
OUR FINAL ATTITUDE - TRULY COMMITTED and NOT ASHAMED
John 21:15-19 & 2 Tim 1:8-12

Intro.
A. In 2 Timothy chapter one we have the final words of the Apostle Paul - words of encouragement

and reflection that tie in perfectly to John 21:15-19 (NKJV) So when they had eaten breakfast,
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to
Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 16 He said to him
again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You
know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time,
“Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time,
“Do you love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.”
Jesus said to him, “Feed My sheep. 18 Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you
girded yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your
hands, and another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” 19 This He spoke,
signifying by what death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him,
“Follow Me.” - The New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
1. In Paul’s writing here he stresses these simple facts in 5 short verse - however the lead up to

these statements are crucial to our understanding....
a. Trusting in God’s grace, mercy and peace - even in the midst of extreme trials. - 2

Timothy 1:2 -To Timothy, a beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

b. Staying true to the scriptures and not sub-coming to the pressures of those around us -
2 Timothy 1:3 - I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers
did, as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, 

c. Concern and support for those who contend for the faith - 2 Timothy 1:4 - greatly
desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 

d. Genuine faith is gained from God’s word (1:5; 2 Tim 3:15)
(1) 2 Timothy 1:5 - when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which

dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded
is in you also. 

(2) 2 Timothy 3:15 - and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.

e. Fulfilling our duties to God - 2 Timothy 1:6 -Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift
of God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

2. Faith extinguishes fear 2 Timothy 1:7 - For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind.  - Paul then goes on in his instruction with an exhortation,
a reminder and an undivided trust in God.
a. 2 Timothy 1:8–12 (NKJV) - 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our

Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel
according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given
to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has now been revealed by the appearing
of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel, 11 to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a
teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not
ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to
keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.

B. Let Us Now Note what Paul is encouraging us to do today and every day that we are found alive
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in Christ Jesus.

II. The ATTITUDE WE MUST HAVE is simply - DO NOT BE ASHAMED
A. Note the contrast between some who were ashamed (Phygellus and Hermogenes) and one who was

not (Onesiphorus). (2 Tim 1:15-16)
1. 2 Timothy 1:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 This you know, that all those in Asia have turned away

from me, among whom are Phygellus and Hermogenes. 16 The Lord grant mercy to the
household of Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain;

B. “The testimony of our Lord” refers to the gospel message itself. Timothy was not to be ashamed
of proclaiming it, even though it brought a social stigma upon those who did (cf. Rom. 1:16; 1
Cor. 1:23-29).
1. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power

of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
a. 1 Corinthians 1:23–29 (NKJV) — 23 but we preach Christ crucified, to the Jews a

stumbling block and to the Greeks foolishness, 24 but to those who are called, both Jews
and Greeks, Christ the power of God and the wisdom of God. 25 Because the foolishness
of God is wiser than men, and the weakness of God is stronger than men. 26 For you see
your calling, brethren, that not many wise according to the flesh, not many mighty, not
many noble, are called. 27 But God has chosen the foolish things of the world to put to
shame the wise, and God has chosen the weak things of the world to put to shame the
things which are mighty; 28 and the base things of the world and the things which are
despised God has chosen, and the things which are not, to bring to nothing the things that
are, 29 that no flesh should glory in His presence.

C. “Nor of me His prisoner” — Paul was a prisoner for the Lord’s sake and was not ashamed, nor was
Onesiphorus who visited him (2Tim 1:12,16-18; (cf. Eph. 4:1; Phil. 1:13; Phile. 9)

a. 2 Timothy 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I
am not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to
keep what I have committed to Him until that Day.

b. 2 Timothy 1:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 The Lord grant mercy to the household of
Onesiphorus, for he often refreshed me, and was not ashamed of my chain; 17 but when
he arrived in Rome, he sought me out very zealously and found me. 18 The Lord grant
to him that he may find mercy from the Lord in that Day—and you know very well how
many ways he ministered to me at Ephesus.

c. Ephesians 4:1 (NKJV) — 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk
worthy of the calling with which you were called,

d. Philippians 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 so that it has become evident to the whole palace guard,
and to all the rest, that my chains are in Christ;

e. Philemon 9 (NKJV) — 9 yet for love’s sake I rather appeal to you—being such a one as
Paul, the aged, and now also a prisoner of Jesus Christ—

