
Why Christ Must Come First - Col. 1:18; Lk. 14:26 ; Rev. 22:13; Heb. 12:2
Introduction:

A. Jesus said, in Rev. 22:13, "I am the Alpha and the Omega, the first and the last, the beginning and
the end." cf 1:8;17
1. "Alpha" and "Omega" are the first and last letters of the Greek alphabet.
2. So, from beginning to end - the Son of God's presence is central in the scheme of redemption ...
3. In the Bible, and in God's plan for man - Jesus is everywhere; Jesus is everything.
4. So as a disciple of His - in the daily race of faith, we must ever be "fixing our eyes on Jesus, the

author and perfecter of our faith," (Heb. 12:2).
a. An inherited, creedal faith is a phony substitute for personal faith in Jesus, and faithfulness

to Him.
b. It matters not is you are a denominational member or a member of the Church of the Lord,

this mind set and attitude is not biblical.
B. NOW --- To accept Christ; to be a Disciple of Christ and a Christian by name means TO

RENOUNCE ALL OTHER MASTERS, AND GIVE OURSELVES WHOLLY TO HIM.
1. It means, while we will have other relationships - the relationship we have with Christ is first!

a. Jesus said, one time, "If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife
and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple," -
(Lk.14:26).

2. JESUS MUST BE FIRST (period) no if’s ands or buts.
C. This morning - during this time - I want to give reasons why JESUS MUST BE FIRST. 

1. In the Word of God, you'll find many reasons why Jesus must be first ... we'll consider ten; TEN
REASONS WHY JESUS MUST COME FIRST.
a. While I don't believe I'll have time to comment on all ten, I believe ten are the minimal

reasons I would recommend, because there are so many more reasons I could and would
suggest to anyone.

2. So, let me go through the list of all ten points; then I'll come back and start with #1 - and we'll
go as far as we can.
a. There is no other place for Him.
b. Nobody has done for you what Christ did.
c. His moral perfection.
d. The promise of Matt. 6:33 (NKJV) — 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His

righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you.
e. We need Him.
f. He affords us the greatest opportunity life offers.
g. He is the only One who can save us from wrath.
h. Who He is.
i. He put us first.
j. No one ever taught as He taught.

D. Christ MUST BE FIRST IN OUR LIVES . . because . . . .

II. There Is No Other Place For Him.
A. Because of who Jesus is; because of what He did; because of His exalted location, at the right hand

of God --- THERE IS NO OTHER PLACE FOR HIM; He ought to be first.
B. I say that, because Colossians 1:18 says that "in all things He may have the pre-eminence."

1. PRE-EMINENCE means - superior to all others.
2. Now, that's a fact ... whether we accept it, or reject it.
3. This is His position: READ THE SURROUNDING VERSES IN THE CONTEXT OF
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COLOSSIANS 1:18 ...(NKJV) — 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the
beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence.
a. Colossians 1:15–19 (NKJV) — 15 He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over

all creation. 16 For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and that are on earth,
visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or powers. All things
were created through Him and for Him. 17 And He is before all things, and in Him all things
consist. 18 And He is the head of the body, the church, who is the beginning, the firstborn
from the dead, that in all things He may have the preeminence. 19 For it pleased the Father
that in Him all the fullness should dwell,

4. So, regardless of my response, my attitude or my indifference to all this - THIS IS THE
POSITION JESUS OCCUPIES.

5. There is NO OTHER PLACE FOR HIM.
C. And this is why He said, "...whoever of you does not forsake all that he has cannot be My disciple,"

(Lk. 14:33).
D. Christ ought to come first in my life, everyday ... because there is no other place for Him.

1. God has granted unto Him "all authority," - Matthew 28:18 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and
spoke to them, saying, “All authority has been given to Me in heaven and on earth.

2. He is equal with the Father - John 5:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 For the Father judges no one, but has
committed all judgment to the Son, 23 that all should honor the Son just as they honor the Father.
He who does not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him.

3. He is the object of our faith and our worship (there is no other reason to be here today), and He
is the only access we have to God.

