
MY ATTITUDE IN SEEKING THE “OLD PATHS” - Jer 6:16
Intro:

A. What is the relevancy of the Old Paths in your life?
1. Jeremiah 6:16 - Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old paths,

where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We
will not walk in it.’
a. Is our attitude one of seeking, finding and obeying?
b. Or is it the attitude of old - “we will not walk in it.?”

2. What do we know about the circumstances of this statement found in the weeping prophet of
old?
a. What do we have to learn from this Old prophet of God that could be relevant to our day and

time?
b. Why are the “Old Paths” to be sought - surely we have moved on to better things ???? ie...

who wants to go back to horse back when you can have a muscle car with 600hp - or spend
months traveling when you can hop on a plane and be there in 2hrs....

B. Let us note a few things about this Prophet of Old - Jeremiah’s ministry:
1.  Jeremiah: A priest from the village of Anathoth in Benjamin just a few miles northeast of

Jerusalem. 
2. Jeremiah's prophecies were written down by Baruch, his scribe (Jer 36:4,27-28,32).

a. Jeremiah 36:4 (NKJV) — 4 Then Jeremiah called Baruch the son of Neriah; and Baruch
wrote on a scroll of a book, at the instruction of Jeremiah, all the words of the LORD which
He had spoken to him.

b. Jeremiah 36:27–28 (NKJV) — 27 Now after the king had burned the scroll with the words
which Baruch had written at the instruction of Jeremiah, the word of the LORD came to
Jeremiah, saying: 28 “Take yet another scroll, and write on it all the former words that were
in the first scroll which Jehoiakim the king of Judah has burned.

c. Jeremiah 36:32 (NKJV) — 32 Then Jeremiah took another scroll and gave it to Baruch the
scribe, the son of Neriah, who wrote on it at the instruction of Jeremiah all the words of the
book which Jehoiakim king of Judah had burned in the fire. And besides, there were added
to them many similar words.

3. These Began in the 13th year of the reign of King Josiah (Jer 1:2; 25:3), i.e., 627 B.C., (Jer
1:6).
a. Jeremiah 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 to whom the word of the LORD came in the days of Josiah the

son of Amon, king of Judah, in the thirteenth year of his reign.
(1) Jeremiah 25:3 (NKJV) — 3 “From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon, king

of Judah, even to this day, this is the twenty-third year in which the word of the LORD
has come to me; and I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking, but you have not
listened.

b. Jeremiah 1:6 (NKJV) — 6 Then said I: “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, I cannot speak, for I am
a youth.”

4. Prophesied after Nebuchadnezzar destroyed Jerusalem in 586 B.C. (Jer 39:1-10; 43:7-8; 44:1),
a.  Jeremiah 39:1–10 (NKJV) — 1 In the ninth year of Zedekiah king of Judah, in the tenth

month, Nebuchadnezzar king of Babylon and all his army came against Jerusalem, and
besieged it. 2 In the eleventh year of Zedekiah, in the fourth month, on the ninth day of the
month, the city was penetrated. 3 Then all the princes of the king of Babylon came in and sat
in the Middle Gate: Nergal-Sharezer, Samgar-Nebo, Sarsechim, Rabsaris, Nergal-Sarezer,
Rabmag, with the rest of the princes of the king of Babylon. 4 So it was, when Zedekiah the
king of Judah and all the men of war saw them, that they fled and went out of the city by
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night, by way of the king’s garden, by the gate between the two walls. And he went out by
way of the plain. 5 But the Chaldean army pursued them and overtook Zedekiah in the plains
of Jericho. And when they had captured him, they brought him up to Nebuchadnezzar king
of Babylon, to Riblah in the land of Hamath, where he pronounced judgment on him. 6 Then
the king of Babylon killed the sons of Zedekiah before his eyes in Riblah; the king of
Babylon also killed all the nobles of Judah. 7 Moreover he put out Zedekiah’s eyes, and
bound him with bronze fetters to carry him off to Babylon. 8 And the Chaldeans burned the
king’s house and the houses of the people with fire, and broke down the walls of Jerusalem.
9 Then Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard carried away captive to Babylon the remnant
of the people who remained in the city and those who defected to him, with the rest of the
people who remained. 10 But Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard left in the land of Judah
the poor people, who had nothing, and gave them vineyards and fields at the same time.

b. Jeremiah 43:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 So they went to the land of Egypt, for they did not obey the
voice of the LORD. And they went as far as Tahpanhes. 8 Then the word of the LORD came
to Jeremiah in Tahpanhes, saying,

c. Jeremiah 44:1 (NKJV) — 1 The word that came to Jeremiah concerning all the Jews who
dwell in the land of Egypt, who dwell at Migdol, at Tahpanhes, at Noph, and in the country
of Pathros, saying,

5. And his ministry Lasted about 50 years.
C. The circumstances of this ministry is:

1. Judah had rejected the Lord for idols (Jer 2:13,32; 5:19; 7:18,31; 17:1-2; 19:4-5).
a. Jeremiah 2:13 (NKJV) — 13 “For My people have committed two evils: They have

forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, And hewn themselves cisterns—broken cisterns
that can hold no water.

b. Jeremiah 2:32 (NKJV) — 32 Can a virgin forget her ornaments, Or a bride her attire? Yet
My people have forgotten Me days without number.

c. Jeremiah 5:19 (NKJV) — 19 And it will be when you say, ‘Why does the LORD our God
do all these things to us?’ then you shall answer them, ‘Just as you have forsaken Me and
served foreign gods in your land, so you shall serve aliens in a land that is not yours.’

d. Jeremiah 7:18 (NKJV) — 18 The children gather wood, the fathers kindle the fire, and the
women knead dough, to make cakes for the queen of heaven; and they pour out drink
offerings to other gods, that they may provoke Me to anger.

e. Jeremiah 7:31 (NKJV) — 31 And they have built the high places of Tophet, which is in the
Valley of the Son of Hinnom, to burn their sons and their daughters in the fire, which I did
not command, nor did it come into My heart.

f. Jeremiah 17:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 “The sin of Judah is written with a pen of iron; With the
point of a diamond it is engraved On the tablet of their heart, And on the horns of your altars,
2 While their children remember Their altars and their wooden images By the green trees on
the high hills.

g. Jeremiah 19:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 “Because they have forsaken Me and made this an alien
place, because they have burned incense in it to other gods whom neither they, their fathers,
nor the kings of Judah have known, and have filled this place with the blood of the innocents
5 (they have also built the high places of Baal, to burn their sons with fire for burnt offerings
to Baal, which I did not command or speak, nor did it come into My mind),

2. Guilty of gross personal unrighteousness (Jer 5:1,7-8,25-28; 6:13).
a. Jeremiah 5:1 (NKJV) — 1 “Run to and fro through the streets of Jerusalem; See now and

know; And seek in her open places If you can find a man, If there is anyone who executes
judgment, Who seeks the truth, And I will pardon her.