D. “But share with me in the sufferings for the gospel” — Instead of being ashamed,  Paul encouraged
Timothy to suffer with him for the gospel’s sake (cf. Col. 1:24; Acts 5:41; 2 Tim. 2:3)
1. .Colossians 1:24 (NKJV) — 24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my flesh

what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the church,
2. Acts 5:41 (NKJV) — 41 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that they

were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.
3. 2 Timothy 2:3 (NKJV) — 3 You therefore must endure hardship as a good soldier of Jesus

Christ.
E. “According to the power of God” — The word power (dunameos) in our text refers to God’s
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gracious provisions by which He sustains us in our time of need (2 Cor. 12:9; cf. also Phil. 4:13).
1. 2 Corinthians 12:9 (NKJV) — 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My

strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.

2. Philippians 4:13 (NKJV) — 13 I can do all things through Christ who strengthens me.
F. If our attitude be the same as Paul’s, God’s provisions will sustain us, even in the midst of severe

suffering (Jam. 1:2-7; 1 Pet. 1:5-9)
1. James 1:2–7 (NKJV) — 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3

knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to
him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea
driven and tossed by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything
from the Lord;

2. 1 Peter 1:5–9 (NKJV) — 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation
ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while,
if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being
much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise,
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though
now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.

III. REMEMBER GOD’S PROVISION OF SALVATION - Our Attitude of Gratitude and Reverence
is tied directly to our MEMORY....
A. “who has saved us” — The one Who has saved us is able to sustain us (cf. 1 Pet. 1:5; 5:5-11;

Rom. 8:17,18, 31-39).
1. 1 Peter 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready

to be revealed in the last time.
2. 1 Peter 5:5–11 (NKJV) — 5 Likewise you younger people, submit yourselves to your elders.

Yes, all of you be submissive to one another, and be clothed with humility, for “God resists
the proud, But gives grace to the humble.” 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty
hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He
cares for you. 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a
roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that
the same sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 But may the God
of all grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while,
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion forever
and ever. Amen.

3. Romans 8:17 (NKJV) — 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with
Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.
a. Romans 8:18 (NKJV) — 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not

worthy to be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.
4. Romans 8:31–39 (NKJV) — 31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who

can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how
shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against
God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and
furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession
for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or
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persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake
we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these
things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that
neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things
to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from
the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

B. “and called us with a holy calling” — Christians are called by the gospel which is God’s power to
save (2 Thess. 2:14; Rom. 1:16).
1. 2 Thessalonians 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 to which He called you by our gospel, for the obtaining

of the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
2. Romans 1:16 (NKJV) — 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power

of God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.
C. “not according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace” The provision and

means of salvation are NOT deserved and CANNOT be earned (Titus 3:4-5; Eph. 2:8,9; Rom.
5:8-10; Luke 17:10)
1. Titus 3:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man

appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy
He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

2. Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God,
a. Ephesians 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

3. Romans 5:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His
blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were
reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been reconciled, we shall
be saved by His life.

4. Luke 17:10 (NKJV) — 10 So likewise you, when you have done all those things which you
are commanded, say, ‘We are unprofitable servants. We have done what was our duty to
do.’ ”

D. “which was given to us in Christ Jesus before time began” — The provision and means of
salvation were purposed and planned before the world was (Rom. 16:25; Eph. 1:4; Titus 1:2)
1. Romans 16:25 (NKJV) — 25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my

gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret
since the world began
a. Ephesians 1:4 (NKJV) — 4 just as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the

world, that we should be holy and without blame before Him in love,
b. Titus 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised

before time began,
2. God’s love, mercy and grace made the provision which He purposed possible (John 3:16;

Eph. 2:8,9; Rom. 5:8,9; Titus 2:11-14)
a. John 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten

Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
b. Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that

not of yourselves; it is the gift of God,
(1) Ephesians 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

c. Romans 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while
we were still sinners, Christ died for us.
(1) Romans 5:9 (NKJV) — 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood,
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we shall be saved from wrath through Him.
d. Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to

all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own
special people, zealous for good works.

