
If Every Member of This Church - Was Just Like You
Loved The Church as Much As You Do!

Introduction:
A. The subject today is a lesson of self examination - for I cannot answer this question - nor am I your

judge as to the answer you give.   We cannot fool ourselves but we might fool others for a time.
B. Two passages of Scripture come to mind as we address this topic:

1. Ephesians 5:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and
gave Himself for her, 

2. 2 Corinthians 11:28 (NKJV)  ---- 28 besides the other things, what comes upon me daily: my deep
concern for all the churches. 

C. Nine questions that immediately come to mind:
1. Can one love the Lord and NOT love His church?
2. Can one be in submission to Jesus and ‘refuse’ to support His church?
3. Can one serve Jesus and ‘refuse’ to serve as a faithful committed member of a local church?
4. Who Could Be Depended On To Be Present At Every Service?
5. Would Our Worship Be Scriptural, Sincere, and Enthusiastic?
6. Could Anyone Be Depended On To Get Anything Done?
7. Would We Have The Financial Support To Carry Out Our Work?
8. Who Would Be Engaged In Personal Evangelism?
9. Would We All Strive For Unity?

D. Let us look at each of these questions?

II. Who Could Be Depended On To Be Present At Every Service? - I have often contended that if it is
ok for one member to forsake then why is not ok for all?

A. We are commanded to “Consider one another in order to stir up love and good works,” – (Heb.
10:24,25)

1. Hebrews 10:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and good
works,

2. Hebrews 10:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner
of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

B. Early disciples “continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread,
and in prayers.” (Acts 2:42)

1. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) ---- 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and fellowship,
in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.

C. What is your attitude toward assembling with the saints?  -   (Ps. 122:1)
1. Psalm 122:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 A Song of Ascents. Of David. I was glad when they said to me, “Let us

go into the house of the Lord.”
D. Your presence encourages others – (while your absence discourages them) -   (1 Thes 5:11-14)

1. 1 Thessalonians 5:11-14 (NKJV) ----11 Therefore comfort each other and edify one another, just
as you also are doing.  12 And we urge you, brethren, to recognize those who labor among you, and
are over you in the Lord and admonish you, 13 and to esteem them very highly in love for their
work's sake. Be at peace among yourselves. 14 Now we exhort you, brethren, warn those who are
unruly, comfort the fainthearted, uphold the weak, be patient with all. 

E. The local church needs its members available to serve -   (Romans 12:4-8)
1. Romans 12:4-8 (NKJV) - 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do not

have the same function,  5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members of
one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use them:
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if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering;
he who teaches, in teaching;  8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who
leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness. 

F. What message is sent to visitors when attendance is way down – Our worship suffers /  We send the
wrong message! - Titus 2:7)

1. Titus 2:7-8 (NKJV) ---- 7 in all things showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine
showing integrity, reverence, incorruptibility,  8 sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one
who is an opponent may be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you. 

G. Are You Faithful to the Lord in this area?

III. Would Our Worship Be Scriptural, Sincere, and Enthusiastic?
A. “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.” - (John 4:24)
B. God does not accept unauthorized worship - (Gen 4:3-7; Lev 10:1; Mat 15:7-9)

1. Genesis 4:3-7 (NKJV) ---- 3 And in the process of time it came to pass that Cain brought an offering
of the fruit of the ground to the Lord. 4 Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their
fat. And the Lord respected Abel and his offering, 5 but He did not respect Cain and his offering.
And Cain was very angry, and his countenance fell. 6 So the Lord said to Cain, “Why are you angry?
And why has your countenance fallen? 7 If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not
do well, sin lies at the door. And its desire is for you, but you should rule over it.”

2. Leviticus 10:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Then Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and
put fire in it, put incense on it, and offered profane fire before the Lord, which He had not
commanded them.

3. Matthew 15:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These
people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from
Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

C. We should praise, seek and love God with our whole heart - (Psalm 9:1; 111:1; 119:2,10,34,58,69;
138:1; Mark 12:29-31; Heb 13:5)

1. KJV Ps 9:1 ---- David praises God for executing judgment 1 I will praise thee, O LORD, with my
whole heart; I will shew forth all thy marvellous works. 

