
What is Your Attitude towards PROSPERITY? - BEWARE LEST THOU FORGET THE LORD
--- Deuteronomy 6:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 “So it shall be, when the LORD your God brings you into the
land of which He swore to your fathers, to Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, to give you large and beautiful

cities which you did not build, 11 houses full of all good things, which you did not fill, hewn-out wells
which you did not dig, vineyards and olive trees which you did not plant—when you have eaten and are

full—12 then beware, lest you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the
house of bondage.

Intro. 
A. Jews were about to be led into the promised land. 
B. The commandments of the Lord had just been re-emphasized by Moses as being instrumental in their

receiving the inheritance.
C. Land is described to them as being wonderful.

1. Called the land "flowing with milk and honey." in 12 different verses. - Ex. 3:8 ; 3:17 ; 13:5 ;
33:3 ; Lev. 20:24 ; Deut 11:9 ; 26:9 ; 26:15 ; 27:3 ; 31:20 ; Josh. 5:6 ; Jer. 11:5.
a. Exodus 3:8 (NKJV) — 8 So I have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the

Egyptians, and to bring them up from that land to a good and large land, to a land flowing
with milk and honey, to the place of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the
Perizzites and the Hivites and the Jebusites.

b. Exodus 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 and I have said I will bring you up out of the affliction of Egypt
to the land of the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Perizzites and the
Hivites and the Jebusites, to a land flowing with milk and honey.” ’

c. Exodus 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 And it shall be, when the LORD brings you into the land of the
Canaanites and the Hittites and the Amorites and the Hivites and the Jebusites, which He
swore to your fathers to give you, a land flowing with milk and honey, that you shall keep
this service in this month.

d. Exodus 33:3 (NKJV) — 3 Go up to a land flowing with milk and honey; for I will not go
up in your midst, lest I consume you on the way, for you are a stiff-necked people.”

e. Leviticus 20:24 (NKJV) — 24 But I have said to you, “You shall inherit their land, and I
will give it to you to possess, a land flowing with milk and honey.” I am the LORD your
God, who has separated you from the peoples.

f. Deuteronomy 11:9 (NKJV) — 9 and that you may prolong your days in the land which the
LORD swore to give your fathers, to them and their descendants, ‘a land flowing with milk
and honey.’

g. Deuteronomy 26:9 (NKJV) — 9 He has brought us to this place and has given us this land,
“a land flowing with milk and honey”;

h. Deuteronomy 26:15 (NKJV) — 15 Look down from Your holy habitation, from heaven, and
bless Your people Israel and the land which You have given us, just as You swore to our
fathers, “a land flowing with milk and honey.” ’

i. Deuteronomy 27:3 (NKJV) — 3 You shall write on them all the words of this law, when
you have crossed over, that you may enter the land which the LORD your God is giving you,
‘a land flowing with milk and honey,’ just as the LORD God of your fathers promised you.

j. Deuteronomy 31:20 (NKJV) — 20 When I have brought them to the land flowing with milk
and honey, of which I swore to their fathers, and they have eaten and filled themselves and
grown fat, then they will turn to other gods and serve them; and they will provoke Me and
break My covenant.

k. Joshua 5:6 (NKJV) — 6 For the children of Israel walked forty years in the wilderness, till
all the people who were men of war, who came out of Egypt, were consumed, because they
did not obey the voice of the LORD—to whom the LORD swore that He would not show
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them the land which the LORD had sworn to their fathers that He would give us, “a land
flowing with milk and honey.”

l. Jeremiah 11:5 (NKJV) — 5 that I may establish the oath which I have sworn to your fathers,
to give them ‘a land flowing with milk and honey,’ as it is this day.” ’ ” And I answered and
said, “So be it, LORD.”
(1) FIG. Emblems of sweetness and fruitfulness ALSO LITERAL:

2. Full of pasture land for flocks & flowers from which bees made honey.
3. Gifts of the land included:

a. Cities which they had not built 
b. Houses full of things they had not put there 
c. Wells they had not dug 
d. Vineyards & olive trees they had not planted.

D. Their Security and Prosperity depended on complying with God's law.
1. God has promised to bless when they obeyed & curse when disobeyed.
2. Everything depended on their hearing God's law and obeying it.

E. Now comes the warning: "BEWARE lest thou forget the Lord..." vrs 12. ---- 12 then beware, lest
you forget the LORD who brought you out of the land of Egypt, from the house of bondage.