3. By faith we receive the provision of salvation God has made possible (Eph. 2:8-9; Heb. 11:6;
James 2:14-26; Mark 16:16; Titus 2:11-14)
a. Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that

not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
b. Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently
seek Him.

c. James 2:14–26 (NKJV) — 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has
faith but does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and
destitute of daily food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and
filled,” but you do not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it
profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone
will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works,
and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one God. You
do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish
man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works
when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together
with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled
which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.”
And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by works,
and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when
she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without
the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

d. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who
does not believe will be condemned.

e. Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to
all men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live
soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for
us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own
special people, zealous for good works.

4. Noah saved by grace through faith – Gen. 6:8; Heb 11:7
a. Naaman healed by grace through faith – 2 Kings 5:1-19; Lk 4:27
b. Walls of Jericho fell by grace through faith – Joshua 6:2,15,16,20; Heb 11:30
c. The FAITH that obeys does not nullify God’s grace - but receives it!!

5. The SAME PRINCIPLE in EVERY AGE ----
a. GOD SPEAKS
b. MAN HEARS
c. MANS FAITH LEADS HIM TO OBEY
d. GOD SAVES

(1) Noah - Gen. 6:8,13-17; 22; 7:5; Heb 11:7 
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(a) Genesis 6:8 (NKJV) — 8 But Noah found grace in the eyes of the LORD.
(b) Genesis 6:13–17 (NKJV) — 13 And God said to Noah, “The end of all flesh

has come before Me, for the earth is filled with violence through them; and
behold, I will destroy them with the earth. 14 Make yourself an ark of
gopherwood; make rooms in the ark, and cover it inside and outside with pitch.
15 And this is how you shall make it: The length of the ark shall be three
hundred cubits, its width fifty cubits, and its height thirty cubits. 16 You shall
make a window for the ark, and you shall finish it to a cubit from above; and
set the door of the ark in its side. You shall make it with lower, second, and
third decks. 17 And behold, I Myself am bringing floodwaters on the earth, to
destroy from under heaven all flesh in which is the breath of life; everything
that is on the earth shall die.

(c) Genesis 6:22 (NKJV) — 22 Thus Noah did; according to all that God
commanded him, so he did.

(d) Genesis 7:5 (NKJV) — 5 And Noah did according to all that the LORD
commanded him.

(e) Hebrews 11:7 (NKJV) — 7 By faith Noah, being divinely warned of things not
yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the saving of his
household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the
righteousness which is according to faith.

(2) Abraham – Gen 12:4; 15:6; 17:10,23; 22:3,16-18
(a) Genesis 12:4 (NKJV) — 4 So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to

him, and Lot went with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he
departed from Haran.

(b) Genesis 15:6 (NKJV) — 6 And he believed in the LORD, and He accounted
it to him for righteousness.

(c) Genesis 17:10 (NKJV) — 10 This is My covenant which you shall keep,
between Me and you and your descendants after you: Every male child among
you shall be circumcised;

(d) Genesis 17:23 (NKJV) — 23 So Abraham took Ishmael his son, all who were
born in his house and all who were bought with his money, every male among
the men of Abraham’s house, and circumcised the flesh of their foreskins that
very same day, as God had said to him.

(e) Genesis 22:3 (NKJV) — 3 So Abraham rose early in the morning and saddled
his donkey, and took two of his young men with him, and Isaac his son; and he
split the wood for the burnt offering, and arose and went to the place of which
God had told him.

(f) Genesis 22:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 and said: “By Myself I have sworn, says the
LORD, because you have done this thing, and have not withheld your son, your
only son—17 blessing I will bless you, and multiplying I will multiply your
descendants as the stars of the heaven and as the sand which is on the seashore;
and your descendants shall possess the gate of their enemies. 18 In your seed
all the nations of the earth shall be blessed, because you have obeyed My
voice.”

(3) Israel – Ex. 12:13; 14:30; Dt 30:15-19; Jos 6; 1 Cor 10:1-13
(a) Exodus 12:13 (NKJV) — 13 Now the blood shall be a sign for you on the

houses where you are. And when I see the blood, I will pass over you; and the
plague shall not be on you to destroy you when I strike the land of Egypt.
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(b) Exodus 14:30 (NKJV) — 30 So the LORD saved Israel that day out of the
hand of the Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore.

