't this was Paul was saying? 
a. "(19) For though I be free from all men, yet have I made myself servant unto all, that I might

gain the more. (20) And unto the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might gain the Jews; to them
that are under the law, as under the law, that I might gain them that are under the law; (21) To
them that are without law, as without law, (being not without law to God, but under the law to
Christ,) that I might gain them that are without law. (22) To the weak became I as weak, that
I might gain the weak: I am made all things to all men, that I might by all means save some. (23)
And this I do for the gospel's sake, that  I might be partaker thereof with you" (1 Cor. 9:19-23).

B. Winning souls is an important victory the church/you must win!
1. It was our Lord's work. 

a. "For the Son of man is come to seek and to save that which was lost" (Lk. 19:10).
2. It is our work. 

a. "(18) And Jesus came and spake unto them, saying, All power is given unto me in heaven and
in earth. (19) Go ye therefore, and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father,
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and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost (20) Teaching them to observe all things whatsoever I
have commanded you: and, lo, I am with you alway, even unto the end of the world. Amen"
(Mt. 28:18-19).

b. "And the things that thou hast heard of me among many witnesses, the same commit thou to
faithful men, who shall be able to teach others also" (2 Tim. 2:2).

3. Washington Graffiti from the 1800s discovered by workers renovating the Washington Monument
has quite a different tone from that usually found today on the sides of buildings and subway cars.
a. "Whoever is the human instrument under God in the conversion of one soul, erects a monument

to his own memory more lofty and enduing (sic) than this," reads the inscription which can now
be viewed by visitors to the monument. It is signed. 

(1) But no one knows who that is, or who left the small drawings and 19th century dates on other
walls.

b. The markings in the lobby of the monument were covered over when it was decorated at the
turn of the century. 

(1) They were found when workers removed marble wainscoting as part of a year-long $500,000
renovation which was just completed. (Spokesman-Review, June, 1994).

4. "Now it came to pass that a group existed who called themselves fishermen. And lo, there were many
fish in the waters all around. In fact, the whole area was surrounded by streams and lakes filled with
fish. And the fish were hungry.
a. Week after week, month after month, and year after year, these who called themselves

fishermen met in meetings and talked about their call to fish, the abundance of fish, and how
they might go about fishing. Year after year they carefully defined what fishing means, defended
fishing as an occupation, and declared that fishing is always to be a primary task of fishermen.

b. Continually, they searched for new and better methods of fishing and for new and better
definitions of fishing. Further they said, "The fishing industry exists by fishing as fire exists by
burning." 

(1) They loved slogans such as "Fishing is the task of every fisherman." 
(2) They sponsored special meetings called "Fishermen's (Meetings)" and "The Month for

Fishermen to Fish." 
(3) They sponsored costly nationwide and world-wide meetings to discuss fishing and to promote

fishing and hear about all the ways of fishing such as the new fishing equipment, fish calls,
and whether any new bait had been discovered.

c. These fishermen built large, beautiful buildings called "Fishing Headquarters." 
(1) The plea was that everyone should be a fisherman and every fisherman should fish. 
(2) One thing they didn't do, however: They didn't fish.

d. In addition to meeting regularly, they organized to send out fishermen to other places where
there were many fish. 

(1) They had staffs and appointed committees and held many meetings to define fishing, to
defend fishing, and to decide what new streams should be thought about. 

(2) But the staff and committee members did not fish. 
e. Large, elaborate, and expensive training centers were built whose original and primary purpose

was to teach fishermen how to fish. 
(1) Over the years courses were offered on the needs of fish, the nature of fish, where to find fish,

the psychological reactions of fish, and how to approach and feed fish. 
(2) Those who taught had doctorates in fishology, but the teachers did not fish. 
(3) They only taught fishing. 

