
THE CERTAINTY OF OUR HOPE - OUR EXPECTATIONS OF GOD - Romans 8:38-39; 2 Tim
1:12

Intro:
A. For the Christian the Hope that we have of Eternal Life with god and the righteous who have gone

on before is an ever compelling reason to fight thru the difficulties we face on a daily basis.
1. Paul said in - Romans 8:38–39 (NKJV) — 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor

angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor
depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in
Christ Jesus our Lord.
a. 2 Timothy 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 For this reason I also suffer these things; nevertheless I am

not ashamed, for I know whom I have believed and am persuaded that He is able to keep
what I have committed to Him until that Day.

b. Paul goes on to encourage Timothy with these words - 2 Timothy 1:13–14 (NKJV) — 13
Hold fast the pattern of sound words which you have heard from me, in faith and love which
are in Christ Jesus. 14 That good thing which was committed to you, keep by the Holy Spirit
who dwells in us.

2. What do we know about Paul? - We read nothing about his parents, his family ever being
converted to Christ.
a. His peers, his past friends become his persecutors.
b. Why - because he made a life altering decision to become a follow of Jesus Christ.
c. A decision he never faltered on, one that bore out the conviction of the HOPE HE HAD in

CHRIST JESUS.
3. It is for the conviction and certainty of HIS HOPE that he could say with assurance - 2 Timothy

4:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.
a. This is not arrogance of compelling God; or a physical trust in our own meritorious works

which we have devised or done - but the confidence of the LIVING HOPE that he had, that
we can have in this day and time.

b. No one will ever say that Paul was without sin, or that after becoming a Christian he lived
a life that was perfect in all ways before God - and for that his confidence in the reward is
something for us to learn from.

B. But, it is not only Paul who had this confidence - Peter writes about this in no uncertain terms as he
penned 1 Peter 1:1–12 (NKJV) — 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the
Dispersion in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect according to the
foreknowledge of God the Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the
blood of Jesus Christ: Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our
Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and
undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of
God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by
fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not
seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and
full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 10 Of this salvation the
prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you,
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11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating
when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 To them
it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the things which now have
been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from
heaven—things which angels desire to look into.
1. It is this LIVING HOPE - this assurance that we have - that better things are yet to come - that

will be the focus of the remainder of this lesson today.
2. We are but “pilgrims” (vs. 1), implying there is a destination - a goal - a HOMELAND! — Heb

11:13-16
a. Hebrews 11:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises,

but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly
that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which
they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a
better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for
He has prepared a city for them.

3. This HOMELAND is spoken of as a LIVING HOPE which Peter points to as a means of
encouraging us to ENDURE — 1 Peter 1:6-9,13; 5:9-11
a. 1 Peter 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need

be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much
more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise,
honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though
now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory,
9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.

b. 1 Peter 1:13 (NKJV) — 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your
hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;

c. 1 Peter 5:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 But may the God of all
grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while,
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you. 11 To Him be the glory and the dominion
forever and ever. Amen.

C. Let us now NOTE PETER’s EVIDENCE of WHY we too can have this HOPE in US today.
1. The Source of our Hope - 1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord

Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

2. The Nature of OUR Hope - 1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV) - 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled
and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you,

3. The Certainty of OUR HOPE - 1 Peter 1:5 (NKJV) - 5 who are kept by the power of God
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time

4. What This HOPE DOES FOR US - 1 Peter 1:6–9 (NKJV) - 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though
now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness
of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may
be found to praise, honor,
a. 1 Peter 1:7b–9  (NKJV) - and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not

seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy
inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.

II. PETER’s EVIDENCE for our CONTINUED ENDURANCE - The Value of the O.T. Prophets with
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regards to our Faith - 1 Peter 1:10–12 (NKJV) - 10 Of this salvation the prophets have inquired and
searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to you, 11 searching what, or what
manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the
sufferings of Christ and the glories that would follow. 12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves,
but to us they were ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have
preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into.
A. Firstly Peter reveals the INQUISITIVE PROPHETS of OLD - 1 Peter 1:10 - 10 Of this salvation

the prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to
you,
1. Our “living hope” i.e., our salvation, can be grounded upon what God revealed in the O.T. (vrs.

10,11).
a. 1 Peter 1:11 (NKJV) — 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who

was in them was indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the
glories that would follow.