(c) Deuteronomy 30:15–19 (NKJV) — 15 “See, I have set before you today life
and good, death and evil, 16 in that I command you today to love the LORD
your God, to walk in His ways, and to keep His commandments, His statutes,
and His judgments, that you may live and multiply; and the LORD your God
will bless you in the land which you go to possess. 17 But if your heart turns
away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods and
serve them, 18 I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall
not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and
possess. 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have
set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that
both you and your descendants may live;

(d) 1 Corinthians 10:1–13 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to
be unaware that all our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea,
2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same
spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank of that
spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with most
of them God was not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the
wilderness. 6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we
should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do not become
idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat
and drink, and rose up to play.” 8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as
some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let us tempt
Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; 10 nor
complain, as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the
destroyer. 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they
were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.
12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No
temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but
with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to
bear it.

(4) And Us TODAY – Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; 8:12,37; Rom 6:3-6; 10:9-13; Gal.
3:26-27; Col. 2:11-13; 1 Pet 3:21; 1 Jn 1:9
(a) Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but

he who does not believe will be condemned.
(b) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one

of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and
you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

(c) Acts 8:12 (NKJV) — 12 But when they believed Philip as he preached the
things concerning the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, both men
and women were baptized.

(d) Acts 8:37 (NKJV) — 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe with all your heart,
you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ is the Son of
God.”

(e) Romans 6:3–6 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were
baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were
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buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from
the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of
life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly
we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old
man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that
we should no longer be slaves of sin.

(f) Romans 10:9–13 (NKJV) — 9 that if you confess with your mouth the Lord
Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will
be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the
mouth confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever
believes on Him will not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction
between Jew and Greek, for the same Lord over all is rich to all who call upon
Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the LORD shall be saved.”

(g) Galatians 3:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in
Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.

(h) Colossians 2:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 In Him you were also circumcised with the
circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the
flesh, by the circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which
you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised
Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the
uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having
forgiven you all trespasses,

(i) 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves
us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good
conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

(j) 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to
forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.

IV. GOD’S PROVISION OF SALVATION HAS BEEN REVEALED
A. “but has now been revealed” — The gospel is often referred to as a mystery for the very reason that

it was not fully revealed in the past but was fully revealed by the apostles of Christ (Eph. 1:9;
3:3-5; Col. 1:26; Rom. 16:25).
1. Ephesians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 having made known to us the mystery of His will, according to

His good pleasure which He purposed in Himself,
2. Ephesians 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as

I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge
in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as
it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

3. Colossians 1:26 (NKJV) — 26 the mystery which has been hidden from ages and from
generations, but now has been revealed to His saints.

4. Romans 16:25 (NKJV) — 25 Now to Him who is able to establish you according to my
gospel and the preaching of Jesus Christ, according to the revelation of the mystery kept secret
since the world began

B. “by the appearing of our Savior Jesus Christ” — Refers to the whole of His life on earth,
(incarnation, ministry, death, burial, & resurrection) (cf. Titus 3:4)
1. Titus 3:4 (NKJV) — 4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man

appeared,
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C. “who has abolished death” — Our Lord took away the terror of death enabling us to face it with
composure and hope (Jn. 11:25-26; 1 Co. 15:54-55; He. 2:14-15)
1. John 11:25–26 (NKJV) — 25 Jesus said to her, “I am the resurrection and the life. He who

believes in Me, though he may die, he shall live. 26 And whoever lives and believes in Me
shall never die. Do you believe this?”

2. 1 Corinthians 15:54–55 (NKJV) — 54 So when this corruptible has put on incorruption, and
this mortal has put on immortality, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is written:
“Death is swallowed up in victory.” 55 “O Death, where is your sting? O Hades, where is your
victory?”

3. Hebrews 2:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 Inasmuch then as the children have partaken of flesh and
blood, He Himself likewise shared in the same, that through death He might destroy him who
had the power of death, that is, the devil, 15 and release those who through fear of death were
all their lifetime subject to bondage.

D. “and brought life and immortality to light” — Our Lord entered the hadean realm, conquered its
foes, and arose in triumph. He thereby gave assurance of life beyond the grave (1 Co. 15:53; 2 Co.
5:4; 1 Jno. 1:2). 
1. 1 Corinthians 15:53 (NKJV) — 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this

mortal must put on immortality.
2. 2 Corinthians 5:4 (NKJV) — 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not

because we want to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by
life.

