
What Is Your Attitude Towards The Example of Paul's Life and Encouragement to US? - 2 Tim.
4:6-8 (NKJV) — 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure is
at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is
laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that

Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

Introduction:
A. Paul had been before Caesar already one time --- cf. vrs. 16. 2 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 At my

first defense no one stood with me, but all forsook me. May it not be charged against them.
1. This now is the second time he would be presented to Caesar and Paul displays his great

confidence in the fact that he would receive His crown of righteousness and life.
2. He had the confidence for he knew his heart and he knew his life.
3. It is with this in mind that I want us all to acknowledge - that NO ONE KNOWS US - LIKE WE

OURSELVES DO - outside of God who knows our deepest thoughts - what we are and who we
are can’t be denied by SELF.

B. As we do a study of Paul's Life as is described in 2 Tim. 4:6-8 should encourage us to examine our
own Christian life as to find out if we have the same confidence that Paul had of his salvation.
1. This is not PRESUMPTUOUS but it is confidence and strength found in Christ Jesus.

II. Body: - PAUL SAID --- FIRST OF ALL, "I HAVE FOUGHT THE GOOD FIGHT" vrs 7.
A. The "good fight" is the fight of faith --- I Tim. 6:12. (NKJV) — 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay

hold on eternal life, to which you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the
presence of many witnesses.
1. This fight involves:

a. A defense of the gospel --- Jude 3.(NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write
to you concerning our common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you
to contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

b. Doing battle against Satan and the world --- I Peter 5:8 ; James 4:7.
(1) 1 Peter 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks

about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
(2) James 4:7 (NKJV) — 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from

you.
c. Against false doctrine and teachers --- I John 4:1.(NKJV) — 1 Beloved, do not believe

every spirit, but test the spirits, whether they are of God; because many false prophets have
gone out into the world.

d. Our ability to avoid temptation to sin --- I Cor. 9:27 ; 10:12-13.
(1) 1 Corinthians 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection,

lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.
(2) 1 Corinthians 10:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed

lest he fall. 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but
God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with
the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

2. To gain the victory as Paul states we need:
a. To have the proper equipment as we studies a few weeks ago ---- Eph. 6:10-18.

(1) Ephesians 6:10–18 (NKJV) — 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the
power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand
against the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but
against principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age,
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against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the
whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done
all, to stand. 14 Stand therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the
breastplate of righteousness, 15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the
gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which you will be able to
quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one. 17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the
sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God; 18 praying always with all prayer and
supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end with all perseverance and
supplication for all the saints—

(2) Illust: Desert Storm War, the military did not go in with bows and arrows, or with pea
shooters or with sling shots, but equipped themselves adequately and fully for the fight
they expected.
(a) They knew what awaited them and they took the proper action.

B. To have the proper training and self discipline --- 2 Tim. 2:4. (NKJV) — 4 No one engaged in
warfare entangles himself with the affairs of this life, that he may please him who enlisted him as
a soldier.

C. To have complete obedience to our commander - in - chief --- Heb. 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 For it was
fitting for Him, for whom are all things and by whom are all things, in bringing many sons to glory,
to make the captain of their salvation perfect through sufferings.
1. Secondly we need to be sure that we are fighting on the Lord's army and not against the Lord.
2. The Lord's army is comprised of volunteers, not forced or mandatory service.
3. Entrance into the Lord's army have certain qualifications that need to be met.

a. These are the same as that which involves becoming a Christian --- H + B + R + C + B = Sal.
- be faithful even unto death.

4. Must realize that we are in a fight for our Souls eternal life.
a. There are many who have not fought the "good fight".
b. Many have just talked about the fight.
c. Some have deserted over to the enemies ranks.
d. Some have surrendered to the opposing forces.
e. Departed the faith for the things of the world.
f. Lack of interest in spiritual things.
g. Some have become delinquent in service.

5. Some have stopped to fight because of:
a. Age.
b. Infirmities.
c. Indifference to the Word.
d. Or just plain discouragement --- Matt. 24:12-13 (NKJV) — 12 And because lawlessness will

abound, the love of many will grow cold. 13 But he who endures to the end shall be saved.
D. How have we been fighting the "good fight and what is our attitude to being honest with ourselves?"

III. NEXT PAUL SAID ---- "I HAVE FINISHED THE COURSE/RACE" vrs. 7b.
A. One needs to realize that the Christians life is a race.

