
LOVING GOD WITH ALL OUR HEARTS - Matt. 22:37-38 - This is the text for our lesson.
Intro.

A. As we draw swiftly to the close of another year - it is my prayer that we all have done some soul
searching and made the necessary changes that are needed - for without a heart that LOVES GOD
above all else - how then can we hope to hear those words of welcome ---- WELL DONE!   It is with
this in mind that the question asked of Jesus - is a good one that we should here also ask.
1. Matthew 22:34–40 (NKJV) — 34 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the

Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question, testing
Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus said to
him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with
all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like it: ‘You
shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the Law and the
Prophets.”

2. Luke 10:25–28 (NKJV) — 25 And behold, a certain lawyer stood up and tested Him, saying,
“Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?” 26 He said to him, “What is written in the law?
What is your reading of it?” 27 So he answered and said, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your strength, and with all your mind,’
and ‘your neighbor as yourself.’ ” 28 And He said to him, “You have answered rightly; do this
and you will live.”

3. Mark 12:28–34 (NKJV) — 28 Then one of the scribes came, and having heard them reasoning
together, perceiving that He had answered them well, asked Him, “Which is the first
commandment of all?” 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is: ‘Hear,
O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. 30 And you shall love the LORD your God
with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This
is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.” 32 So the scribe said to Him,
“Well said, Teacher. You have spoken the truth, for there is one God, and there is no other but
He. 33 And to love Him with all the heart, with all the understanding, with all the soul, and with
all the strength, and to love one’s neighbor as oneself, is more than all the whole burnt offerings
and sacrifices.” 34 Now when Jesus saw that he answered wisely, He said to him, “You are not
far from the kingdom of God.” But after that no one dared question Him.

B. A good example of one who loved God with all is heart is king David of the Old Testament. — Acts
13:22 (NKJV) — 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as king, to whom
also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man after My own heart,
who will do all My will.’
1. He lived so close to God that he reflected aspects of the divine heart.
2. Want to consider the "heart" experience of David as an intro to more that will follow.

I. THE INTEGRITY OF HIS HEART - 1 Kings 9:4 (NKJV) — 4 Now if you walk before Me as your
father David walked, in integrity of heart and in uprightness, to do according to all that I have
commanded you, and if you keep My statutes and My judgments, ----[The Word "integrity" here denotes
simplicity and is key to understanding David's personal life as revealed in Psalms. This man, David, was
a man who knew something about:]
A. The openness of heart - Psalm 26:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Vindicate me, O LORD, For I have walked in

my integrity. I have also trusted in the LORD; I shall not slip. 2 Examine me, O LORD, and prove
me; Try my mind and my heart.
1. It is generally supposed that this appeal to heaven was written by David at the time when

Ish-bosheth was assassinated by Bannah and Rechab.
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a. 2 Samuel 4:1–7 (NKJV) — 1 When Saul’s son heard that Abner had died in Hebron, he lost
heart, and all Israel was troubled. 2 Now Saul’s son had two men who were captains of
troops. The name of one was Baanah and the name of the other Rechab, the sons of Rimmon
the Beerothite, of the children of Benjamin. (For Beeroth also was part of Benjamin, 3
because the Beerothites fled to Gittaim and have been sojourners there until this day.) 4
Jonathan, Saul’s son, had a son who was lame in his feet. He was five years old when the
news about Saul and Jonathan came from Jezreel; and his nurse took him up and fled. And
it happened, as she made haste to flee, that he fell and became lame. His name was
Mephibosheth. 5 Then the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite, Rechab and Baanah, set out and
came at about the heat of the day to the house of Ishbosheth, who was lying on his bed at
noon. 6 And they came there, all the way into the house, as though to get wheat, and they
stabbed him in the stomach. Then Rechab and Baanah his brother escaped. 7 For when they
came into the house, he was lying on his bed in his bedroom; then they struck him and killed
him, beheaded him and took his head, and were all night escaping through the plain.

