
"ATTITUDES NEEDED IN CONGREGATIONAL WORK" - PROVERBS 23:7- “As a man
thinketh in his heart, so is he.”

INTRODUCTION:
A. It goes without saying that this theme of attitudes (this year) is one of self reflection.  For this

congregation many of these topics/subjects under consideration are here as reminders because we
are already doing these things collectively as well as individually.
1. However, we have babes in Christ too who are being reminded that the Christian does not stand

alone, but in UNITY with one another and there is a real danger that sometimes an attitude that
is from our former life, creeps back in.

2. And therefore, we need to have attitude adjustments along the way.
3. This is not only true of babes in Christ but also of those of us who have been a Christian for

many years.
B. As Christians work together in a local congregation, the right attitudes are absolutely necessary in

all things...we have been sanctified (set apart-for a very specific purpose), and there realize that:
1. All the talent in the world cannot make up for wrong attitudes.
2. But, with the right attitudes, our efforts in service to the Lord are enhanced and live up to their

full potential
C. To Define - Attitude is:

1. A State of mind or a feeling, disposition – (Student Reference Library)
2. n 1 : posture 2 : a mental position or feeling with regard to a fact or state 3 : the position of

something in relation to something else (c)2000 Zane Publishing, Inc. and Merriam-Webster,
Incorporated.  All rights reserved.
a. Thus - One’s perception of something; this in turn, stimulates, and directs his reaction to, or

his interaction with it. 
b. To Illustrate - A pessimist or an optimist? 

(1) Politicians
(2) Lawyers
(3) Police Officers
(4) Those of a different race or nationality...
(5) All is based of what we have or haven’t been taught.

c. But, OUR ATTITUDE IS A CHOICE - EACH AND EVERY DAY.
D. In what areas should we be concerned about our attitudes?

1. Our attitude toward God
2. Our attitude toward ourselves as individuals
3. Our attitude toward our brethren
4. Our attitude toward the work we do together as a church - In a least these four areas, we must

be sure to maintain the proper attitudes
a. And what are the proper attitudes?  Let's begin with our STUDY today... WIT THE STUDY

OF OUR ATTITUDE TOWARDS GOD

II. ATTITUDES TOWARD GOD - REVERENCE AND AWE
A. It begins with REVERENTIAL AWE - Proverbs 1:7 - 7The fear of the Lord is the beginning of

knowledge,  But fools despise wisdom and instruction.
1. We sing the song - I STAND IN AWE OF YOU! - are these just word to be repeated time afer

time?
2. Have you contemplated what this song is really saying?

B. We stand in Awe and Reverence because of: ,,,,, WHO GOD IS 
1. Psalm 89:7-11 -7God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, And to be held in
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reverence by all those around Him.  8O Lord God of hosts, Who is mighty like You, O Lord? 
Your faithfulness also surrounds You.  9You rule the raging of the sea; When its waves rise, You
still them.  10You have broken Rahab in pieces, as one who is slain; You have scattered Your
enemies with Your mighty arm.  11The heavens are Yours, the earth also is Yours; The world
and all its fullness, You have founded them.

C. And because of who we are!
1. Psalm 100:2-4 -2Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before His presence with singing.  3Know

that the Lord, He is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and
the sheep of His pasture.  4Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with
praise. Be thankful to Him, and bless His name.

2. Eccl 12:13-14 - 13Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear God and keep His
commandments, For this is man’s all.  14For God will bring every work into judgment, Including
every secret thing, Whether good or evil.
a. Cf 2 Corinthians 5:10; Hebrews 9:27

(1) 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) — 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of
Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has
done, whether good or bad.

(2) Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the
judgment,

3. Romans 3:9,23
a. Paul asks this question - vrs 9What then? Are we better than they? Not at all. For we have

previously charged both Jews and Greeks that they are all under sin. . . . . . . . . . . 
(1) Then answers it in this way - “NOT AT ALL” 

b. Then explains why it is this way - vrs 23for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
D. What He Has DONE for US ...

1. Psalm 111:9 - He has sent redemption to His people; He has commanded His covenant forever:
Holy and awesome, (reverend), is His name.