II. Danger always comes with complacency & a feeling of security.
A. The Israelites are a perfect example.

1. Had been poor wanderers. AFTER settled in land grew & prospered.
2. Relatively, had nothing to do but obey God.
3. They began thinking the Source of their strength came from selves.

a. EX. trust in the MT.of Samaria rather than Jehovah. Amos 6:1-6.
(1) Amos 6:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 Woe to you who are at ease in Zion, And trust in Mount

Samaria, Notable persons in the chief nation, To whom the house of Israel comes! 2 Go
over to Calneh and see; And from there go to Hamath the great; Then go down to Gath
of the Philistines. Are you better than these kingdoms? Or is their territory greater than
your territory? 3 Woe to you who put far off the day of doom, Who cause the seat of
violence to come near; 4 Who lie on beds of ivory, Stretch out on your couches, Eat
lambs from the flock And calves from the midst of the stall; 5 Who sing idly to the sound
of stringed instruments, And invent for yourselves musical instruments like David; 6
Who drink wine from bowls, And anoint yourselves with the best ointments, But are not
grieved for the affliction of Joseph.

4. Consider the implication of being "at ease in Zion"
a. Became indifferent to dangers. Made religion convenient for selves and ignored the "evil

day"
(1) Evil day: apparently day of downfall; day punishment God give them

B. Another Ex. is the New Testament Church.
1. Church began enthusiastically & because of dedication, Growth was fast & great Acts 2:41 ; 4:4

; 5:14 ; 6:7 
a. Acts 2:41 (NKJV) — 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that

day about three thousand souls were added to them.
b. Acts 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the

number of the men came to be about five thousand.
c. Acts 5:14 (NKJV) — 14 And believers were increasingly added to the Lord, multitudes of

both men and women,
d. Acts 6:7 (NKJV) — 7 Then the word of God spread, and the number of the disciples
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multiplied greatly in Jerusalem, and a great many of the priests were obedient to the faith.
2. By time letters were written to 7 churches of Asia, Rev. 2-3 (60 yrs.later) complacency had set

in like rigormortis sets in a dead man.
a. Note the "dead" church at Sardis...Rev. 3:1-3

(1) Revelation 3:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 “And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, ‘These
things says He who has the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: “I know your works,
that you have a name that you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen
the things which remain, that are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect
before God. 3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and
repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not
know what hour I will come upon you.

b. The lukewarm Laodiceans nauseated the Lord Rev. 3:14-16.
(1) Revelation 3:14–16 (NKJV) — 14 “And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans

write, ‘These things says the Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the
creation of God: 15 “I know your works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish
you were cold or hot. 16 So then, because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot,
I will vomit you out of My mouth.

3. Not even that long - few years, church in Galatia turned Gal. 1:6-9
a. Galatians 1:6–9 (NKJV) — 6 I marvel that you are turning away so soon from Him who

called you in the grace of Christ, to a different gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are
some who trouble you and want to pervert the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel
from heaven, preach any other gospel to you than what we have preached to you, let him be
accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel
to you than what you have received, let him be accursed.

4. It happens today.
a. When churches are starting and relatively small, seems to be more unity as each member

recognizes his/her responsibilities,
b. Seems as we grow we have a tendency to forget the Lord who helped us this far. We get

complacent and lazy & expect someone else to do our work for us.
c. Preacher do all personal work; others serve in leadership OR look for some easy way to

short-cut responsibility
(1) Eg. Gimmicks and tricks to win converts

d. Must never forsake things Lord requires: they are only real power.
(1) Real power of gospel can't be found in promotions, programs, campaigns & all other

man-made gimmicks used to win and hold members.

III. We Today need to beware lest we forget the Lord.
A. Idols will replace the love of God when we forget.

1. Notice the pattern set by the Jews Jer.2:26-28.
a. Jeremiah 2:26–28 (NKJV) — 26 “As the thief is ashamed when he is found out, So is the

house of Israel ashamed; They and their kings and their princes, and their priests and their
prophets, 27 Saying to a tree, ‘You are my father,’ And to a stone, ‘You gave birth to me.’
For they have turned their back to Me, and not their face. But in the time of their trouble
They will say, ‘Arise and save us.’ 28 But where are your gods that you have made for
yourselves? Let them arise, If they can save you in the time of your trouble; For according
to the number of your cities Are your gods, O Judah.

2. This is apostasy into idolatry.
B. The ancients worshiped Bacchus, the god of intoxicating drink.
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1. Many worship him now -- they have forgotten God.
a. (EPH. 5:18) - "Be not drunk with wine wherein is excess; but be filled w/ the Spirit"

2. The ancients worshiped Venus -- the goddess of lasciviousness.
a. Many worship at that shrine today -- they have forgotten God. I Cor. 6:15-18.
b. 1 Corinthians 6:15–18 (NKJV) — 15 Do you not know that your bodies are members of

Christ? Shall I then take the members of Christ and make them members of a harlot?
Certainly not! 16 Or do you not know that he who is joined to a harlot is one body with her?
For “the two,” He says, “shall become one flesh.” 17 But he who is joined to the Lord is one
spirit with Him. 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the body,
but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.

