
Do You Love The Lord More?
John 21:15-19 & 2 Tim 1:8-12

Intro.
A. In 2 Timothy chapter one we have the final words of the Apostle Paul - words of encouragement

and reflection that tie in perfectly to John 21:15-19 (NKJV) So when they had eaten breakfast,
Jesus said to Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to
Him, “Yes, Lord; You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 16 He said to him
again a second time, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord; You
know that I love You.” He said to him, “Tend My sheep.” 17 He said to him the third time, “Simon,
son of Jonah, do you love Me?” Peter was grieved because He said to him the third time, “Do you
love Me?” And he said to Him, “Lord, You know all things; You know that I love You.” Jesus said
to him, “Feed My sheep. 18 Most assuredly, I say to you, when you were younger, you girded
yourself and walked where you wished; but when you are old, you will stretch out your hands, and
another will gird you and carry you where you do not wish.” 19 This He spoke, signifying by what
death he would glorify God. And when He had spoken this, He said to him, “Follow Me.” - The
New King James Version. 1982. Nashville: Thomas Nelson.
1. In Paul’s writing here he stresses these simple facts in 5 short verse - however the lead up to

these statements are crucial to our understanding....
a. Trusting in God’s grace, mercy and peace - even in the midst of extreme trials. - 2

Timothy 1:2 -To Timothy, a beloved son: Grace, mercy, and peace from God the Father
and Christ Jesus our Lord. 

b. Staying true to the scriptures and not sub-coming to the pressures of those around us -
2 Timothy 1:3 - I thank God, whom I serve with a pure conscience, as my forefathers did,
as without ceasing I remember you in my prayers night and day, 

c. Concern and support for those who contend for the faith - 2 Timothy 1:4 - greatly
desiring to see you, being mindful of your tears, that I may be filled with joy, 

d. Genuine faith is gained from God’s word (1:5; 2 Tim 3:15)
(1) 2 Timothy 1:5 - when I call to remembrance the genuine faith that is in you, which

dwelt first in your grandmother Lois and your mother Eunice, and I am persuaded
is in you also. 

(2) 2 Timothy 3:15 - and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 

e. Fulfilling our duties to God - 2 Timothy 1:6 -Therefore I remind you to stir up the gift of
God which is in you through the laying on of my hands. 

2. Faith extinguishes fear 2 Timothy 1:7 - For God has not given us a spirit of fear, but of power
and of love and of a sound mind.  - Paul then goes on in his instruction with an exhortation,
a reminder and an undivided trust in God.
a. 2 Timothy 1:8–12 (NKJV) - 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our

Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel
according to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not
according to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given
to us in Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has now been revealed by the appearing
of our Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to
light through the gospel, 11 to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a
teacher of the Gentiles. 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not
ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep
what I have committed to Him until that Day.

B. Now in view of these truth’s, let us note John 21:15-19 - Since His resurrection Jesus has appeared
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to his disciples in different settings, this being the third time ‘Jesus showed himself to his disciples’
(John 21:14) - This is now the third time Jesus showed Himself to His disciples after He was raised
from the dead. 
1. After a long night of fishing, unsuccessful fishing, Jesus appears ‘at the Sea of Tiberias” (John

21:1 - After these things Jesus showed Himself again to the disciples at the Sea of Tiberias,
and in this way He showed Himself:), standing on the shore he instructs Peter and the others
to cast their net “on the right side of the boat, and you will find some. So they cast, and now
they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish” (John 21:6 - And He said
to them, “Cast the net on the right side of the boat, and you will find some.” So they cast, and
now they were not able to draw it in because of the multitude of fish.).

2. This catch yielded 153 large fish (John 21:11 - Simon Peter went up and dragged the net to
land, full of large fish, one hundred and fifty-three; and although there were so many, the net
was not broken.), the net being pulled onto the shore and did not break the net.

C. This scene sets the stage for our text. It is early morning the men have dragged their catch to shore
and now Jesus invites them to “come and eat breakfast” (John 21:12 - Jesus said to them, “Come
and eat breakfast.” Yet none of the disciples dared ask Him, “Who are You?”—knowing that it was
the Lord.).
1. It is what happens after breakfast that is of interest to us this morning because Jesus asks Peter

three questions, all of which are the same question, and questions we can ask ourselves in the
Lord’s absence.