2. Cf John 3:16; Romans 5:8
a. John 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,

that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.
b. Romans 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we

were still sinners, Christ died for us.
E. The very Motive Behind “ALL THAT WE DO”

1. Hebrews 12:28-29 - 28 Therefore, since we are receiving a kingdom which cannot be shaken,
let us have grace, by which we may serve God acceptably with reverence and godly fear. 29For
our God is a consuming fire.

F. Brings about the RESULTS of PROPER RESPECT FOR HIS WORD:
1. Psalm 119:38 - 38 Establish Your word to Your servant, Who is devoted to fearing You.

a. Psalm 119:161 - 161 Princes persecute me without a cause, But my heart stands in awe of
Your word.

2. Our respect for God and His Word, (or lack thereof) will affect our approach to the need for
Divine Authority!! 
a. Matthew 21:25 - The Baptism of John - where was it from? From Heaven or from Men?

3. It is for this very reason that the child of God demans a book, Chapter and Verse is all things that
pertain unto spiritual things.....
a. Col 3:17-  17And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus,

giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
G. So my question is to you - what is your attitude towards God in this area of your WALK?
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III. NEXT is OUR LOVE for GOD...
A. We must have the right kind of love toward God

1. It must be GENUINE and it MUST BE TOTAL.
a. Jesus defined this kind of love in Matthew 22:37–38 (NKJV) — 37 Jesus said to him,

“ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all
your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment.

2. - Do we love the Lord with all our heart, soul, and mind?
B. This type of LOVE leads me to OBEY in all things....

1. John 14:15,23,24 - 15“If you love Me, keep My commandments. . . . . . 
a. Vrs 23 - Jesus answered and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and

My Father will love him, and We will come to him and make Our home with him. 
b. Vrs 24 - “He who does not love Me does not keep My words;

2. Does not complain or have a bad attitude to do the things God has commanded us:
a. 1 John 5:2-3 - 2 By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and

keep His commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments.
And His commandments are not burdensome.

C. This type of love found in the faithful of old, and In His Son are an examples that must imitated in
our daily lives.
1. 1 John 5:1-3 - 1 . . . . .everyone who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of

Him. -  (NKJV) — 1 Whoever believes that Jesus is the Christ is born of God, and everyone
who loves Him who begot also loves him who is begotten of Him. 2 By this we know that we
love the children of God, when we love God and keep His commandments. 3 For this is the love
of God, that we keep His commandments. And His commandments are not burdensome.

2. Matthew 22:38,39 -  38 “This is the first and great commandment. 39“And the second is like
it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’

D. When we Love God as we should - we will also LOVE :
1. His Word - Psalm 119:97 (NKJV) — 97 Oh, how I love Your law! It is my meditation all the

day.
2. His People - John 13:35 (NKJV) — 35 By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you

have love for one another.”
3. And the Lost - Matthew 22:39 (NKJV) — 39 And the second is like it: ‘You shall love your

neighbor as yourself.’
E. Are we truly in Love with God?

IV. FAITH AND TRUST...
A. True Faith is a strong conviction and trust which brings about submission  in things one does not see

– HEB. 11:1 – much Evidence –  JN. 20:30-31 ; 21:24-25
1. Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of

things not seen.
a. John 20:30–31 (NKJV) — 30 And truly Jesus did many other signs in the presence of His

disciples, which are not written in this book; 31 but these are written that you may believe
that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may have life in His name.

b. John 21:24–25 (NKJV) — 24 This is the disciple who testifies of these things, and wrote
these things; and we know that his testimony is true. 25 And there are also many other things
that Jesus did, which if they were written one by one, I suppose that even the world itself
could not contain the books that would be written. Amen.

2. Without faith, it is impossible to please God - Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it
is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
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rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.
a. Note the Action
b. The Conviction
c. and the DILIGENCE

B. Take note of Hebrews 11 - the great men and women of Faith listed here: BY FAITH THEY DID....
1. James 2:21-24 speaks of Abraham in this way - 21Was not Abraham our father justified by

works when he offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22Do you see that faith was working together
with his works, and by works faith was made perfect? 23And the Scripture was fulfilled which
says, “Abraham believed God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was
called the friend of God. 24You see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only

2. These examples all show is that the faith and trust we have in God is based on 3 factors:
a. God said something
b. Man heard what He said
c. And Man Did what He said.
d. No Different today - but have we become dull of hearing God?.

