
GIVING OUR BEST TO GOD
Proverbs 3:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Honor the LORD with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all
your increase; 10 So your barns will be filled with plenty, And your vats will overflow with new wine.

Intro.
A. Welcome to 2022 ---- as it goes with New Years - many a New Years Resolution is written, goals

to be achieved, wishes to become reality and overall things we want to do.
1. Sadly, even as this is only the 2nd day of the year some of these resolutions have already been

broken.
2. What I propose here today, is that we make a SINGLE RESOLUTION for our spiritual well

being and that is to determine in our hearts and our minds the ATTITUDE of Giving OUR
VERY BEST TO GOD ALWAYS!

3. I begin with this attitude because it is the very heart of Heaven.
a. When God created man - He never wanted the worst for Man - but the very best.

(1) The Godhead did not put man in a desert and say figure it out - but in a Garden - A
Garden called Eden.   I can only imagine how perfect this enviroment must have
been - because God and Man dwelt in harmony and perfect unity - that is until Satan
came along and destroyed everything.

(2) With Sin now in the world once again - God looks out for mans best. 
b. Note carefully Genesis 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 And I will put enmity Between you and the

woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, And you shall
bruise His heel.” - this is the first promise of the Messiah - the Savior of the  world.
(1) Once again, God does not look around what is left from the turmoil with Satan and 

his angels - then say “OK - I guess you will have to go at sometime and suffer so our
creation can have a hope of getting back to us”

(2) Nope - His very own SON - the creator of the world himself would come - John
3:16  (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten
Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. -- not
2nd , not 5th  - but HIS ONE AND ONLY - (only begotten) monogenes.

c. Again in Exodus - God brings out His people - they think it is to die in a desert - but God
is bringing them to a land of “MILK and HONEY”.

4. This is attitude of GOD towards mankind is not a new concept but a Biblical one shown to
be true thru the ages. 

B. Now, having said this - at the start of this YEAR - let us begin with ......
1. Honoring God that is done with our best-"firstfruits" of increase (best of harvest, because it

is the earliest).
2. THE BEST of the BEST ..... nothing less.

C. To honor Him in this manner is to increase one's own blessings, as taught in Malachi 3 and 2 Cor.
9.
1. Malachi 3:8–15 (NKJV) — 8 “Will a man rob God? Yet you have robbed Me! But you say,

‘In what way have we robbed You?’ In tithes and offerings. 9 You are cursed with a curse,
For you have robbed Me, Even this whole nation. 10 Bring all the tithes into the storehouse,
That there may be food in My house, And try Me now in this,” Says the LORD of hosts, “If
I will not open for you the windows of heaven And pour out for you such blessing That there
will not be room enough to receive it. 11 “And I will rebuke the devourer for your sakes, So
that he will not destroy the fruit of your ground, Nor shall the vine fail to bear fruit for you
in the field,” Says the LORD of hosts; 12 And all nations will call you blessed, For you will
be a delightful land,” Says the LORD of hosts. 13 “Your words have been harsh against Me,”
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Says the LORD, Yet you say, ‘What have we spoken against You?’ 14 You have said, ‘It is
useless to serve God; What profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, And that we have
walked as mourners Before the LORD of hosts? 15 So now we call the proud blessed, For
those who do wickedness are raised up; They even tempt God and go free.’ ”

2. 2 Corinthians 9:6–15 (NKJV) — 6 But this I say: He who sows sparingly will also reap
sparingly, and he who sows bountifully will also reap bountifully. 7 So let each one give as
he purposes in his heart, not grudgingly or of necessity; for God loves a cheerful giver. 8 And
God is able to make all grace abound toward you, that you, always having all sufficiency in
all things, may have an abundance for every good work. 9 As it is written: “He has dispersed
abroad, He has given to the poor; His righteousness endures forever.” 10 Now may He who
supplies seed to the sower, and bread for food, supply and multiply the seed you have sown
and increase the fruits of your righteousness, 11 while you are enriched in everything for all
liberality, which causes thanksgiving through us to God. 12 For the administration of this
service not only supplies the needs of the saints, but also is abounding through many
thanksgivings to God, 13 while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the
obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them
and all men, 14 and by their prayer for you, who long for you because of the exceeding grace
of God in you. 15 Thanks be to God for His indescribable gift!

D. We study today some basic principles related to presenting our very best efforts in Divine service.

I. Priority of the Kingdom. (We sing the song - seek ye 1st the Kingdom of God and His righteousness)
beautiful song with wonderful words - but it must be real in the hearts of His Children.
A. The kingdom of God must come first in my life, - Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) — 33 But seek first the

kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
1. Whatever God requires must receive the priority demanded by His person, character and

worthiness.  
2. If spiritual matters are more important than physical ones, then my approach (attitude,

manner) to them must also receive priority.
B. Remember a divided mind/heart is not pleasing to God.

