
BEING RESPECTFUL - THE ART OF PAYING RESPECT
Isa 6:1-7

Intro:
A. In 1967 the Song RESPECT sung by Aretha Franklin made it to number one on the charts -

originally written by Otis Redding in 1965 and 1st recorded for his 3rd Soul Album’s release.
1. When you look at her lyrics - she asks - “all I want is just a little bit of R-E-S-P-E-C-T from you.
2. Respect is earned and respect is something that is sadly missing in our society today.
3. In my short lifetime, I have watched as the young, lose more and more respect and the the adults

no longer demand it.  
B. “My father, Ronald Reagan, held the presidency in such honor and reverence that he was never in

the Oval Office without a coat and tie.” - Michael Reagan 
1. A son of Ronald Reagan, now challenges Christians with his total defiance of God and His

Existence.
a. Ronald Reagan was joked about having a group of the top Atheists in the USA to come to

the White house for a great Banquet - feed them all the finest of foods then at the end ask
them what they thought of the Cook..... he joked I think I know their answers, yet they
believe he exists, even tho they have not seen him.

2. “He never took off his tie and jacket inside the Oval Office in deference to the Presidency of the
United States.  Nor did anyone else walk into the Oval Office without a coat and tie on because
we followed our leader in deference to the Presidency. “ - Ken Duberstein 
a. Kenneth M. Duberstein (born April 21, 1944) served as U.S. President Ronald Reagan's

White House Chief of Staff from 1988 to 1989.
C. Over the last 2-3 generations of Americans, the degree of respect for God, various God ordained

institutions, and others in general has dwindled. - Judges 2:10 ---- When all that generation had been
gathered to their fathers, another generation arose after them who did not know the LORD nor the
work which He had done for Israel.
1. Read Article “faith of our fathers”
2. Christians we need to understand the importance of respect. 

D. What does it mean to be respectful?
1. Webster’s – “To feel or show deferential regard for: ESTEEM; deferential regard; the state of

being regarded with deference or esteem; willingness to show consideration or appreciation.”
2. In the Bible – “Honor; esteem, especially of the highest degree; to prize; to revere; to value.” 

See: Romans 13:7 & 1 Peter 2:17.
a. Romans 13:7 ---- 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes are due, customs

to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.
b. 1 Peter 2:17 ----17 Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.

3. “A respectful, submissive disposition of mind arising from affection and esteem, from a sense
of superiority in the person reverenced. We reverence the house of God, the worship of God, the
attributes, the commands… and we ought to demonstrate our reverence by our overt acts. 
(M’Clintock and Strong)

II. We must give Honor to whom Honor is due
A. The King/Government - (Romans 13:7)  ---- 7 Render therefore to all their due: taxes to whom taxes

are due, customs to whom customs, fear to whom fear, honor to whom honor.
1. Wives their husbands - (Ephesians 5:33) 

a. Ephesians 5:33 ---- 33 Nevertheless let each one of you in particular so love his own wife
as himself, and let the wife see that she respects her husband.

2. Husbands their wives - (1 Peter 3:6-7) 
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a. 1 Peter 3:6-7 ---- 6 as Sarah obeyed Abraham, calling him lord, whose daughters you are if
you do good and are not afraid with any terror. 7 Husbands, likewise, dwell with them with
understanding, giving honor to the wife, as to the weaker vessel, and as being heirs together
of the grace of life, that your prayers may not be hindered.

3. Slaves their masters (employees their employer) - (1 Timothy 6:1)
a. 1 Timothy 6:1 ---- Let as many bondservants as are under the yoke count their own masters

worthy of all honor, so that the name of God and His doctrine may not be blasphemed.
B. Church their elders - (1 Timothy 5:17) ---- Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double

honor, especially those who labor in the word and doctrine.
1. Children their parents – (Ephesians 6:2 )

a. Ephesians 6:2 ---- 2 “Honor your father and mother,” which is the first commandment with
promise:

