
What Is Your Attitude towards - Preparation and Working Together
Introduction:
 A. Is preparation important?  
 1. Should the preacher just wait until he stands up every Sunday morning before deciding what to

preach?  
 2. Should we who lead singing take the time to select our songs prior to even coming to church? 
 3. Is there no need for the one giving the invitation talk to seriously think about his subject prior

to the night of his delivery? 
 B. Can we get just as much out of our classes, if we never do the assignments?
 C. The Bible speaks of the need to be prepared for various things.
 1. Rom. 1:15, "...I am ready to preach the gospel to you that are at Rome...." (KJV)
 a. NASB -- "I am eager to preach"
 b. Bullinger (on "ready"says this): "willing, eager, zealous."
 D. There is also another Greek word translated as "ready" in the KJV, but has a different meaning.  We

find this word in such passages as:
 1. 2 Cor. 9:5, "so I thought it necessary to urge the brethren that they would go on ahead to you and

arrange beforehand our previously promised bountiful gift, that the same might be READY as
a bountiful gift, and not affected by covetousness" (emphasis mine).

 a. Here the idea of "ready" means being "prepared." 
 b. It took preparation.  
 (1) The purpose for laying by in store on the first day of the week is so that there would be

orderliness.  
 (2) It was a day when they would all be meeting together; and the offering could, therefore,

be kept in one prepared lumpsum.
 c. Here the Greek word is defined by Bullinger as: "at hand, ready, prepared."
 (1) Another passage that has this Greek word is Titus 3:1.
 (a) "Remind them to be subject to rulers, to authorities, to be obedient, to be ready for

every good deed,"  -- This means BE PREPARED! for every good work.
 2. Paul said he was "ready" to preach the gospel.   
 a. Though the word expresses Paul's "willingness" or "eagerness" to do so, we realize that there

also must be a preparation in order to carry this out.
 E. 1 Pet. 3:15, "but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to

everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and
reverence;" 

 1. "defense" -- "apologia"
 a. It is from this same Greek word that we derive words such as "apologize," "apology," and

"apologetics."
 (1) Josh McDowell (Evidence That Demands a Verdict): "'Apologia' (basic English

translation is apology) was used predominantly in early times 'but it did not convey the
idea of excuse, palliation or making amends for some injury done.'"

 (2) Even today, we find the secondary meaning of the word "apology" to be "a defense or
justification in speech or writing, as for a cause or doctrine."

b. "apologetics" -- "the branch of theology concerned with the defense or proof of Christianity."
(1) The Bible teaches us to "examine everything carefully" (1 Thess. 5:20-21) and to "test

the spirits to see whether they are from God" (1 Jn. 4:1).
(a) Yes, we must know not only what we believe, but why we believe it--in order that we

may persuade other men to believe it too.
2. Peter's exhortation to "always be ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an
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account for the hope that is in you" does not pertain to only the preachers.  Every Christian
should be able to teach others the truth (Heb. 5:12).
a. One of the important works of the church itself is edification -- Eph. 4:16 - "from whom the

whole body, being fitted and held together by that which every joint supplies, according to
the proper working of each individual part, causes the growth of the body for the building
up of itself in love."
(1) Notice especially: "each individual part" – Everyone has an important role. (c.f., 1 Cor.

12:12-31 -- Each person makes up a different part, but each has a special role.)
(a) illus. Chinese Humor: "Said the feet to the mouth, 'You are the luckiest thing on

earth. You are forever getting the best of me.  Here I am, running around all day,
wearing myself out.  And all for the sake of your eating.' "Retorted the mouth: 'Don't
accuse me. How would you like it if I stopped eating so that you could stop running
around?'"

(b) We each have an important role to fulfill.
3. Why is it difficult for many people to work together these days?  not just in the church, but also

in marriages, family relationships, and other affiliations?

II. People are often too SELF-CENTERED!
A. illus.  Dr. Clyde Miller of Columbia University likes to sometimes play a prank on his friends, by

using boring books that have been sent to him by their publishers.  He will attach a note, making it
look as if it were from the author, saying, "I hope you will be pleased by the references made to you
in this volume, and hope that you will not have any objection to this use of your name."
1. Needless to say, Mr. Miller's friends will search and search through the book, just trying to find

a reference to themselves.
B. illus.  A similar illustration concerns a novelist that met an old friend.  After talking for two hours

the novelist said, "Now we've talked about me long enough -- lets talk about you!  What did you
think of my last novel?"
1. This type of self-centeredness is seen most everywhere:

a. In the post office of a prideful small town in New York State, appropriate signs were placed
over the outgoing-mail slots.  One read "Webster," which is the name of the town; and the
other said, "Rest of the World."

2. Do we not often put ourselves above others, and clump others in some secondary group?
a. The sociologist has a name for this; it is ETHNOCENTRISM.  Dr. Joan Weston (sociologist

of Brookhaven College) says the following concerning it: "Ethnocentrism is universal.  It is
found in every culture.  If it doesn't exist, if people don't think there way is the right way,
eventually the culture disintegrates...it gives...security, stability...."
(1) It can be national, racial, etc.  "Our group is better than your group" -- is its theme.

C. Self-centeredness needs to be overcome.  According to the Bible, one is actually to place himself last
of all.
1. Jesus is to be first -- "Love God with all your heart, mind, soul, and strength." - the childrens

song - JOY - “Jesus First , yourself last and others in between”
2. Others are to be second:

a. Phil. 2:3-4, "...Do nothing from selfishness or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let
each of you regard one another as more important than himself; do not merely look out for
your own personal interests, but also for the interests of others."

b. We have a duty towards others -- Rom. 15:1-2, "Now we who are strong ought to bear the
weaknesses of those without strength and not just please ourselves.  Let each of us please his
neighbor for his good, to his edification."
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3. Yourself last.  Since the Christian is to put others above himself, then he, consequently, is put
last.