f. Year after year, after tedious training, many were graduated and were given fishing licenses.
(1) They were sent to do full-time fishing, some to distant waters which were filled with fish.
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(2) Many who felt the call to be fishermen responded. 
(3) They were commissioned and sent to fish. 
(4) But like the fishermen back home, they never fished. 
(5) Like the fishermen back home, they engaged in all kinds of other occupations. 
(6) They built power plants to pump water for fish and tractors to plow new waterways. 
(7) They made all kinds of equipment to travel here and there to look at fish hatcheries. 
(8) Some also said that they wanted to be part of the fishing party, but they felt called to furnish

fishing equipment. 
(9) Others felt their job was to relate to the fish in a good way so the fish would know the

difference between good and bad fishermen. 
(10) Others felt that simply letting the fish know they were nice, land-loving neighbors and how

loving and kind they were was enough.
g. After one stirring meeting on "The Necessity for Fishing," one young fellow left the meeting

and went fishing. 
(1) The next day he reported that he had caught two outstanding fish. 
(2) He was honored for his excellent catch and scheduled to visit all the big meetings possible to

tell how he did it. 
(3) So he quit his fishing in order to have time to tell about the experience to the other fishermen.
(4) He was also placed on the Fishermen's General Board as a person having considerable

experience.
h. Now it's true that many of the fishermen sacrificed and put up with all kinds of difficulties.

(1) Some lived near the water and bore the smell of dead fish every day. 
(2) They received the ridicule of  some who made fun of their fishermen's clubs and the fact that

they claimed to be fishermen yet never fished. 
(3) They wondered  about those who felt it was of little use to attend the weekly meetings to talk

about fishing. 
(4) After all, were they not following the Master who said, "Follow me, and I will make you

fishers of men?"
i. Imagine how hurt some were when one day a person suggested that those who don't catch fish

were really not fishermen, no matter how much they claimed to be. 
(1) Yet it did sound correct. 
(2) Is a person a fisherman if, year after year, he never catches a fish? 
(3) Is one following if he isn't fishing?" (Darrell W. Robinson, People Sharing Jesus, (Nashville,

TN: Thomas Nelson Publishers, 1995), pp. 21-23, modified).
C. Are we sitting around talking about being fishers of men - but not going out and actually fishing in

this great big pond of souls all around us?
1. I challenge you that the “FIELDS ARE WHITE FOR HARVEST - but the Laborers are few” - that

is what the Lord said - not me!
2. My challenge then is - WILL YOU TAKE UP FISHING FOR THE SOULS OF MEN?

IV. To Win Our Children
A. Brethren we need to win our children

1. I have know preachers who were supposedly off trying to win souls in distant cities who did not win
the souls in their own homes.
a. When my wife left me back in 2011 - I had to take a long hard look at myself - I always prided

myself on the fact that I worked for the Lord and His work was the most important work I could
do.

b. I excused my absence in so many ways of saying - “It’s another soul I must teach” - another soul
I can save.
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c. But, what a reality it was when I was alone, sleeping alone, eating alone and praying for my
families souls alone.

d. Not a single bible class I HAD to teach, not a SINGLE person I had to go teach - stood with me
in the solitude of loneliness - yes I had put the Lord first in all things in my life and I lost my
family.

(1) Now, I want you to know that the Lord has given us the family, but family can’t come before
Him - but that does not mean that family does not matter!

(2) Love the Lord they God with all thy heart, thy soul, and strength - but remember the second
commandment is just as important to God and to our well being here on earth.

(3) Don’t forget this - the pain is sometimes too great to bear - but the silence shouts out “GO
WIN SOULS FOR CHRIST - BUT DO NOT LOOSE THOSE WHO ARE PRECIOUS TO 
YOU IN THE PURSUIT!” 

2. Abraham's example should guide us. 
a. "(17) And the LORD said, Shall I hide from Abraham that thing which I do; (18) Seeing that

Abraham shall surely become a great and mighty nation, and all the nations of the earth shall
be blessed in him? (19) For I know him, that he will command his children and his household
after him, and they shall keep the way of the LORD, to do justice and judgment; that the LORD
may bring upon Abraham that which he hath spoken of him" (Gen. 18:17-19).

b. God chose Abraham not only because of his faith, but because he communicated his faith. 
3. This victory is one of the most difficult and most rewarding victories we need to win.