Page 2 of  18



b. Jeremiah 5:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 “How shall I pardon you for this? Your children have forsaken
Me And sworn by those that are not gods. When I had fed them to the full, Then they
committed adultery And assembled themselves by troops in the harlots’ houses. 8 They were
like well-fed lusty stallions; Every one neighed after his neighbor’s wife.

c. Jeremiah 5:25–28 (NKJV) — 25 Your iniquities have turned these things away, And your
sins have withheld good from you. 26 ‘For among My people are found wicked men; They
lie in wait as one who sets snares; They set a trap; They catch men. 27 As a cage is full of
birds, So their houses are full of deceit. Therefore they have become great and grown rich.
28 They have grown fat, they are sleek; Yes, they surpass the deeds of the wicked; They do
not plead the cause, The cause of the fatherless; Yet they prosper, And the right of the needy
they do not defend.

d. Jeremiah 6:13 (NKJV) — 13 “Because from the least of them even to the greatest of them,
Everyone is given to covetousness; And from the prophet even to the priest, Everyone deals
falsely.

3. The Jews hypocritically claimed to be God's people (Jer 5:2; 7:9-11), 
a. Jeremiah 5:2 (NKJV) — 2 Though they say, ‘As the LORD lives,’ Surely they swear

falsely.”
(1) Jeremiah 7:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Will you steal, murder, commit adultery, swear falsely,

burn incense to Baal, and walk after other gods whom you do not know, 10 and then
come and stand before Me in this house which is called by My name, and say, ‘We are
delivered to do all these abominations’? 11 Has this house, which is called by My name,
become a den of thieves in your eyes? Behold, I, even I, have seen it,” says the LORD.

b. Now Note: They refused to hear God's word (Jer 6:16-19; 7:25-26; 25:3-7; 36:20-24), 
(1) Jeremiah 6:16–19 (NKJV) — 16 Thus says the LORD: “Stand in the ways and see, And

ask for the old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for
your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 17 Also, I set watchmen over you,
saying, ‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not listen.’ 18
Therefore hear, you nations, And know, O congregation, what is among them. 19 Hear,
O earth! Behold, I will certainly bring calamity on this people— The fruit of their
thoughts, Because they have not heeded My words Nor My law, but rejected it.

(2) Jeremiah 7:25–26 (NKJV) — 25 Since the day that your fathers came out of the land
of Egypt until this day, I have even sent to you all My servants the prophets, daily rising
up early and sending them. 26 Yet they did not obey Me or incline their ear, but stiffened
their neck. They did worse than their fathers.

(3) Jeremiah 25:3–7 (NKJV) — 3 “From the thirteenth year of Josiah the son of Amon,
king of Judah, even to this day, this is the twenty-third year in which the word of the
LORD has come to me; and I have spoken to you, rising early and speaking, but you have
not listened. 4 And the LORD has sent to you all His servants the prophets, rising early
and sending them, but you have not listened nor inclined your ear to hear. 5 They said,
‘Repent now everyone of his evil way and his evil doings, and dwell in the land that the
LORD has given to you and your fathers forever and ever. 6 Do not go after other gods
to serve them and worship them, and do not provoke Me to anger with the works of your
hands; and I will not harm you.’ 7 Yet you have not listened to Me,” says the LORD,
“that you might provoke Me to anger with the works of your hands to your own hurt.

(4) Jeremiah 36:20–24 (NKJV) — 20 And they went to the king, into the court; but they
stored the scroll in the chamber of Elishama the scribe, and told all the words in the
hearing of the king. 21 So the king sent Jehudi to bring the scroll, and he took it from
Elishama the scribe’s chamber. And Jehudi read it in the hearing of the king and in the
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hearing of all the princes who stood beside the king. 22 Now the king was sitting in the
winter house in the ninth month, with a fire burning on the hearth before him. 23 And it
happened, when Jehudi had read three or four columns, that the king cut it with the
scribe’s knife and cast it into the fire that was on the hearth, until all the scroll was
consumed in the fire that was on the hearth. 24 Yet they were not afraid, nor did they tear
their garments, the king nor any of his servants who heard all these words.

c. They refused to be corrected (Jer 5:3,21; 6:15; 17:23; 44:15-18), 
(1) Jeremiah 5:3 (NKJV) — 3 O LORD, are not Your eyes on the truth? You have stricken

them, But they have not grieved; You have consumed them, But they have refused to
receive correction. They have made their faces harder than rock; They have refused to
return.

(2) Jeremiah 5:21 (NKJV) — 21 ‘Hear this now, O foolish people, Without understanding,
Who have eyes and see not, And who have ears and hear not:

(3) Jeremiah 6:15 (NKJV) — 15 Were they ashamed when they had committed
abomination? No! They were not at all ashamed; Nor did they know how to blush.
Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; At the time I punish them, They shall be
cast down,” says the LORD.

(4) Jeremiah 17:23 (NKJV) — 23 But they did not obey nor incline their ear, but made their
neck stiff, that they might not hear nor receive instruction.