2. KJV Ps 111:1 ---- The psalmist, by his example, stirs others to praise God, for His glorious 1 Praise
ye the LORD. I will praise the LORD with my whole heart, in the assembly of the upright, and in
the congregation. 

3. KJV Ps 119:2 ---- Various prayers, praises, and professions of obedience 2 Blessed are they that
keep his testimonies, and that seek him with the whole heart. 

a. KJV Ps 119:10 ---- Various prayers, praises, and professions of obedience 10 With my whole
heart have I sought thee: O let me not wander from thy commandments. 

b. KJV Ps 119:34 ---- Various prayers, praises, and professions of obedience 34 Give me
understanding, and I shall keep thy law; yea, I shall observe it with my whole heart. 

c. KJV Ps 119:58 ---- Various prayers, praises, and professions of obedience 58 I intreated thy favour
with my whole heart: be merciful unto me according to thy word.

d. KJV Ps 119:69 ---- Various prayers, praises, and professions of obedience 69 The proud have
forged a lie against me: but I will keep thy precepts with my whole heart. 

4. KJV Ps 138:1 ---- David praises God for the truth of His word 1 I will praise thee with my whole
heart: before the gods will I sing praise unto thee. 

5. KJV Mk 12:33 ---- and convinces the scribe who asked which is the first commandment 33 And
to love him with all the heart, and with all the understanding, and with all the soul, and with all the
strength, and to love his neighbour as himself, is more than all whole burnt offerings and sacrifices. 

6. Hebrews 13:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Therefore by Him let us continually offer the sacrifice of praise to
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God, that is, the fruit of our lips, giving thanks to His name. 
D. As I look at my worship - am a pew warmer or am I actively, energetically loving to be here?

IV. Could Anyone Be Counted On To Get Anything Done?
A. There are many things needed by this local church – 

1. Elders, deacons, teachers, etc . . .
2. Song & prayer leaders, serving the Lord’s supper, scripture reading, announcements, etc. . . .
3. Grounds keepers, cleaning & maintenance of building, audio recording, Lord’s supper prep, web site,

treasurer, call screener, Bible Cor. course grading/mailing,  etc . . .  
4. I would dare to say that if this congregation is like all other congregations there are just a select few

who are willing to step up to the plate in all these works.
B. There are many things needed by this local church – 

1. Romans 12:4-8 (NKJV) ---- 4 For as we have many members in one body, but all the members do
not have the same function, 5 so we, being many, are one body in Christ, and individually members
of one another. 6 Having then gifts differing according to the grace that is given to us, let us use
them: if prophecy, let us prophesy in proportion to our faith; . . . 

2. 7 or ministry, let us use it in our ministering; he who teaches, in teaching; 8 he who exhorts, in
exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with
cheerfulness. 

C. If we love the church – we will give our abilities to its service!

V. Would We Have The Financial Support To Carry Out Our Work?
A. Do you “Honor the Lord with your possessions, And with the firstfruits of all your increase”- (Prov

3:9)
B. Do you give with “liberality?” - (Rom 12:8)

1. Romans 12:8 (NKJV)----8 he who exhorts, in exhortation; he who gives, with liberality; he who
leads, with diligence; he who shows mercy, with cheerfulness.

C. Do you give as you “prosper?” – (1 Cor 16:1,2)
1. 1 Corinthians 16:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given

orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also:
2. 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something

aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.
D. Do you give “cheerfully?” – (2 Cor 9:7)
E. The local church has work to do which requires money! - (1 Thes 1:8; Phili 4:15,16; 1 Cor 16:1,2)

1. 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) ---- 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth, not only
in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has gone out, so that we
do not need to say anything.

2. Philippians 4:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel,
when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you
only.

3. Philippians 4:16 (NKJV) ---- 16 For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my
necessities.

4. 1 Corinthians 16:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders
to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also:

a. 1 Corinthians 16:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 On the first day of the week let each one of you lay something
aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections when I come.

