
BY FAITH JERICHO'S WALLS FELL
(Heb.11:30)

INTRO:  
A. This is an interesting statement Hebrews 11:30 (NKJV) — 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell

down after they were encircled for seven days. -  when compared with the others in Heb.11. 
1. Each person's faith  is mentioned, but here it simply says: 
2. "By faith the walls of Jericho fell down." 

a. Obviously, the walls had no faith, but how they fell is another great story of faith in the
Bible.

b. There is much to learn from this account - and great truth’s & lessons to learn for us today!
B. This also proves the necessity of knowing what is in the O.T. in order to fully understand many

statements in the N.T.  
1. It is important to study the O.T. (Rom.15:4; I Cor. 10:11).

a. Romans 15:4 (NKJV) — 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our
learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.

b. 1 Corinthians 10:11 (NKJV) — 11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and
they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of the ages have come.

C. Let's go back and revisit the city of Jericho and find out why its walls fell down flat and learn some
lessons.

II. THE ACCOUNT MENTIONED IN HEB. 11 - IS FOUND IN JOSHUA 6.
A. Joshua is the new leader, now that Moses is dead, and the Israelites have just crossed the Jordan

River, poised to enter the Promised Land. Jericho is the first city in their path and it must be taken.
B. Joshua is visited by the Captain of the Lord's host (Joshua 5:13–15 (NKJV) — 13 And it came to

pass, when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted his eyes and looked, and behold, a Man stood
opposite him with His sword drawn in His hand. And Joshua went to Him and said to Him, “Are
You for us or for our adversaries?” 14 So He said, “No, but as Commander of the army of the LORD
I have now come.” And Joshua fell on his face to the earth and worshiped, and said to Him, “What
does my Lord say to His servant?” 15 Then the Commander of the LORD’s army said to Joshua,
“Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.” And Joshua did so.).
Interesting in it's own right.
1. Lord says: "I have given Jericho to you." (Joshua 6:2 (NKJV) — 2 And the LORD said to

Joshua: “See! I have given Jericho into your hand, its king, and the mighty men of valor)
2. Did Joshua believe? Was God going to give it to them without any effort on their part?
3. Could God have destroyed the city of Jericho by himself? (Flood, Sodom & Gomorrah)

C. How Jericho would be taken (Joshua 6:3–10 (NKJV) — 3 You shall march around the city, all you
men of war; you shall go all around the city once. This you shall do six days. 4 And seven priests
shall bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark. But the seventh day you shall march around
the city seven times, and the priests shall blow the trumpets. 5 It shall come to pass, when they make
a long blast with the ram’s horn, and when you hear the sound of the trumpet, that all the people shall
shout with a great shout; then the wall of the city will fall down flat. And the people shall go up
every man straight before him.” 6 Then Joshua the son of Nun called the priests and said to them,
“Take up the ark of the covenant, and let seven priests bear seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the
ark of the LORD.” 7 And he said to the people, “Proceed, and march around the city, and let him
who is armed advance before the ark of the LORD.” 8 So it was, when Joshua had spoken to the
people, that the seven priests bearing the seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the LORD advanced
and blew the trumpets, and the ark of the covenant of the LORD followed them. 9 The armed men
went before the priests who blew the trumpets, and the rear guard came after the ark, while the
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priests continued blowing the trumpets. 10 Now Joshua had commanded the people, saying, “You
shall not shout or make any noise with your voice, nor shall a word proceed out of your mouth, until
the day I say to you, ‘Shout!’ Then you shall shout.”)
1. Certainly not the usual way to breach the walls of a city (dig under, burn, ram, scale, etc.)
2. Faith, lots of it, would accomplish the desired result.

