
MASTER THE TEMPEST IS RAGING
Introduction:

A. As we come to the close of the year, it has been my aim through out 2021 to encourage us to “re-new
or strengthen our Faith” ; to “calm our fears and Anxieties” and to put our TRUST FULLY IN GOD
- so that the HOPE of HEAVEN is a REALITY - not just a wish!
1. As we come to the close of this year - the month of December is a busy one - with most of the

fears and anxieties of the past two years are forgotten for a short time as we fill our time with
shopping, great re-unions, family and friends.

2. The noise of the past two years is drowned out for the moment anf our hearts are relieved for just
a moment to rest - however, this time period can also be a very stressful time, but for the most
part it is a quiet winter escape.

3. It is with this in mind that I want to emphasize that for the Christian this needs not be just a
December to remember - it can and must become an every day event for us.
a. We have been in a raging TEMPEST these past 2 years - and from the looks of it maybe

there is no end in sight.....BUT!
b. We can find peace and tranquility in what we have - if we will just take the time to look

around and see what we really do have.  
(1) ANXIETY causes MANY physical problems
(2) ANXIETY INCREASES SPIRITUAL problems
(3) The CURE FOR THIS IS VERY SIMPLE ---- Psalm 56:3–4 (NKJV) - 3 Whenever I am

afraid, I will trust in You. 4 In God (I will praise His word), In God I have put my trust;
I will not fear. What can flesh do to me?

B. I have asked that we sing the song “Master The Tempest Is Raging” before this lesson because - This
song has a bearing on our situation today and I find a comfort in the Scriptures - knowing that we
are not alone in this:
1. Each of the synoptic gospels relates the miracle which Jesus performed when He calmed the sea

of Galilee:
a. Matthew 8:23–28 (NKJV) — 23 Now when He got into a boat, His disciples followed Him.

24 And suddenly a great tempest arose on the sea, so that the boat was covered with the
waves. But He was asleep. 25 Then His disciples came to Him and awoke Him, saying,
“Lord, save us! We are perishing!” 26 But He said to them, “Why are you fearful, O you of
little faith?” Then He arose and rebuked the winds and the sea, and there was a great calm.
27 So the men marveled, saying, “Who can this be, that even the winds and the sea obey
Him?” 28 When He had come to the other side, to the country of the Gergesenes, there met
Him two demon-possessed men, coming out of the tombs, exceedingly fierce, so that no one
could pass that way.

b. Mark 4:35–41 (NKJV) — 35 On the same day, when evening had come, He said to them,
“Let us cross over to the other side.” 36 Now when they had left the multitude, they took
Him along in the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. 37 And a great
windstorm arose, and the waves beat into the boat, so that it was already filling. 38 But He
was in the stern, asleep on a pillow. And they awoke Him and said to Him, “Teacher, do You
not care that we are perishing?” 39 Then He arose and rebuked the wind, and said to the sea,
“Peace, be still!” And the wind ceased and there was a great calm. 40 But He said to them,
“Why are you so fearful? How is it that you have no faith?” 41 And they feared exceedingly,
and said to one another, “Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him!”

c. Luke 8:22–25 (NKJV) — 22 Now it happened, on a certain day, that He got into a boat with
His disciples. And He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side of the lake.” And they
launched out. 23 But as they sailed He fell asleep. And a windstorm came down on the lake,
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and they were filling with water, and were in jeopardy. 24 And they came to Him and awoke
Him, saying, “Master, Master, we are perishing!” Then He arose and rebuked the wind and
the raging of the water. And they ceased, and there was a calm. 25 But He said to them,
“Where is your faith?” And they were afraid, and marveled, saying to one another, “Who can
this be? For He commands even the winds and water, and they obey Him!”
(1) This is one of the most impressive miracles which Jesus performed that we here in

Wilmington can attest too.
(2) Living in a hurricane region, we all to well know the effects of a RAGING STORM and

what it can do.
2. For someone to say - STOP FLORENCE - CALM DOWN would have been wonderful, but no

man can do that ONLY THE SON OF GOD is able to do such a thing - and that is why this
makes this miracle such a marvelous one.
a. But, at the same time I want you to consider with me - that in the storms of life that we face,

sometimes on a daily basis - the same is true also.
C. Jesus had taught the people by parables Mark 4:35 (NKJV) — 35 On the same day, when evening

had come, He said to them, “Let us cross over to the other side.”
1. Following a day full of teaching activity... Jesus and His disciples got in a boat to sail across the

Sea of Galilee - Mk 4:36 ----36 Now when they had left the multitude, they took Him along in
the boat as He was. And other little boats were also with Him. 