2. David was protesting his innocence of complicity in that treacherous murder.
a. 2 Samuel 4:8–12 (NKJV) — 8 And they brought the head of Ishbosheth to David at Hebron,

and said to the king, “Here is the head of Ishbosheth, the son of Saul your enemy, who sought
your life; and the LORD has avenged my lord the king this day of Saul and his descendants.”
9 But David answered Rechab and Baanah his brother, the sons of Rimmon the Beerothite,
and said to them, “As the LORD lives, who has redeemed my life from all adversity, 10
when someone told me, saying, ‘Look, Saul is dead,’ thinking to have brought good news,
I arrested him and had him executed in Ziklag—the one who thought I would give him a
reward for his news. 11 How much more, when wicked men have killed a righteous
person in his own house on his bed? Therefore, shall I not now require his blood at
your hand and remove you from the earth?” 12 So David commanded his young men, and
they executed them, cut off their hands and feet, and hanged them by the pool in Hebron. But
they took the head of Ishbosheth and buried it in the tomb of Abner in Hebron.

3. With absolute integrity he calls upon God to search him thoroughly, to make a minute survey.
a. CH Spurgeon points out that there are 3 types of trial suggested in the original, i.e.

(1) Trial by touching
(2) Trial by smelling, and
(3) Trial by fire.

4. The singer was so clear of the charge laid against him that he submitted himself unconditionally
to any form of examination which the Lord might see fit to employ.
a. On another occasion David prayed these words - Psalm 139:23–24 (NKJV) — 23 Search

me, O God, and know my heart; Try me, and know my anxieties; 24 And see if there is any
wicked way in me, And lead me in the way everlasting.
(1) One of the dominant thoughts in this Psalm is the omniscience and omnipresence of God.
(2) It is not uncommon for man to think that God does not see or hear what one thinks in his

brain, but David was fully aware of this fact.
b. David knew that he could not hide from those eyes that burn as a flame of fire so he opens

his heart to divine scrutiny that he might be free of any wickedness
5. An illustration and conclusions drawn: Lafayette tells us that he was once shut up in a   little

room in a gloomy prison for a great while.  In the door of his tiny cell was a very small hole.  At
that hole, a soldier was placed night and day to watch him.  All he could see was the soldier's
eye; but that eye was always there.  Day in and day out, every moment when he looked up, he
always saw that eye.  He said it was dreadful.  There was no escape, no hiding; when lay down
and when he rose up, that eye was watching him.
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a. We can never flee the presence of God (Psalm 139:7–12 (NKJV) — 7 Where can I go from
Your Spirit? Or where can I flee from Your presence? 8 If I ascend into heaven, You are
there; If I make my bed in hell, behold, You are there. 9 If I take the wings of the morning,
And dwell in the uttermost parts of the sea, 10 Even there Your hand shall lead me, And
Your right hand shall hold me. 11 If I say, “Surely the darkness shall fall on me,” Even the
night shall be light about me; 12 Indeed, the darkness shall not hide from You, But the night
shines as the day; The darkness and the light are both alike to You.) 
(1) His eyes are constantly upon us - seeking, searching, probing, loving, guiding, correcting.

b. With Hagar, Ishmael's mother, we can call the Lord, "You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees" - Gen
16.13; Heb 4.13  
(1) Genesis 16:13 (NKJV) — 13 Then she called the name of the LORD who spoke to her,

You-Are-the-God-Who-Sees; for she said, “Have I also here seen Him who sees me?”
(2) Hebrews 4:13 (NKJV) — 13 And there is no creature hidden from His sight, but all

things are naked and open to the eyes of Him to whom we must give account.
c. One day the eye of God will be on the sinner in judgment.  

(1) What a dreadful occasion that will be!
B. The brokenness of heart - Psalm 51:17 (NKJV) — 17 The sacrifices of God are a broken spirit, A

broken and a contrite heart— These, O God, You will not despise.
1. These are words that were wrung from David's heart after his fearful moral degradation and

dishonor.
2. They occurred in the prayer-psalm of penitence in which he poured out before God after his

serious sins of im-morality...
a. We are not above such prayers or humility - but it seems more so today that maybe people

are just more righteous, or maybe it is just a matter of pride and haughtiness.
3. Often there is a self-righteousness that we may have - which would never descend to immorality

of this kind ... or feel any guilt when we do.   It is easy for us to judge those who have so fallen,
but in God’s eyes SIN IS SIN .... no big ones, or small ones.
a. This kind of attitude reflects a heart of stone, almost incapable of penitence.
b. God can do nothing with such hardness of heart.
c. On the other hand, where there is brokenness and contrition there can be forgiveness and

cleansing.
d. Oh “GOD find in me a CONTRITE HEART” should be our prayer.