2. The O.T. prophets longed to participate in this salvation and coming period of grace (Mt
13:16-17; Dan 7:28; 8:27)
a. Matthew 13:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 But blessed are your eyes for they see, and your ears for

they hear; 17 for assuredly, I say to you that many prophets and righteous men desired to see
what you see, and did not see it, and to hear what you hear, and did not hear it.

b. Daniel 7:28 (NKJV) — 28 “This is the end of the account. As for me, Daniel, my thoughts
greatly troubled me, and my countenance changed; but I kept the matter in my heart.”

c. Daniel 8:27 (NKJV) — 27 And I, Daniel, fainted and was sick for days; afterward I arose
and went about the king’s business. I was astonished by the vision, but no one understood
it.

3. They tried to discover the appointed time and circumstances to which the Spirit of Christ in them
was pointing - ““My lord, what shall be the end of these things?” - (Dan 12:9) 

4. 1 Peter 1:11 - The prophets did not understand much of what the Holy Spirit had authored
through them — They were inspired or moved by the Holy Spirit, and not by their own will —
2 Timothy 3:16–17 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable
for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17 that the man of God
may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.-; 2 Peter 1:21
a. 2 Peter 1:20–21 (NKJV) - 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any

private interpretation, 21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God
spoke as they were moved by the Holy Spirit.

b. It was the Spirit who predicted the sufferings of Christ (Isa. 53; Psa. 22:1–21; 69:1–21; 
Zec. 13:7)  
(1) Isaiah 53 (NKJV) — 1 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the

LORD been revealed? 2 For He shall grow up before Him as a tender plant, And as a root
out of dry ground. He has no form or comeliness; And when we see Him, There is no
beauty that we should desire Him. 3 He is despised and rejected by men, A Man of
sorrows and acquainted with grief. And we hid, as it were, our faces from Him; He was
despised, and we did not esteem Him. 4 Surely He has borne our griefs And carried our
sorrows; Yet we esteemed Him stricken, Smitten by God, and afflicted. 5 But He was
wounded for our transgressions, He was bruised for our iniquities; The chastisement for
our peace was upon Him, And by His stripes we are healed. 6 All we like sheep have
gone astray; We have turned, every one, to his own way; And the LORD has laid on Him
the iniquity of us all. 7 He was oppressed and He was afflicted, Yet He opened not His
mouth; He was led as a lamb to the slaughter, And as a sheep before its shearers is silent,
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So He opened not His mouth. 8 He was taken from prison and from judgment, And who
will declare His generation? For He was cut off from the land of the living; For the
transgressions of My people He was stricken. 9 And they made His grave with the
wicked— But with the rich at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any
deceit in His mouth. 10 Yet it pleased the LORD to bruise Him; He has put Him to grief.
When You make His soul an offering for sin, He shall see His seed, He shall prolong His
days, And the pleasure of the LORD shall prosper in His hand. 11 He shall see the labor
of His soul, and be satisfied. By His knowledge My righteous Servant shall justify many,
For He shall bear their iniquities. 12 Therefore I will divide Him a portion with the great,
And He shall divide the spoil with the strong, Because He poured out His soul unto
death, And He was numbered with the transgressors, And He bore the sin of many, And
made intercession for the transgressors.

(2) Psalm 22:1–21 (NKJV) — 1 My God, My God, why have You forsaken Me? Why are
You so far from helping Me, And from the words of My groaning? 2 O My God, I cry
in the daytime, but You do not hear; And in the night season, and am not silent. 3 But
You are holy, Enthroned in the praises of Israel. 4 Our fathers trusted in You; They
trusted, and You delivered them. 5 They cried to You, and were delivered; They trusted
in You, and were not ashamed. 6 But I am a worm, and no man; A reproach of men, and
despised by the people. 7 All those who see Me ridicule Me; They shoot out the lip, they
shake the head, saying, 8 “He trusted in the LORD, let Him rescue Him; Let Him deliver
Him, since He delights in Him!” 9 But You are He who took Me out of the womb; You
made Me trust while on My mother’s breasts. 10 I was cast upon You from birth. From
My mother’s womb You have been My God. 11 Be not far from Me, For trouble is near;
For there is none to help. 12 Many bulls have surrounded Me; Strong bulls of Bashan
have encircled Me. 13 They gape at Me with their mouths, Like a raging and roaring lion.
14 I am poured out like water, And all My bones are out of joint; My heart is like wax;
It has melted within Me. 15 My strength is dried up like a potsherd, And My tongue
clings to My jaws; You have brought Me to the dust of death. 16 For dogs have
surrounded Me; The congregation of the wicked has enclosed Me. They pierced My
hands and My feet; 17 I can count all My bones. They look and stare at Me. 18 They
divide My garments among them, And for My clothing they cast lots. 19 But You, O
LORD, do not be far from Me; O My Strength, hasten to help Me! 20 Deliver Me from
the sword, My precious life from the power of the dog. 21 Save Me from the lion’s
mouth And from the horns of the wild oxen! You have answered Me.

