
THIS IS A FAITHFUL SAYING - 2 Tim 2:11-13
Intro:

A. A “Faithful Saying” is one that is true
1. When dealing with the past – the saying is a matter of fact. 
2. When dealing with the future – the thing stated will surely come to pass!

B. Phrase appears in five passages in First and Second Timothy and Titus. 
1. 1 Tim 1:15; - (NKJV) 15 This is a faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus

came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.
2. 1 Timothy 3:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 This is a faithful saying: If a man desires the position of a bishop, he

desires a good work.
3. 1 Timothy 4:8-9 (NKJV) ---- 8 For bodily exercise profits a little, but godliness is profitable for all

things, having promise of the life that now is and of that which is to come. 9 This is a faithful saying
and worthy of all acceptance.

4. Titus 3:4-8 (NKJV) ---- 8 This is a faithful saying, and these things I want you to affirm constantly,
that those who have believed in God should be careful to maintain good works. These things are
good and profitable to men. (verses 4-7)

5. 2 Timothy 2:8-13 (NKJV) ---- 8 Remember that Jesus Christ, of the seed of David, was raised from
the dead according to my gospel, 9 for which I suffer trouble as an evildoer, even to the point of
chains; but the word of God is not chained. 10 Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect,
that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory. 11 This is a
faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him. 12 If we endure, We shall also
reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful;
He cannot deny Himself.

a. Romans 1:3 (NKJV) ---- 3 concerning His Son Jesus Christ our Lord, who was born of the seed
of David according to the flesh, 

b. Eph 1:3 ---- 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with
every spiritual blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

c. Romans 6:3 - 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were
baptized into His death?

d. Galatians 3:26,27 - 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.27 For as many
of you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

II. For if we died with Him, We shall also live with Him.
A. If – a first class condition – Denotes "if therefore," "if accordingly" (i.e., if in these circumstances . .

. not "if perchance," but marking a correspondence in point of fact).—Vine's Expository Dictionary
of Old and New Testament Words

1. Have you died with Christ?
B. Have you, by faith, been baptized into Christ? – (Acts 2:38; Gal. 3:26,27) - 38 Then Peter said to

them, “Repent, and let every one of you be baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of
sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit.

1. If so – you have died to sin, have thus died with Christ, (i.e. united with Him), and are spiritually
alive - " (Romans 6:1-8; Col. 2:11-13; 3:1-10; 2 Cor 5:17; cf. John 3:5; Titus 3:5)

a. Romans 6:1-8 ---- What shall we say then? Shall we continue in sin that grace may abound?2
Certainly not! How shall we who died to sin live any longer in it?3 Or do you not know that as
many of us as were baptized into Christ Jesus were baptized into His death?4 Therefore we were
buried with Him through baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the
glory of the Father, even so we also should walk in newness of life.5 For if we have been united
together in the likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,6
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knowing this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away
with, that we should no longer be slaves of sin.7 For he who has died has been freed from sin.8
Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,

b. Colossians 2:11-13 ---- 11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision made without
hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of Christ,12 buried with
Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in the working of God, who
raised Him from the dead.13 And you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of
your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

c. Colossians 3:1-10 ---- If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.2 Set your mind on things above, not on things on
the earth.3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.4 When Christ who is our life
appears, then you also will appear with Him in glory.5 Therefore put to death your members which
are on the earth: fornication, uncleanness, passion, evil desire, and covetousness, which is
idolatry.6 Because of these things the wrath of God is coming upon the sons of disobedience,7 in
which you yourselves once walked when you lived in them.8 But now you yourselves are to put
off all these: anger, wrath, malice, blasphemy, filthy language out of your mouth.9 Do not lie to
one another, since you have put off the old man with his deeds,10 and have put on the new man
who is renewed in knowledge according to the image of Him who created him,

d. 2 Corinthians 5:17 ---- 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have
passed away; behold, all things have become new.

2. Those who have “died with Christ” ARE ALIVE now – (Gal. 2:20; Eph. 2:1,5,6)
a. Galatians 2:20 ---- 20 “I have been crucified with Christ; it is no longer I who live, but Christ

lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved
me and gave Himself for me.

b. Ephesians 2:1,5-6 ---- And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins,
(1) vrs 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you

have been saved),
(2) vrs 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in Christ Jesus,

c. “We shall also live with Him” – (Rom 6:5,8; Col 3:1-3)
(1) Romans 6:5,8 ---- 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death, certainly

we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection,
(a) vrs 8 Now if we died with Christ, we believe that we shall also live with Him,

(2) Colossians 3:1-3 ---- If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which are above,
where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God.2 Set your mind on things above, not on things
on the earth.3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.

