
WHAT THE LORD DOES NOT REQUIRE OF US! - Micah 6:8

Intro:
A. As one looks at the bible one might be overwhelmed by the thoughts of “I’m not good enough” - “I

can’t be perfect” - “I am not a good student” - “I don’t want others to think I’m a follower” ---- etc.
1. However, a good and honest heart will recognize the things that God does require of us as well

as those things which God does not require.
B. In this lesson this morning I want to answer some of those anxieties which may be keeping you from

obeying the Word of God today.
1. It must be remembered that “Obedience is always the right thing to do, regardless of what others

may think, believe or insist upon.”
2. Remember it is you who will stand before God in judgment - not your Parents, not your peers

not Christ.
3. So it is absolutely essential to know that to follow the commands of God NOW while we still

have breath in our lungs and a beat in the heart - for today we life and it could be tomorrow we
die. 

C.  There are a few things which we can be certain of that God does require of us today
1. Micah 6:8 ---- 8 He has shown you, O man, what is good;  And what does the LORD require of

you  But to do justly, To love mercy, And to walk humbly with your God?
2. There are a few things which we can be certain of that God does not require of us today:

II. Man To Figure It Out Alone:
A. God has not left us without a guide

1. Man cannot guide himself – (Jer. 10:23; Prov. 20:24)
a. Jeremiah 10:23 ---- 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in man

who walks to direct his own steps.
b. Proverbs 20:24 ---- 24 A man’s steps are of the LORD; How then can a man understand his

own way?
2. The Creator is wiser than His creation – (Isa. 55:6-11; Rom 1:18-23)

a. Isaiah 55:6-11 ---- 6 Seek the LORD while He may be found, Call upon Him while He is
near. 7 Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; Let him return
to the LORD, And He will have mercy on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly
pardon. 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the
LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways higher than your
ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow
from heaven, And do not return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud,
That it may give seed to the sower And bread to the eater, 11 So shall My word be that goes
forth from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please,
And it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

b. Romans 1:18-23 ---- 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness,19
because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them.20
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse,21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.22
Professing to be wise, they became fools,23 and changed the glory of the incorruptible God
into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed animals and creeping
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things.
3. God has given us the scriptures to guide us - (John 16:13; 1 Cor. 2:6-16; 2 Tim. 3:16,17).

a. John 16:13 ---- 13 “However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will guide you into
all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He hears He will speak;
and He will tell you things to come.

b. 1 Corinthians 2:6-16 ---- 6 However, we speak wisdom among those who are mature, yet
not the wisdom of this age, nor of the rulers of this age, who are coming to nothing.7 But we
speak the wisdom of God in a mystery, the hidden wisdom which God ordained before the
ages for our glory,8 which none of the rulers of this age knew; for had they known, they
would not have crucified the Lord of glory.9 But as it is written: “Eye has not seen, nor ear
heard, Nor have entered into the heart of man The things which God has prepared for those
who love Him.” 10 But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit
searches all things, yes, the deep things of God.11 For what man knows the things of a man
except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except
the Spirit of God.12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is
from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God.13 These
things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit
teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual.14 But the natural man does not receive the
things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because
they are spiritually discerned.15 But he who is spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is
rightly judged by no one.16 For “who has known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct
Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

c. 2 Timothy 3:16-17 ---- 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,17 that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

B. His words are alive and powerful -(Heb. 4:11-12).- 11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest,
lest anyone fall according to the same example of disobedience.12 For the word of God is living and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and
of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.
1. God Is not the Idle Clock-smith:

a. Many have the idea that God made and wound the clock but set it on the shelf to run.
b. Jehovah has a very keen interest in us (Jer. 10:23).

(1) Jeremiah 10:23 ---- 23 O LORD, I know the way of man is not in himself; It is not in
man who walks to direct his own steps.

2. Our God Has Not Left Us without A Guide
a. We have the mind of Christ (1 Cor. 2:16)

(1) 1 Corinthians 2:16 ---- 16 For “who has known the mind of the LORD that he may
instruct Him?” But we have the mind of Christ.

b. We have a mirror to the soul (James 1:21-25)
(1) James 1:21-25 ---- 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and

receive with meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls.22 But be
doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.23 For if anyone is a hearer
of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural face in a mirror;24 for
he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of man he was.25
But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful
hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

c. We have a discerner of the soul (Heb. 4:11-12) 
(1) Hebrews 4:11-12 ---- 11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall
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according to the same example of disobedience.12 For the word of God is living and
powerful, and sharper than any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul
and spirit, and of joints and marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the
heart.

III. Man To Know Everything
A. Ignorance is a legitimate concern - (Hos. 4:6). — 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.

Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you
have forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children.
1. Some things remain a mystery - (Deut. 29:29;  Mat. 24:36).

a. Deuteronomy 29:29 ---- 29 “The secret things belong to the LORD our God, but those things
which are revealed belong to us and to our children forever, that we may do all the words of
this law.

b. Matthew 24:36 ---- 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of
heaven, but My Father only.

