
What God Expects From The Taught 
 
Introduction 

A. (Matthew 28:18-20 NKJV) ---- (18) Then Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, "All authority has
been given to Me in heaven and on earth. (19) ‘Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations,
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (20) "teaching them
to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, {even} to the end
of the age." Amen. 
1. In teaching about the essential elements of discipleship, we understand that Jesus expected His

disciples to execute this great Commission. 
a. No one can successfully contend that this was not a directive given here by Jesus with the

full expectation of it being carried out. 
b. Jesus EXPECTED execution! 

2. He promised them the means of execution He expected it to happen. 
B. (John 6:44-45 NKJV) ---- (44) "No one can come to Me unless the Father who sent Me draws him;

and I will raise him up at the last day. (45) "It is written in the prophets, ̀ And they shall all be taught
by God.' Therefore everyone who has heard and learned from the Father comes to Me. 
1. The common element here between the giving of the command and the promise is that the

recipients of both are TAUGHT. 
2. Taught by God of the things Jesus had said. 

a. If we seek God, we must be taught by Him 
b. If we seek God, we can only find Him through His Son Jesus Christ. 

3. It may be that the problem in the world in regard to Jesus Christ is that the majority has not and
does not seek God. 

C. What, then, does God expect from those who are taught the Gospel? 

II. From The Taught, God Expects . . . . 
A. Application 

1. The Gospel of Christ is extremely personal. 
a. Everyone must make a personal application of the things he hears from the gospel. 
b. We get real good from time to time at hearing some truth and thinking about how good it

would be for someone else to have heard it. 
2. (Matthew 26:21-22 NKJV) ---- Now as they were eating, He said, "Assuredly, I say to you, one

of you will betray Me." (22) And they were exceedingly sorrowful, and each of them began to
say to Him, "Lord, is it I?" 
a. The first thing these disciples thought of was the possibility of their own failure. 
b. Do we do that? 
c. Do we automatically take personal accountability for the gospel we are taught? 

3. 2 Samuel 12:7 NKJV - David had to be told of that which he already knew . . .”Then Nathan
said to David, "You {are} the man! Thus says the Lord God of Israel: 

4. (Acts 17:11 NKJV) ---- These were more fair minded than those in Thessalonica, in that they
received the word with all readiness, and searched the Scriptures daily {to find out} whether
these things were so. 
a. They took nothing for granted. 
b. They took what they heard to heart and sought out the personal application. 

5. 2 John 1:8 NKJV ---- Look to yourselves, that we do not lose those things we worked for, but
{that} we may receive a full reward. 
a. The first element in any quest for truth is an inward search. 
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b. We will never succeed at this thing called life unless and until we first make the personal
application of what we know. 

B. Obedience 
1. (Matthew 7:24-27 NKJV) ---- 24) "Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does

them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: (25) "and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for
it was founded on the rock. (26) "Now everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does not
do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: (27) "and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great
was its fall." 
a. There is a premium placed on the acquisition of wisdom. 
b. We all need it and we all want it. 
c. Jesus gives here the perfect formula for wisdom. 

(1) Hear my words 
(2) Do them 

d. In so doing, He also offers the perfect formula for folly 
(1) Hear my words 
(2) Ignore them 

2. (James 1:22-25 NKJV) ---- But be doers of the word, and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.
(23) For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man observing his natural
face in a mirror; (24) for he observes himself, goes away, and immediately forgets what kind of
man he was. (25) But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues {in it},and is not
a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does. 
a. Wisdom dictates that once we have made a personal application of the truth, that we simply

do what we know is right to do. 
b. We look at it -- We see it -- We learn it -- We do it! 
c. Why is that so hard for people to do? 

3. (Luke 6:46 NKJV) ---- But why do you call Me `Lord, Lord,' and do not do the things which I
say? 

4. 1 Thessalonians 2:13 NKJV ---- (13) For this reason we also thank God without ceasing,
because when you received the word of God which you heard from us, you welcomed {it} not
{as} the word of men, but as it is in truth, the word of God, which also effectively works in you
who believe. 

C. Conviction 
1. 1 Corinthians 16:13 NKJV ---- Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong. 

a. How this is needed in the Lord's kingdom today! 
b. People with the courage of their convictions to stand up for what they say they believe and

be strong in that faith. 
c. Elaborate to the situation 

2. 2 Timothy 1:12 NKJV ---- For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am not
ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep what I have
committed to Him until that Day. 
a. Do we know the Lord and have complete and total trust in Him? 
b. Do we give our trust to Him, or do we give Him lip service? 