E. Clearly then, He ought to be first in my life ... because there is no other place for Him.

III. Nobody Has Done For You What Christ Has Done. — Romans 5:6 (NKJV) — 6 For when we were
still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.
A. Even if you are not very old; perhaps a young person -- I know, there are several people you can

name, who have done great things for you; people who have sacrificed for you, and who have
demonstrated their love and care in many ways.
1. Your parents, and grandparents.
2. Good people in the local church who have graced your life with encouragement, and good

influences.
3. Personally, I am mindful of my parents, my grand parents, my father in law ...... my children ...

and several brethren who have helped me in so many ways.
a. But nobody has done for me what Jesus did!!

4. And, these people on earth who have helped me in so many ways ... I believe the Lord was
behind those good influences.

B. Nobody has done for you what Christ has done ... "For when we were still without strength, in due
time Christ died for the ungodly."
1. That's Rom. 5:6, and I need to continue ... 

a. "For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would
even dare to die. But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still
sinners, Christ died for us...."  (Rom. 5:6-8).

2. I need to make sure Christ is the priority of my life, because NOBODY HAS DONE FOR ME
WHAT JESUS DID.

C. Where would we be, without Him?
1. And the answer is, dead in sin; separated from God; lost, and without hope - but facing certain

death.
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2. Christ must be first, because nobody has ever done for me what Jesus did.

IV. Christ is First in my Life because of His Moral Perfection.
A. The thoughtful Bible student; the serious reader of Matthew, Mark, Luke and John is impressed by

the moral perfection of Christ.
1. We discover - the portrait of a man, a real man, who displays perfection at every stage of

development and in every circumstance of life.
a. Jesus Christ performed no action, spoke no word that required apology or confession.
b. He invited the closest investigation and scrutiny of His life by friend or foe ...

2. He said one time, "Which of you convicteth me of sin?"- John 8:46 (NKJV) — 46 Which of you
convicts Me of sin? And if I tell the truth, why do you not believe Me?
a. His life was an open book ... is an open book.

3. From all of this, He emerged with a reputation untarnished.
B. Think about it --- THERE IS NOT ONE STATEMENT WHICH, CONSISTENTLY

INTERPRETED, CAN BE MADE TO IMPLY LESS THAN SINLESSNESS FOR OUR LORD.
1. And, four affirmations by different New Testament writers are unequivocal in their testimony:

a. 1 Pet. 2:22 - He "committed no sin, nor was deceit found in His mouth,"
(1) Isaiah 53:9 (NKJV) — 9 And they made His grave with the wicked— But with the rich

at His death, Because He had done no violence, Nor was any deceit in His mouth.
b. 2 Corinthians 5:21 (NKJV) — 21 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that

we might become the righteousness of God in Him. - He "knew no sin."
c. Hebrews 4:15 (NKJV) — 15 For we do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with

our weaknesses, but was in all points tempted as we are, yet without sin. - says He "was in
all points tempted as we are, yet without sin."

d. 1 John 3:3 (NKJV) — 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as
He is pure. - "He is pure."

2. It is a striking fact that the Scriptures affirm - in a very direct way - THE SINLESSNESS, THE
MORAL PERFECTION OF JESUS CHRIST.

C. One aspect of this that ought to impress us is - the character of our Lord was wonderfully balanced,
with neither excess nor deficiency.
1. There is a beautiful symmetry of character in Jesus.

a. He manifested the prudence of the serpent, but the simplicity of the dove.
b. He mastered the difficult art of displaying sympathy without surrendering principle.

2. Many men are notable for one conspicuous virtue or grace ... 
a. Moses for meekness, 
b. Job for patience, 
c. John for love.

3. But in Jesus - you find EVERYTHING, in perfect balance ... a balance never disturbed.
D. So, I need to put Jesus first in my life; my allegiance to Him ought to be the core motivation of my

life --- so that in everything, HE IS FIRST ... one reason this is wise is, THE FACT OF HIS MORAL
PERFECTION.