D. He planned to cross the Sea of Galilee to go the country of the Gadarene demoniac, whom He healed
later that day. Luke's account reads as follows:
1. “Now it came to pass on a certain day, that he went into a ship with his disciples: and he said

unto them, Let us go over unto the other side of the lake. And they launched forth. But as they
sailed he fell asleep: and there came down a storm of wind on the lake; and they were filled with
water, and were in jeopardy. And they came to him, and awoke him, saying, Master, master, we
perish. Then he arose, and rebuked the wind and the raging of the water: and they ceased, and
there was a calm. And he said unto them, Where is your faith? And they being afraid wondered,
saying one to another, What manner of man is this? For he commandeth even the winds and
water, and they obey him.”  ---- Luke 8:22-25

2. Events recorded in both Luke and Marks account are: A windstorm arose, beating waves into the
boat - Mk 4:37
a. Jesus was sleeping, but was wakened by His disciples fearing their lives - Mk 4:38
b. Jesus rebuked the wind and calmed the seas - Mk 4:39

3. He then reproached His disciples for their fear and lack of faith - Mk 4:40
a. Filled with great fear, His disciples expressed their awe of Jesus to one another - Mk 4:41

4. The account of Jesus calming the storm is well-known... it is Popular in many children's Bible
classes and is the setting for the song that we sang just moments ago --- "Master, The Tempest
Is Raging"
a. In Calming The Sea of doubt, anxiety and fear for the past two years and the outlook of the

near future - I quote the words of the familiar hymn we just sang-  "Master, The Tempest Is
Raging."
(1) Master, the tempest is raging! The billows are tossing high! The sky is o'er-shadowed

with blackness, No shelter or help is nigh, Carest Thou not that we perish?  How canst
Thou lie asleep, When each moment so madly is threatening A grave in the angry deep?

(2) Master, with anguish of spirit I bow in my grief today, The depths of my sad heart are
troubled - O waken and save, I pray; Torrents of sin and of anguish Sweep o'er my
sinking soul; And I perish! I perish! dear Master O hasten and take control;

(3) Master, the terror is over, The elements sweetly rest, Earth's sun in the calm lake is
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mirrored, And heaven's within my breast, Linger, O blessed Redeemer! Leave me alone
no more,  And with joy I shall make the best harbor, And rest on the blissful shore.
(a) Chorus: The winds and the waves shall obey Thy will, Peace, be still! Peace, be still!

Whether the wrath of the storm tossed sea, Or demons or men, or whatever it be, No
waters can swallow the ship where lies The Master of ocean, and earth, and skies,
They all shall sweetly obey thy will, Peace, be still! Peace, be still! They all shall
sweetly obey Thy will Peace, peace, be still!

b. PEACE - PEACE BE STILL - should be the calming words we hear in our minds each and
every day.

E. What I want us to consider this day - are the Lessons From this Miracle that I can apply to the
TEMPEST that is RAGING in your and my life today.
1. Each is different - for some it is the uncertainty of the economy, for others it is the racial issues,

other still is the political uncertainty ect ect etc.
2. What I believe is obvious - is the fact that the disciples had forgotten who was in the boat with

them.
a. And that is often the case with us, when we are filled with anxiety and fears ---- WHO IS IN

THE BOAT WITH YOU?
b. “IF GOD CAN BRING US TO IT - GOD CAN CERTAINLY BRING US THROUGH IT

TOO!”
3. So let us note some basic and foundational observations from this account.

II. THE LESSONS WE LEARN FROM THIS MIRACLE - # 1 The nature of Jesus. 
A. Both the humanity and the deity of Jesus are observed in this incident. 