3. Do we live today IN THE SHOW ME STATE?   NO!!!
a. Hebrews 11:13 (NKJV) — 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but

having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were
strangers and pilgrims on the earth.

4. THIS Faith must be combined with TRUST
a. Matthew 8:23-27 ---- 24And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was

covered with the waves. But He was asleep. 25Then His disciples came to Him and awoke
Him, saying, “Lord, save us! We are perishing!” 26But He said to them, “Why are you
fearful, O you of little faith?” Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there
was a great calm. 27So the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the winds and
the sea obey Him?”

b. Let me ask you all this question - How did their perception of Christ change here?
5. When we have this faith coupled with Trust in God always - it empowers us to overcome:

a. Anxieties - Matthew 6:20 (NKJV) — 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven,
where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal.

b. Discouragement - 2 Corinthians 4:7–17 (NKJV) — 7 But we have this treasure in earthen
vessels, that the excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-pressed
on every side, yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not
forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed—10 always carrying about in the body the dying
of the Lord Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who
live are always delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be
manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So then death is working in us, but life in you. 13 And
since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore
I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, 14 knowing that He who raised up the Lord
Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with you. 15 For all things are for
your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound
to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is
perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which
is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory,

c. Sin - Romans 5:1 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ,

d. Temptation - Ephesians 6:16 (NKJV) — 16 above all, taking the shield of faith with which
you will be able to quench all the fiery darts of the wicked one.
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e. And the World - 1 John 5:4 (NKJV) — 4 For whatever is born of God overcomes the world.
And this is the victory that has overcome the world—our faith.

C. Now the question is - Do we have the kind of faith that pleases God?
a. If not – Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the

word of God.

V. THIS FAITH MUST BE COMBINED WITH THANKFULNESS...
A. Every Christian should have "the attitude of gratitude" - cf. COl. 3:17; EPH. 5:20

1. Colossians 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the
Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God the Father through Him.
a. Ephesians 5:20 (NKJV) — 20 giving thanks always for all things to God the Father in the

name of our Lord Jesus Christ,
B. It’s not difficult to be thankful when we count our blessings - Psalm 126:3 (NKJV) — 3 The LORD

has done great things for us, And we are glad.
1. Thankfulness and gratitude will help REMOVE:

a. Bitterness
b. And Apathy

2. And INSTILL in our HEARTS:
a. Consistent Attendance
b. Sincere Worship
c. Holy Living
d. and Mercy filled with Love

C. The result of being unthankful is  God's righteous indignation is toward those who have become
unthankful - cf. ROM. 1:18-21

a. Romans 1:18–21 (NKJV) — 18 For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all
ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19
because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has shown it to them. 20
For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, being understood
by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that they are without
excuse, 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, nor were
thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were darkened.
(1) An attitude of thankfulness for the blessings we have will help set aside the bitterness

that often destroys the spirit of a congregation
b. If our relationship with God is right, it increases the likelihood that our relationship with

others will be smooth as well - PROV. 16:7
(1) Proverbs 16:7 (NKJV) — 7 When a man’s ways please the LORD, He makes even his

enemies to be at peace with him.

VI. In CONCLUSION:
A. Ideal attitudes make for ideal working conditions among the members of a local church...

1. Attitude improvement can be compared to the woodcutter sharpening his ax – ECCL. 10:10 –
“If the axe is dull and he does not sharpen its edge, then he must exert more strength.”

2. Ecclesiastes 10:10 (NKJV) — 10 If the ax is dull, And one does not sharpen the edge, Then he
must use more strength; But wisdom brings success.

B. If we want the work of the congregation to go smooth, hone our attitudes!
C. Certainly the attitudes described in this lesson will help the cause of Christ in any  congregation...

1. They will improve our relation with God, ourselves, our brethren, and our work   
2. They will also make us "useful to the Master, prepared for every good work" - 2 TIM. 2:21 
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a. 2 Timothy 2:21 (NKJV) — 21 Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will
be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work.

D. Are we developing the right kind of attitudes that prepare us for the work of the Lord?
1. Is your attitude towards God what it should be? FILLED WITH:

a. Reverence and Awe
b. Love 
c. Faith and Trust
d. And Thankfulness?

2. The Choice is yours - 1 Samuel 12:24 (NKJV) — 24 Only fear the LORD, and serve Him in
truth with all your heart; for consider what great things He has done for you.
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