2. The aged – (Leviticus 19:32) 
a. Leviticus 19:32 ---- ‘You shall rise before the gray headed and honor the presence of an old

man, and fear your God: I am the LORD.
3. All people - (1 Peter  2:17) 

a. 1 Peter 2:17 ----  Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
C. Honor God – (1 Timothy 1:17) ---- Now to the King eternal, immortal, invisible, to God who alone

is wise, be honor and glory forever and ever. Amen.
1. In Our Worship

a. Worship - ðñïóêõí?ù, proskyneô ---- Usage Notes: "to make obeisance, do reverence to"
(from pros, "towards," and kuneo, "to kiss"), is the most frequent word rendered "to
worship." It is used of an act of homage or reverence — Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old
and New Testament Words 
(1) “the man bowed down his head and worshiped the Lord. And he said, “Blessed be the

Lord God…” Genesis 24:26
(2) “he worshiped the Lord bowing himself to the earth.” - Genesis 24:52, Ex. 12:27

(a) Exodus 12:27 ---- “that you shall say, ‘It is the Passover sacrifice of the LORD, who
passed over the houses of the children of Israel in Egypt when He struck the
Egyptians and delivered our households.’ ” So the people bowed their heads and
worshiped.

2. Leviticus 10:3 (NKJV)  ---- 3 And Moses said to Aaron, "This is what the Lord spoke, saying:
'By those who come near Me I must be regarded as holy; And before all the people I must be
glorified.' " So Aaron held his peace. 
a. Psalms 89:7 (NKJV)  ---- 7 God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, And to

be held in reverence by all those around Him. 
b. Ecclesiastes 5:1-7 (NKJV)  ---- 1 Walk prudently when you go to the house of God; and

draw near to hear rather than to give the sacrifice of fools, for they do not know that they do
evil.  

3. Isaiah 66:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 For all those things My hand has made, And all those things exist,"
Says the Lord. "But on this one will I look: On him who is poor and of a contrite spirit, And who
trembles at My word.
a. Hebrews 12:28-29 (NKJV) ---- 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which

cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence
and godly fear.  29 For our God is a consuming fire.

4. 1 Corinthians 14:40 (NKJV)  ---- 40 Let all things be done decently and in order. 
a. Let all things be done decently—Åõó÷çìïíùòq In their proper forms; with becoming

reverence; according to their dignity and importance, Every thing in the Church of God

Page 2 of  3



should be conducted with gravity and composure, suitable to the importance of the things,
the infinite dignity of the object of worship, and the necessity of the souls in behalf of which
those religious ordinances are instituted.  ---- Adam Clarke's Commentary

D. Spirit & Truth . . . (John 4:24) ----  “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth.”
1. Saturday Night . . . 

a. Getting Ready to Worship . . . don’t stay up all night so that you are tired - DVR that favorite
show, start focusing on what we are going to be doing,

b. Time of Arrival . . . don’t wait to the last minute and slide in late.  We don’t punch in but if
we did would our bosses be pleased with our promptness.

2. At the Building . . . . Remember this is not a social country club setting.  It is good to get together
and know more about each other but the times set aside for Worshiping God is His Time and we
need to make sure we understand that.
a. We could always schedule time to catch up with others in our own time.
b. So watch for the lights, don’t think well I’ve got a few more minutes. 

3. Preparation . . . of the taking of the Lord’s Supper - mention Paul and Kansas church with nine
folks walking around.
a. Please unless it is an emergency stay seated during the lesson and the worship - it is only an

hour and I have seen each one here stay seated a lot longer than that.
4. During the worship service . . . Turn your cell phone off - this is not the time to be checking Txt

messages, or email.   Christ died for you .... can you give him the respect that is due Him!
a. Participate in the singing, lift up your heads and sing forth.   Say Amen to the prayers if you

are in agreement, take up your bibles and turn to the verses.
5. Application . . . . you can’t make application to your life if you did not pay attention.  So listen

take notes, update your bibles show a genuine interest in spiritual things. 

III. Conclusion:
A. Prov 9:10 - The Fear of the Lord is the beginning of Wisdom.

a. Have you showed your respect and fear of God here this morning?
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