(5) Jeremiah 44:15–18 (NKJV) — 15 Then all the men who knew that their wives had
burned incense to other gods, with all the women who stood by, a great multitude, and
all the people who dwelt in the land of Egypt, in Pathros, answered Jeremiah, saying: 16
“As for the word that you have spoken to us in the name of the LORD, we will not listen
to you! 17 But we will certainly do whatever has gone out of our own mouth, to burn
incense to the queen of heaven and pour out drink offerings to her, as we have done, we
and our fathers, our kings and our princes, in the cities of Judah and in the streets of
Jerusalem. For then we had plenty of food, were well-off, and saw no trouble. 18 But
since we stopped burning incense to the queen of heaven and pouring out drink offerings
to her, we have lacked everything and have been consumed by the sword and by famine.”

d. And Followed false prophets who spoke what the people wanted to hear (Jer 5:30-31; 6:14;
7:8; 14:13-14)
(1) Jeremiah 5:30–31 (NKJV) — 30 “An astonishing and horrible thing Has been

committed in the land: 31 The prophets prophesy falsely, And the priests rule by their
own power; And My people love to have it so. But what will you do in the end?

(2) Jeremiah 6:14 (NKJV) — 14 They have also healed the hurt of My people slightly,
Saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ When there is no peace.

(3) Jeremiah 7:8 (NKJV) — 8 “Behold, you trust in lying words that cannot profit.
(4) Jeremiah 14:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 Then I said, “Ah, Lord GOD! Behold, the prophets

say to them, ‘You shall not see the sword, nor shall you have famine, but I will give you
assured peace in this place.’ ” 14 And the LORD said to me, “The prophets prophesy lies
in My name. I have not sent them, commanded them, nor spoken to them; they prophesy
to you a false vision, divination, a worthless thing, and the deceit of their heart.

e. Sound Familiar?
D. Jeremiah Called Judah to repent (Jer 3:1; 7:4-7)

1. Jeremiah 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 “They say, ‘If a man divorces his wife, And she goes from him And
becomes another man’s, May he return to her again?’ Would not that land be greatly polluted?
But you have played the harlot with many lovers; Yet return to Me,” says the LORD.
a. Jeremiah 7:4–7 (NKJV) — 4 Do not trust in these lying words, saying, ‘The temple of the
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LORD, the temple of the LORD, the temple of the LORD are these.’ 5 “For if you
thoroughly amend your ways and your doings, if you thoroughly execute judgment between
a man and his neighbor, 6 if you do not oppress the stranger, the fatherless, and the widow,
and do not shed innocent blood in this place, or walk after other gods to your hurt, 7 then I
will cause you to dwell in this place, in the land that I gave to your fathers forever and ever.

2. They refused (Jer 6:16-17; 20:1-2; 32:2-5; 37:11-21; 38:1-13; 43:1-7).
a. Jeremiah 6:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 Thus says the LORD: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask

for the old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your
souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’ 17 Also, I set watchmen over you, saying,
‘Listen to the sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not listen.’

b. Jeremiah 20:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Now Pashhur the son of Immer, the priest who was also chief
governor in the house of the LORD, heard that Jeremiah prophesied these things. 2 Then
Pashhur struck Jeremiah the prophet, and put him in the stocks that were in the high gate of
Benjamin, which was by the house of the LORD.

c. Jeremiah 32:2–5 (NKJV) — 2 For then the king of Babylon’s army besieged Jerusalem, and
Jeremiah the prophet was shut up in the court of the prison, which was in the king of Judah’s
house. 3 For Zedekiah king of Judah had shut him up, saying, “Why do you prophesy and
say, ‘Thus says the LORD: “Behold, I will give this city into the hand of the king of Babylon,
and he shall take it; 4 and Zedekiah king of Judah shall not escape from the hand of the
Chaldeans, but shall surely be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon, and shall speak
with him face to face, and see him eye to eye; 5 then he shall lead Zedekiah to Babylon, and
there he shall be until I visit him,” says the LORD; “though you fight with the Chaldeans,
you shall not succeed” ’?”

d. Jeremiah 37:11–21 (NKJV) — 11 And it happened, when the army of the Chaldeans left
the siege of Jerusalem for fear of Pharaoh’s army, 12 that Jeremiah went out of Jerusalem
to go into the land of Benjamin to claim his property there among the people. 13 And when
he was in the Gate of Benjamin, a captain of the guard was there whose name was Irijah the
son of Shelemiah, the son of Hananiah; and he seized Jeremiah the prophet, saying, “You are
defecting to the Chaldeans!” 14 Then Jeremiah said, “False! I am not defecting to the
Chaldeans.” But he did not listen to him. So Irijah seized Jeremiah and brought him to the
princes. 15 Therefore the princes were angry with Jeremiah, and they struck him and put him
in prison in the house of Jonathan the scribe. For they had made that the prison. 16 When
Jeremiah entered the dungeon and the cells, and Jeremiah had remained there many days, 17
then Zedekiah the king sent and took him out. The king asked him secretly in his house, and
said, “Is there any word from the LORD?” And Jeremiah said, “There is.” Then he said,
“You shall be delivered into the hand of the king of Babylon!” 18 Moreover Jeremiah said
to King Zedekiah, “What offense have I committed against you, against your servants, or
against this people, that you have put me in prison? 19 Where now are your prophets who
prophesied to you, saying, ‘The king of Babylon will not come against you or against this
land?’ 20 Therefore please hear now, O my lord the king. Please, let my petition be accepted
before you, and do not make me return to the house of Jonathan the scribe, lest I die there.”
21 Then Zedekiah the king commanded that they should commit Jeremiah to the court of the
prison, and that they should give him daily a piece of bread from the bakers’ street, until all
the bread in the city was gone. Thus Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