1. It is referred to as having a double mind. James 1:7-8; 4:8
a. James 1:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything

from the Lord; 8 he is a double-minded man, unstable in all his ways.
b. James 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your

hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
2. You can’t serve two MASTERS. Matthew 6:24 (NKJV) — 24 “No one can serve two

masters; for either he will hate the one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one
and despise the other. You cannot serve God and mammon.
a. You cant be Spiritually minded and worldly minded at the same time.   

(1) It is like one trying to stand in darkness and light at the same time.
b. The very definition of darkness is the absence of light.

3. Let us be single minded in our service to the King and in His Kingdom this year.

II. Sanctification to God.
A. My life must be dedicated to Him, Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren,

by the mercies of God, that you present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God,
which is your reasonable service. 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by
the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will
of God.
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1. Every sacrifice in the Old Testament had the highest of standards.
2. Malachi 1:6–14 (NKJV) — 6 “A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am

the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My reverence? Says the
LORD of hosts To you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we
despised Your name?’ 7 “You offer defiled food on My altar, But say, ‘In what way have
we defiled You?’ By saying, ‘The table of the LORD is contemptible.’ 8 And when you
offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, Is it
not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he
accept you favorably?” Says the LORD of hosts. 9 “But now entreat God’s favor, That He
may be gracious to us. While this is being done by your hands, Will He accept you
favorably?” Says the LORD of hosts. 10 “Who is there even among you who would shut the
doors, So that you would not kindle fire on My altar in vain? I have no pleasure in you,” Says
the LORD of hosts, “Nor will I accept an offering from your hands. 11 For from the rising of
the sun, even to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; In every place
incense shall be offered to My name, And a pure offering; For My name shall be great among
the nations,” Says the LORD of hosts. 12 “But you profane it, In that you say, ‘The table of
the LORD is defiled; And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.’ 13 You also say, ‘Oh, what a
weariness!’ And you sneer at it,” Says the LORD of hosts. “And you bring the stolen, the
lame, and the sick; Thus you bring an offering! Should I accept this from your hand?” Says
the LORD. 14 “But cursed be the deceiver Who has in his flock a male, And takes a vow, But
sacrifices to the Lord what is blemished— For I am a great King,” Says the LORD of hosts,
“And My name is to be feared among the nations.

B. When we come to this realization - that the very breath we breath comes because of God - we will
realize nothing exists outside of Him.
1. Because God's mercy is the motivating factor, I should desire to "present" my body and my

life to Him.
a. Not leavened with sin or second best but as He desires - the very Best.  

2. Only His standards apply-holy, acceptable.

III. Voluntary Effort.  2 Corinthians 8:12 (NKJV) — 12 For if there is first a willing mind, it is accepted
according to what one has, and not according to what he does not have. ---- Psalm 110:3 (NKJV) —
3 Your people shall be volunteers In the day of Your power; In the beauties of holiness, from the womb
of the morning, You have the dew of Your youth.
A. There must be first a willing mind to serve,.

1. In the earlier verses, Paul showed how the Macedonian Christians had shown their
willingness-abounding liberality out of deep poverty, giving beyond their power, first gave
selves to the Lord, 

2. Paul's appeal to abound in this grace as in others, measure of the sincerity of their love,
Christ's self-sacrifice.

B. Our prime example of this is the Son of God Himself - who left heaven for us.

IV. Best to God.
A. Nothing defiled or tainted pertained to divine service, Lev. 22:21, 25, 32.

1. Leviticus 22:21 (NKJV) — 21 And whoever offers a sacrifice of a peace offering to the
LORD, to fulfill his vow, or a freewill offering from the cattle or the sheep, it must be perfect
to be accepted; there shall be no defect in it.

2. Leviticus 22:25 (NKJV) — 25 Nor from a foreigner’s hand shall you offer any of these as the
bread of your God, because their corruption is in them, and defects are in them. They shall not
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be accepted on your behalf.’ ”
3. Leviticus 22:32 (NKJV) — 32 You shall not profane My holy name, but I will be hallowed

among the children of Israel. I am the LORD who sanctifies you,
B. God must be hallowed (treated as holy, reverend) among His people by their acceptable offerings.

1. God’s name must very be a by-word in our speech - NO - OMG’s or anything of that nature
should be found in the speech or posting of His children who are giving their very best to
Him.

C. This goes in every aspect of our daily lives, not just Sundays....

V. Human standards condemn some efforts.
A. God is worthy of at least as much honor as the governor, - Malachi 1:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 “A son

honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I am the Father, Where is My honor? And if
I am a Master, Where is My reverence? Says the LORD of hosts To you priests who despise My
name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we despised Your name?’ 7 “You offer defiled food on My
altar, But say, ‘In what way have we defiled You?’ By saying, ‘The table of the LORD is
contemptible.’ 8 And when you offer the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer
the lame and sick, Is it not evil? Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you?
Would he accept you favorably?” Says the LORD of hosts.
1.  If we would not think of treating our human superiors in such a shoddy way, then we ought

not to satisfy ourselves with such a level of divine service.
a. How we dress when we come to worship, versus work or any other functions we attend -

something to consider right!
2. Apply to attitude, diligence, punctuality, zeal, attire, etc.