V. I Should Put Jesus First, Because Of The Promise of Matt. 6:33.
A. In His Sermon on the Mount, He said this --- "But seek first the kingdom of God and His

righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you."
1. Jesus gives us this pledge or promise - but it is accompanied by a condition: "Seek first the

kingdom of God and His righteousness ..."
a. If I want God to add these things to my life; If I want to enjoy the promise, I must do the
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seeking required ...
2. "Seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness ..."

a. And I think we know - that when we put Jesus first in our lives, we are doing what this verse
says -- BECAUSE HE IS THE KING, AND HE EMBODIES THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF
GOD.

B. Now I want to say -- Matt. 6:33 is rather straight forward, we seek first the kingdom, and God
blesses us ... BUT - LIKE EVERY OTHER VERSE IN THE BIBLE, THIS ONE HAS A
CONTEXT ... 
1. The subject here - in this part of Matthew 6 - is WORRY .... that's right.

a. The question immediately at hand is worry.
2. And Jesus want us to know – OUR FATHER KNOWS WHAT WE NEED, AND HE HAS

COMMITTED HIMSELF TO HIS PEOPLE.
a. Now, we need to believe that.
b. I know, we are compelled to take something like this --- and analyze it, investigate it, argue

about it and bring up some exception to it.
c. We just need to believe it; and then live like we believe it.

(1) OUR FATHER KNOWS WHAT WE NEED, AND HE HAS COMMITTED
HIMSELF TO HIS PEOPLE.

3. That's the subject in the last part of Matthew 6 ...
a. Listen, and I think you'll agree: Matthew 6:25–34 (NKJV) — 25 “Therefore I say to you,

do not worry about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body,
what you will put on. Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look
at the birds of the air, for they neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly
Father feeds them. Are you not of more value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can
add one cubit to his stature? 28 “So why do you worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of
the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29 and yet I say to you that even Solomon
in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if God so clothes the grass of the
field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He not much more clothe
you, O you of little faith? 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’ or ‘What
shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles seek. For
your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom of
God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not
worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day
is its own trouble.

b. Our heavenly Father knows what we need, and He is committed to be gracious and caring
and provide for us ... JESUS WANTS US TO KNOW THAT.

4. But we have a part in this, and our part is to avoid consuming worry - even over essentials -
USING OUR ENERGY TO PURSUE THE KINGDOM OF GOD.
a. The idea is, If I believe God will take care of me and provide for me ...

(1) Believing that promise, I can put the Kingdom first ... I can be consumed in the
overwhelming importance of the kingdom, and the will of the King.

b. Do we have that type of Faith?
5. "But seek first his kingdom and his righteousness, and all these things will be given to you as

well."
C. Bro. Paul Earnhart wrote about this one time ... He said ...

1. "That Jesus is primarily concerned with the choice between the world, and the kingdom is made
evident by the full context of His warning about worry. The thought that begins with ‘Be not
anxious for your life' in verse 25 is not completed until verse 33: 'but seek first His kingdom...'
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This is the same 'not ... but' construction which the Lord used in John 6:27 when making the
same point: 'Work not for the food that perishes, but for the food which abides to eternal life...'
Here, as in Matthew, the Great Teacher's intention is not to demand absolute abstention from one
and the exclusive pursuit of the other. He is simply challenging us to decide which will hold the
high ground in our hearts - food, drink and clothing or the righteousness of the rule of heaven
-that which perishes, or that which abides. God must always be the first love of those who choose
the latter." - Paul Earnhart, Christianity Magazine, Jan. '87.

VI. Christ Needs to Be First In Our Lives Because - We Need Him.
A. As we grow up, gain experience in life, and develop some maturity - we begin to recognize there are

certain things we need.
1. We also become very aware of things we want ...

a. But hopefully - sober reflection and study leads us to acknowledge, there are some basic
needs we have.

2. Spiritually, in regard to the soul – I become aware that I have certain needs.
3. Let me just bring up just one: Freedom.

a. Not political freedom, though that is a good thing; Not financial freedom, though we all
would like that ....