(3) Psalm 69:1–21 (NKJV) — 1 Save me, O God! For the waters have come up to my neck.
2 I sink in deep mire, Where there is no standing; I have come into deep waters, Where
the floods overflow me. 3 I am weary with my crying; My throat is dry; My eyes fail
while I wait for my God. 4 Those who hate me without a cause Are more than the hairs
of my head; They are mighty who would destroy me, Being my enemies wrongfully;
Though I have stolen nothing, I still must restore it. 5 O God, You know my foolishness;
And my sins are not hidden from You. 6 Let not those who wait for You, O Lord GOD
of hosts, be ashamed because of me; Let not those who seek You be confounded because
of me, O God of Israel. 7 Because for Your sake I have borne reproach; Shame has
covered my face. 8 I have become a stranger to my brothers, And an alien to my mother’s
children; 9 Because zeal for Your house has eaten me up, And the reproaches of those
who reproach You have fallen on me. 10 When I wept and chastened my soul with
fasting, That became my reproach. 11 I also made sackcloth my garment; I became a
byword to them. 12 Those who sit in the gate speak against me, And I am the song of the
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drunkards. 13 But as for me, my prayer is to You, O LORD, in the acceptable time; O
God, in the multitude of Your mercy, Hear me in the truth of Your salvation. 14 Deliver
me out of the mire, And let me not sink; Let me be delivered from those who hate me,
And out of the deep waters. 15 Let not the floodwater overflow me, Nor let the deep
swallow me up; And let not the pit shut its mouth on me. 16 Hear me, O LORD, for Your
lovingkindness is good; Turn to me according to the multitude of Your tender mercies.
17 And do not hide Your face from Your servant, For I am in trouble; Hear me speedily.
18 Draw near to my soul, and redeem it; Deliver me because of my enemies. 19 You
know my reproach, my shame, and my dishonor; My adversaries are all before You. 20
Reproach has broken my heart, And I am full of heaviness; I looked for someone to take
pity, but there was none; And for comforters, but I found none. 21 They also gave me gall
for my food, And for my thirst they gave me vinegar to drink.

(4) Zechariah 13:7 (NKJV) — 7 “Awake, O sword, against My Shepherd, Against the Man
who is My Companion,” Says the LORD of hosts. “Strike the Shepherd, And the sheep
will be scattered; Then I will turn My hand against the little ones.

c. And the glories that would follow (Isa. 11; Psa. 22:22–31).
(1) Isaiah 11 (NKJV) — 1 There shall come forth a Rod from the stem of Jesse, And a