2. The first has the phrase “more than these” ---- it is not certain to what Jesus had here in mind -
but certainly in application to us today - this shows the singularity of mind that the Christian
ought to have.
a. We can not have a divided love ; or a distracted love.

I. “Do you love Me more than these?” John 21:15 - So when they had eaten breakfast, Jesus said to
Simon Peter, “Simon, son of Jonah, do you love Me more than these?” He said to Him, “Yes, Lord;
You know that I love You.” He said to him, “Feed My lambs.” 
A. The initial question leaves us a little uncertain as to what exactly Jesus means when he says “more

than these.” There are several possibilities:
1. It could have been Jesus was asking, “Do you love Me more than the others love Me?”

a. Peter could not answer a question like that because he did not know the hearts of the
others as Jesus did.

2. Jesus could have been asking, “Do you love Me more than you love these disciples?” -
remember these men came from all walks of life and had just been together for 3 years.

3. He could have been asking, “Do you love Me more than your occupation of fishing, your boat
and all you tools?”
a. The context of these questions has this information about what they had been doing, and

what they returned to after Jesus’ death by crucifixion.
B. Why is the question asked three times?  We are not told exactly.... so much here is speculation.

1.  Several references believe this to be Jesus’ way of giving Peter an opportunity to rectify a
grievous error he recently committed, that being his denial of Jesus.

2. If you recall Peter was the one who had confessed that “You are the Christ, the Son of the
living God.” Matthew 16:16 - Simon Peter answered and said, “You are the Christ, the Son
of the living God.” 

3. He also made bold statements to Jesus concerning his personal devotion, “Peter answered and
said to Him, even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to stumble
Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny You!!” Matthew 26:33 - Peter answered and
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said to Him, “Even if all are made to stumble because of You, I will never be made to
stumble.” 
a. Matthew 26:35 - Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny

You!”  And so said all the disciples. 
b. Peter was not the only one to have fled at Jesus’ arrest and subsequent trial.

4. That Peter is given a chance with this triple confession of his love for the Savior to repair the
damage done when he denied the Lord verbally is certainly a valid conclusion.

II. Now we NOTE the Different Usage of Terms for the Word Love - this is important in our questions
for ourselves today!
A. Jesus uses the Greek verb agapao

1. Adam Clarke sates that this is to “love affectionately, ardently and supremely. (Vol. V, pg.
662)

2. Thayer defines it “when used of love to a master, God or Christ, the word involves the idea
of affectionate reverence, prompt obedience, grateful recognition of benefits received denotes
to take pleasure in the thing, prize it above other things, be willing to abandon or do without
it” (pg.3-4).

B. Peter on the other hand uses the Greek verb phileo
1. Clarke says this signifies, “to love, to like, to regard, to feel friendship for another.” (Vol. V,

pg.662)
2. Thayer defines it “to love, to be friendly to one “ (pg.653)
3. We would define it as brotherly love.

C. Why the contrast in words?
1. Some people believe that John uses both words to give us a sense of complete love, especially

to reveal to us the completeness of our love toward the Lord.
2. However, if you look at Peter’s responses to each question he appears to be timid or modest

not as bold as his previous professions of devotion as recorded in Matthew’s account.
a. It is possible that Peter is being more cautious with how he affirms his love after denying

the Lord three times.
b. Clarke makes this remark about Peter, “This was a kind of reproach to Peter: he had

professed a more affectionate attachment to Christ than the rest; he had been more
froward in making profession of friendship and love than any of the others; and no one
(Judas excepted) had treated the Lord so basely” (Vol. V, pg. 662)

3. To the Lord’s query he gives a more modest reply, “Yes, Lord, You know that I love You.”
a. Three times he is asked and three times he replies in the same manner.
b. If in fact Jesus was asking if he loved Him more than the others loved him Peter was

careful in his response and omitted more than these.
c. Before this Peter would speak before thinking, but now could it be he was thinking before

speaking?
4. If the Lord were to ask us the same question how would we respond?

a. Would we be like Peter before the arrest?  Or like Peter here.

III. And here is the Personal Application from both John 21 and 2 Timothy 1
A. When we confessed Jesus’ name and were baptized for the remission of our sins we were professing

our love, devotion and willingness to serve Him the rest of our lives. — we made a covenant vow -
one of only tow that ends in death.
1. We sing a song “More love to Thee O Christ, more love to Thee.”

a. Do we really mean it when we sing it?
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b. Do we understand what these Words are actually saying - it so much more than just “I
love you...”