C. Truthfulness of heart - Psalm 15:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who
may dwell in Your holy hill? 2 He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the
truth in his heart; ---- we live in a world today when it is hard to tell when someone reporting the
news is telling the truth, or someone standing before congress is truthful because they can lie with
a straight face.
1. David wrote this psalm to depict the worthy worshiper.

a. Tho he lived hundreds of years before Christ, yet he was aware of this fact - John 4:24
(NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

b. God cannot tolerate a lying heart in His presence.
2. As the sweet singer of Israel puts in another place - Psalm 51:6 (NKJV) — 6 Behold, You desire

truth in the inward parts, And in the hidden part You will make me to know wisdom.
D. Holiness of heart - Psalm 24:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 Who may ascend into the hill of the LORD? Or who

may stand in His holy place? 4 He who has clean hands and a pure heart, Who has not lifted up
his soul to an idol, Nor sworn deceitfully.
1. Again, David is thinking of God's holy presence, so he asks, Ps 24.3-4 ---- “WHO MAY...”
2. No wonder he cried out under the burden of sin, Psalm 51:10 (NKJV) — 10 Create in me a clean
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heart, O God, And renew a steadfast spirit within me.
a. Are we characterized by this kind of  integrity?
b. Is our heart open, broken, truthful, and clean?
c. Can God say of our individual life, "I have found a man after Mine own heart, which shall

fulfill all my will?"
3. An illustration: When the father of the great Emmanuel Kant was an old man he made a perilous

journey through the forests of Poland to his native country of Celesta.  On the way he
en-countered a band of robbers who demanded all his valuables, finally asking:  "Have you given
us all?" and only letting him go when he answered, "All". When safely out of their sight his hand
touched something hard in the hem of his robe.  It was his gold, sewn there for safety and quite
forgotten by him in his fear and confusion.  At once he hurried back to find the robbers, and
having found them, he said meekly: "I have told you what was not true;  it was not intentional. 
I was too terrified to think.  Here, take the gold in my robes."  Then to the old man's
astonishment nobody offered to take his gold.  Presently one went and brought back his purse. 
Another      restored his book of prayers, while still another led his horse toward him and helped
him to mount.  They then unitedly entreated his blessing, and watched him slowly ride away. 
Goodness had triumphed over evil.

II. THE MATURITY OF HIS HEART - 1 Kings 11:4 (NKJV) — 4 For it was so, when Solomon was
old, that his wives turned his heart after other gods; and his heart was not loyal to the LORD his God,
as was the heart of his father David. ---- [Word "perfect" means "finished, whole, complete", and
suggests to us the maturity of David's spiritual life.  To demonstrate this we go again to the Psalms - see
something of the perfection of David's walk, worship, and witness.]
A. The perfection of his walk - Psalm 101:2 (NKJV) — 2 I will behave wisely in a perfect way. Oh,

when will You come to me? I will walk within my house with a perfect heart.
1. CH Sturgeon remarks that "this is just such a psalm as the man after God's own heart would

compose when he was about to become king.  I is David all over, straightforward, resolute,
devout; there is no trace of vacillations - the Lord has appointed him to be king, and he knows
it, therefore, he purposes in all things to behave as becomes a monarch..."

2. When David says: Psalm 101:2, he realizes that piety must begin at home.
a. The reality of a man is what he is in his heart and in his home!
b. He cannot serve on the table and sin in the office.
c. He cannot be a saint in public and act like the devil at home!

B. The perfection of his worship - Psalm 1-150
1. This is where we are overwhelmed in attempting to select the best expressions of adoration,

thanksgiving, praise and worship.
a. For ex: Psalm 9:1 (NKJV) — 1 I will praise You, O LORD, with my whole heart; I will tell

of all Your marvelous works.
b. Psalm 86:12 (NKJV) — 12 I will praise You, O Lord my God, with all my heart, And I will

glorify Your name forevermore.
c. Psalm 111:1 (NKJV) — 1 Praise the LORD! I will praise the LORD with my whole heart,