5. The church has bills and necessities which requires money - (utilities; supplies, facilities, etc.)
F. What if everyone gave “LIKE” you? – Would we be able to carry out our work? Would we be able to
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facilitate our needs?

VI. Who Would Be Engaged In Personal Evangelism?
A. Do you go everywhere preaching the word?- (Acts 8:4,5)

1. Acts 8:4-5 (NKJV)  ---- 4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.
5 Then Philip went down to the city of Samaria and preached Christ to them. 

B. Do you care if your neighbor, friend, work associate, etc. is lost - (Rom 1:14-16; 2 Thes 1:7-9)
1. Romans 1:14-17 (NKJV)  ---- 14 I am a debtor both to Greeks and to barbarians, both to wise and

to unwise. 15 So, as much as is in me, I am ready to preach the gospel to you who are in Rome also.
16 For I am not ashamed of the gospel of Christ, for it is the power of God to salvation for everyone
who believes, for the Jew first and also for the Greek. 17 For in it the righteousness of God is
revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "The just shall live by faith." 

2. 2 Thessalonians 1:7-9 (NKJV) ---- 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those
who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These
shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of
His power,

C. What if everyone engaged in personal evangelism “LIKE” you? – (Would the church grow with your
help? Who would hear the gospel in West Virginia?)

VII. Would We All Strive For Unity?
A.  Those who love the Lord – love unity based upon what the Lord has said - (John 17:20,21; 1 Cor.

1:10-13; Phili 2:1-5; Eph 4:1-6)
1. John 17:20 (NKJV) ---- 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me

through their word;
a. John 17:21 (NKJV) ---- 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that

they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
2. 1 Corinthians 1:10-13 (NKJV) ---- 10 Now I plead with you, brethren, by the name of our Lord

Jesus Christ, that you all speak the same thing, and that there be no divisions among you, but that
you be perfectly joined together in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11 For it has been
declared to me concerning you, my brethren, by those of Chloe’s household, that there are
contentions among you. 12 Now I say this, that each of you says, “I am of Paul,” or “I am of
Apollos,” or “I am of Cephas,” or “I am of Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? Was Paul crucified for you?
Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

3. Philippians 2:1-5 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any comfort of
love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy by being like-minded,
having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let nothing be done through selfish
ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each
of you look out not only for his own interests, but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this mind be
in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

4. Ephesians 4:1-6 (NKJV) ---- 1 I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy
of the calling with which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering,
bearing with one another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.
4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you were called in one hope of your calling; 5 one Lord,
one faith, one baptism; 6 one God and Father of all, who is above all, and through all, and in you all.

B. There are too many who cause problems with their attitudes, agendas, and teaching - (1 Cor 3:3; Gal
5:15; Rom 16:17; etc)

1. 1 Corinthians 3:3 (NKJV)  ---- 3 for you are still carnal. For where there are envy, strife, and

Page 4 of  5



divisions among you, are you not carnal and behaving like mere men? 
2. Galatians 5:15 (NKJV) ---- 15 But if you bite and devour one another, beware lest you be consumed

by one another!
3. Romans 16:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 Now I urge you, brethren, note those who cause divisions and

offenses, contrary to the doctrine which you learned, and avoid them.
1

C. What if all strove for unity like you? – (would we be at peace?)

VIII. In Conclusion:
A. So Lastly just some questions you need to ask yourself as a member of this congregation - If every

member of this congregation was like me:
1. Our Attendance Would Be Consistently __________
2. All Present Would Be _________ _________ By Our Worship.
3. We Would ______________ Have Trouble Finding Someone To Get The Work Done!
4. We _____________  Be Able To Fund Our Local Work & Needs!
5. We Would _________ In Our Personal Evangelistic efforts?
6. We Would Have ______________

B. So....
1. Can one love the Lord and NOT love His church?
2. Can one be in submission to Jesus and ‘refuse’ to support His church?
3. Can one serve Jesus and ‘refuse’ to serve as a faithful committed member of a local church?

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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