C. Living with Christ now and then is contingent on remaining dead to sin – (Romans 8:10-13)
1. Romans 8:10-13 ---- 10 And if Christ is in you, the body is dead because of sin, but the Spirit is life

because of righteousness.11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you,
He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His Spirit who
dwells in you. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live according to the
flesh.13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit you put to death the
deeds of the body, you will live.

III. If we endure, We shall also reign with Him.
A. Endure – “To abide under, to bear up courageously" (under suffering), . . . translated "patient;" 1 Cor.

13:7; 2 Tim. 2:10, 12 (AV, "suffer"); . . . It has its other significance, "to tarry, wait for, await," in
Luke 2:43; Acts 17:14 (in some mss., Rom. 8:24).—Vine's Expository Dictionary of Old and New
Testament Words

Page 2 of  7



B. Our life in Christ often involves hardship - Jn 15:20; Ac 14:22; 2 Tim 3:12 
1. John 15:20 ---- 20 “Remember the word that I said to you, ‘A servant is not greater than his master.’

If they persecuted Me, they will also persecute you. If they kept My word, they will keep yours also.
2. Acts 14:22 ---- 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the faith,

and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”
3. 2 Timothy 3:12 ---- 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer persecution.
4. Thus the need for endurance and perseverance - Heb 10:36; Matt 10:22 

a. Hebrews 10:36 ---- 36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done the will of
God, you may receive the promise:

b. Matthew 10:22 ---- 22 “And you will be hated by all for My name’s sake. But he who endures to
the end will be saved.

5. Are you willing to endure hardship to receive the promises..? - Heb 6:11-12 
a. Hebrews 6:11-12 ---- 11 And we desire that each one of you show the same diligence to the full

assurance of hope until the end,12 that you do not become sluggish, but imitate those who through
faith and patience inherit the promises.

C. Reigning With Christ Now – 
1. Over sin – Rom 5:17; 6:9-12

a. Romans 5:17 ---- 17 For if by the one man’s offense death reigned through the one, much more
those who receive abundance of grace and of the gift of righteousness will reign in life through the
One, Jesus Christ.)

b. Romans 6:9-12 ---- 9 knowing that Christ, having been raised from the dead, dies no more. Death
no longer has dominion over Him.10 For the death that He died, He died to sin once for all; but
the life that He lives, He lives to God.11 Likewise you also, reckon yourselves to be dead indeed
to sin, but alive to God in Christ Jesus our Lord.12 Therefore do not let sin reign in your mortal
body, that you should obey it in its lusts.

2. Translated into the kingdom of Christ – Col 1:13
a. Colossians 1:13 ---- 13 He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the

kingdom of the Son of His love,
3. We have been raised up to sit in heavenly places – Eph. 2:4-7 

a. Ephesians 2:4-7 ---- 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He
loved us,5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you
have been saved),6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly places in
Christ Jesus,7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His grace in His
kindness toward us in Christ Jesus.

4. We ARE kings & priest NOW – Rev 1:5, 9; 5:9,10
a. Revelation 1:5,9 ---- 5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and

the ruler over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own
blood,

(1) Vrs 9 I, John, both your brother and companion in the tribulation and kingdom and patience of
Jesus Christ, was on the island that is called Patmos for the word of God and for the testimony
of Jesus Christ.

b. Revelation 5:9-10 ---- 9 And they sang a new song, saying: “You are worthy to take the scroll,
And to open its seals; For You were slain, And have redeemed us to God by Your blood Out of
every tribe and tongue and people and nation, 10 And have made us kings and priests to our God;
And we shall reign on the earth.”

D. Will Reign With Christ Forever – 
1. Culminates in glory in the eternal state - Rev 22:5

a. Revelation 22:5 ---- 5 There shall be no night there: They need no lamp nor light of the sun, for
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the Lord God gives them light. And they shall reign forever and ever.
2. The glory promised to all who are faithful to Christ – Rom 8:18-39

a. Romans 8:18-39 ---- 18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to
be compared with the glory which shall be revealed in us.19 For the earnest expectation of the
creation eagerly waits for the revealing of the sons of God.20 For the creation was subjected to
futility, not willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope;21 because the creation itself
also will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God.22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together until
now.23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we ourselves groan
within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our body.24 For we were
saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one still hope for what he
sees?25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it with perseverance.26
Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know what we should pray for as
we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with groanings which cannot be
uttered.27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind of the Spirit is, because He
makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.28 And we know that all things work
together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.29
For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He
might be the firstborn among many brethren.30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also
called; whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified.
31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?32 He who did
not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give
us all things?33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies.34 Who is
he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right
hand of God, who also makes intercession for us.35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ?
Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword?36 As it
is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us.38 For I am
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present
nor things to come,39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

3. Motivation for Paul’s endurance – 2 Cor. 4:8-18
a. 2 Corinthians 4:8-18 ---- 8 We are hard pressed on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed,

but not in despair;9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—10 always
carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested
in our body.11 For we who live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus
also may be manifested in our mortal flesh.12 So then death is working in us, but life in you.13
And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore
I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak,14 knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus
will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you.15 For all things are for your sakes,
that grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God.
16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward man
is being renewed day by day.17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for
us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,18 while we do not look at the things which
are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the
things which are not seen are eternal.