3. 1 John 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 the life was manifested, and we have seen, and bear witness, and
declare to you that eternal life which was with the Father and was manifested to us—

E. “through the gospel” — The gospel dispels any doubt and makes certain immortality for both soul
and body (cf. 1 Cor. 15:1-11, 17-18, 20-23, 52-53).
1. 1 Corinthians 15:1–11 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which

I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2 by which also you are
saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you—unless you believed in vain. 3 For
I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according
to the Scriptures, 4 and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to
the Scriptures, 5 and that He was seen by Cephas, then by the twelve. 6 After that He was seen
by over five hundred brethren at once, of whom the greater part remain to the present, but
some have fallen asleep. 7 After that He was seen by James, then by all the apostles. 8 Then
last of all He was seen by me also, as by one born out of due time. 9 For I am the least of the
apostles, who am not worthy to be called an apostle, because I persecuted the church of God.
10 But by the grace of God I am what I am, and His grace toward me was not in vain; but I
labored more abundantly than they all, yet not I, but the grace of God which was with me. 11
Therefore, whether it was I or they, so we preach and so you believed.

2. 1 Corinthians 15:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are
still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

3. 1 Corinthians 15:20–23 (NKJV) — 20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has
become the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by
Man also came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all
shall be made alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those
who are Christ’s at His coming.

4. 1 Corinthians 15:52–53 (NKJV) — 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last
trumpet. For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall
be changed. 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this mortal must put on
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immortality.
F. “to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of the Gentiles” — Jesus

commissioned Paul (Acts 9:15; Rom. 1:5; 11:13; Gal. 2:7-8)
1. Acts 9:15 (NKJV) — 15 But the Lord said to him, “Go, for he is a chosen vessel of Mine to

bear My name before Gentiles, kings, and the children of Israel.
2. Romans 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for

obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,
3. Romans 11:13 (NKJV) — 13 For I speak to you Gentiles; inasmuch as I am an apostle to the

Gentiles, I magnify my ministry,
4. Galatians 2:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 But on the contrary, when they saw that the gospel for the

uncircumcised had been committed to me, as the gospel for the circumcised was to Peter 8
(for He who worked effectively in Peter for the apostleship to the circumcised also worked
effectively in me toward the Gentiles),

V. In CONCLUSION
A. PAUL WAS NOT ASHAMED

1. “For this reason I also suffer these things” — Paul suffered because he proclaimed the gospel of
Christ (2 Tim 2:9; 3:10–12; 4:16-17; Acts 9:16; 13:46,50; 14:5-6; 21:27–31; 22:21–24; Eph.
3:1–8).
a. 2 Timothy 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of

chains; but the word of God is not chained.
b. 2 Timothy 3:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 But you have carefully followed my doctrine, manner of

life, purpose, faith, longsuffering, love, perseverance, 11 persecutions, afflictions, which
happened to me at Antioch, at Iconium, at Lystra—what persecutions I endured. And out of
them all the Lord delivered me. 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will
suffer persecution.

c. 2 Timothy 4:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 At my first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook
me. May it not be charged against them. 17 But the Lord stood with me and strengthened me,
so that the message might be preached fully through me, and that all the Gentiles might hear.
Also I was delivered out of the mouth of the lion.

d. Acts 9:16 (NKJV) — 16 For I will show him how many things he must suffer for My name’s
sake.”

e. Acts 13:46 (NKJV) — 46 Then Paul and Barnabas grew bold and said, “It was necessary that
the word of God should be spoken to you first; but since you reject it, and judge yourselves
unworthy of everlasting life, behold, we turn to the Gentiles.

f. Acts 13:50 (NKJV) — 50 But the Jews stirred up the devout and prominent women and the
chief men of the city, raised up persecution against Paul and Barnabas, and expelled them
from their region.

g. Acts 14:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 And when a violent attempt was made by both the Gentiles and
Jews, with their rulers, to abuse and stone them, 6 they became aware of it and fled to Lystra
and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the surrounding region.