Branch shall grow out of his roots. 2 The Spirit of the LORD shall rest upon Him, The
Spirit of wisdom and understanding, The Spirit of counsel and might, The Spirit of
knowledge and of the fear of the LORD. 3 His delight is in the fear of the LORD, And
He shall not judge by the sight of His eyes, Nor decide by the hearing of His ears; 4 But
with righteousness He shall judge the poor, And decide with equity for the meek of the
earth; He shall strike the earth with the rod of His mouth, And with the breath of His lips
He shall slay the wicked. 5 Righteousness shall be the belt of His loins, And faithfulness
the belt of His waist. 6 “The wolf also shall dwell with the lamb, The leopard shall lie
down with the young goat, The calf and the young lion and the fatling together; And a
little child shall lead them. 7 The cow and the bear shall graze; Their young ones shall
lie down together; And the lion shall eat straw like the ox. 8 The nursing child shall play
by the cobra’s hole, And the weaned child shall put his hand in the viper’s den. 9 They
shall not hurt nor destroy in all My holy mountain, For the earth shall be full of the
knowledge of the LORD As the waters cover the sea. 10 “And in that day there shall be
a Root of Jesse, Who shall stand as a banner to the people; For the Gentiles shall seek
Him, And His resting place shall be glorious.” 11 It shall come to pass in that day That
the LORD shall set His hand again the second time To recover the remnant of His people
who are left, From Assyria and Egypt, From Pathros and Cush, From Elam and Shinar,
From Hamath and the islands of the sea. 12 He will set up a banner for the nations, And
will assemble the outcasts of Israel, And gather together the dispersed of Judah From the
four corners of the earth. 13 Also the envy of Ephraim shall depart, And the adversaries
of Judah shall be cut off; Ephraim shall not envy Judah, And Judah shall not harass
Ephraim. 14 But they shall fly down upon the shoulder of the Philistines toward the west;
Together they shall plunder the people of the East; They shall lay their hand on Edom
and Moab; And the people of Ammon shall obey them. 15 The LORD will utterly
destroy the tongue of the Sea of Egypt; With His mighty wind He will shake His fist over
the River, And strike it in the seven streams, And make men cross over dryshod. 16
There will be a highway for the remnant of His people Who will be left from Assyria, As
it was for Israel In the day that he came up from the land of Egypt.

(2) Psalm 22:22–31 (NKJV) — 22 I will declare Your name to My brethren; In the midst
of the assembly I will praise You. 23 You who fear the LORD, praise Him! All you
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descendants of Jacob, glorify Him, And fear Him, all you offspring of Israel! 24 For He
has not despised nor abhorred the affliction of the afflicted; Nor has He hidden His face
from Him; But when He cried to Him, He heard. 25 My praise shall be of You in the
great assembly; I will pay My vows before those who fear Him. 26 The poor shall eat and
be satisfied; Those who seek Him will praise the LORD. Let your heart live forever! 27
All the ends of the world Shall remember and turn to the LORD, And all the families of
the nations Shall worship before You. 28 For the kingdom is the LORD’s, And He rules
over the nations. 29 All the prosperous of the earth Shall eat and worship; All those who
go down to the dust Shall bow before Him, Even he who cannot keep himself alive. 30
A posterity shall serve Him. It will be recounted of the Lord to the next generation, 31
They will come and declare His righteousness to a people who will be born, That He has
done this.

d. The Lord Himself lamented this very fact - Luke 24:25–27 (NKJV) - 25 Then He said to
them, “O foolish ones, and slow of heart to believe in all that the prophets have spoken! 26
Ought not the Christ to have suffered these things and to enter into His glory?” 27 And
beginning at Moses and all the Prophets, He expounded to them in all the Scriptures the
things concerning Himself. 
(1) Luke 24:44 (NKJV) - 44 Then He said to them, “These are the words which I spoke to

you while I was still with you, that all things must be fulfilled which were written in the
Law of Moses and the Prophets and the Psalms concerning Me.”

(2) A fundamental element of the defense for Christ Jesus - Acts 26:22–23 (NKJV) - 22
Therefore, having obtained help from God, to this day I stand, witnessing both to small
and great, saying no other things than those which the prophets and Moses said would
come—23 that the Christ would suffer, that He would be the first to rise from the dead,
and would proclaim light to the Jewish people and to the Gentiles.”

B. Secondly Peter’s encouragement is based on the fact that they were MINISTERING PROPHETS -
1 Peter 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were
ministering the things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the
gospel to you by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into.
1. The prophets understood they were not writing for themselves but for those who would live later,

a. (Dan 12:8-9 “Go your way, Daniel, for the words are closed up and sealed till the time of the
end.”) 

2. The things spoken by the prophets were for us! 
a. They spent their lives, and in many cases - gave their lives, in service to you and me! — cf.

Heb. 11:36-38 - e.g., Moses, Samuel, David, Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, Daniel, Etc.
(1) Hebrews 11:36–38 (NKJV) — 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes,

and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, were
tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins,
being destitute, afflicted, tormented—38 of whom the world was not worthy. They
wandered in deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth.