B. How do we win our children?
1. By our example

a. Faith is not inherited, but it is communicated by persistent example.
b. Paul understood that Timothy's faith was built upon two generations of faithful and persistent

example. 
(1) "When I call to remembrance the unfeigned faith that is in thee, which dwelt first in thy

grandmother Lois, and thy mother Eunice; and I am persuaded that in thee also" (2 Tim. 1:5).
c. My faith is my own but I grew up learning about the Lord and what faith in Christ meant in

daily life by the example of my parents (especially of my mothers love for the Lord) and my
grandmother - who in faithfulness to God put up with all the mess my grandfather brought back
from the second world war.

(1) He gave away his two sons - not being able to look them in the face without seeing the horrors
of the trenches on D-Day!

(2) I never did meet my uncles until later on in life - and they were just as bitter and angry as my
grandfather was.

d. Their example (my mother and grandmother) was not one of hypocrisy. 
(1) They did not attend services simply playing a role on Sunday. The most important thing which

their lives revolved around was the Lord and his church.
e. Their example showed me that the Word of God was the most important book; the church of

the Lord was the most important group of people; the assembly and Bible classes of the church
were the most important appointments in the week.

(1) It is for that reason, that I can count on my two hands the amount of times I have been absent
from the meetings of the saints - in my life.

(2) Even when I was in the military in boot camp - when no one was allowed of the base - I stood
my ground and convinced the chaplain and the Colonel of the base to allow me to attend the
services of faithful Christians.

(a) This was the first time in the history of that boot camp.
(b) My faith and my conviction was due to the examples that were I my lives. 
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f. I have seen parents win their children, but not for the Lord. 
(1) They won their children to whatever their example told their children was the most important

thing in their life. 
(2) It may be the win their children to money, to their jobs, to education, to pleasure. 
(3) Such parents win their children, but lose their children souls to be sacrificed upon the altar of

the world.
2. By our instruction

a. Some parents have the mistaken idea that their children will be won by osmosis. 
(1) They bring them to church services occasionally and haphazardly to Bible classes and then

wonder why they grow up ignorant of God, Jesus and the Bible.
b. If you want your children to learn to read, you train and instruct them. 

(1) If you want your children to learn how to drive, you have to train them. 
(2) Yet there are parents who profess surprise that their children are not Christians and yet they

have not trained them. 
c. We win our children by training\instruction! 

(1) "Train up a child in the way he should go: and when he is old, he will not depart from it"
(Prov. 22:6).

d. Training and instructing your children to become Christians is not a one day seminar, it is a life
long schooling.

3. By our correction
a. "And, ye fathers, provoke not your children to wrath: but bring them up in the nurture

(instruction\chastisement) and admonition of the Lord" (Eph.6:4).
b. If we fail to discipline our children when they are young, if we fail to say "no", we are failing

to teach them a respect for authority. 
(1) "The rod and reproof give wisdom: but a child left to himself bringeth his mother to shame"

(Prov. 29:15).
4. By our love

a. We win our children by our love for them.
b. Loving them does not mean that we give them anything they want. 

(1) To do that will produce a greedy, spoiled and selfish child with little capacity for love for
anyone else, including God.

(2) I remember thinking as I raised my children - I went without so much when I was a child - I
don’t want that to happen to them.

(3) I remember the 1st Christmas of my daughter Danielle - grandparents from Knoxville, drove
over with a car that you could not see out of the back window the gifts where so numerous -
out little home with the gifts all piled up was so overwhelming.   Christmas had arrived, gifts
had been bought - but Danielle played with the boxes and the wrappings.  She had little
concept at 10 months old as to what all the toys and gifts meant.

c. Loving our children means doing what is best for them.
d. What is best is our attention to instruct and train them to be good, loving and responsible.

(1) "He that spareth his rod hateth his son: but he that loveth him chasteneth him betimes" (Prov.
13:24).

e. They may get mad at us, they may not be happy with us, but one day we  will win their souls
for the Lord.