e. Jeremiah 38:1–13 (NKJV) — 1 Now Shephatiah the son of Mattan, Gedaliah the son of
Pashhur, Jucal the son of Shelemiah, and Pashhur the son of Malchiah heard the words that
Jeremiah had spoken to all the people, saying, 2 “Thus says the LORD: ‘He who remains in
this city shall die by the sword, by famine, and by pestilence; but he who goes over to the
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Chaldeans shall live; his life shall be as a prize to him, and he shall live.’ 3 Thus says the
LORD: ‘This city shall surely be given into the hand of the king of Babylon’s army, which
shall take it.’ ” 4 Therefore the princes said to the king, “Please, let this man be put to death,
for thus he weakens the hands of the men of war who remain in this city, and the hands of
all the people, by speaking such words to them. For this man does not seek the welfare of this
people, but their harm.” 5 Then Zedekiah the king said, “Look, he is in your hand. For the
king can do nothing against you.” 6 So they took Jeremiah and cast him into the dungeon of
Malchiah the king’s son, which was in the court of the prison, and they let Jeremiah down
with ropes. And in the dungeon there was no water, but mire. So Jeremiah sank in the mire.
7 Now Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian, one of the eunuchs, who was in the king’s house, heard
that they had put Jeremiah in the dungeon. When the king was sitting at the Gate of
Benjamin, 8 Ebed-Melech went out of the king’s house and spoke to the king, saying: 9 “My
lord the king, these men have done evil in all that they have done to Jeremiah the prophet,
whom they have cast into the dungeon, and he is likely to die from hunger in the place where
he is. For there is no more bread in the city.” 10 Then the king commanded Ebed-Melech the
Ethiopian, saying, “Take from here thirty men with you, and lift Jeremiah the prophet out of
the dungeon before he dies.” 11 So Ebed-Melech took the men with him and went into the
house of the king under the treasury, and took from there old clothes and old rags, and let
them down by ropes into the dungeon to Jeremiah. 12 Then Ebed-Melech the Ethiopian said
to Jeremiah, “Please put these old clothes and rags under your armpits, under the ropes.” And
Jeremiah did so. 13 So they pulled Jeremiah up with ropes and lifted him out of the dungeon.
And Jeremiah remained in the court of the prison.

f. Jeremiah 43:1–7 (NKJV) — 1 Now it happened, when Jeremiah had stopped speaking to
all the people all the words of the LORD their God, for which the LORD their God had sent
him to them, all these words, 2 that Azariah the son of Hoshaiah, Johanan the son of Kareah,
and all the proud men spoke, saying to Jeremiah, “You speak falsely! The LORD our God
has not sent you to say, ‘Do not go to Egypt to dwell there.’ 3 But Baruch the son of Neriah
has set you against us, to deliver us into the hand of the Chaldeans, that they may put us to
death or carry us away captive to Babylon.” 4 So Johanan the son of Kareah, all the captains
of the forces, and all the people would not obey the voice of the LORD, to remain in the land
of Judah. 5 But Johanan the son of Kareah and all the captains of the forces took all the
remnant of Judah who had returned to dwell in the land of Judah, from all nations where they
had been driven—6 men, women, children, the king’s daughters, and every person whom
Nebuzaradan the captain of the guard had left with Gedaliah the son of Ahikam, the son of
Shaphan, and Jeremiah the prophet and Baruch the son of Neriah. 7 So they went to the land
of Egypt, for they did not obey the voice of the LORD. And they went as far as Tahpanhes.

3. He foretold their destruction (Jer 5:9-10,14-18,29; 6:22-26; 7:16,32-34; 14:15-16; 25:8-10).
a. Jeremiah 5:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Shall I not punish them for these things?” says the LORD.

“And shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this? 10 “Go up on her walls and destroy,
But do not make a complete end. Take away her branches, For they are not the LORD’s.

b. Jeremiah 5:14–18 (NKJV) — 14 Therefore thus says the LORD God of hosts: “Because you
speak this word, Behold, I will make My words in your mouth fire, And this people wood,
And it shall devour them. 15 Behold, I will bring a nation against you from afar, O house of
Israel,” says the LORD. “It is a mighty nation, It is an ancient nation, A nation whose
language you do not know, Nor can you understand what they say. 16 Their quiver is like an
open tomb; They are all mighty men. 17 And they shall eat up your harvest and your bread,
Which your sons and daughters should eat. They shall eat up your flocks and your herds;
They shall eat up your vines and your fig trees; They shall destroy your fortified cities, In
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which you trust, with the sword. 18 “Nevertheless in those days,” says the LORD, “I will not
make a complete end of you.

c. Jeremiah 5:29 (NKJV) — 29 Shall I not punish them for these things?’ says the LORD.
‘Shall I not avenge Myself on such a nation as this?’

d. Jeremiah 6:22–26 (NKJV) — 22 Thus says the LORD: “Behold, a people comes from the
north country, And a great nation will be raised from the farthest parts of the earth. 23 They
will lay hold on bow and spear; They are cruel and have no mercy; Their voice roars like the
sea; And they ride on horses, As men of war set in array against you, O daughter of Zion.”
24 We have heard the report of it; Our hands grow feeble. Anguish has taken hold of us, Pain
as of a woman in labor. 25 Do not go out into the field, Nor walk by the way. Because of the
sword of the enemy, Fear is on every side. 26 O daughter of my people, Dress in sackcloth
And roll about in ashes! Make mourning as for an only son, most bitter lamentation; For the
plunderer will suddenly come upon us.

e. Jeremiah 7:16 (NKJV) — 16 “Therefore do not pray for this people, nor lift up a cry or
prayer for them, nor make intercession to Me; for I will not hear you.

f. Jeremiah 7:32–34 (NKJV) — 32 “Therefore behold, the days are coming,” says the LORD,
“when it will no more be called Tophet, or the Valley of the Son of Hinnom, but the Valley
of Slaughter; for they will bury in Tophet until there is no room. 33 The corpses of this
people will be food for the birds of the heaven and for the beasts of the earth. And no one
will frighten them away. 34 Then I will cause to cease from the cities of Judah and from the
streets of Jerusalem the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom
and the voice of the bride. For the land shall be desolate.

g. Jeremiah 14:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 Therefore thus says the LORD concerning the prophets
who prophesy in My name, whom I did not send, and who say, ‘Sword and famine shall not
be in this land’—‘By sword and famine those prophets shall be consumed! 16 And the
people to whom they prophesy shall be cast out in the streets of Jerusalem because of the
famine and the sword; they will have no one to bury them—them nor their wives, their sons
nor their daughters—for I will pour their wickedness on them.’

h. Jeremiah 25:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 “Therefore thus says the LORD of hosts: ‘Because you have
not heard My words, 9 behold, I will send and take all the families of the north,’ says the
LORD, ‘and Nebuchadnezzar the king of Babylon, My servant, and will bring them against
this land, against its inhabitants, and against these nations all around, and will utterly destroy
them, and make them an astonishment, a hissing, and perpetual desolations. 10 Moreover I
will take from them the voice of mirth and the voice of gladness, the voice of the bridegroom
and the voice of the bride, the sound of the millstones and the light of the lamp.

i. They could care less - it was not a concern for them individually or even nationally.
(1) What about all the warnings we have heard?  Do we care more today?