D. Joshua and the people did as they were told (Joshua 6:11–15 (NKJV) — 11 So he had the ark of the
LORD circle the city, going around it once. Then they came into the camp and lodged in the camp.
12 And Joshua rose early in the morning, and the priests took up the ark of the LORD. 13 Then
seven priests bearing seven trumpets of rams’ horns before the ark of the LORD went on continually
and blew with the trumpets. And the armed men went before them. But the rear guard came after the
ark of the LORD, while the priests continued blowing the trumpets. 14 And the second day they
marched around the city once and returned to the camp. So they did six days. 15 But it came to pass
on the seventh day that they rose early, about the dawning of the day, and marched around the city
seven times in the same manner. On that day only they marched around the city seven times)
1. The result promised was accomplished (Joshua 6:20–21 (NKJV) — 20 So the people shouted

when the priests blew the trumpets. And it happened when the people heard the sound of the
trumpet, and the people shouted with a great shout, that the wall fell down flat. Then the people
went up into the city, every man straight before him, and they took the city. 21 And they utterly
destroyed all that was in the city, both man and woman, young and old, ox and sheep and
donkey, with the edge of the sword.)

2. The soldiers did have to carry out their duties too. 
a. God could have killed the inhabitants of Jericho, that's not how he chose to do it. (See Gen.

15:16; Lev.18:24-28).
b. Genesis 15:16 (NKJV) — 16 But in the fourth generation they shall return here, for the

iniquity of the Amorites is not yet complete.”
(1) Leviticus 18:24–28 (NKJV) — 24 ‘Do not defile yourselves with any of these things;

for by all these the nations are defiled, which I am casting out before you. 25 For the land
is defiled; therefore I visit the punishment of its iniquity upon it, and the land vomits out
its inhabitants. 26 You shall therefore keep My statutes and My judgments, and shall not
commit any of these abominations, either any of your own nation or any stranger who
dwells among you 27 (for all these abominations the men of the land have done, who
were before you, and thus the land is defiled), 28 lest the land vomit you out also when
you defile it, as it vomited out the nations that were before you.

3. No one should feel the need to explain God's attitude and action in this matter. Faith accepts.

III. OBSERVATIONS, LESSONS LEARNED
A. Faith accomplishes great things. (Heb. 11; O.T. , N.T.) - GOD SAID SOMETHING, MAN HEARD

WHAT GOD SAID and THEN MAN DID WHAT GOD SAID - this is the pattern found here in
Hebrews 11.
1. God’s Grace and Noah’s Faith preserved humanity (Hebrews 11:7 (NKJV) — 7 By faith Noah,

being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for the
saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the righteousness
which is according to faith.)

2. Without faith it's impossible to please God (Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it is
impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a
rewarder of those who diligently seek Him.)

3. Faith in Christ produces eternal salvation (John 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish
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but have everlasting life.)
4. Faith is man's part; grace is God's part (Eph. 2:5,8)

a. Ephesians 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

b. Ephesians 2:8 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not
of yourselves; it is the gift of God,

5. This sermon would stop right here in many pulpits - but not here today!
B. True faith reacts to conditions and demands made by God.

1. When the Great Commander speaks, we must hear and obey!
a. "Take off your shoes" - Joshua 5:15 (NKJV) — 15 Then the Commander of the LORD’s

army said to Joshua, “Take your sandal off your foot, for the place where you stand is holy.”
And Joshua did so.”- NOTE and Joshua did so, even as Moses his Mentor did back in
Exodus 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 Then He said, “Do not draw near this place. Take your sandals off
your feet, for the place where you stand is holy ground.”;  and the Prophet Isaiah did in
Isaiah 20:2 (NKJV) — 2 at the same time the LORD spoke by Isaiah the son of Amoz,
saying, “Go, and remove the sackcloth from your body, and take your sandals off your feet.”
And he did so, walking naked and barefoot.

b. "March around the city, etc." and they did so.
2. Would the walls have fallen down if they had just believed that God would give them the city?

a. He said, "I have given you the city."  
b. But there were conditions they had to meet. - This is the faith that saves and delivered the

city into their hands.
C. Salvation does not come by faith alone, apart from our meeting certain conditions. (James 2:14–26