IV. If we deny Him, He also will deny us.
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A. Ways We Can Deny The Lord
1. Refuse to confess Him, or being ashamed of Him – 2 Tim 1:8; Mt 26:35, 75

a. 2 Timothy 1:8 ----8 Therefore do not be ashamed of the testimony of our Lord, nor of me His
prisoner, but share with me in the sufferings for the gospel according to the power of God,

b. Matthew 26:35,75 ---- 35 Peter said to Him, “Even if I have to die with You, I will not deny
You!” And so said all the disciples.

(1) vrs 75 And Peter remembered the word of Jesus who had said to him, “Before the rooster crows,
you will deny Me three times.” So he went out and wept bitterly.

2. By works – Tit 1:16; Jude 1:4
a. Titus 1:16 ---- 16 They profess to know God, but in works they deny Him, being abominable,

disobedient, and disqualified for every good work.
b. Jude 4 ---- 4 For certain men have crept in unnoticed, who long ago were marked out for this

condemnation, ungodly men, who turn the grace of our God into lewdness and deny the only Lord
God and our Lord Jesus Christ.

3. Denying the faith – Rev 2:13
a. Revelation 2:13 ---- 13 “I know your works, and where you dwell, where Satan’s throne is. And

you hold fast to My name, and did not deny My faith even in the days in which Antipas was My
faithful martyr, who was killed among you, where Satan dwells.

4. To deny Christ’s nature – 1 John 2:22,23
a. 1 John 2:22-23 ---- 22 Who is a liar but he who denies that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist

who denies the Father and the Son. 23 Whoever denies the Son does not have the Father either;
he who acknowledges the Son has the Father also.

5. Failing to turn away from sin –
6. Following the doctrines of men rather than Christ –
7. Will worship instead of submitting to Christ’s authority
8. SILENCE – Acts 4:20

a. Acts 4:20 ---- 20 “For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard.”
B. He Will Deny US!!

1. He currently denies those who deny Him – 1 John 4:15
a. 1 John 4:15 ---- 15 Whoever confesses that Jesus is the Son of God, God abides in him, and he

in God.
2. On the day of judgment Jesus will deny all who did not confess Him – Luke 9:26; 13:27; 10:32-33;

Mk 8:38; 
a. Luke 9:26 ---- 26 “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words, of him the Son of Man will be

ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and of the holy angels.
b. Luke 13:27 ---- 27 “But He will say, ‘I tell you I do not know you, where you are from. Depart

from Me, all you workers of iniquity.’
c. Luke 10:32-33 ---- 32 “Likewise a Levite, when he arrived at the place, came and looked, and

passed by on the other side.33 “But a certain Samaritan, as he journeyed, came where he was. And
when he saw him, he had compassion.

d. Mark 8:38 ---- 38 “For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words in this adulterous and sinful
generation, of him the Son of Man also will be ashamed when He comes in the glory of His Father
with the holy angels.”

3. To disobey is to be denied – Mt 7:21-23; 25:41; 2 John 1:9; 
a. Matthew 7:21-23 ---- 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom

of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.22 “Many will say to Me in that day,
‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name, and done many
wonders in Your name?’23 “And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me,
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you who practice lawlessness!’
b. Matthew 25:41 ---- 41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you

cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:
c. 2 John 9 ---- 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have

God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

V. If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself.
A. Refers not to the mere failure to believe – but unfaithfulness 

1. Wuest – “If we are untrue to the Lord Jesus in our Christian lives,’ is the idea.”
2. It is possible to develop an evil heart of unbelief – Heb. 3:12-14

a. Hebrews 3:12-14 ---- 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of unbelief in
departing from the living God;13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any
of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.14 For we have become partakers of Christ if
we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,