h. Acts 21:27–31 (NKJV) — 27 Now when the seven days were almost ended, the Jews from
Asia, seeing him in the temple, stirred up the whole crowd and laid hands on him, 28 crying
out, “Men of Israel, help! This is the man who teaches all men everywhere against the
people, the law, and this place; and furthermore he also brought Greeks into the temple and
has defiled this holy place.” 29 (For they had previously seen Trophimus the Ephesian with
him in the city, whom they supposed that Paul had brought into the temple.) 30 And all the
city was disturbed; and the people ran together, seized Paul, and dragged him out of the
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temple; and immediately the doors were shut. 31 Now as they were seeking to kill him, news
came to the commander of the garrison that all Jerusalem was in an uproar.

i. Acts 22:21–24 (NKJV) — 21 Then He said to me, ‘Depart, for I will send you far from here
to the Gentiles.’ ” 22 And they listened to him until this word, and then they raised their
voices and said, “Away with such a fellow from the earth, for he is not fit to live!” 23 Then,
as they cried out and tore off their clothes and threw dust into the air, 24 the commander
ordered him to be brought into the barracks, and said that he should be examined under
scourging, so that he might know why they shouted so against him.

j. Ephesians 3:1–8 (NKJV) — 1 For this reason I, Paul, the prisoner of Christ Jesus for you
Gentiles—2 if indeed you have heard of the dispensation of the grace of God which was
given to me for you, 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have
briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in
the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it
has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets: 6 that the Gentiles
should be fellow heirs, of the same body, and partakers of His promise in Christ through the
gospel, 7 of which I became a minister according to the gift of the grace of God given to me
by the effective working of His power. 8 To me, who am less than the least of all the saints,
this grace was given, that I should preach among the Gentiles the unsearchable riches of
Christ,

2. “for I know whom I have believed” — 
3. Paul had knowledge of the true person and identity of Jesus Christ which gave Paul courage to

suffer any price (cf. Phi. 3:8-10)
a. Philippians 3:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 Yet indeed I also count all things loss for the excellence

of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord, for whom I have suffered the loss of all things,
and count them as rubbish, that I may gain Christ 9 and be found in Him, not having my own
righteousness, which is from the law, but that which is through faith in Christ, the
righteousness which is from God by faith; 10 that I may know Him and the power of His
resurrection, and the fellowship of His sufferings, being conformed to His death,

4. Such confidence fortifies one against all foes and enables him to face the hereafter with calm
serenity, hope, and courage (2 Cor. 4:7-5:7)
a. 2 Corinthians 4:7–5:7 (NKJV) — 7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the

excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-pressed on every side,
yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
down, but not destroyed—10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are always
delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal
flesh. 12 So then death is working in us, but life in you. 13 And since we have the same spirit
of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and
therefore speak, 14 knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with
Jesus, and will present us with you. 15 For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having
spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 16
Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward
man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is
working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at
the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen
are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 1 For we know that if our earthly
house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our
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habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found
naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be
unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who
has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee.
6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent
from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.

5. “and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have committed to Him” — Paul is convinced
or persuaded of God’s infinite power or ability to guard that which he has deposited with him
(2 Tim 4:6-8; 1 Cor. 9:17; Heb. 10:35; 1 Pet. 4:19)
a. 2 Timothy 4:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and

the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who
have loved His appearing.

b. 1 Corinthians 9:17 (NKJV) — 17 For if I do this willingly, I have a reward; but if against
my will, I have been entrusted with a stewardship.

c. Hebrews 10:35 (NKJV) — 35 Therefore do not cast away your confidence, which has great
reward.

d. 1 Peter 4:19 (NKJV) — 19 Therefore let those who suffer according to the will of God
commit their souls to Him in doing good, as to a faithful Creator.

6. “until that Day” — The day of judgment. When Paul obeyed the gospel, he committed his whole
life unto God, which involved trusting him for salvation, his providential care, and the fulfilling
of all the “exceeding great and precious promises” (2 Pet. 1:4), and ultimately the eternal life
crown in that day (2 Tim. 4:8).
a. 2 Timothy 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also
to all who have loved His appearing.

B. “The Value of Being Committed To The Lord, No Matter The Cost” - (2 Timothy 1:8-12)
1.  Are we ashamed of the gospel? (Rom. 1:16)
2. Are we as committed to the Lord as we should be?
3. Can we say with Paul “I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep

what I have committed to Him until that Day”
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