(NKJV) — 14 What does it profit, my brethren, if someone says he has faith but does not have
works? Can faith save him? 15 If a brother or sister is naked and destitute of daily food, 16 and one
of you says to them, “Depart in peace, be warmed and filled,” but you do not give them the things
which are needed for the body, what does it profit? 17 Thus also faith by itself, if it does not have
works, is dead. 18 But someone will say, “You have faith, and I have works.” Show me your faith
without your works, and I will show you my faith by my works. 19 You believe that there is one
God. You do well. Even the demons believe—and tremble! 20 But do you want to know, O foolish
man, that faith without works is dead? 21 Was not Abraham our father justified by works when he
offered Isaac his son on the altar? 22 Do you see that faith was working together with his works, and
by works faith was made perfect? 23 And the Scripture was fulfilled which says, “Abraham believed
God, and it was accounted to him for righteousness.” And he was called the friend of God. 24 You
see then that a man is justified by works, and not by faith only. 25 Likewise, was not Rahab the
harlot also justified by works when she received the messengers and sent them out another way? 26
For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is dead also.)
1. God (not only) + faith (not only) + action (not only) = walls fell, city taken.
2. IF we want our Jericho Wall to fall and be defeated {ie sin} then we must understand that

salvation comes - God (not only) + faith (not only) + baptism (not only)= salvation (Mk. 16:16)
a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does

not believe will be condemned.
b. There is no doubt that GOD in all His might and Power can SAVE You from your Sins

ALONE - but that is not what He has Chosen.
(1) He gave the city to them - BUT they had to demonstrate their faith and their obedience

to every command He had given them, in order for them to receive the city.
D. James 2 was written to Christians who must continue to put action with their faith.

1. Endure trials, temptations (Jas.1:2-4, 12)
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a. James 1:2–4 (NKJV) — 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect
work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing.

b. James 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love
Him.

2. Swift to hear, slow to speak, slow to wrath (Jas. 1:19-22)
a. James 1:19–22 (NKJV) — 19 So then, my beloved brethren, let every man be swift to hear,

slow to speak, slow to wrath; 20 for the wrath of man does not produce the righteousness of
God. 21 Therefore lay aside all filthiness and overflow of wickedness, and receive with
meekness the implanted word, which is able to save your souls. 22 But be doers of the word,
and not hearers only, deceiving yourselves.

3. Bridle tongue (Jas 1:26)
a. James 1:26 (NKJV) — 26 If anyone among you thinks he is religious, and does not bridle

his tongue but deceives his own heart, this one’s religion is useless.
4. Help fatherless and widows (Jas. 1:27)

a. James 1:27 (NKJV) — 27 Pure and undefiled religion before God and the Father is this: to
visit orphans and widows in their trouble, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world.

5. Whatever our Lord has commanded us to do we must do - no questions asked even if it does not
make sense to us - remember Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 “For My thoughts are not your
thoughts, Nor are your ways My ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than
the earth, So are My ways higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

6. Confess, Repent and pray (Acts 8:22) when we do fail. (I Jn. 1:7-9)
a. 1 John 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin.
8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we
confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness.

b. Acts 8:22 (NKJV) — 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps
the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.

c. This privilege is for the child of God only
(1) All others have orders from the Commander in Chief to do - H +B+R+C+Baptism =

Salvation

IV. CONCLUSION:
A. Do you have faith? 
B. Do you have faith that acts? 
C. Are you ready to act today if you have been unfaithful as a child of God ; or if you have never taken

that small step in the right direction as an alien sinner?
1. Only a Step - Out of darkness and into the Light..
2. Out of SIN and putting on the NEW Man.

D. OUR Walls (SIN) can also be defeated - but ACT WE MUST with HASTE and TRUST IN God to
deliver the reward.
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