3. This resulted in the MINISTERING SPIRIT - given to us today 1 Peter 1:12b - 12 …which now
have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you by the Holy Spirit
sent from heave …
a. The Holy Spirit inspired the prophets to proclaim things to come – Isa. 53:1. Dan. 2:19, 22,

28, 29, 47; 10:1. Amos 3:7;
(1) Isaiah 53:1 (NKJV) — 1 Who has believed our report? And to whom has the arm of the

LORD been revealed?
(2) Daniel 2:19 (NKJV) — 19 Then the secret was revealed to Daniel in a night vision. So
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Daniel blessed the God of heaven.
(a) Daniel 2:22 (NKJV) — 22 He reveals deep and secret things; He knows what is in

the darkness, And light dwells with Him.
(b) Daniel 2:28 (NKJV) — 28 But there is a God in heaven who reveals secrets, and He

has made known to King Nebuchadnezzar what will be in the latter days. Your
dream, and the visions of your head upon your bed, were these:
i) Daniel 2:29 (NKJV) — 29 As for you, O king, thoughts came to your mind while

on your bed, about what would come to pass after this; and He who reveals
secrets has made known to you what will be.

(c) Daniel 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 The king answered Daniel, and said, “Truly your God is
the God of gods, the Lord of kings, and a revealer of secrets, since you could reveal
this secret.”

(d) Daniel 10:1 (NKJV) — 1 In the third year of Cyrus king of Persia a message was
revealed to Daniel, whose name was called Belteshazzar. The message was true, but
the appointed time was long; and he understood the message, and had understanding
of the vision.

(3) Amos 3:7 (NKJV) — 7 Surely the Lord GOD does nothing, Unless He reveals His secret
to His servants the prophets.

b. The kingdom, (Dan. 2:44); The New Covenant (Jer. 31:31); The crucifixion, (Psalm 22;
Isa. 53 already discussed); The resurrection of Jesus, (Psa 16: 9-11); His ascension and
coronation, (Dan 7:13-14)
(1) Daniel 2:44 (NKJV) — 44 And in the days of these kings the God of heaven will set up

a kingdom which shall never be destroyed; and the kingdom shall not be left to other
people; it shall break in pieces and consume all these kingdoms, and it shall stand
forever.

(2) Jeremiah 31:31 (NKJV) — 31 “Behold, the days are coming, says the LORD, when I
will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and with the house of Judah—

(3) Psalm 16:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Therefore my heart is glad, and my glory rejoices; My flesh
also will rest in hope. 10 For You will not leave my soul in Sheol, Nor will You allow
Your Holy One to see corruption. 11 You will show me the path of life; In Your presence
is fullness of joy; At Your right hand are pleasures forevermore.

(4) Daniel 7:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 “I was watching in the night visions, And behold, One
like the Son of Man, Coming with the clouds of heaven! He came to the Ancient of Days,
And they brought Him near before Him. 14 Then to Him was given dominion and glory
and a kingdom, That all peoples, nations, and languages should serve Him. His dominion
is an everlasting dominion, Which shall not pass away, And His kingdom the one Which
shall not be destroyed.

c. These things had been fulfilled and was now being PROCLAIMED by the apostles as they
were guided by the same Spirit — Jn 16:13; Acts 2:4,17,18; 4:8, 31; 1 Cor. 2:11-16; Eph.
3:3-5; etc.
(1) John 16:13 (NKJV) — 13 However, when He, the Spirit of truth, has come, He will

guide you into all truth; for He will not speak on His own authority, but whatever He
hears He will speak; and He will tell you things to come.

(2) Acts 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and began to speak
with other tongues, as the Spirit gave them utterance.

(3) Acts 2:17 (NKJV) — 17 ‘And it shall come to pass in the last days, says God, That I will
pour out of My Spirit on all flesh; Your sons and your daughters shall prophesy, Your
young men shall see visions, Your old men shall dream dreams.
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(a) Acts 2:18 (NKJV) — 18 And on My menservants and on My maidservants I will
pour out My Spirit in those days; And they shall prophesy.

(4) Acts 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Then Peter, filled with the Holy Spirit, said to them, “Rulers of
the people and elders of Israel:

(5) Acts 4:31 (NKJV) — 31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were
assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they
spoke the word of God with boldness.

(6) 1 Corinthians 2:11–16 (NKJV) — 11 For what man knows the things of a man except
the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except
the Spirit of God. 12 Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit
who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by
God. 13 These things we also speak, not in words which man’s wisdom teaches but
which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14 But the
natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to
him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned. 15 But he who is
spiritual judges all things, yet he himself is rightly judged by no one. 16 For “who has
known the mind of the LORD that he may instruct Him?” But we have the mind of
Christ.