B. As we look at these attitudes this year - we are going to talk about attendance, dress ect, ect.

VI. Personal Investment.
A. I should never offer to God something that I have not personally sacrificed, 2 Sam. 24:24.

1. 2 Samuel 24:24 (NKJV) — 24 Then the king said to Araunah, “No, but I will surely buy it
from you for a price; nor will I offer burnt offerings to the LORD my God with that which
costs me nothing.” So David bought the threshing floor and the oxen for fifty shekels of
silver.

2. The politician spends money like it is water - because it is not his - it comes from the tax
payer - mention the Elizabeth Warren and Elon Must controversy over his $ 12 billion dollar
tax bill he is to pay this year.

B. What I have received and would otherwise use, can be a sacrifice to God.  
1. What I would relegate to the trash heap (time, money, possession, effort), I should not

consider as sacrifice to God.
C. God is worthy of our 1st investment ---- Martin Luther ---- “Busy, busy, busy - I have so much to

do today and so little time - that I will begin with 3 hours of prayer.”
1. How many times have we been guilty - of forgoing this because we are “too busy”.

VII. Reverence Due to God: To be in God's presence is special, requiring special preparation, Ex.
3:5; 1 Pet. 2:5.

A. Exodus 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off your
feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.”
1. 1 Peter 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 you also, as living stones, are being built up a spiritual house, a holy

priesthood, to offer up spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
B. Christians are God's holy priesthood, holy nation, and special people, that they might show forth
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His excellencies.
C. In God's instructions to His O.T. priests, the Lord ordered special garments and observance to

prepare themselves and the sacrifices for offering to Him. 
1. Unconsidered worship and unkempt appearance, fit for the ball field or yard work, does not

belong in divine service.  
a. It may be that under certain conditions - we left the field to serve the Lord - as opposed

to going home and missing the gathering of the saints - but this is not the norm!
2. While God has given no uniform, the principles here considered show that we ought to think

higher of Him than to approach Him with inferior efforts and in shabby, ragged, or showy, or
indecent clothing, when we can do better.

D. How many hours do we prepare our children for the next school year - book, clothes, supplies ect
etc..... but when it comes to the Lord?

VIII. Some Common Practices Failing to Meet the Standard of Our Best
A. Leaving decisions about time and money given to the Lord until little of either remains: This

results in God getting the leftovers, not our best.
B. An indifferent approach to the service of God, because of the failure to dedicate oneself to Him

in the spirit of self-sacrifice: To many, religion is what we can get, not what we can give to the
Lord.

C. The necessity of constant reminding coaxing, and persuading, because one's neglect of the
voluntary spirit that ought to characterize all under Christ's reign: Too much elders' and preachers'
attention is consumed by a small segment of unconverted people in local churches.

D. Wearing ourselves out on Saturday, so that we have little stamina or steadfastness left for spiritual
pursuits on the Lord's Day: 
1. The practice of many Christians in bygone years, as they used Saturday, and especially

Saturday night, to prepare clothes, shoes, meals, and themselves for that special occasion of
worship, probably ought to be revived in many homes.
a. Growing up in South Africa they would roll up the sidewalks on Saturday at 12pm

exactly (figuratively speaking).
b. No sports, no stores open ---- nothing it was part of the Voortrekkers Vow to God. 

2. Let us not forget that it is the Lord's Day.  
a. Too many view Sunday as just another day, and its events as commonplace.
b. Sad to say that in some cases the work calendars today start with Monday being the 1st

day of the week.
(1) Such is the case of the Arab calendar.

E. Viewing the public services of the congregation as mundane, trivial events: 
1. Lukewarm attitudes, shabby dress, late arrival, and half-hearted worship betray the thinking

that an occasion of worship is not so special.
2. When late arrival is habit - we better take note!

F. Misunderstanding worship as a time of performance, entertainment, or inferior endeavor: 
1. In view of the reverence that God is due and our gladness in His presence, anything less than

our best degrades God, belittles fellow saints, reflects poorly on ourselves, and denigrates the
awe and dignity of the occasion.

IX. In Conclusion:
A. As we start 2022 - let us reflect on the past attitudes we have had - correct what needs to be

corrected and let us make 2022 the BEST YEAR OF OUR SERVICE TO GOD yet!
B. Every habit starts with the first step and this is a good habit to establish in our lives.
C. If you are not a Christian, God gave His very Best - His One And Only SON - for you!
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a. How, can you justify saying “thank you, but no thank you” to His Invitation.
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