V. To Win Over Satan
A. We must win a victory over Satan

1. Jesus has already triumphed over Satan.
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a. "(14) Forasmuch then as the children are partakers of flesh and blood, he also himself likewise
took part of the same; that through death he might destroy him that had the power of death, that
is, the devil. (15) And deliver them who through fear of death were all their lifetime subject to
bondage" (Heb. 2:14-15).

2. We can and must win over Satan. 
a. "And the God of peace shall bruise Satan under your feet shortly" (Rom. 16:20).

B. Some don't seem to believe that we can be victorious over Satan and temptation.
1. But John urged us on to victory - 

a. "For whatsoever is born of God overcometh the world: and this is the victory that overcometh
the world, even our faith" (1 John 5:4).

2. Numerous examples in the scriptures teach us of those victorious over Satan:
a. Joseph resisted the temptation of Satan through Potipher's wife.
b. Job resisted the temptation of Satan through his own wife.
c. Daniel resisted the temptation of Satan to defile himself with the king's food.

(1) "(32) And what shall I more say? for the time would fail me to tell of Gedeon, and of Barak,
and of Samson, and of Jephthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: (33) Who
through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, (34) Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
(35) Women received their dead raised to life again: and others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance; that they might obtain a better resurrection: (36) And others had trial of cruel
mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of bonds and imprisonment: (37) They were stoned,
they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword: they wandered about in
sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; (38) (Of whom the world was
not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.
(39) And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the  promise"
(Heb. 11:32-39).

C. We can and we must have the attitude of - “I CAN” - not “I can’t”

VI. And lastly To Win Over Death
A. A final victory that we have to look forward to is over death

1. "(54) So when this corruptible shall have put on incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on
immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written, Death is swallowed up in
victory. (55) O death, where is thy sting? O grave, where is thy victory? (56) The sting of death is
sin; and the strength of sin is the law. (57) But thanks be to God, which giveth us the victory through
our Lord Jesus Christ" (1 Cor. 15:54-57).

2. If we so live and so fight the battles of life for the Lord and win the victories for our own soul, the
souls of others, the soul of our children and over Satan. 

3. Then the final victory over the final enemy is ours.
B. To win over death we must be willing to sacrifice all

1. "(24) Then said Jesus unto his disciples, If any man will come after me, let him deny himself, and
take up his cross, and follow me. (25) For whosoever will save his life shall lose it: and whosoever
will lose his life for my sake shall find it. (26) For what is a man profited, if he shall gain the whole
world, and lose his own soul? or what shall a man give in exchange for his soul? (27) For the Son
of man shall come in the glory of his Father with his angels; and then he shall reward every man
according to his works" (Mt. 16:24-27).

2. "Every person who wins in any undertaking must be willing to cut all sources of retreat. Only by
doing so can one be sure of maintaining that state of mind known as a burning desire to win –
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essential to success" (Napoleon Hill ( - ____) In The Ultimate Success Quotations Library, 1997).
VII. Conclusion: 

A. One fellow (Vernon Grounds) told of an incident that happened while he was in school (seminary).
1. Since the school had no gymnasium, he and his friends played basket ball in a nearby public school.
2. Nearby, an elderly janitor waited patiently until the seminarians finished playing. Invariably he sat

there reading his Bible. One day my friend asked him what he was reading. The man answered, 'The
book of Revelation.' Surprised, my friend asked if he understood it. 'Oh, yes,' the man assured him.
'I understand it.' 'What does it mean?' Quietly the janitor answered, `It means that Jesus is gonna
win.'"

3. Grounds concludes, "That's the best commentary I have ever heard on that book. Jesus is going to
win. That's the Biblical mind-set."

B. We should have no doubt that Jesus is going to win, because Jesus has already won. 
1. That is the culminating message of God's Word found in the book of Revelation. 
2. Will you be there to share in his victory?
3. Then you will have the attitude of VICTORY - of I CAN DO ALL THINGS THRU JESUS CHRIST

WHO STRENGTHENS ME!
a. You will not have a defeatists attitude but the attitude that says - even when I fall down I am

victorious because my faith has made me get up and to continue pressing forward.
b. Onward CHRISTIAN SOLDIERS - dust yourself off and see the victories that are in Christ

Jesus.
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