1. It is a divinely marked course --- Heb. 12:1 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we also, since we are
surrounded by so great a cloud of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so
easily ensnares us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,

2. This is a course laid out by God, man has no right to try and re-route or change the course as he
sees fit.
a. Men who have no respect for God's appointments, will establish their own rules and courses.
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b. We need to realize that God will not reward us if we run in some other race or on some other
course --- 2 Tim. 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 And also if anyone competes in athletics, he is not
crowned unless he competes according to the rules.

B. We also need to realize that we cannot finish the race if we have not yet begun or done some
preparation.
1. Preparation starts at having a good and honest heart.
2. Become a child of God is the beginning of the race.

C. In order to finish the race we ought to:
1. Remember those who have run before.
2. Lay aside every weight.
3. Lay aside every sin.
4. Have patience.
5. Keep our eyes focused on the Lord and the crown.

D. We also need to realize that the Lord will not reward those who:
1. Have good intentions but never start the race.

a. "The road to Hell is lined with good intentions"
b. Many a soul is lost because of the decision to start the race at 11pm who died at 10:30pm.
c. Many talk about doing something about it, but never commit to anything.

2. Constantly breaks the rules and stays away ---- cf . 2 Tim. 2:5.
3. Starts well but fails to finish ---- Gal. 5:7  (NKJV) — 7 You ran well. Who hindered you from

obeying the truth?
E. Once again the question How well are we running the race?

1. As our lives draw to a close will we be able to say "I have finished the course, stayed the course!"

IV. NEXT PAUL SAID ---- "I HAVE KEPT THE FAITH" vrs. 7c. This is what I mean by “staying
the course!”

A. Paul kept his faith in God, Christ and their promises.
1. He always trusted that things would work out for the good --- Rom. 8: 28 ; Eccl. 8:12 ; Heb.

10:36-39.
a. Romans 8:28 (NKJV) — 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those

who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.
b. Ecclesiastes 8:12 (NKJV) — 12 Though a sinner does evil a hundred times, and his days are

prolonged, yet I surely know that it will be well with those who fear God, who fear before
Him.

c. Hebrews 10:36–39 (NKJV) — 36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have
done the will of God, you may receive the promise: 37 “For yet a little while, And He who
is coming will come and will not tarry. 38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone
draws back, My soul has no pleasure in him.” 39 But we are not of those who draw back to
perdition, but of those who believe to the saving of the soul.

2. Paul never lost faith in the crown of life he would receive by being faithful --- Rev. 2:10.
a. Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.

Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you
will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

B. Through all that he suffered 2 Cor. 6:4-10 ; 11:24-28.
1. 2 Corinthians 6:4–10 (NKJV) — 4 But in all things we commend ourselves as ministers of

God: in much patience, in tribulations, in needs, in distresses, 5 in stripes, in imprisonments, in
tumults, in labors, in sleeplessness, in fastings; 6 by purity, by knowledge, by longsuffering, by
kindness, by the Holy Spirit, by sincere love, 7 by the word of truth, by the power of God, by the
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armor of righteousness on the right hand and on the left, 8 by honor and dishonor, by evil report
and good report; as deceivers, and yet true; 9 as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and
behold we live; as chastened, and yet not killed; 10 as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor,
yet making many rich; as having nothing, and yet possessing all things.
a. 2 Corinthians 11:24–28 (NKJV) — 24 From the Jews five times I received forty stripes

minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three times I was
shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of
waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in
perils in the city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false
brethren; 27 in weariness and toil, in sleeplessness often, in hunger and thirst, in fastings
often, in cold and nakedness—28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my
deep concern for all the churches.

2. Paul had kept, guarded and defended the faith.
3. He always stood ready to defend the faith --- Phil. 1:17 (NKJV) — 17 but the latter out of love,

knowing that I am appointed for the defense of the gospel.
4. He kept the faith before others not allowing that it should vanish away --- cf. Gal 1:6-9.

a. Galatians 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who
called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are
some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel
to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

b. Amazing truth revealed in my Logos’ bible program ---- Sub Heading of this is “ONLY ONE
GOSPEL”

5. Paul had kept, observed and obeyed all the commandments that where set out in the Faith. - Acts.
22:16.
a. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash

away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’
C. NOW HERE IS A FACT - The Lord will only reward those who:

1. Have kept the one faith --- Eph. 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called in one hope of your calling;

2. Have obeyed the one faith --- Acts 6:7 (NKJV) — 7 Then the word of God spread, and the
number of the disciples multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were
obedient to the faith.