1. The humanity of Jesus is seen in the reference to Him sleeping, for of God it is said, "Behold,
he that keepeth Israel shall neither slumber nor sleep." Psalm 121:3-4 ---- “behold He that
keepeth thee will not slumber” -  vrs 3.

2. The deity of Jesus is manifested by His ability to calm the stormy sea.---- YES  Jesus was calm
in the midst of the storm. 
a. While the storm beat down upon the lake, Jesus lay in the back of the boat asleep. 
b. He was at peace with Himself and His Father. 

(1) "In Him we behold here the exact reverse of Jonah (Jonah 1:5, 6); the fugitive prophet
asleep in the midst of a like danger out of a dead conscience, the Savior out of a pure
conscience - Jonah by his presence making the danger, Jesus yielding a pledge and
assurance of deliverance from it" (R.C. Trench, Notes on the Miracles of Our Lord,
p. 89).

3. In contrast to His calmness and peace, we see the agitation in the hearts of the disciples. 
a. After calming the storm, Jesus asked, "Where is your faith?" 
b. His question demonstrates that their agitation was an evidence of an absence of faith.

4. None of the disciples of Christ are exempt from trials and life threatening circumstances. 
a. God has never promised us that our lives would be without storms and troubles. 
b. In these troubles, sometimes the disciples of Christ die. 

(1) Jesus never promised us that the troubles of life would not cause some of us to die.
c. WE ARE NOT EXEMPT FROM STORMS - WE FACE STORMS BECAUSE WE

ARE HUMANS...
(1) Being Jesus' disciples did not protect them from storms

(a) We live in a world where there are many storms, both literal and figurative
(b) Christians experience literal tornados, hurricanes, just like everyone else

(2) Christians likewise face storms such as sickness, accidents, disappointments, death
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(a) Paul certainly experience the perils of storms and shipwrecks - 2 Cor 11:25-26
i) 2 Corinthians 11:25–26 (NKJV) — 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once

I was stoned; three times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the
deep; 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils of robbers, in perils of my
own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the city, in perils in the
wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

(3) Jesus does not promise exemption from the normal storms of life
d. WE FACE SOME STORMS BECAUSE WE ARE CHRISTIANS and the LIGHT IN

A DARKENED WORLD...
(1) Jesus warned that we will experience tribulation as His disciples - John 16:33

(a) John 16:33 (NKJV) — 33 These things I have spoken to you, that in Me you may
have peace. In the world you will have tribulation; but be of good cheer, I have
overcome the world.”

(2) Paul did, and warned his fellow disciples - 2 Cor 11:24-25; Acts 14:22; 2 Tim 3:12
(a) 2 Corinthians 11:24–25 (NKJV) — 24 From the Jews five times I received forty

stripes minus one. 25 Three times I was beaten with rods; once I was stoned; three
times I was shipwrecked; a night and a day I have been in the deep;

(b) Acts 14:22 (NKJV) — 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them
to continue in the faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the
kingdom of God.”

(c) 2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus
will suffer persecution.

(3) Peter wrote that we should not be surprised - 1Peter 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 Beloved, do not
think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is to try you, as though some strange
thing happened to you;
(a) Jesus does not promise exemption from the storms of religious persecution
(b) So if we find ourselves in the midst of storms, whether literal or figurative, whether

its because we are simply humans or because we are Christians, do not think it
strange. Instead take heart knowing that...JESUS IS IN THE BOAT WITH US....

e. Nevertheless, He expressed that their agitation and turmoil were a result of an absence or
deficiency in faith.
(1) Jesus is NOT demanding:

(a) We ignore problems.
(b) Material things have no meaning, part or purpose in our lives.

(2) Jesus is NOT forbidding:
(a) Legitimate concerns.
(b) Thoughtful planning.
(c) Effort to make things better.