2. We must study to know what God has revealed - (Acts 17:11; 2 Tim. 2:15; Eph. 3:3-5; Heb.
5:12-14).
a. Acts 17:11---- 11 These were more fair-minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they

received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily to find out whether
these things were so.

b. 2 Timothy 2:15 ---- 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does
not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

c. Ephesians 3:3-5 ---- 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I have
briefly written already,4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in the
mystery of Christ),5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has
now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

d. Hebrews 5:12-14 ---- 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need
someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to
need milk and not solid food.13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, for he is a babe.14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age,
that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

e. Some things are unrevealed (Mt. 24:36)
(1) Matthew 24:36 ---- 36 “But of that day and hour no one knows, not even the angels of

heaven, but My Father only.
B. “I don’t know enough…”

1. However, we must study (Heb. 5:12-14)
a. Hebrews 5:12-14 ---- 12 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you need

someone to teach you again the first principles of the oracles of God; and you have come to
need milk and not solid food.13 For everyone who partakes only of milk is unskilled in the
word of righteousness, for he is a babe.14 But solid food belongs to those who are of full age,
that is, those who by reason of use have their senses exercised to discern both good and evil.

b. We will never know it all (Isa. 55:8-9)
(1) Isaiah 55:8-9 ---- 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My

ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways
higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts. 

c. But we can know what we are supposed to know (Isa. 55:10-11; 2 Tim. 2:15; 3:15-17)
(1) Isaiah 55:10-11 ---- 10 “For as the rain comes down, and the snow from heaven, And

do not return there, But water the earth, And make it bring forth and bud, That it may
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give seed to the sower And bread to the eater, 11 So shall My word be that goes forth
from My mouth; It shall not return to Me void, But it shall accomplish what I please, And
it shall prosper in the thing for which I sent it.

(2) 2 Timothy 2:15 ---- 15 Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who
does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.

(3) 2 Timothy 3:15-17 ---- 15 and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures,
which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus.16
All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof,
for correction, for instruction in righteousness,17 that the man of God may be complete,
thoroughly equipped for every good work.

IV. Us To Be Free of Burdens: “Become a Christian & your troubles will go away…”?
A. Christianity will NOT solve ALL of your problems!

1. There will be persecutions (Acts 14:22; 2 Tim. 3:12).
a. Acts 14:22 ---- 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the

faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”
b. 2 Timothy 3:12 ---- 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer

persecution.
c. There will be trials (1 Cor. 7:28).

(1) 1 Corinthians 7:28 ---- 28 But even if you do marry, you have not sinned; and if a virgin
marries, she has not sinned. Nevertheless such will have trouble in the flesh, but I would
spare you.

d. There will be hardships (2 Cor. 8:2).
(1) 2 Corinthians 8:2 ---- 2 that in a great trial of affliction the abundance of their joy and

their deep poverty abounded in the riches of their liberality.
e. There will be consequences (Gal. 6:5).

(1) Galatians 6:5 ---- 5 For each one shall bear his own load.
B. God allows trials - (1 Pet. 1:7; Jam. 1:2-3).

1. 1 Peter 1:7 ---- 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that
perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of
Jesus Christ,

2. James 1:2-3 ---- 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials,3 knowing that
the testing of your faith produces patience.

3. God does not send these, but He does allow them to come.
a. His intent is our perfection and ultimate salvation (Rev. 2:10; Rom. 2:7, 10).

(1) Revelation 2:10 ---- 10 “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and
you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown
of life.

(2) Romans 2:7,10 ---- 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek
for glory, honor, and immortality;

(3) vrs 10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the Jew first
and also to the Greek.

C. God helps us - (Heb 13:5,6; Psa. 33:20).
1. Hebrews 13:5-6 ---- 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things

as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”6 So we may
boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not fear. What can man do to me?”

2. Psalm 33:20 ---- 20 Our soul waits for the LORD; He is our help and our shield.
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3. He will deliver us from the evil one (Mt. 6:13).---- 13 And do not lead us into temptation, But
deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the kingdom and the power and the glory forever.
Amen.
a. He will open a way of escape (1 Cor. 10:13).

(1) 1 Corinthians 10:13 ---- 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common
to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are
able, but with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to
bear it.

b. He will forgive our trespasses (1 Jn. 1:7-10).
(1) 1 John 1:7-10 ---- 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship

with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.8 If we
say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us.9 If we confess
our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word
is not in us.

V. Us To Redeem Ourselves
A. “I’m Not Good Enough…”

1. We have all sinned (Rom. 3:23; Isa. 64:6).
a. Romans 3:23 ---- 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
b. Isaiah 64:6 ---- 6 But we are all like an unclean thing, And all our righteousnesses are like

filthy rags; We all fade as a leaf, And our iniquities, like the wind, Have taken us away.
c. We can never work our way to heaven (Eph. 2:8-9; Rom. 3:27-28).

(1) Ephesians 2:8-9 ---- 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God,9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

(2) Romans 3:27-28 ---- 27 Where is boasting then? It is excluded. By what law? Of works?
No, but by the law of faith.28 Therefore we conclude that a man is justified by faith apart
from the deeds of the law.