3. Those who have held to the one faith --- I Tim. 1:19 (NKJV) — 19 having faith and a good
conscience, which some having rejected, concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,

D. How did Paul know that he had kept the faith?
1. He examined himself --- 2 Cor. 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are

in the faith. Test yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless
indeed you are disqualified.

2. He disciplined himself --- 1 Cor 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into
subjection, lest, when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

3. Gave his life for the faith.
E. Have you Kept the Faith and stayed the course?

V. PAUL ALSO CONCLUDED THIS THOUGHT WHEN HE SAID - "FINALLY/HENCEFORTH"
vrs. 8.
A. After a closer examination of his life Paul concluded that he had gained the eternal resting place with
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the righteous ones who have gone on before him --- cf. vrs 8.
1. Paul realized that the outward body must first die to reap the benefits of the spiritual life --- 2

Cor. 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day.

B. It is sad to think that man must first die, in order to gain heaven, yet the description of that eternal
resting place is by far a better and happier place than this world could ever be.

C. Let us consider some of the characteristics of this final resting place.
1. It is an eternal place --- Rev. 22:5 ; 1 Peter 1:3-4.

a. Revelation 22:5 (NKJV) — 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of
the sun, for the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.
(1) 1 Peter 1:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled
and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

b. It is interesting to note that man once again will have access to the tree of life --- cf. Gen.
3:22 ; Rev. 22:14.
(1) Genesis 3:22 (NKJV) — 22 Then the LORD God said, “Behold, the man has become

like one of Us, to know good and evil. And now, lest he put out his hand and take also
of the tree of life, and eat, and live forever”—

(2) Revelation 22:14 (NKJV) — 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they
may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

2. It is a place of righteousness --- Rev. 21:27 (NKJV) — 27 But there shall by no means enter it
anything that defiles, or causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the
Lamb’s Book of Life.
a. Think about all the filth and corruption about us today, and then think how wonderful heaven

must be without all this.
3. In heaven there will be no law making bodies legalizing the actions of sin.
4. There will be not threat of war.
5. No fights and squabbles and character assassins...etc.

D. It is a beautiful place --- Rev. 21:10 (NKJV) — 10 And he carried me away in the Spirit to a great
and high mountain, and showed me the great city, the holy Jerusalem, descending out of heaven from
God,
1. It is a mansion ---- John 14:2 (NKJV) — 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were

not so, I would have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.
a. Yet man trades all this for the handful of tinsel that Satan has to offer us for this short life

while on earth.
2. It is a happy place --- Rev. 21:4  (NKJV) — 4 And God will wipe away every tear from their

eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There shall be no more pain, for the
former things have passed away.”

3. It is a place of rest --- Heb. 4:9 ; Rev. 14:13.
a. Hebrews 4:9 (NKJV) — 9 There remains therefore a rest for the people of God.
b. Revelation 14:13 (NKJV) — 13 Then I heard a voice from heaven saying to me, “Write:

‘Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on.’ ” “Yes,” says the Spirit, “that they
may rest from their labors, and their works follow them.”

4. The spirit body does not grow old and fatigued --- 2 Cor. 5:2 as does the physical body.
a. 2 Corinthians 5:2 (NKJV) — 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with

our habitation which is from heaven,
E. Finally it is a place of pleasant associations --- 2 Tim. 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Finally, there is laid up for
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me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and
not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.
1. Matt. 8:11-12 --- "sit down with Abraham ...etc."

a. Matthew 8:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 And I say to you that many will come from east and west,
and sit down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of heaven. 12 But the sons of
the kingdom will be cast out into outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of
teeth.”

2. 2 Sam. 12:23 --- David.
a. 2 Samuel 12:23 (NKJV) — 23 But now he is dead; why should I fast? Can I bring him back

again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.”
3. With the Lord and with the Father.
4. With all those who are righteous who have gone on before --- Heb. 11.

F. What is your attitude towards the REWARD this FAITH we have offers?

VI. IN Conclusion:
A. Brethren all of these have gone on before us, they will never come to us again, but we can so live as

to go on to them.— Heb. 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after
this the judgment,

B. Let us strive to go to that beautiful place and follow those examples that have been left behind for
us --- Phil. 3:17 ; I Cor. 11:1.
1. Philippians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who so

walk, as you have us for a pattern.
2. 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NKJV) — 1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ.

C. Let us strive to follow the example of Paul and his attitude in us today and always --- I Cor. 15:58 
(NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

D.  2 Cor 4:8-9 (NKJV) — 8 We are hard-pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but
not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—
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