B. This kind of agitation faced here by the disciples (one might say is typically human nature) and is
similar to that mentioned in Matthew 6:25–34 (NKJV) — 25 “Therefore I say to you, do not worry
about your life, what you will eat or what you will drink; nor about your body, what you will put on.
Is not life more than food and the body more than clothing? 26 Look at the birds of the air, for they
neither sow nor reap nor gather into barns; yet your heavenly Father feeds them. Are you not of more
value than they? 27 Which of you by worrying can add one cubit to his stature? 28 “So why do you
worry about clothing? Consider the lilies of the field, how they grow: they neither toil nor spin; 29
and yet I say to you that even Solomon in all his glory was not arrayed like one of these. 30 Now if
God so clothes the grass of the field, which today is, and tomorrow is thrown into the oven, will He
not much more clothe you, O you of little faith? 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we
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eat?’ or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the Gentiles
seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek first the kingdom
of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to you. 34 Therefore do not worry
about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own things. Sufficient for the day is its own
trouble. ---- in which a man worries about food, clothing, and shelter. 
1. Both cases manifest a man who is not trusting the providence of God and His provisions for us.
2. If, in the providence of God, I must face the storm and even if that storm causes my death, my

God is stiff providing for me and taking care of me. 
3. I must learn to trust God amid the storms of life and not be so anxious. Job manifested this kind

of trust when he said, "Though he slay me, yet will I trust in him" (Job. 13:15).
a. Be not anxious for your life (me merimnate tei psuchei humon]) . . . The verb [merimnao]

is from [meris, merizo], because care or anxiety distracts and divides. It occurs in Christ’s
rebuke to Martha for her excessive solicitude about something to eat (Luke 10:41). -
Robertson, A. (1933). Word Pictures in the New Testament. Nashville, TN: Broadman Press.

b. “Our fears, as affectively as our passions, have been allowed to consume our energies,
dominate our lives, and steal away our hearts.”  - [Paul Earnheart, “Invitation to A Spiritual
Revolution” 106]

C. LESSON # 1 – DON’T FORGET WHO IS IN THE BOAT WITH YOU.
1. The “Therefore” - A connection between materialism and anxiety - cf. Luke 12:13-31 – (After

the parable of the rich fool - Jesus taught on worry)
2. Anxiety reflects a lack of confidence and TRUST in God! - (Heb 13:5,6; Rom 8:28-38; 1 Pet

5:6,7; Phil 4:6-13)
a. Hebrews 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such

things as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”
(1) Hebrews 13:6 (NKJV) — 6 So we may boldly say: “The LORD is my helper; I will not

fear. What can man do to me?”
b. Romans 8:28–38 (NKJV) — 28 And we know that all things work together for good to

those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He
foreknew, He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be
the firstborn among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called;
whom He called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31
What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who
did not spare His own Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also
freely give us all things? 33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who
justifies. 34 Who is he who condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen,
who is even at the right hand of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall
separate us from the love of Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine,
or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day
long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more
than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life,
nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present nor things to come,

c. 1 Peter 5:6 (NKJV) — 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that
He may exalt you in due time,
(1) 1 Peter 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

d. And back to our scripture reading before the lesson - Philippians 4:6–13 (NKJV) — 6 Be
anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your
requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding,
will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus. 8 Finally, brethren, whatever things
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are true, whatever things are noble, whatever things are just, whatever things are pure,
whatever things are lovely, whatever things are of good report, if there is any virtue and if
there is anything praiseworthy—meditate on these things. 9 The things which you learned
and received and heard and saw in me, these do, and the God of peace will be with you. 10
But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly that now at last your care for me has flourished again;
though you surely did care, but you lacked opportunity. 11 Not that I speak in regard to need,
for I have learned in whatever state I am, to be content: 12 I know how to be abased, and I
know how to abound. Everywhere and in all things I have learned both to be full and to be
hungry, both to abound and to suffer need. 13 I can do all things through Christ who
strengthens me.