4. The nation of Israel would be so totally destroyed that it would never be made whole again (Jer
19:10-11).
a. Jeremiah 19:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 “Then you shall break the flask in the sight of the men

who go with you, 11 and say to them, ‘Thus says the LORD of hosts: “Even so I will break
this people and this city, as one breaks a potter’s vessel, which cannot be made whole again;
and they shall bury them in Tophet till there is no place to bury.

b. Are you starting to see the relevancy?
c. Listen to what is being proclaimed in pulpits and religious books of those once called

brethren today - Rubel Shelly
(1)  “The Spirit of God is still moving and acting in the church today and we must be more

open to it.  The result will be exhilarating changes in the worship and mission of the
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church.  It has been a mistake to emphasize ‘the old paths’ because we need to be open
to change. . . . “The church has got to change.  If it doesn’t change, my kids are not going
to stay with it.  I’m probably not going to stay with it… Mine was the last generation that
would tolerate indoctrination.” - Rubel Shelly - “The Church In The 90’s: The Challenge
Of Change” - Behold The Pattern, Goebel Music, 284-322 

E. Let us now begin our study of the text set before us - Jeremiah 6

II. The Context leading to verse 16 - the Plea.
A. The people’s attitude toward God’s word - Jeremiah 6:10 (NKJV) - 10 To whom shall I speak and

give warning, That they may hear? Indeed their ear is uncircumcised, And they cannot give heed.
Behold, the word of the Lord is a reproach to them; They have no delight in it.

B. The consequences of the people’s disobedience -Jeremiah 6:11–12 (NKJV) - 11 Therefore I am full
of the fury of the Lord. I am weary of holding it in. “I will pour it out on the children outside, And
on the assembly of young men together; For even the husband shall be taken with the wife, …
1. The aged with him who is full of days. 12 And their houses shall be turned over to others, Fields

and wives together; For I will stretch out My hand Against the inhabitants of the land,” says the
Lord.

C. The extent of the people’s sins (least to greatest) - Jeremiah 6:13 (NKJV) - 13 “Because from the
least of them even to the greatest of them, Everyone is given to covetousness; And from the prophet
even to the priest, Everyone deals falsely.

D. The false message of peace the people believed - Jeremiah 6:14 (NKJV) - 14 They have also healed
the hurt of My people slightly, Saying, ‘Peace, peace!’ When there is no peace.

E. The arrogance of the people - Jeremiah 6:15 (NKJV) - 15 Were they ashamed when they had
committed abomination? No! They were not at all ashamed; Nor did they know how to blush.
Therefore they shall fall among those who fall; At the time I punish them, They shall be cast down,”
says the Lord.
1. It is due to this that the prophet now exclaims God’s plea to His people  - Jeremiah 6:16 - 16

Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the good way
is, And walk in it; Then you will find rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’

III. Analyzing Vrs 16 - - Time and Time again we see - “THUS SAYS THE LORD” in the scriptures.....no
different here in vrs 16
A. God Spoke - to them through the prophets – Heb 1:1; 2 Pet 1:20-21

1. Hebrews 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past
to the fathers by the prophets,

2. 2 Peter 1:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private
interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as
they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

B. God Speaks through Jesus today – Deut 18:15; Mt 17:5; 28:18-20; Heb 1:1-2
1. Deuteronomy 18:15 (NKJV) — 15 “The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like

me from your midst, from your brethren. Him you shall hear,
2. Matthew 17:5 (NKJV) — 5 While he was still speaking, behold, a bright cloud overshadowed

them; and suddenly a voice came out of the cloud, saying, “This is My beloved Son, in whom
I am well pleased. Hear Him!”

3. Matthew 28:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20 teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end
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of the age.” Amen.
4. Hebrews 1:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past

to the fathers by the prophets, 2 has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has
appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;

C. God Speaks - to us through the BIBLE - the Holy Spirit guided the apostles into all truth which they
wrote down – Jn 14:26; 15:26; 16:13; 1 Cor 14:37; Eph. 3:3-5; 2 Tim 3:16-17; Jude 1:3
1. John 14:26 (NKJV) — 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in My

name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your remembrance all things that I said to you.
2. John 15:26 (NKJV) — 26 “But when the Helper comes, whom I shall send to you from the

Father, the Spirit of truth who proceeds from the Father, He will testify of Me.
3. John 16:13 (NKJV) — 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you

into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak;
and He will tell you things to come.

4. 1 Corinthians 14:37 (NKJV) — 37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him
acknowledge that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord.

5. Ephesians 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I
have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in
the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has
now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

6. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

7. Jude 3 (NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints.

D. “STAND in the WAYS and SEE” - This challenge to serious thought needs to be issued to many in
our day: those who follow the crowd, those who go in for novelty for novelty’s sake, those who
choose pleasure or money or position as the highest good in life, those who worship at the shrine of
science or scholarship or institutional religion. -  Green, L. J. (1972). Jeremiah. In H. F. Paschall &
H. H. Hobbs (Eds.), The teacher’s Bible commentary (p. 439). Nashville: Broadman and Holman
Publishers.
1. Stand – Stop . . . Pause & reflect. Haggai 1:5; 2 Cor 13:5

a. Haggai 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 Now therefore, thus says the LORD of hosts: “Consider your ways!
b. 2 Corinthians 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 Examine yourselves as to whether you are in the faith. Test

yourselves. Do you not know yourselves, that Jesus Christ is in you?—unless indeed you are
disqualified.