B. Not freedom from all discomfort, pain and illness - though that is also a legitimate desire.
1. What we need is personal freedom from the guilt and bondage of sin, AND THAT IS EXACTLY

WHAT JESUS OFFERS ... freedom from the guilt and bondage of sin.
C. You see - when I sin; when I do what the devil wants me to do, NOT ONLY DO I DISPLEASE

GOD AND INCUR GUILT, I BECOME THE DEVIL'S SERVANT.
1. We know this is so, because of Paul's teaching about it - in Romans 6 ... "Do you not know that

to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are that one's slaves whom you obey,
whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to righteousness," (Rom. 6:16).
a. Paul is writing to the Romans, and he says - DO YOU NOT KNOW THIS?
b. If you present yourself to the devil, and you live as he directs - GUESS WHAT? 

(1) Youv'e made the devil your master!
c. Paul calls that -- sin leading to death.

2. And Jesus said the same thing ... in John 8:34 -- "Most assuredly, I say to you, whoever commits
sins is a slave of sin."

3. So, we need FREEDOM --- from the guilt and bondage of sin ...
D. And that's what Jesus offers.

1. We need to be forgiven and freed, so we can serve the right Master, and Jesus died to make that
possible.

2. He bore our sin, our guilt ... and died in our place -- SO THAT WE CAN BE FORGIVEN AND
FREED TO SERVE THE RIGHT MASTER.

3. This is why - He should be Number One.
4. If you have not obeyed the gospel, you need to know --- it is not necessary to be confined and

cramped and punished in the prison of sin ...
5. BECAUSE OF JESUS, THE PARDON HAS BEEN GRANTED ... but you must accept it, to

be forgiven and freed TO SERVE THE RIGHT MASTER.
E. Jesus should come first.

VII. Christ Is 1st In Our Life because He Affords Us The Greatest Opportunity Life Offers.
A. Have you thought about this? 

1. Just what does life here on earth offer? 
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2. What is the greatest thing I can do, with my life here on earth?
B. There is an interesting book written on this subject.

1. What will I do with my life here on earth; OR -- what is the greatest thing I can do ??
2. There is a book about this - and you have it in your hands today!
3. It's called ECCLESIASTES; written by Solomon, and you have it, in the Old Testament.

C. Solomon set out to see "what was that good for the sons of men, which they should do under the
heaven all the days of their life."
1. That's Eccl. 2:3 - and that sets the theme for this marvelous book.
2. Solomon searched for meaning and happiness in life --- and he experimented with a number of

pursuits.
a. HE TRIED WISDOM -- he devoted himself to learn all he could, but found that to be a "sore

travail."
b. HE TIRED PLEASURE -- wine, possessions, music, concubines .. And he said (2:10):

"Whatsoever mine eyes desired I kept not from them, I withheld not my heart from any joy,"
but the conclusion was, he was left empty, and he pronounced that verdict that echoes
through the book --- VANITY OF VANITIES.

c. HE PURSUED WEALTH --- but he found wealth to be accompanied by problems, and
besides ... it can be quickly lost, and you cannot use it after you die.

3. Solomon evaluated life under the sun, here on earth; he experimented with what the world has
to offer --- AND HIS CONCLUSION WAS --- THE ANSWER IS NOT HERE UNDER THE
SUN ...

4. THE CONCLUSION, OR THE ANSWER IS... Fear God, and keep His commandments; for this
is the whole duty of man.
a. Ecclesiastes 12:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 Let us hear the conclusion of the whole matter: Fear

God and keep His commandments, For this is man’s all. 14 For God will bring every work
into judgment, Including every secret thing, Whether good or evil.

D. When I put Jesus first, I'm fearing God, and keeping His commandments ... I'm fulfilling the purpose
of my existence, and I'm taking advantage of THE GREATEST OPPORTUNITY LIFE HAS TO
OFFER ... 
1. Glorifying God & Honoring His Son.

VIII. Christ Is 1st In Our Lives because He Is The Only One Who Can Save Us From Wrath. ----
Romans 5:9 (NKJV) — 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be
saved from wrath through Him.

