
WHAT DOES GOD EXPECT FROM ME? - Reading Acts 9:26-31
Introduction:

A. In every walk of life and in every work place that exists, there is a certain expectation of the
employer of the employee.
1. Much can be said in this manner - but suffice it to say that when the employee does not live up

to the expectations - an office meeting for assessment and maybe a letter of reprimand but for
the most part - I am fully sure that if that employee keeps the same attitude and behavior that
he/she will loose their jobs.

2. Remember attitude is like a flat tire - you can’t go forward or anywhere unless you change it.
B. It is with this in mind - that we now transition into the area I have labeled “PERSONAL

INVESTMENT” in our topic of attitudes we must examine.
1. All the lessons in this month “Lord Willing” will focus on expectations.

a. Today’s lesson - What the Lord Expects from Me.
b. What the Lord Does not Expect from Me.
c. What Visitors and the World can Expect from Us should they attend.
d. And Lastly - What are our Expectations and Hopes.

2. Each of these areas are areas that we are all greatly familiar with - because of the
employer/employee relationship.
a. In Our case this is CREATOR/creation - FATHER/child and SAVIOR/saved relationships

I am going to deal with.
C. Let us begin with (Matthew 28:18-20 NKJV) ---- (18) Then Jesus came and spoke to them, saying,

"All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. (19) ‘Go therefore and make disciples
of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,
(20) "teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always,
{even} to the end of the age." Amen. 
1. In teaching about the essential elements of discipleship, we understand that Jesus expected His

disciples to execute this great Commission. 
a. No one can successfully contend that this was not a directive given here by Jesus with the

full expectation of it being carried out. 
b. Jesus EXPECTED execution! 

2. He promised them the means of execution He expected it to happen. 
D. In (John 6:44-45 NKJV) ---- (44) "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws

him; and I will raise him up at the last day. (45) "It is written in the prophets, `And they shall all be
taught by God.' Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. 
1. The common element here between the giving of the command and the promise is that the

recipients of both are TAUGHT. 
2. Taught by God of the things Jesus had said. 

a. If we seek God, we must be taught by Him 
b. If we seek God, we can only find Him through His Son Jesus Christ. 

3. It may be that the problem in the world in regard to Jesus Christ is that the majority has not and
does not seek God. 

E. What, then, does God expect from those who are taught the Gospel? 
1. I asked that Acts 9:26-31 be read before this lesson - because in it we see an example of one

(Saul of Tarsus) who’s life was completely transformed by the teachings and appearance of Jesus
on the Road to Damascus.

2. It is a dramatic change but it was in keeping with the expectations of God in his life.
3. Our text is going to focus on Acts 2:42-44 and Ephesians 4:11-16

a. Acts 2:42–44 (NKJV) - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and
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fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were
together, and had all things in common,

b. Ephesians 4:11–16 (NKJV) - 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the
work of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to  the unity of
the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the
stature of the fullness of Christ; 
(1) 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,
15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the head
—Christ —

(2) 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint supplies,
according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth of
the body for the edifying of itself in love.

II. GOD EXPECTS US to LIVE CONSECRATED LIVES..... even in an immoral and dark society
A. Consecrated - Hagios - sacred (physically pure, morally blameless or religious, ceremonially

consecrated) {Thayer’s}
B. Called to be saints – (Rom 1:7; 1 Cor. 1:2)

1. Romans 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: Grace
to you and peace from God our Father and the Lord Jesus Christ.

2. 1 Corinthians 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 To the church of God which is at Corinth, to those who are
sanctified in Christ Jesus, called to be saints, with all who in every place call on the name of
Jesus Christ our Lord, both theirs and ours:

C. As obedient children - (1 Pet. 1:13-16; Rom 12:1-2) 
1. 1 Peter 1:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your

hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but
as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be
holy, for I am holy.”

2. Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

D. Being separate from the world and be holy – (2 Cor. 6:14ff)
1. 2 Corinthians 6:11–7:1 (NKJV) — 11 O Corinthians! We have spoken openly to you, our heart

is wide open. 12 You are not restricted by us, but you are restricted by your own affections. 13
Now in return for the same (I speak as to children), you also be open. 14 Do not be unequally
yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And
what communion has light with darkness? 15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what
part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And what agreement has the temple of God with
idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk
among them. I will be their God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from
among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive
you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD
Almighty.” 1 Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all
filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.
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E. That you may proclaim the praises of God - (1 Pet. 2:9; Phil. 2:15-16; Matt. 5:13-16)
1. 1 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His

own special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light;

2. Philippians 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 that you may become blameless and harmless, children of God
without fault in the midst of a crooked and perverse generation, among whom you shine as lights
in the world,
a. Philippians 2:16 (NKJV) — 16 holding fast the word of life, so that I may rejoice in the day

of Christ that I have not run in vain or labored in vain.
3. Matthew 5:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 “You are the salt of the earth; but if the salt loses its flavor,

how shall it be seasoned? It is then good for nothing but to be thrown out and trampled underfoot
by men. 14 “You are the light of the world. A city that is set on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Nor
do they light a lamp and put it under a basket, but on a lampstand, and it gives light to all who
are in the house. 16 Let your light so shine before men, that they may see your good works and
glorify your Father in heaven.

III. GOD EXPECTS us to ASSEMBLE WITH THE SAINTS
A. To worship – (John 4:24;  Psa. 122:1; 84:1; 1 Cor 11:33)

1. John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth.”

2. Psalm 122:1 (NKJV) — 1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the
LORD.”

3. Psalm 84:1 (NKJV) — 1 How lovely is Your tabernacle, O LORD of hosts!
4. 1 Corinthians 11:33 (NKJV) — 33 Therefore, my brethren, when you come together to eat, wait

for one another.
B. To learn - (Acts 17:11; 1 Tim 4:16; Eph 4:12-14)

1. Acts 17:11 (NKJV) — 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether these
things were so.

2. 1 Timothy 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you.

3. Ephesians 4:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work of ministry, for
the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and of the
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of
Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every
wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting,

C. To serve – (Heb. 12:28-29; Eph 4:15-16)
1. Hebrews 12:28–29 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot

be shaken, let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly
fear. 29 For our God is a consuming fire.

2. Ephesians 4:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into
Him who is the head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes
growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

D. To encourage others - (Heb 10:24-25)
1. Hebrews 10:24–25 (NKJV) — 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and

good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.
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IV. GOD EXPECTS US to WORK TOGETHER for the Cause of Christ (this is not a competition)
A. Some think of the church as a club – (A society or organization to join and be a member of)

1. Fulfill duty by paying dues –
2. Fulfill duty by attending meetings
3. Hire others to do my work –

B. But that’s not what I find or read in the Scriptures - Philippians 1:27 (NKJV) - 27 Only let your
conduct be worthy of the gospel of Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may
hear of your affairs, that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of
the gospel,

C. Church is pictured as:
1. A body – (Eph 4:16; 1 Cor 12:14-27; Romans 12:3-8)

a. Ephesians 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what
every joint supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share,
causes growth of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

b. 1 Corinthians 12:14–27 (NKJV) — 14 For in fact the body is not one member but many.
15 If the foot should say, “Because I am not a hand, I am not of the body,” is it therefore not
of the body? 16 And if the ear should say, “Because I am not an eye, I am not of the body,”
is it therefore not of the body? 17 If the whole body were an eye, where would be the
hearing? If the whole were hearing, where would be the smelling? 18 But now God has set
the members, each one of them, in the body just as He pleased. 19 And if they were all one
member, where would the body be? 20 But now indeed there are many members, yet one
body. 21 And the eye cannot say to the hand, “I have no need of you”; nor again the head to
the feet, “I have no need of you.” 22 No, much rather, those members of the body which
seem to be weaker are necessary. 23 And those members of the body which we think to be
less honorable, on these we bestow greater honor; and our unpresentable parts have greater
modesty, 24 but our presentable parts have no need. But God composed the body, having
given greater honor to that part which lacks it, 25 that there should be no schism in the body,
but that the members should have the same care for one another. 26 And if one member
suffers, all the members suffer with it; or if one member is honored, all the members rejoice
with it. 27 Now you are the body of Christ, and members individually.

c. Romans 12:3–8 (NKJV) — 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who is
among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think soberly,
as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith. 4 For as we have many members in one
body, but all the members do not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body
in Christ, and individually members of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according
to the grace that is given to us, let us use them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to
our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who
exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who
shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