III. LESSON # 2 - The fisherman turned to the Carpenter. 
A. Peter, James, and John were in the boat with Jesus. 

1. These men were fishermen by trade, experienced in handling a boat. 
a. If one were going to experience bad weather in a boat on the Sea of Galilee, Peter, James and

John would be the kind of men who would be best prepared to handle a boat in the storm.
B. Nevertheless, when the storm hit and their boating experience was unable to cope with the storm,

these experienced boaters turned to Jesus, the carpenter from Nazareth for help. 
1. Why would fishermen turn to a carpenter for help in managing a boat in the midst of a storm?
2. Obviously, the disciples recognized that Jesus was able to do something to help them which they

could not do for themselves. 
a. Although they were surprised by what He did, their turning in desperation to Jesus for help

manifested a degree of faith in Jesus.
C. Jesus controlled the winds and the waves. 

1. Jesus was able to speak a word and calm the elements of nature. 
2. The omnipotence of God enables Him to control the seas. 

a. "Thou rulest the raging of the sea: when the waves thereof arise, thou stillest them" (Psa.
89:9). 

b. An ordinary man cannot control the waves of the sea. 
c. This miracle by Jesus demonstrates His omnipotence and control over nature. 
d. The deity of Christ is proven by miracles such as this.

3. There has never been a modern miracle worker attempt to do what Jesus did. 
a. He may try to heal a man who is partially blind so that he can see better, to enable a man

partially deaf to hear better, to have someone cough up a tumor, and some other "miracle"
which one can never verify. 

b. However, there is no modem miracle worker who could dare stand before tho blowing winds
and raging sea and demonstrate his ability to perform a miracle by saying, "Peace, be still."

IV. Lesson # 3 - JESUS HELPS US DEAL WITH STORMS
A. THROUGH FAITH...

1. During storms, we are often afraid ("we are perishing!") - Mk 4:38
a. Jesus teaches that fear is indicative of a lack of faith - Mk 4:40
b. To overcome fear in storms, we need to grow in faith!

(1) Faith that God will protect us if it be His will - cf. Ps 46:1-3
(a) Psalm 46:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 God is our refuge and strength, A very present help in

trouble. 2 Therefore we will not fear, Even though the earth be removed, And though
the mountains be carried into the midst of the sea; 3 Though its waters roar and be
troubled, Though the mountains shake with its swelling. Selah
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(2) Faith that God will deliver us to His heavenly city even if we die - Ps 46:4-5,10-11
(a) Psalm 46:4–5 (NKJV) — 4 There is a river whose streams shall make glad the city

of God, The holy place of the tabernacle of the Most High. 5 God is in the midst of
her, she shall not be moved; God shall help her, just at the break of dawn.

(b) Psalm 46:10–11 (NKJV) — 10 Be still, and know that I am God; I will be exalted
among the nations, I will be exalted in the earth! 11 The LORD of hosts is with us;
The God of Jacob is our refuge. Selah

2. -- Jesus reveals the role of faith in the midst of storms
B. THROUGH HIS WORD...

1. Jesus' words prepare us to withstand the storms of life - Matthew 7:24–27 (NKJV) — 24
“Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does them, I will liken him to a wise man
who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew
and beat on that house; and it did not fall, for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who
hears these sayings of Mine, and does not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house
on the sand: 27 and the rain descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that
house; and it fell. And great was its fall.”
a. How to pray in order to be heard by God - Mt 6:5-8

(1) Matthew 6:5–8 (NKJV) — 5 “And when you pray, you shall not be like the hypocrites.
For they love to pray standing in the synagogues and on the corners of the streets, that
they may be seen by men. Assuredly, I say to you, they have their reward. 6 But you,
when you pray, go into your room, and when you have shut your door, pray to your
Father who is in the secret place; and your Father who sees in secret will reward you
openly. 7 And when you pray, do not use vain repetitions as the heathen do. For they
think that they will be heard for their many words. 8 “Therefore do not be like them. For
your Father knows the things you have need of before you ask Him.

b. To lay up treasure in heaven instead of on earth - Mt 6:19-21
(1) Matthew 6:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where

moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break
in and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

c. To seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness - Mt 6:31-34
(1) Matthew 6:31–34 (NKJV) — 31 “Therefore do not worry, saying, ‘What shall we eat?’

or ‘What shall we drink?’ or ‘What shall we wear?’ 32 For after all these things the
Gentiles seek. For your heavenly Father knows that you need all these things. 33 But seek
first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all these things shall be added to
you. 34 Therefore do not worry about tomorrow, for tomorrow will worry about its own
things. Sufficient for the day is its own trouble.