3. (Acts 4:18-20 NKJV) ---- And they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor
teach in the name of Jesus. (19) But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is
right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. (20) "For we cannot but
speak the things which we have seen and heard." 
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a. The disciples here took the attitude that they had no choice in the matter -- THEY HAD TO
PREACH THE TRUTH! 

b. They had to be faithful. 
c. They had to be strong. 
d. The common solution for what ails us today is to pick up and leave. 
e. If we don't like the job we have, we quit it. Someone else will care for the bills. 
f. If we don't like our marriage, we quit it. There are plenty of other fish in the sea. 
g. If we don't like our church, we quit it. Somebody will tickle my ears. Somebody else will

cotton to my ideas. 
h. Why not take the attitude that we are given to a situation and work it out? 
i. If you and your wife were morooned on a desert island, and you were the only people there,

when some problem arose, do you think you would get a divorce? 
4. (Ruth 1:16-17 NKJV) ---- (16) But Ruth said: "Entreat me not to leave you, {or to} turn back

from following after you; for wherever you go, I will go; and wherever you lodge, I will lodge;
your people {shall be} my people, and your God, my God. (17) Where you die, I will die, and
there will I be buried. The Lord do so to me, and more also, if {anything but} death parts you and
me." 
a. This was stated by a woman to her mother-in-law, but it is an expression of a bond and a

commitment that so few people are willing to make these days. 
b. Commitment is  fleeting. 
c. Michael Martin Murphy song - If love doesn't last forever, What's forever for? 

5. (Joshua 24:15 NKJV) ---- "And if it seems evil to you to serve the Lord, choose for yourselves
this day whom you will serve, whether the gods which your fathers served that {were} on the
other side of the River, or the gods of the Amorites, in whose land you dwell. But as for me and
my house, we will serve the Lord." 

D. Defense 
1. (Philippians 1:17 NKJV) ---- but the latter out of love, knowing that I am appointed for the

defense of the gospel. 
a. Paul here spoke, as a disciple, of his commitment to preaching the gospel. 
b. "I am appointed" 

2. (Jude 1:3 NKJV) ---- Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common
salvation, I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith
which was once for all delivered to the saints. 
a. There are no pansies in the army of the Lord. 
b. There are no wallflowers 
c. Everybody in the army is on active duty contending for the right. 

3. (Galatians 2:5 NKJV) ---- to whom we did not yield submission even for an hour, that the truth
of the gospel might continue with you. 
a. Paul did not yield to the competition for even an hour. 
b. What kind of an example is that? 

4. (Ephesians 6:10-13 NKJV) ---- Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power of
His might. (11) Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. (12) For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual {hosts} of wickedness in
the heavenly {places}. (13) Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to
withstand in the evil day, and having done all, to stand. 

E. Continuation 
1. 2 Timothy 3:14-17 NKJV ---- But {as for} you, continue in the things which you have learned
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and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned {them}, (15) and that from
childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation
through faith which is in Christ Jesus. (16) All Scripture {is} given by inspiration of God, and
{is} profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, (17) that
the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work. 

2. (Galatians 5:7 NKJV) ---- You ran well. Who hindered you from obeying the truth? 
3. 1 Corinthians 15:58 NKJV ---- Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 
4. 2 Corinthians 11:3 NKJV ---- But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his

craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ. 
a. We must beware of deceivers. 
b. Notice how this is worded. 

(1) Deceit is away from the simplicity that is in Christ 
(2) This fight we have with the devil is not easy, but the difficulty lies within us. 

F. Transmission 
1. 2 Timothy 2:2 NKJV ---- And the things that you have heard from me among many witnesses,

commit these to faithful men who will be able to teach others also. 
2. (Romans 1:14-15 NKJV) ---- I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and

to unwise. (15) So, as much as is in me, {I am} ready to preach the gospel to you who are in
Rome also. 

3. (Ezra 7:10 NKJV) ---- For Ezra had prepared his heart to seek the Law of the Lord, and to do
{it}, and to teach statutes and ordinances in Israel. 
a. A most simple course of action 
b. There is not greater plan for a person's life 

(1) Seek the law of the Lord 
(2) Do the law of the Lord 
(3) Teach the law of the Lord 

4. 1 Timothy 4:11-12 NKJV ---- These things command and teach. (12) Let no one despise your
youth, but be an example to the believers in word, in conduct, in love, in spirit, in faith, in purity.

a. 1 Timothy 4:16 NKJV ---- Take heed to yourself and to the doctrine. Continue in them, for
in doing this you will save both yourself and those who hear you. 

III. Conclusion 
A. We need teaching! 
B. We need these principles to be found in the taught! 
C. We need to uphold the gospel! 
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