B. Do we love the Lord more than our families?
1. If we do we will not let them keep us form obeying the gospel!
2. If we do we will be willing to leave the religion of our ancestors when it is proven to be wrong

and follow the pattern set forth in the NT!
3. We will not allow family to prevent us from worshiping, attending services or proclaiming the

gospel message. READ Mt. 10:34-39
a. Matthew 10:34 - “Do not think that I came to bring peace on earth. I did not come to

bring peace but a sword. 35 - For I have come to ‘set a man against his father, a daughter
against her mother, and a daughter-in-law against her mother-in-law’; 36 - and ‘a man’s
enemies will be those of his own household.’ 37 - He who loves father or mother more
than Me is not worthy of Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not
worthy of Me. 38 - And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is not worthy
of Me. 39 - He who finds his life will lose it, and he who loses his life for My sake will
find it. 

b. This time of the year is a great time to get together with friends and family and this year
Christmas day is on the Lord’s day ---- where are we going to be?

C. Do we love the Lord more than our earthly possessions?
1. If we do we will not be covetous.
2. If we do we will not make the pursuit of wealth our primary objective in life, but will lay up

treasure in heaven for ourselves. Matthew 6:19-20 - “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures
on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 - but lay up for
yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not
break in and steal. 

3. If we do we will not divide our devotion between God and Mammon, Mt. 6:24, but will seek
first the kingdom of God.
a. Matthew 6:24 - “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love

the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God
and mammon. 

4. We will not forfeit our souls, “For what profit is it to a man if he gain the whole world and lose
his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?” Mt. 16:26

D. Do we love the Lord more than pleasure?
1. There is a constant battle going on inside of each of us it is the war between the flesh and the

spirit. The one who loves pleasure more than the Lord is losing the battle for his soul!
2. If we love the Lord more we will set aside the self-seeking desires of the flesh. Gal. 5:19-21

a. Galatians 5:19-21 - Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are: adultery,
fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 - idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions, jealousies,
outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 - envy, murders,
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you
in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God. 

3. Paul warned Timothy there would be perilous times when men would be “lovers of self ,lovers
of pleasure rather than lovers of God; having a form of godliness but denying its power. And
from such people turn away!” 2 Timothy 3:1-5

4. All of these things will hurt if not ruin our influence for Christ.
E. Do we love the Lord more than the praise of men?

1. If we do we will be willing to stand firm for the Lord and what is right in his sight! Even if it
means standing alone. 
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2. “Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but because of the Pharisees they
did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the synagogue; for they loved the praise
of men more than the praise of God.” Jn. 12:42-43
a. We will not cave in to peer pressure!
b. Evil companions that corrupt good habits will not influence us. 1 Cor. 15:33-34

(1) 1 Corinthians 15:33 - Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good habits.” 34
- Awake to righteousness, and do not sin; for some do not have the knowledge of
God. I speak this to your shame. 

c. It may mean severing relationships that are more harmful to the salvation of our souls than
helpful.

3. It is here that 2 Timothy 1:8-12 becomes instruction, exhortation and awareness to us today- 
a. 2 Timothy 1:8–12 (NKJV) - 8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our

Lord, nor of me His prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according
to the power of God, 9 who has saved us and called us with a holy calling, not according
to our works, but according to His own purpose and grace which was given to us in
Christ Jesus before time began, 10 but has now been revealed by the appearing of our
Savior Jesus Christ, who has abolished death and brought life and immortality to light
through the gospel, 11 to which I was appointed a preacher, an apostle, and a teacher of
the Gentiles. 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not ashamed,
for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have
committed to Him until that Day.

F. It all means to be truthful with ourselves when we answer the question “Do you love the Lord more
than these?” because He already knows your heart!
1. Are we like Peter in affirming a general love, as apposed to the true committed love that Jesus

the Christ is demanding from us in all things?

IV. Conclusion: 
A. IF - The Lord reigns supreme in our LOVE, He should be the supreme object of our love and

affection.
1. Matthew records these words of Jesus, “You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart,

with all your soul and with all your mind.” - Matthew 22:37
2. As we draw close to the end of this year on the theme of Attitudes - WHAT PLACE DOES

GOD hold in your heart, your life and in your confession?
B. My plea and my desire - Give him your life, your love and your complete devotion today and

everyday that we have breath and life!
C. Let OUR LOVE FOR CHRIST be more than just in WORDS but also in DEEDS.
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