2. In the ways – There is more than one way to travel – Matt. 7:13-14
a. Matthew 7:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad

is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow
is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

3. And see – Understand where you are – Acts 17:11; 1 John 3:19-24
a. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that

they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so.

b. 1 John 3:19–24 (NKJV) — 19 And by this know that we are of the truth, and shall assure
our hearts before Him. 20 For if our heart condemns us, God is greater than our heart, and
knows all things. 21 Beloved, if our heart does not condemn us, we have confidence toward
God. 22 And whatever we ask we receive from Him, because we keep His commandments

Page 9 of  18



and do those things that are pleasing in His sight. 23 And this is His commandment: that we
should believe on the name of His Son Jesus Christ and love one another, as He gave us
commandment. 24 Now he who keeps His commandments abides in Him, and He in him.
And by this we know that He abides in us, by the Spirit whom He has given us.

E. Make the RIGHT DECISION - “And ASK FOR THE OLD PATHS,”
1. Ask – “What has God said?” Acts 17:11; 2 Tim 3:16-17; 1 Pet 4:11

a. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that
they received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out
whether these things were so.

b. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

c. 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If anyone
ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things God may be
glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion forever and ever.
Amen.

2. Need to seek God & His way - Matt 5:6; John 7:17
a. Matthew 5:6 (NKJV) — 6 Blessed are those who hunger and thirst for righteousness, For

they shall be filled.
b. John 7:17 (NKJV) — 17 If anyone wills to do His will, he shall know concerning the

doctrine, whether it is from God or whether I speak on My own authority.
3. The Old Paths – The revealed pattern – 1 Cor 11:1,2; Phil 3:17; 4:9; 2 Tim 1:13; 2 Thess. 2:5;

Jude 3
a. 1 Corinthians 11:1 (NKJV) — 1 Imitate me, just as I also imitate Christ. 2 Now I praise

you, brethren, that you remember me in all things and keep the traditions just as I delivered
them to you.

b. Philippians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who
so walk, as you have us for a pattern.

c. Philippians 4:9 (NKJV) — 9 The things which you learned and received and heard and saw
in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you.

d. 2 Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard
from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.

e. 2 Thessalonians 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 Do you not remember that when I was still with you I told
you these things?

f. Jude 3 (NKJV) — 3 Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our
common salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly
for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.

g. God’s Law, testimonies, judgments … Psalm 119:97-104
(1) Psalm 119:97–104 (NKJV) — 97 Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the

day. 98 You, through Your commandments, make me wiser than my enemies; For they
are ever with me. 99 I have more understanding than all my teachers, For Your
testimonies are my meditation. 100 I understand more than the ancients, Because I keep
Your precepts. 101 I have restrained my feet from every evil way, That I may keep Your
word. 102 I have not departed from Your judgments, For You Yourself have taught me.
103 How sweet are Your words to my taste, Sweeter than honey to my mouth! 104
Through Your precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.

F. This is not a BAD WAY - “WHERE THE GOOD WAY IS”
1. The Good Way –  God’s way, which is revealed in the Bible, is the ONLY GOOD WAY! -
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Psalm 19:7-9; Matt. 7:13-14; Jn 14:6; 2 Tim 3:16-17
a. Psalm 19:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The

testimony of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 8 The statutes of the LORD are
right, rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 9
The fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and
righteous altogether.

b. Matthew 7:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 “Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad
is the way that leads to destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow
is the gate and difficult is the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it.

c. John 14:6 (NKJV) — 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one
comes to the Father except through Me.

d. 2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is
profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the
man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

2. Our way, if not also God’s way, is NOT good!! - (I think; I feel; I know; I want; etc.) - Prov
14:12; Jer 10:23; Matt 15:7-9
a. Proverbs 14:12 (NKJV) — 12 There is a way that seems right to a man, But its end is the

way of death.
b. Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) — 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not

in man who walks to direct his own steps.
c. Matthew 15:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8

‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their
heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.’ ”

G. THEN make the RIGHT CHOICE - “And Walk In It”
1. We have a choice - Josh 24:15; Deut 30:11-20; Rom 6:16-18; 10:5-17

a. Joshua 24:15 (NKJV) — 15 And if it seems evil to you to serve the LORD, choose for
yourselves this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that
were on the other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell.
But as for me and my house, we will serve the LORD.”

b. Deuteronomy 30:11–20 (NKJV) — 11 “For this commandment which I command you
today is not too mysterious for you, nor is it far off. 12 It is not in heaven, that you should
say, ‘Who will ascend into heaven for us and bring it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’
13 Nor is it beyond the sea, that you should say, ‘Who will go over the sea for us and bring
it to us, that we may hear it and do it?’ 14 But the word is very near you, in your mouth and
in your heart, that you may do it. 15 “See, I have set before you today life and good, death
and evil, 16 in that I command you today to love the LORD your God, to walk in His ways,
and to keep His commandments, His statutes, and His judgments, that you may live and
multiply; and the LORD your God will bless you in the land which you go to possess. 17 But
if your heart turns away so that you do not hear, and are drawn away, and worship other gods
and serve them, 18 I announce to you today that you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong
your days in the land which you cross over the Jordan to go in and possess. 19 I call heaven
and earth as witnesses today against you, that I have set before you life and death, blessing
and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you and your descendants may live; 20 that you
may love the LORD your God, that you may obey His voice, and that you may cling to Him,
for He is your life and the length of your days; and that you may dwell in the land which the
LORD swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give them.”

c. Romans 6:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves
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slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or
of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves
of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18
And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

d. Romans 10:5–17 (NKJV) — 5 For Moses writes about the righteousness which is of the
law, “The man who does those things shall live by them.” 6 But the righteousness of faith
speaks in this way, “Do not say in your heart, ‘Who will ascend into heaven?’ ” (that is, to
bring Christ down from above) 7 or, “ ‘Who will descend into the abyss?’ ” (that is, to bring
Christ up from the dead). 8 But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and
in your heart” (that is, the word of faith which we preach): 9 that if you confess with your
mouth the Lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you
will be saved. 10 For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth
confession is made unto salvation. 11 For the Scripture says, “Whoever believes on Him will
not be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek, for the same
Lord over all is rich to all who call upon Him. 13 For “whoever calls on the name of the
LORD shall be saved.” 14 How then shall they call on Him in whom they have not believed?
And how shall they believe in Him of whom they have not heard? And how shall they hear
without a preacher? 15 And how shall they preach unless they are sent? As it is written:
“How beautiful are the feet of those who preach the gospel of peace, Who bring glad tidings
of good things!” 16 But they have not all obeyed the gospel. For Isaiah says, “LORD, who
has believed our report?” 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.