A. I'm afraid many people have not honestly dealt with the issue of WHERE THEY WILL SPEND
ETERNITY.
1. Death may seem to be so remote, so distant.
2. We seem to be so attached to this world, and the things of this world.... only with great difficulty

or in some extraordinary circumstance - do we even think about WHERE WE WILL SPEND
ETERNITY.

3. Everlasting punishment in hell is something to think about, and be afraid of !!
a. Jesus said ... "And fear not them which kill the body, but are not able to kill the soul: but

rather fear him which is able to destroy both soul and body in hell."  (Matthew 10:28, KJV).
b. In Rev. 21:8, He identifies some who will be there ... "But the fearful, and unbelieving, and

the abominable, and murderers, and whoremongers, and sorcerers, and idolaters, and all liars,
shall have their part in the lake which burneth with fire and brimstone: which is the second
death."  (Revelation 21:8, KJV).

4. Make no mistake about this; be mature enough to take it seriously — Everlasting punishment
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in hell is something to think about, and be afraid of !!
B. But Jesus doesn't want you to suffer that punishment ... and He died to save you from that wrath .....

1. This is Rom. 5:9 -- "...having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath
through Him."

2. I read about hell in the Bible, and I know what kind of people will go there ... but in the same
Bible, I READ ABOUT JESUS, WHO SHED HIS BLOOD ... that I might be saved from wrath
through Him.

C. This is part of the total motivation; this is another reason to GIVE HIM PRE-EMINENCE.

IX. Christ is 1st In Our Life because of Who He Is.
A. It is essential, at the outset of your thoughts about God and the gospel - IT IS ESSENTIAL TO

COME FACE TO FACE WITH THE BIBLE'S CLAIM REGARDING WHO JESUS IS.
1. The Bible's claim is - not just that Jesus was one of the great spiritual leaders of the world.
2. Jesus isn't just great - like Alexander the Great, Napoleon or somebody else ...
3. Jesus is not "the Great," He is the ONLY; He has no peers, no rivals and no successors.
4. He is genuinely unique, and the substance and significance of that claim is something we must

come face to face with ... at the very outset of our thoughts about God and conversion.
B. And when I decide to face this claim, and let God's Word introduce me to Jesus .... I must decide,

IT IS THE BIBLICAL PORTRAIT OF HIM THAT IS AUTHENTIC; not the portraits of Jesus
fashioned in the minds of men.
1. There seems to be a perennial tendency to fashion a Christ, with a modern appeal ... this is why

Paul warned of false teachers preaching "a Jesus other than the real Jesus," (2 Cor. 11:4).
a. 2 Corinthians 11:4 (NKJV) — 4 For if he who comes preaches another Jesus whom we

have not preached, or if you receive a different spirit which you have not received, or a
different gospel which you have not accepted—you may well put up with it!

2. The gospel given by God imparts the truth I need about WHO JESUS IS.
C. I'd like to call your attention to the first chapter of John, where some of these extraordinary claims

are written:
1. In verse 1, Jesus is identified as "God," and John affirms in verse 3 that "all things were made

through Him, and without Him nothing was made that was  made."
a. So Jesus is Deity; Jesus is Creator ..."In Him was life, and the life was the light of men ..."

2. In verse 9, "...the true Light which which gives light to every man coming into the world."
3. Verse 14: "and the Word became flesh, and dwelt among us, and we beheld His glory, the glory

as of the only begotten of the Father, full of grace and truth."
4. "...the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ," (verse 17).
5. In verse 18, "The only begotten Son..."
6. In verse 29, "Behold! The Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world."
7. John is saying -- THIS IS WHO JESUS IS ... and after making these claims, he offers evidence

...
8. Near the end of the book, he makes this statement: Jno. 20:30,31. —"And truly Jesus did many

other signs in the presence of His disciples, which are not written in this book; but these are
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son of God, and that believing you may
have life in His name.