In the assembly of the upright and in the congregation.
2. David was said to be a man after God's own heart because he abounded more and more with

thankfulness.
3. In the Psalms, there is a co-mixture of David's confessing of sins and unworthiness, and such a

thankfulness of God's pardon and mercy.
4. One of the appalling evidences of Christian immaturity is the imperfection of righteous worship.

a. Many middle-class Americans tend to worship their work, to work at their play, and to play
at their worship.
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b. As a result, meanings and values are distorted.
c. Relationships disintegrate faster than they can keep them in repair and lifestyles resemble a

cast of characters in search of a plot.
5. It is pathetic at times to listen to the attempts to offer prayer and praises.  (My attempts fall so

very short in so many ways and at so many times...)
a. In light of David's devotional life, we all fall short.
b. This is tragic when we have the full revelation of God in Jesus Christ, and this incredible

Book of Books we call the Bible!
c. We simply have no excuse...NONE

C. The perfection of his witness - Psalm 40:1–17 (NKJV) —  To the Chief Musician. A Psalm of
David. 1 I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me, And heard my cry. 2 He also
brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay, And set my feet upon a rock, And
established my steps. 3 He has put a new song in my mouth— Praise to our God; Many will see it
and fear, And will trust in the LORD. 4 Blessed is that man who makes the LORD his trust, And
does not respect the proud, nor such as turn aside to lies. 5 Many, O LORD my God, are Your
wonderful works Which You have done; And Your thoughts toward us Cannot be recounted
to You in order; If I would declare and speak of them, They are more than can be numbered.
6 Sacrifice and offering You did not desire; My ears You have opened. Burnt offering and sin
offering You did not require. 7 Then I said, “Behold, I come; In the scroll of the book it is written
of me. 8 I delight to do Your will, O my God, And Your law is within my heart.” 9 I have proclaimed
the good news of righteousness In the great assembly; Indeed, I do not restrain my lips, O LORD,
You Yourself know.
1. Psalm 40.1-3 ---- 1 I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me, And heard my cry.

2 He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry clay, And set my feet upon a rock,
And established my steps. 3 He has put a new song in my mouth— Praise to our God; Many will
see it and fear, And will trust in the LORD

2. In view of such an experience of deliverance, direction, and devotion, David goes on - verse 10
a. 10 I have not hidden Your righteousness within my heart; I have declared Your faithfulness

and Your salvation; I have not concealed Your lovingkindness and Your truth From the great
assembly. 11 Do not withhold Your tender mercies from me, O LORD; Let Your
lovingkindness and Your truth continually preserve me. 12 For innumerable evils have
surrounded me; My iniquities have overtaken me, so that I am not able to look up; They are
more than the hairs of my head; Therefore my heart fails me. 13 Be pleased, O LORD, to
deliver me; O LORD, make haste to help me! 14 Let them be ashamed and brought to mutual
confusion Who seek to destroy my life; Let them be driven backward and brought to
dishonor Who wish me evil. 15 Let them be confounded because of their shame, Who say
to me, "Aha, aha!" 16 Let all those who seek You rejoice and be glad in You; Let such as
love Your salvation say continually, "The LORD be magnified!" 17 But I am poor and needy;
Yet the LORD thinks upon me. You are my help and my deliverer; Do not delay, O my God.

3. This is true maturity of experience.
a. No one who has experienced God in such a deep way can be possessive of the gospel and

hide it under a bushel (NO!)
b. Matthew 12:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 But He said to them, “Have you not read what David did

when he was hungry, he and those who were with him: 4 how he entered the house of God
and ate the showbread which was not lawful for him to eat, nor for those who were with him,
but only for the priests?

4. An illustration: A man once laid a piece of chocolate candy on a table.  Then, picking up an ant,
he put it near the candy.  He was surprised to see it take a single bite and then hurry off to inform
the rest of the colony.  Soon the little creature returned, followed by a long train of other ants
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who en-joyed the treat with him.  
a. Many Christians who have tasted that the Lord is good can learn a lesson from that little

insect.  
b. Having found God's rich supply of grace, we ought  to spread the glad tidings to others...
c. UBUNTU - how can I be happy if someone else is sad.  How can I be full when another is

hungry.