2. Obey what the Lord says – Jer 7:23; Matt 7:21-27; John 13:17; 15:10; Rom 1:5; 6:16-18;
James 1:22-25; Heb 5:8-9
a. Jeremiah 7:23 (NKJV) — 23 But this is what I commanded them, saying, ‘Obey My voice,

and I will be your God, and you shall be My people. And walk in all the ways that I have
commanded you, that it may be well with you.’

b. Matthew 7:21–27 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say
to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’ 24 “Therefore whoever
hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his
house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat
on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears
these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house
on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”

c. John 13:17 (NKJV) — 17 If you know these things, blessed are you if you do them.
d. John 15:10 (NKJV) — 10 If you keep My commandments, you will abide in My love, just

as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.
e. Romans 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 Through Him we have received grace and apostleship for

obedience to the faith among all nations for His name,
f. Romans 6:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves

slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or
of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves
of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18
And having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

g. James 1:22–25 (NKJV) — 22 But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving
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yourselves. 23 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing
his natural face in a mirror; 24 for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets
what kind of man he was. 25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues
in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he
does.

h. Hebrews 5:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things
which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation
to all who obey Him,

3. Staying within the revealed pattern – Col 3:17; 1 Pet 4:11; 2 Cor 5:7; 1 Tim 1:13; Matt
21:23-25
a. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of

the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
(1) 1 Peter 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 If anyone speaks, let him speak as the oracles of God. If

anyone ministers, let him do it as with the ability which God supplies, that in all things
God may be glorified through Jesus Christ, to whom belong the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

(2) 2 Corinthians 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight.
(3) 1 Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and

an insolent man; but I obtained mercy because I did it ignorantly in unbelief.
(4) Matthew 21:23–25 (NKJV) — 23 Now when He came into the temple, the chief priests

and the elders of the people confronted Him as He was teaching, and said, “By what
authority are You doing these things? And who gave You this authority?” 24 But Jesus
answered and said to them, “I also will ask you one thing, which if you tell Me, I likewise
will tell you by what authority I do these things: 25 The baptism of John—where was it
from? From heaven or from men?” And they reasoned among themselves, saying, “If we
say, ‘From heaven,’ He will say to us, ‘Why then did you not believe him?’

4. People of old and even today still have not learned to make this wisest of Choice - here are a few
examples of some in the Bible who did not do this simple thing - God wants of us!
a. Cain – (Gen. 4:7) – Heb 11:4
b. Nadab & Abihu – (Lev. 10:1,2)
c. Moses – (Num 20:8-24)
d. King Saul – (1 Sam. 13 & 15)
e. David’s ox cart – (1 Chr. 13:7-12; 15:2-13)
f. Jeroboam – (1 Kings 12:25-33)
g. Uzziah – (2 Chr. 26:16-23)
h. Warning To US - 2 John 1:9-10

(1) 2 John 9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of
Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father
and the Son. 10 If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive
him into your house nor greet him;

H. The RESULT OF THIS WISE CHOICE - “Then you WILL FIND REST for your SOULS”
1. ONLY IF we obey the Lord and stay within the revealed pattern will we find rest for our souls!

– Rom 2:7; Heb 5:8-9; Rev 22:14
a. Romans 2:7 (NKJV) — 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good

seek for glory, honor, and immortality;
b. Hebrews 5:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things

which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation
to all who obey Him,
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c. Revelation 22:14 (NKJV) — 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they
may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

2. The path of morality 
a. The path of salvation
b. The path of worship
c. The path of our voluntary service in the Kingdom of our Lord

3. Yes truly with outstretched hands - Jesus is tenderly calling” - Come Unto Me.... Matthew
11:28-30
a. Matthew 11:28–30 (NKJV) — 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and

I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly
in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and My burden is
light.”

IV. In Conclusion - the CHOICE is yours to make - your attitude is now on trial!
A. Will you declare as they did in Judah - “But they said, ‘ We WILL NOT WALK IN IT!”

1. They chose their way rather than God’s way - Jer 2:13; 10:23; Rom 1:18-25
a. Jeremiah 2:13 (NKJV) — 13 “For My people have committed two evils: They have

forsaken Me, the fountain of living waters, And hewn themselves cisterns—broken cisterns
that can hold no water.

b. Jeremiah 10:23 (NKJV) — 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not
in man who walks to direct his own steps.

c. Romans 1:18–25 (NKJV) — 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19
because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened. 22
Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God
into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping
things. 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the lusts of their hearts, to
dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and
worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

2. The consequences – Jeremiah 6:17-20; Deut 30:17-19; Rom 2:8; 2 Thess. 1:7-9; Heb 12:25
a. Jeremiah 6:17–20 (NKJV) — 17 Also, I set watchmen over you, saying, ‘Listen to the

sound of the trumpet!’ But they said, ‘We will not listen.’ 18 Therefore hear, you nations,
And know, O congregation, what is among them. 19 Hear, O earth! Behold, I will certainly
bring calamity on this people— The fruit of their thoughts, Because they have not heeded My
words Nor My law, but rejected it. 20 For what purpose to Me Comes frankincense from
Sheba, And sweet cane from a far country? Your burnt offerings are not acceptable, Nor your
sacrifices sweet to Me.”

b. Deuteronomy 30:17–19 (NKJV) — 17 But if your heart turns away so that you do not hear,
and are drawn away, and worship other gods and serve them, 18 I announce to you today that
you shall surely perish; you shall not prolong your days in the land which you cross over the
Jordan to go in and possess. 19 I call heaven and earth as witnesses today against you, that
I have set before you life and death, blessing and cursing; therefore choose life, that both you
and your descendants may live;

c. Romans 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 but to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but
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obey unrighteousness—indignation and wrath,
d. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our
Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence
of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

e. Hebrews 12:25 (NKJV) — 25 See that you do not refuse Him who speaks. For if they did
not escape who refused Him who spoke on earth, much more shall we not escape if we turn
away from Him who speaks from heaven,