3. Plutus was the god of plenty & money. Many times, When men forget God they find their way
into the temple of Plutus.
a. Money becomes their God. (Matt. 6:24) - "Cannot serve God and money"

(1) Matthew 6:24 (NKJV) — 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the
one and love the other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You
cannot serve God and mammon.

4. Years ago men took pieces of wood & carve into gods they wanted.
a. They literally fashioned themselves a god to suit their own fancy....Isa.44:9-17

(1) Isaiah 44:9–17 (NKJV) — 9 Those who make an image, all of them are useless, And
their precious things shall not profit; They are their own witnesses; They neither see nor
know, that they may be ashamed. 10 Who would form a god or mold an image That
profits him nothing? 11 Surely all his companions would be ashamed; And the workmen,
they are mere men. Let them all be gathered together, Let them stand up; Yet they shall
fear, They shall be ashamed together. 12 The blacksmith with the tongs works one in the
coals, Fashions it with hammers, And works it with the strength of his arms. Even so, he
is hungry, and his strength fails; He drinks no water and is faint. 13 The craftsman
stretches out his rule, He marks one out with chalk; He fashions it with a plane, He marks
it out with the compass, And makes it like the figure of a man, According to the beauty
of a man, that it may remain in the house. 14 He cuts down cedars for himself, And takes
the cypress and the oak; He secures it for himself among the trees of the forest. He plants
a pine, and the rain nourishes it. 15 Then it shall be for a man to burn, For he will take
some of it and warm himself; Yes, he kindles it and bakes bread; Indeed he makes a god
and worships it; He makes it a carved image, and falls down to it. 16 He burns half of it
in the fire; With this half he eats meat; He roasts a roast, and is satisfied. He even warms
himself and says, “Ah! I am warm, I have seen the fire.” 17 And the rest of it he makes
into a god, His carved image. He falls down before it and worships it, Prays to it and
says, “Deliver me, for you are my god!”

b. Today, men, in minds, shape & fashion God into god they prefer.
(1) They mentally chisel & carve away the Judgment, wrath & severity of God making Him

a god of tolerance only.
(2) Make him to overlook sin, overlook false doctrine.
(3) Mold & shape Him into a god that accepts things once rejected

C. Thus, they have in their minds fashioned themselves a god & are no less guilty of idolatry than the
pagans of long ago.

IV. Memorials have been given by God to help His people avoid forgetting Him
A. God gave the Jews various feasts to keep. Lev. 23:37-44.

1. Leviticus 23:37–44 (NKJV) — 37 ‘These are the feasts of the LORD which you shall proclaim
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to be holy convocations, to offer an offering made by fire to the LORD, a burnt offering and a
grain offering, a sacrifice and drink offerings, everything on its day—38 besides the Sabbaths
of the LORD, besides your gifts, besides all your vows, and besides all your freewill offerings
which you give to the LORD. 39 ‘Also on the fifteenth day of the seventh month, when you have
gathered in the fruit of the land, you shall keep the feast of the LORD for seven days; on the first
day there shall be a sabbath-rest, and on the eighth day a sabbath-rest. 40 And you shall take for
yourselves on the first day the fruit of beautiful trees, branches of palm trees, the boughs of leafy
trees, and willows of the brook; and you shall rejoice before the LORD your God for seven days.
41 You shall keep it as a feast to the LORD for seven days in the year. It shall be a statute forever
in your generations. You shall celebrate it in the seventh month. 42 You shall dwell in booths
for seven days. All who are native Israelites shall dwell in booths, 43 that your generations may
know that I made the children of Israel dwell in booths when I brought them out of the land of
Egypt: I am the LORD your God.’ ” 44 So Moses declared to the children of Israel the feasts of
the LORD.

2. He gave them the stones of Jordan Josh. 4:2-7 - (Dry bed)
a. Joshua 4:2–7 (NKJV) — 2 “Take for yourselves twelve men from the people, one man from

every tribe, 3 and command them, saying, ‘Take for yourselves twelve stones from here, out
of the midst of the Jordan, from the place where the priests’ feet stood firm. You shall carry
them over with you and leave them in the lodging place where you lodge tonight.’ ” 4 Then
Joshua called the twelve men whom he had appointed from the children of Israel, one man
from every tribe; 5 and Joshua said to them: “Cross over before the ark of the LORD your
God into the midst of the Jordan, and each one of you take up a stone on his shoulder,
according to the number of the tribes of the children of Israel, 6 that this may be a sign
among you when your children ask in time to come, saying, ‘What do these stones mean to
you?’ 7 Then you shall answer them that the waters of the Jordan were cut off before the ark
of the covenant of the LORD; when it crossed over the Jordan, the waters of the Jordan were
cut off. And these stones shall be for a memorial to the children of Israel forever.”