D. This statement is made in connection with His Resurrection -- so WHO JESUS IS  must be take into
account, He is the Resurrected Lord.
1. And this event, His resurrection, provides solid, visible, tangible, public evidence of God's

approval of Jesus - and God's purpose to complete what He planned in His perfect mind, back
before the world began.
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2. Jesus ought to be number one in my life, and in your life ... because of who He is.
3. And let me say --- it is not enough to believe what the Bible says about baptism and the church

... it is not enough to be aware of the error of denominational religion ...
E. We need to know Jesus Christ; believe in Him ... and put Him first.

X. Christ is 1st in our Lives Because, He put us first, — 2 Cor. 5:14-15; 1 Pet. 3:18.
A. Listen please, 2 Cor. 5:14-15 ... "For the love of Christ controls us, having concluding this, that one

died for all, therefore all died; and He died for all, that they who live should no longer live for
themselves, but for Him who died and rose again on their behalf."
1. When Jesus died this death - WHO WAS HE PUTTING FIRST?
2. I believe we need to admit - that as He suffered, and when He died, WHILE HE WAS

CERTAINLY MOTIVATED BY ALLEGIANCE TO GOD ...
3. He was also motivated by, and mindful of -- OUR NEEDS.
4. He endured that pain; put up with all that ridicule, and bore that undeserved punishment ...

THAT HE MIGHT BRING US TO GOD.
B. And so Peter wrote, in 1 Pet. 3:18 ... "For Christ also hath once suffered for sins, the just for the

unjust, that he might bring us to God, being put to death in the flesh, but quickened by the Spirit."
(1Peter 3:18, KJV).

C. Aware of this, that He put us first, we should now put Him first.

XI. Christ is 1st in my Life because No one ever taught as He taught, - John 7:46; Matt. 7:28-29;
Col. 2:3.

A. A man came to Jesus one evening; He said, "We know that thou art a teacher come from God." 
1. His name was Nicodemus 
2. ... some time later, the officers of the chief priests said: "Never man spake like this man," (Jno.

7:46).
B. Now Jesus lived in an age when many outstanding teachers had exercised far-reaching influence ...

BUT IN SOLITARY SPLENDOR, HE TOWERS ABOVE ALL OF THEM.
1. Sir Eward Arnold, one of the greatest authorities on Buddhism, declared that "one sentence from

the Sermon on the Mount was worth more than everything Buddha had ever taught."
2. The infidel, J.J. Rousseau said, "what purity in the manner of Christ! What an affecting

gracefulness in His instructions! What sublimity in His maxims! What profound wisdom in His
discourses!"

3. Paul said, in Him "are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge," (Col. 2:3).
a. Colossians 2:3 (NKJV) — 3 in whom are hidden all the treasures of wisdom and knowledge.

C. No other teacher ...
1. ... has so skilfully and successfully combined simplicity and truth.
2. No other teacher ever gave such wealth of wisdom in dealing with life.
3. Nothing shallow or trivial passed through His lips.
4. His "Sermon on the Mount" is the loftiest ethical pronouncement of all time ... and He did not

scale down His ethical demands to appeal to the culture of His day.
D. Jesus will forever remain the Peerless Preacher .. He abides without rival as the World's Master

Teacher ... and this is another reason why He should be first.
1. And if He is first - my heart will be filled with His teaching, and as I live from day to day, there

will be obedience.
2. Indeed He said - we should build our lives on the foundation of hearing and doing what He said.

XII. In Conclusion:
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A. Why must Jesus come first in my life?
1. There is no other place for Him.
2. Nobody has done for you what Christ did.
3. His moral perfection.
4. The promise of Matt. 6:33.
5. We need Him.
6. He affords us the greatest opportunity life offers.
7. He is the only One who can save us from wrath.
8. Who He is.
9. He put us first.
10. No one ever taught as He taught.

B. Is Jesus your number one priority? Lk. 14:25-27.
1. Luke 14:25–27 (NKJV) — 25 Now great multitudes went with Him. And He turned and said

to them, 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother, wife and children,
brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple. 27 And whoever does
not bear his cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.
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