3.  cf. Matt. 25:24-30; 2 Tim 4:7; Rev 2:10; 
a. Matthew 25:24-30 ---- 24 “Then he who had received the one talent came and said, ‘Lord, I knew

you to be a hard man, reaping where you have not sown, and gathering where you have not
scattered seed.25 ‘And I was afraid, and went and hid your talent in the ground. Look, there you
have what is yours.’26 “But his lord answered and said to him, ‘You wicked and lazy servant, you
knew that I reap where I have not sown, and gather where I have not scattered seed.27 ‘So you
ought to have deposited my money with the bankers, and at my coming I would have received back
my own with interest.28 ‘Therefore take the talent from him, and give it to him who has ten
talents.29 ‘For to everyone who has, more will be given, and he will have abundance; but from him
who does not have, even what he has will be taken away.30 ‘And cast the unprofitable servant into
the outer darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.’

b. 2 Timothy 4:7 ---- 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
c. Revelation 2:10 ---- 10 “Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer. Indeed, the

devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will have
tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

B. He Remains Faithful!!
1. Not  to be understood, (as some have), that those unfaithful will be saved anyway. 
2. Rather – Jesus will be faithful to His word – the faithful will be saved - The unfaithful cannot hope

to be saved!
3. For those who persist in sin and unbelief, their condemnation is sure – Mat 7:21-23; 2 Thess. 1:7-9

a. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord Jesus
is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels,8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who
do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.9 These shall
be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His
power,

4. For those willing to repent, His promise of longsuffering and mercy provides hope! – Matt. 18:21-
22; 1 John 1:9

a. Matthew 18:21-22 ---- 21 Then Peter came to Him and said, “Lord, how often shall my brother
sin against me, and I forgive him? Up to seven times?”22 Jesus said to him, “I do not say to you,
up to seven times, but up to seventy times seven.

C. He Cannot Deny Himself!!
1. Eternal life is promised ONLY to the obedient – (Heb 5:8,9)

a. Hebrews 5:8-9 ---- 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He
suffered.9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey
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Him,
2. For the unfaithful person to be saved – Jesus would have to deny His own words, (Mat 7:23; 25:31-

46; Heb 6:17,18)
a. Matthew 25:31-46 ---- 31 “When the Son of Man comes in His glory, and all the holy angels with

Him, then He will sit on the throne of His glory.32 “All the nations will be gathered before Him,
and He will separate them one from another, as a shepherd divides his sheep from the goats.33
“And He will set the sheep on His right hand, but the goats on the left.34 “Then the King will say
to those on His right hand, ‘Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you
from the foundation of the world:35 ‘for I was hungry and you gave Me food; I was thirsty and you
gave Me drink; I was a stranger and you took Me in;36 ‘I was naked and you clothed Me; I was
sick and you visited Me; I was in prison and you came to Me.’37 “Then the righteous will answer
Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry and feed You, or thirsty and give You drink?38
‘When did we see You a stranger and take You in, or naked and clothe You?39 ‘Or when did we
see You sick, or in prison, and come to You?’40 “And the King will answer and say to them,
‘Assuredly, I say to you, inasmuch as you did it to one of the least of these My brethren, you did
it to Me.’41 “Then He will also say to those on the left hand, ‘Depart from Me, you cursed, into
the everlasting fire prepared for the devil and his angels:42 ‘for I was hungry and you gave Me no
food; I was thirsty and you gave Me no drink;43 ‘I was a stranger and you did not take Me in,
naked and you did not clothe Me, sick and in prison and you did not visit Me.’44 “Then they also
will answer Him, saying, ‘Lord, when did we see You hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or
sick or in prison, and did not minister to You?’45 “Then He will answer them, saying, ‘Assuredly,
I say to you, inasmuch as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to Me.’46
“And these will go away into everlasting punishment, but the righteous into eternal life.”

b. Hebrews 6:17-18 ---- 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs of promise
the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath,18 that by two immutable things, in which
it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay
hold of the hope set before us.

3. He would have to deny His holiness – (2 Cor. 6:14-7:1)
a. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 ---- 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what

fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness?15
And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever?16 And
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God. As
God has said:  “I will dwell in them  And walk among them. I will be their God, And they shall be
My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be separate, says the Lord. Do not
touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be a Father to you, And you shall be My
sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.” Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us
cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

VI. Conclusion - Have You Died With Christ?
A. 2 Timothy 2:11-13 (NKJV) - 11 This is a faithful saying: For if we died with Him, We shall also live

with Him. 12 If we endure, We shall also reign with Him. If we deny Him, He also will deny us. 13
If we are faithless, He remains faithful; He cannot deny Himself. 

B. Have You Died With Christ? – Having died to sin and thus alive to God?
1. Are you enduring – Are you living victoriously over sin?
2. Are you living a life that Confesses Christ? – Do you want to be denied by Him?
3. Are you faithful to Christ? If not – you will be condemned!!
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