(7) Ephesians 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery
(as I have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my
knowledge in the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the
sons of men, as it has now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

C. And Thirdly - EVEN THE ANGELS desired to look into them - 1 Peter 12 c - 12 …—things which
angels desire to look into.
1. These things were also of great interest to the angelic hosts. (Vrs 12c) 
2. They were involved in the process of foretelling, revealing and facilitating the salvation made

available in Christ! (Hebrews 2:2 (NKJV) — 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved
steadfast, and every transgression and disobedience received a just reward,)
a. Gabriel's appearances to Daniel - Dan 8, 9
b. Gabriel's appearances to Zacharias and Mary -Lk 1:11-19, 26-38

(1) Luke 1:11–19 (NKJV) — 11 Then an angel of the Lord appeared to him, standing on the
right side of the altar of incense. 12 And when Zacharias saw him, he was troubled, and
fear fell upon him. 13 But the angel said to him, “Do not be afraid, Zacharias, for your
prayer is heard; and your wife Elizabeth will bear you a son, and you shall call his name
John. 14 And you will have joy and gladness, and many will rejoice at his birth. 15 For
he will be great in the sight of the Lord, and shall drink neither wine nor strong drink. He
will also be filled with the Holy Spirit, even from his mother’s womb. 16 And he will
turn many of the children of Israel to the Lord their God. 17 He will also go before Him
in the spirit and power of Elijah, ‘to turn the hearts of the fathers to the children,’ and the
disobedient to the wisdom of the just, to make ready a people prepared for the Lord.” 18
And Zacharias said to the angel, “How shall I know this? For I am an old man, and my
wife is well advanced in years.” 19 And the angel answered and said to him, “I am
Gabriel, who stands in the presence of God, and was sent to speak to you and bring you
these glad tidings.

(2) Luke 1:26–38 (NKJV) — 26 Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God
to a city of Galilee named Nazareth, 27 to a virgin betrothed to a man whose name was
Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28 And having come in, the
angel said to her, “Rejoice, highly favored one, the Lord is with you; blessed are you
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among women!” 29 But when she saw him, she was troubled at his saying, and
considered what manner of greeting this was. 30 Then the angel said to her, “Do not be
afraid, Mary, for you have found favor with God. 31 And behold, you will conceive in
your womb and bring forth a Son, and shall call His name JESUS. 32 He will be great,
and will be called the Son of the Highest; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of
His father David. 33 And He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and of His
kingdom there will be no end.” 34 Then Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since
I do not know a man?” 35 And the angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will
come upon you, and the power of the Highest will overshadow you; therefore, also, that
Holy One who is to be born will be called the Son of God. 36 Now indeed, Elizabeth
your relative has also conceived a son in her old age; and this is now the sixth month for
her who was called barren. 37 For with God nothing will be impossible.” 38 Then Mary
said, “Behold the maidservant of the Lord! Let it be to me according to your word.” And
the angel departed from her.

c. The angels serve us! Hebrews 1:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 But to which of the angels has He
ever said: “Sit at My right hand, Till I make Your enemies Your footstool”? 14 Are they not
all ministering spirits sent forth to minister for those who will inherit salvation?

d. Ministering Angels!

III. In Conclusion
A. By God foretelling these events through men, revealing them LONG before they came to pass, bears

witness to their divine origin, truthfulness, and efficaciousness! 
B. Our hope can rest confidently upon God’s revealed truth and Him keeping His promises — Titus

1:2
1. Titus 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time

began,
C. 2 Peter 1:16–21 (NKJV) - 16 For we did not follow cunningly devised fables when we made known

to you the power and coming of our Lord Jesus Christ, but were eyewitnesses of His majesty. 17 For
He received from God the Father honor and glory when such a voice came to Him from the Excellent
Glory: “This is My beloved Son, in whom I am well pleased.” 18 And we heard this voice which
came from heaven when we were with Him on the holy mountain. 
1. 2 Peter 1:19–21 (NKJV) - 19 And so we have the prophetic word confirmed, which you do well

to heed as a light that shines in a dark place, until the day dawns and the morning star rises in
your hearts; 20 knowing this first, that no prophecy of Scripture is of any private interpretation,
21 for prophecy never came by the will of man, but holy men of God spoke as they were moved
by the Holy Spirit.
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