2. A kingdom – (Col. 1:13;3:13)
a. Colossians 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and

conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 
b. Colossians 3:13 (NKJV) — 13 bearing with one another, and forgiving one another, if

anyone has a complaint against another; even as Christ forgave you, so you also must do.
3. A vineyard – (Matt 20:1-16; John 15:1-10)

a. Matthew 20:1–16 (NKJV) — 1 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a landowner who went
out early in the morning to hire laborers for his vineyard. 2 Now when he had agreed with
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the laborers for a denarius a day, he sent them into his vineyard. 3 And he went out about the
third hour and saw others standing idle in the marketplace, 4 and said to them, ‘You also go
into the vineyard, and whatever is right I will give you.’ So they went. 5 Again he went out
about the sixth and the ninth hour, and did likewise. 6 And about the eleventh hour he went
out and found others standing idle, and said to them, ‘Why have you been standing here idle
all day?’ 7 They said to him, ‘Because no one hired us.’ He said to them, ‘You also go into
the vineyard, and whatever is right you will receive.’ 8 “So when evening had come, the
owner of the vineyard said to his steward, ‘Call the laborers and give them their wages,
beginning with the last to the first.’ 9 And when those came who were hired about the
eleventh hour, they each received a denarius. 10 But when the first came, they supposed that
they would receive more; and they likewise received each a denarius. 11 And when they had
received it, they complained against the landowner, 12 saying, ‘These last men have worked
only one hour, and you made them equal to us who have borne the burden and the heat of the
day.’ 13 But he answered one of them and said, ‘Friend, I am doing you no wrong. Did you
not agree with me for a denarius? 14 Take what is yours and go your way. I wish to give to
this last man the same as to you. 15 Is it not lawful for me to do what I wish with my own
things? Or is your eye evil because I am good?’ 16 So the last will be first, and the first last.
For many are called, but few chosen.”

b. John 15:1–10 (NKJV) — 1 “I am the true vine, and My Father is the vinedresser. 2 Every
branch in Me that does not bear fruit He takes away; and every branch that bears fruit He
prunes, that it may bear more fruit. 3 You are already clean because of the word which I have
spoken to you. 4 Abide in Me, and I in you. As the branch cannot bear fruit of itself, unless
it abides in the vine, neither can you, unless you abide in Me. 5 “I am the vine, you are the
branches. He who abides in Me, and I in him, bears much fruit; for without Me you can do
nothing. 6 If anyone does not abide in Me, he is cast out as a branch and is withered; and they
gather them and throw them into the fire, and they are burned. 7 If you abide in Me, and My
words abide in you, you will ask what you desire, and it shall be done for you. 8 By this My
Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit; so you will be My disciples. 9 “As the Father
loved Me, I also have loved you; abide in My love. 10 If you keep My commandments, you
will abide in My love, just as I have kept My Father’s commandments and abide in His love.

4. An army – (Eph. 6:10-18)
a. Ephesians 6:10–18 (NKJV) — 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the

power of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against
the wiles of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against
principalities, against powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual
hosts of wickedness in the heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God,
that you may be able to withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 14 Stand
therefore, having girded your waist with truth, having put on the breastplate of righteousness,
15 and having shod your feet with the preparation of the gospel of peace; 16 above all, taking
the shield of faith with which you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
17 And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God;
18 praying always with all prayer and supplication in the Spirit, being watchful to this end
with all perseverance and supplication for all the saints—

5. A temple, a holy priesthood — (1 Pet 2:4-5)
a. 1 Peter 2:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 Coming to Him as to a living stone, rejected indeed by men, but

chosen by God and precious, 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house,
a holy priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.

D. In all reality we must ask - If every member of this congregation was JUST as committed AS I AM
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. . . ??
1. Attendance? - Bible classes?
2. Preparation for assemblies?
3. Providing assistance for material needs?
4. Supporting teaching efforts?