III. THE FIDELITY OF HIS HEART - 1 Kings 14:8 (NKJV) — 8 and tore the kingdom away from the
house of David, and gave it to you; and yet you have not been as My servant David, who kept My
commandments and who followed Me with all his heart, to do only what was right in My eyes; — 
[Phrase "Follow Me" indicates a "going after," and suggests to us the fidelity of David in his practical
life!  expresses itself first in David's allegiance, and then in his obedience to God.]
A. His allegiance to God - Psalm 86:11 (NKJV) — 11 Teach me Your way, O LORD; I will walk in

Your truth; Unite my heart to fear Your name.
1. A person with a divided heart can never be faithful to God; so David pleads for a united heart.
2. Idea behind the word "unite" is that of union or conjunction, and suggests unity of purpose.

a. As an adverb, the same word is rendered "together" and is used 3 times in Gen 22:
(1) Genesis 22:6 (NKJV) — 6 So Abraham took the wood of the burnt offering and laid

it on Isaac his son; and he took the fire in his hand, and a knife, and the two of them
went together.
(a) Genesis 22:8 (NKJV) — 8 And Abraham said, “My son, God will provide for

Himself the lamb for a burnt offering.” So the two of them went together.
(b) Genesis 22:19 (NKJV) — 19 So Abraham returned to his young men, and they

rose and went together to Beersheba; and Abraham dwelt at Beersheba.
(c) The song we sing - My God and I - Go in the fields together.....cf Amos 3:3

(2) It is the opposite of being doubled-minded
b. True allegiance springs from a heart that is united to know God's way, to walk in His

truth, and to fear His name
3. No wonder God could say of his servant: 1 Kings 14.8

a. With all his wisdom and privileges, Solomon did not follow the Lord in the same way.
(1) It is recorded of him: 1 Kings 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 Solomon did evil in the sight of

the LORD, and did not fully follow the LORD, as did his father David.
4. In a day of faithlessness and irresponsibility on every hand, we NEED David's kind of

allegiance to God!
B. His obedience to God - Ps 40

1. In his psalm of testimony, David could say:  verse 8 I delight to do Your will, O my God, And
Your law is within my heart.” 9 I have proclaimed the good news of righteousness In the great
assembly; Indeed, I do not restrain my lips, O LORD, You Yourself know.

2. A Literal translation of that last phrase is, "thy law is in the midst of my bowels."
a. O.T. writers, and later Greeks, located all feeling and love in the intestines
b. Though here is that obedience to God was something of which he was acutely aware -

"Gut" feelings!
c. "What is your gut reaction?", etc

C. Writer of the Book of Kings supports this in a comprehensive testimony to David's obedience - 1
Kings 15:5 (NKJV) — 5 because David did what was right in the eyes of the LORD, and had not
turned aside from anything that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the matter
of Uriah the Hittite.
1. Even in light of the grievous sin which David committed, the spirit of God has recorded that

the manner of his obedience is described - "he did what was right in the eyes of the Lord".
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2. The measure - of his obedience was that he "turned aside from anything that He commanded
him all the days of his life..."

3. Even when he did fall he got up again, sought cleansing and forgiveness, and pursued the
same path of obedience.
a. Illustration: It is said of Henry of Bavaria that at one time, becoming weary of court life,

he determined to enter a monastery...He promised to follow the order in every way.  He
was told to "go back to your throne and your duty in the station God has assigned you..." 
The king took up his scepter again and from then until he died his people said of
him:"King Henry has learned to govern by learning to obey...."

IV. In Conclusion.
A. We have considered 3 characteristics of "the heart" experience of this sweet singer of Israel.  

1. In the integrity of his heart we have seen something of his personal life; 
2. In the maturity of his heart we have observed something of his spiritual life; 
3. And in the fidelity of his heart we have noted something of his practical life of allegiance and

obedience.
4. Little wonder Paul was moved by the Holy Spirit to speak of David in this manner ---- Acts

13:22–23 (NKJV) — 22 And when He had removed him, He raised up for them David as
king, to whom also He gave testimony and said, ‘I have found David the son of Jesse, a man
after My own heart, who will do all My will.’ 23 From this man’s seed, according to the
promise, God raised up for Israel a Savior—Jesus—— 

B. A person whose integrity, maturity, and fidelity matches that of David is an individual thru whose
life God can reveal his Son Jesus in all his saving grace, to a world of desperate need.

C. God, make us men and women thru whom the beauty of Jesus can be seen...

Page 7 of  7