4. Put this in an acrostic, and what does it spell? J(esus) O(thers) Y(ourself)--JOY!
a. This and thins alone is how you spell JOY!

D. When people learn to put others above themselves, then they can really begin to work together -- in
the home, on the job, in the church, in the community, in the world.
1. Notice this attitude in marriage:

a. Eph. 5:25,28-29 "Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave
Himself up for her;...So husbands ought to love their own wives as their own bodies.  He
who loves His own wife loves himself; for no one every hated his own flesh, but nourishes
and cherishes it, just as Christ also does the church,"

b. My father used to love to quote this verse to my mother - Eph. 5:24, But as the church is
subject to Christ, so also the wives ought to be to their husbands in everything."
(1) He would get so mad when I reminded him that he was using this out of context and that

Paul first begins with his submission....
(2) I can’t tell you the amount of spankings I got for saying that! - yip another passage out

of context was quoted - Eph 6:1
c. 1 Cor. 7:3-6

2. In the family:
a. It's been said that "The family is the most basic of all social institutions...It was the first

social group formed by human beings."
b. We've just considered the husband and wife relationship, but how about the children?

(1) Eph. 6:1-2
(2) Col. 3:20, "Children, be obedient to your parents in all things, for this is well-pleasing

to the Lord."
3. In the work realm:

a. Col. 3:22-24  (the slave is to put his master above himself.)
4. In the community:

a. Rom. 13:8-10
(1) Of course, this laps over into all areas because it is a major part of the gospel.

E. We saw just a moment ago that the family was the "first social group formed by human beings."  A
definition for a social group, and I quote, is: something that "consists of two or more people who
interact with each other in certain specific ways."
1. There are actually two basic groups:

a. The PRIMARY GROUP, which would be the family and other close or intimate groups.  In
it there is a high level of interaction.  It helps people to know who they are and helps them
to be able to feel good about themselves.

b. The SECONDARY GROUP would be more impersonal.
2. Let me share with you some quotes concerning the  PRIMARY GROUP that will help you to

realize the importance of a family or other close ties.  We have often heard sermons that
emphasize the need to love one another and to socialize more with fellow Christians.  May these
following quotes by various sociologists show that the Bible's teaching on man's need for close
friendships to be an established fact.  (All of these were stated over an educational program,
entitled FOCUS ON SOCIETY.
a. "Primary groups are necessary to the emotional, mental, and physical well being of people."

3. "Identity is something that's negotiated and people create a sense of identity when they're
interacting with others, and the primary group is where that takes place both in terms of early
childhood...and later on among intimate friends" (Dr. Lester Kurts).

Page 3 of  4



4. "It's through the primary relationships that the individual finds out who he is and gets some sort
of adequate self-understanding -- a sense of his own worth -- a sense of proper autonomy -- what
he's able to give to another person, not just receive from another person" (Dr. Thomas M.
Gannon).

5. Primary relationships extend beyond our own family, as we could see in Dr. Kurts statement.
a. Dr. Thomas Gannon also declares:  "Friendship which is a primary relation is not easily

transferable to another person until I make that person a friend." 
(1) You probably wouldn't go to a stranger and begin talking about all of your personal

problems, but don't we sometimes need someone whom we can express these struggles
with?

b. Paul shows that the Christian is to be very sympathetic and understanding towards others –
Rom. 12:15, "Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep."
(1) 1 Cor. 12:26, "And if one member suffers, all the members suffer with it; if one member

is honored, all the members rejoice with it."
F. One of the very first needs that God saw man had was the need for companionship -- Gen. 2:18, "...It

is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him."
1. It can be nice to be single and have solitude instead of interruptions--but it's usually not what

someone wants to have ALL his life.
a. Can not even "interruptions" be blessings in disguise?

G. Thomas Gannon: "...what happens when people are deprived of primary relationships?  One of the
things is that they're deprived from their own proper human development...individuals without stable
family relationships...are impaired in the way they develop their motor skills -- their ability to walk
or their ability to speak...in complete sentences."

H. "Without that (primary groups) a person's socialization to society -- his ability to deal with other
people -- is impaired, under-socialized, social isolation, very often an impaired capacity for
intimacy."

I. Melvin Boozer: "We need constant reinforcement to maintain our sense of identity and to maintain
our sense of self-esteem, so that people need to be in group relationships in order to maintain those
things, and when they're deprived of them, they tend to feel alienated. They tend to feel isolated. 
They tend not to be able to function effectively as when they have the support of a close group."

III. Yes, the family should be a loving group that strives to nourish and develop each of its members to his
or her highest potential.
A. Society has changed a great deal in the last forty years. Many families do not have the close knit

bond as in days gone by, but that is not to say that ours cannot.
B. Just like the family, the church should be a PRIMARY GROUP for its members -- Yes, it, too,

should be a close-knit family.
1. Consider how Christians are described:

a. Matt. 5:9 - "children of God"
b. Eph. 2:19 - "of God's household"
c. Matt. 12:47-50 (brother, sister, and mother).

C. In striving to promote the general well-being of either family or church, we must consider what is
best, prepare, perform, and learn to work together.
1. Families do not grow properly without effort -- neither does the church.

a. We must plan, prepare, and share in order to accomplish effective growth.
b. Let us each be concerned with doing our best and striving for the betterment of each

other--and ourselves. 
- Thoughts gathered from an Article by Tom Edwards - re-worked into a sermon as my own.
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