B. Salvation Is by Grace (Eph. 2:5) ---- 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved),
1. It is a gift and undeserved - (Eph. 2:8; Rom. 6:23; 2 Cor. 9:15; Titus 2:11-14; 3:3-5).

a. Ephesians 2:8 ---- 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of
yourselves; it is the gift of God,

b. Romans 6:23 ---- 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in Christ
Jesus our Lord.

c. 2 Corinthians 9:15 ---- 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift! 
d. Titus 2:11-14 ---- 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,12

teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly, righteously,
and godly in the present age,13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of our
great God and Savior Jesus Christ,14 who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us
from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people, zealous for good
works.

e. Titus 3:3-5 ---- 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving
various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.4 But
when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared,5 not by works of
righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

2. It is conditional – (Mar. 16:16) ---- 16 “He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
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who does not believe will be condemned.
3. It is Heaven sent (2 Cor. 9:15). ---- 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

VI. Too Much From Any Man
A. What does God require of you?

1. To do justly – (Mat 7:12; Rom 1:16,17; Jam 2:14-24)
a. Matthew 7:12 ---- 12 “Therefore, whatever you want men to do to you, do also to them, for

this is the Law and the Prophets.
b. Romans 1:16-17 ---- 16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of

God to salvation for everyone who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek.17 For
in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, “The just shall
live by faith.”

c. James 2:14-24 ---- 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does
not have works? Can faith save him?15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily
food,16 and one of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do
not give them the things which are needed for the body, what does it profit?17 Thus also
faith by itself, if it does not have works, is dead.18 But someone will say, “You have faith,
and I have works.” Show me your faith without your works, and I will show you my faith by
my works.19 You believe that there is one God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and
tremble!20 But do you want to know, O foolish man, that faith without works is dead?21
Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar?22
Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and by works faith was made
perfect?23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed God, and it was
accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God.24 You see then
that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only.

d. To love mercy – (Mt. 5:7; 6:12-15; 9:13; Eph 4:32)
(1) Matthew 5:7 ---- 7 Blessed are the merciful, For they shall obtain mercy.
(2) Matthew 6:12-15 ---- 12 And forgive us our debts, As we forgive our debtors. 13 And

do not lead us into temptation, But deliver us from the evil one. For Yours is the
kingdom and the power and the glory forever. Amen. 14 “For if you forgive men their
trespasses, your heavenly Father will also forgive you.15 “But if you do not forgive men
their trespasses, neither will your Father forgive your trespasses.

(3) Matthew 9:13 ---- 13 “But go and learn what this means: ‘I desire mercy and not
sacrifice.’ For I did not come to call the righteous, but sinners, to repentance.”

(4) Ephesians 4:32 ---- 32 And be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another,
just as God in Christ forgave you.

2. To walk humbly with God – (Mat 5:3; Rom 10:1-3; James 4:6-10)
a. Matthew 5:3 ---- 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven.
b. Romans 10:1-3 ---- Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may

be saved.2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to
knowledge.3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and seeking to establish their
own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.

c. James 4:6-10 ---- 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud, But
gives grace to the humble.” 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from
you.8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and
purify your hearts, you double-minded.9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom.10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and
He will lift you up.
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3. God does not require too much …
a. His commandments are NOT grievous (1 Jn. 5:1-3).

(1) 1 John 5:1-3 ---- Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone
who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him.2 By this we know that
we love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments.3 For this
is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not
burdensome.

b. Following His will is easy on us and light (Mt. 11:28-30).
(1) Matthew 11:28-30 ---- 28 “Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I

will give you rest.29 “Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me, for I am gentle and
lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls.30 “For My yoke is easy and My
burden is light.”

c. His commandments are for our good – (Prov. 3:17; Ps. 19:7-11; 119:2; Luke 11:28; Rev
22:14) 
(1) Proverbs 3:17 ---- 17 Her ways are ways of pleasantness, And all her paths are peace.
(2) Psalm 19:7-11 ---- 7 The law of the LORD is perfect, converting the soul; The testimony

of the LORD is sure, making wise the simple; 8 The statutes of the LORD are right,
rejoicing the heart; The commandment of the LORD is pure, enlightening the eyes; 9 The
fear of the LORD is clean, enduring forever; The judgments of the LORD are true and
righteous altogether. 10 More to be desired are they than gold, Yea, than much fine gold;
Sweeter also than honey and the honeycomb. 11 Moreover by them Your servant is
warned, And in keeping them there is great reward.

(3) Psalm 119:2 ---- 2 Blessed are those who keep His testimonies,  Who seek Him with the
whole heart!

(4) Luke 11:28 ---- 28 But He said, “More than that, blessed are those who hear the word
of God and keep it!” 

(5) Revelation 22:14 ---- 14 Blessed are those who do His commandments, that they may
have the right to the tree of life, and may enter through the gates into the city.

VII. Conclusion:
A. God Does Not Expect:

1. You To Figure It Out Alone
2. You To Know It All
3. You To Be Free of Burdens
4. You To Redeem Yourself
5. Too Much From You

B. But He Does expect You to Be Obedient If you want to go to heaven.
1. H+B+R+C+B = Sal
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