B. Or Will we - HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD?
1. God’s word is JUST as relevant today as it has ever been! - 2 Thess. 2:15 - Therefore, brethren,

stand fast and hold the traditions which you were taught, whether by word or our epistle.
C. Last forever - 1 Peter 1:22-25;  Psa. 102:12, 26; Matthew 24:35;

1. 1 Peter 1:22–25 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through
the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23 having
been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives
and abides forever, 24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of
the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures
forever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.
a. Psalm 102:12 (NKJV) — 12 But You, O LORD, shall endure forever, And the remembrance

of Your name to all generations.
b. Psalm 102:26 (NKJV) — 26 They will perish, but You will endure; Yes, they will all grow

old like a garment; Like a cloak You will change them, And they will be changed.
c. Matthew 24:35 (NKJV) — 35 Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words will by no

means pass away.
2. Forever settled in heaven – Psa. 119:89; Isa. 40:8; 

a. Psalm 119:89 (NKJV) — 89 Forever, O LORD, Your word is settled in heaven.
b. Isaiah 40:8 (NKJV) — 8 The grass withers, the flower fades, But the word of our God

stands forever.”
3. Will be judged by the words of Jesus - John 12:28; Rev 22:18-19

a. John 12:28 (NKJV) — 28 Father, glorify Your name.” Then a voice came from heaven,
saying, “I have both glorified it and will glorify it again.”

b. Revelation 22:18–19 (NKJV) — 18 For I testify to everyone who hears the words of the
prophecy of this book: If anyone adds to these things, God will add to him the plagues that
are written in this book; 19 and if anyone takes away from the words of the book of this
prophecy, God shall take away his part from the Book of Life, from the holy city, and from
the things which are written in this book.

D. WILL YOU HEAR THE WORD OF THE LORD and.....
1. The restoration plea - “Back to the Bible!” - (Josiah 2 Kings 22,23; Ezra, Nehemiah)

a. 2 Kings 22:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Josiah was eight years old when he became king, and he
reigned thirty-one years in Jerusalem. His mother’s name was Jedidah the daughter of Adaiah
of Bozkath. 2 And he did what was right in the sight of the LORD, and walked in all the
ways of his father David; he did not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.

b. What did he do - “He found the Book of the Law vrs 9 - and gives hearing to it - vrs 11
c. His reaction to hearing and knowing what was going on - was to tear his clothes vrs 11

2. Being a local church committed to following the Old Paths, where the good way is, in doctrine
& practice! - (Acts 2:42-47; 2 Tim 1:13)
a. Acts 2:42–47 (NKJV) — 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
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fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were
together, and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided
them among all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple,
and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of
heart, 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord added to the
church daily those who were being saved.
(1) 2 Timothy 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have

heard from me, in faith and love which are in Christ Jesus.
b. Plan of salvation - (Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be

saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.)
c. Worship - (Jn 4:24; Heb 12:28)

(1) John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in
spirit and truth.”

(2) Hebrews 12:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which
cannot be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with
reverence and godly fear.

d. Work - (1 Cor 14; 1 Thess. 1:8; 2 Cor 8:1-5; 1 Cor 16:1-2)
(1) 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth,

not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has
gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.

(2) 2 Corinthians 8:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, we make known to you the grace
of God bestowed on the churches of Macedonia: 2 that in a great trial of affliction the
abundance of their joy and their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.
3 For I bear witness that according to their ability, yes, and beyond their ability, they were
freely willing, 4 imploring us with much urgency that we would receive the gift and the
fellowship of the ministering to the saints. 5 And not only as we had hoped, but they first
gave themselves to the Lord, and then to us by the will of God.

(3) 1 Corinthians 16:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I
have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of
the week let each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there
be no collections when I come.

3. When we move away from the firm foundation of a “thus saith the Lord” we:
a. Start to measure what we will do by what we have done
b. We will move further and further away from God
c. And we set a course for Complete APOSTASY - yes brethren APOSTASY.

E. Will you HEAR THE LORD?
1. Man’s way Emphasizes:

a. Self - Judges 21:25 (NKJV) — 25 In those days there was no king in Israel; everyone did
what was right in his own eyes.

b. Feelings - 1 Kings 12:33 (NKJV) — 33 So he made offerings on the altar which he had
made at Bethel on the fifteenth day of the eighth month, in the month which he had devised
in his own heart. And he ordained a feast for the children of Israel, and offered sacrifices on
the altar and burned incense.

c. Rationalization - Matthew 19:8-9 (NKJV) — 8 He said to them, “Moses, because of the
hardness of your hearts, permitted you to divorce your wives, but from the beginning it was
not so. 9 And I say to you, whoever divorces his wife, except for sexual immorality, and
marries another, commits adultery; and whoever marries her who is divorced commits
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adultery.”
2. BUT GOD’s WAY EMPHASIZES:

a. Authority and absolute Truth - John 8:31-32 (NKJV) — 31 Then Jesus said to those Jews
who believed Him, “If you abide in My word, you are My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall
know the truth, and the truth shall make you free.”

b. The Need For Obedience - Matt 7:21 ; John 14:15
(1) Matthew 7:21 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter

the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.
(2) John 14:15 (NKJV) — 15 “If you love Me, keep My commandments.

c. The reality of Sin - 1 John 3:4 (NKJV) — 4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness,
and sin is lawlessness.

F. So once again Will WE HEAR THE LORD - Jeremiah 6:16 - 16 Thus says the Lord: “Stand in the
ways and see, And ask for the old paths, where the good way is, And walk in it; Then you will find
rest for your souls. But they said, ‘We will not walk in it.’
1. Consider where you are on the road to salvation?
2. Ask for the old paths?
3. Walk in them?
4. Find rest for your soul?

a. They didn’t – will you?
b. Jeremiah 18:15–17 (NKJV) - 15 “Because My people have forgotten Me, They have burned

incense to worthless idols. And they have caused themselves to stumble in their ways, From
the ancient paths, To walk in pathways and not on a highway, 16 To make their land desolate
and a perpetual hissing; Everyone who passes by it will be astonished And shake his head.
17 I will scatter them as with an east wind before the enemy; I will show them the back and
not the face In the day of their calamity.”
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