E. So What KIND OF MEMBER AM I - are YOU?
1. THE CRITIC - Always finding something wrong …
2. THE COMPELLED - RESPONDS because they feel like they HAVE TO
3. THE COMPLIANT - RESPONDS because they want to get along
4. THE COOPERATIVE - Willing to work with others / good helpers
5. THE COMMITTED - Seeks opportunities to serve / dependable
6. What makes the difference between these groups ALL DEPENDS ON MY Priorities And

Values/ my ATTITUDE

V. In Conclusion - HOW CAN I SERVE - WHAT CAN I DO?  Such must be the heart of our service
to God and to His Kingdom
A. Discipline self – 1 Cor. 9:27

1. 1 Corinthians 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 But I discipline my body and bring it into subjection, lest,
when I have preached to others, I myself should become disqualified.

B. Have a working faith– James 2:14-26; Gal. 5:6
1. James 2:14–26 (NKJV) — 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but

does not have works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily
food, 16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not
give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by
itself, if it does not have works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have
works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19
You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But
do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our
father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was
working together with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture
was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for
righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You see then that a man is justified by
works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the harlot also justified by works when
she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26 For as the body without the spirit
is dead, so faith without works is dead also.

2. Galatians 5:6 (NKJV) — 6 For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision avails
anything, but faith working through love.

C. Be diligent to add to my faith – 2 Pet 1:5-10
1. 2 Peter 1:5–10 (NKJV) — 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith

virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For
if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and
has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

D. Seek to bear spiritual fruit – Gal 5:22-23
1. Galatians 5:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, longsuffering,

kindness, goodness, faithfulness, 23 gentleness, self-control. Against such there is no law.
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E. Use my abilities – Seek to find and develop a skill that I may be useful in service to the Lord – Matt.
25:14-30; Eph 4:11-16; Phil. 2:1-5; 2 Tim 2:15, 20-21
1. Matthew 25:14–30 (NKJV) — 14 “For the kingdom of heaven is like a man traveling to a far

country, who called his own servants and delivered his goods to them. 15 And to one he gave
five talents, to another two, and to another one, to each according to his own ability; and
immediately he went on a journey. 16 Then he who had received the five talents went and traded
with them, and made another five talents. 17 And likewise he who had received two gained two
more also. 18 But he who had received one went and dug in the ground, and hid his lord’s
money. 19 After a long time the lord of those servants came and settled accounts with them. 20
“So he who had received five talents came and brought five other talents, saying, ‘Lord, you
delivered to me five talents; look, I have gained five more talents besides them.’ 21 His lord said
to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were faithful over a few things, I will make
you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your lord.’ 22 He also who had received two
talents came and said, ‘Lord, you delivered to me two talents; look, I have gained two more
talents besides them.’ 23 His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you have
been faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’ 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew you to be a hard
man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not scattered seed. 25 And
I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you have what is yours.’ 26
“But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you knew that I reap
where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed. 27 So you ought to have
deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back my own
with interest. 28 So take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten talents. 29 ‘For to
everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him who does not
have, even what he has will be taken away. 30 And cast the unprofitable servant into the outer
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

2. Ephesians 4:11–16 (NKJV) — 11 And He Himself gave some to be apostles, some prophets,
some evangelists, and some pastors and teachers, 12 for the equipping of the saints for the work
of ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ, 13 till we all come to the unity of the faith and
of the knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man, to the measure of the stature of the
fullness of Christ; 14 that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about
with every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful
plotting, 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him who is the
head—Christ—16 from whom the whole body, joined and knit together by what every joint
supplies, according to the effective working by which every part does its share, causes growth
of the body for the edifying of itself in love.

3. Philippians 2:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort
of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being
like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done
through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than
himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of
others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

4. 2 Timothy 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

5. 2 Timothy 2:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and
silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21 Therefore if anyone
cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the
Master, prepared for every good work.
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F. We need to be zealous – Titus 2:14; 2 Cor. 10:12
1. Titus 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless

deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good works.
a. 2 Corinthians 10:12 (NKJV) — 12 For we dare not class ourselves or compare ourselves

with those who commend themselves. But they, measuring themselves by themselves, and
comparing themselves among themselves, are not wise.

2. Bible class teachers? 
3. Leading in worship?
4. Keeping the grounds? 
5. Personal evangelism?
6. Various types of help?

G. Be a Learner
1. Be Committed
2. Be Dedicated
3. Be Supportive
4. Be Willing to Serve
5. What Are MY Priorities And Values? 
6. WHAT is my ATTITUDE?
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