B. To Christians He has given the Lord's supper. I Cor. 11:23-26
1. 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) — 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also delivered

to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread; 24 and when
He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is broken for you;
do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup after supper, saying,
“This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance
of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death
till He comes.
a. All these memorials are to keep us with our mind on God.

2. Thus we are have "mind" of Christ in us in all we do (Phil.2:5). 
a. Philippians 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,

3. Must remember purpose of memorial lest we keep it improperly
C. We can keep the form of the Lord's Supper & condemn ourselves by not discerning the Lord's body.

I Cor. 11:27-30.
1. 1 Corinthians 11:27–30 (NKJV) — 27 Therefore whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of

the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty of the body and blood of the Lord. 28 But let a
man examine himself, and so let him eat of the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats
and drinks in an unworthy manner eats and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s
body. 30 For this reason many are weak and sick among you, and many sleep.

2. We are to examine our own hearts. Isa. 1:13-15
a. Isaiah 1:13–15 (NKJV) — 13 Bring no more futile sacrifices; Incense is an abomination to
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Me. The New Moons, the Sabbaths, and the calling of assemblies— I cannot endure iniquity
and the sacred meeting. 14 Your New Moons and your appointed feasts My soul hates; They
are a trouble to Me, I am weary of bearing them. 15 When you spread out your hands, I will
hide My eyes from you; Even though you make many prayers, I will not hear. Your hands
are full of blood.

3. God hated the outward rituals of the Israelites. Mal. 1:6-14.
a. Malachi 1:6–14 (NKJV) — 6 “A son honors his father, And a servant his master. If then I

am the Father, Where is My honor? And if I am a Master, Where is My reverence? Says the
LORD of hosts To you priests who despise My name. Yet you say, ‘In what way have we
despised Your name?’ 7 “You offer defiled food on My altar, But say, ‘In what way have we
defiled You?’ By saying, ‘The table of the LORD is contemptible.’ 8 And when you offer
the blind as a sacrifice, Is it not evil? And when you offer the lame and sick, Is it not evil?
Offer it then to your governor! Would he be pleased with you? Would he accept you
favorably?” Says the LORD of hosts. 9 “But now entreat God’s favor, That He may be
gracious to us. While this is being done by your hands, Will He accept you favorably?” Says
the LORD of hosts. 10 “Who is there even among you who would shut the doors, So that you
would not kindle fire on My altar in vain? I have no pleasure in you,” Says the LORD of
hosts, “Nor will I accept an offering from your hands. 11 For from the rising of the sun, even
to its going down, My name shall be great among the Gentiles; In every place incense shall
be offered to My name, And a pure offering; For My name shall be great among the nations,”
Says the LORD of hosts. 12 “But you profane it, In that you say, ‘The table of the LORD is
defiled; And its fruit, its food, is contemptible.’ 13 You also say, ‘Oh, what a weariness!’
And you sneer at it,” Says the LORD of hosts. “And you bring the stolen, the lame, and the
sick; Thus you bring an offering! Should I accept this from your hand?” Says the LORD. 14
“But cursed be the deceiver Who has in his flock a male, And takes a vow, But sacrifices to
the Lord what is blemished— For I am a great King,” Says the LORD of hosts, “And My
name is to be feared among the nations.

4. Christ showed His dislike for vain worship...Matt. 15:3-9.
a. Matthew 15:3–9 (NKJV) — 3 He answered and said to them, “Why do you also transgress

the commandment of God because of your tradition? 4 For God commanded, saying, ‘Honor
your father and your mother’; and, ‘He who curses father or mother, let him be put to death.’
5 But you say, ‘Whoever says to his father or mother, “Whatever profit you might have
received from me is a gift to God”—6 then he need not honor his father or mother.’ Thus you
have made the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition. 7 Hypocrites! Well did
Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8 ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And
honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me,
Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

D. God hates when our worship becomes no more than ceremony, ritual, outward show, & a boring
routine - = - a hypocritical service!
1. Be careful to Never forget God in the memorials He has given.

V. In Conclusion. 
A. The way back to remembrance is through repentance

1. Heb. 2:1-4 It's time for us to "take the more earnest heed" -- lest we let the knowledge & love
we have of God slip from us. 
a. Hebrews 2:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we

have heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and
every transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we

Page 6 of  7



neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed to us by those who heard Him, 4 God also bearing witness both with signs and
wonders, with various miracles, and gifts of the Holy Spirit, according to His own will?

B. Do not forget God in your obedience to the gospel.
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