2. -- Jesus shares the secrets to standing strong against the storms of life
C. THROUGH PRAYER...

1. Jesus is key to receiving mercy and grace to help in time of need - Heb 4:14-16; 7:25
a. Hebrews 4:14–16 (NKJV) — 14 Seeing then that we have a great High Priest who has

passed through the heavens, Jesus the Son of God, let us hold fast our confession. 15 For we
do not have a High Priest who cannot sympathize with our weaknesses, but was in all points
tempted as we are, yet without sin. 16 Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace,
that we may obtain mercy and find grace to help in time of need.
(1) Hebrews 7:25 (NKJV) — 25 Therefore He is also able to save to the uttermost those

who come to God through Him, since He always lives to make intercession for them.
2. In anxious times, God offers peace to guard our hearts and minds in Christ Jesus through prayer
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- Philip 4:6-7
a. Philippians 4:6–7 (NKJV) — 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and

supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7 and the peace
of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ
Jesus.

3. -- Jesus stands ready to calm our hearts and minds when facing storms
D. THROUGH HIS SACRIFICE...

1. The greatest "storm" all of us will face will be the Day of Judgment - 2 Pet 3:7,10-12
a. 2 Peter 3:7 (NKJV) — 7 But the heavens and the earth which are now preserved by the

same word, are reserved for fire until the day of judgment and perdition of ungodly men.
(1) 2 Peter 3:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night,

in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with
fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore,
since all these things will be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy
conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and hastening the coming of the day of God,
because of which the heavens will be dissolved, being on fire, and the elements will melt
with fervent heat?

b. A day in which we will all stand before the judgment seat of Christ - 2Cor 5:10
(a) 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) — 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat

of Christ, that each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what
he has done, whether good or bad.

2. But Christ shed His blood to spare us on that Day - Romans 5:6–10 (NKJV) — 6 For when we
were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous
man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God
demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9
Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through
Him. 10 For if when we were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son,
much more, having been reconciled, we shall be saved by His life. ---- read “sheeps blood and
rattlesnake venom.
a. By obeying the gospel, we can have our names added to the Lamb's book of life and escape

condemnation for our sins - cf. Mk 16:15-16; Acts 2:38; Rev 20:11-15
(1) Mark 16:15–16 (NKJV) — 15 And He said to them, “Go into all the world and preach

the gospel to every creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he
who does not believe will be condemned.

(2) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.

(3) Revelation 20:11–15 (NKJV) — 11 Then I saw a great white throne and Him who sat
on it, from whose face the earth and the heaven fled away. And there was found no place
for them. 12 And I saw the dead, small and great, standing before God, and books were
opened. And another book was opened, which is the Book of Life. And the dead were
judged according to their works, by the things which were written in the books. 13 The
sea gave up the dead who were in it, and Death and Hades delivered up the dead who
were in them. And they were judged, each one according to his works. 14 Then Death
and Hades were cast into the lake of fire. This is the second death. 15 And anyone not
found written in the Book of Life was cast into the lake of fire.

3. -- Jesus stands ready to save us and protect us from the "perfect storm" to come
a. In our scripture reading Philippians 4:6–13 ---- LET US ALL...
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(1) PRAY without ceasing
(2) Be THANKFUL in all things
(3) SEEK always to DO GODS WILL
(4) DO what is RIGHT
(5) THINK what is RIGHT
(6) and Last of ALL - LEARN TO TRUST FULLY IN GOD.

b. Do not WPRRY ABOUT YOUR LIFE
(1) PLEASE - do not allow the concerns of today or tomorrow rob you of your eternal glory!
(2)  TODAY - Let us ALL Be MOST Concerned About & Focused On ETERNITY!!

V. In Conclusion:
A. May this miracle of Jesus impress us once more with His divine care for us, His ability to help us

in any desperate circumstance, and our need to trust in God. 
1. Him whom we serve is indeed able to come to our help and meet our most desperate need.

B. Everyone will face one or more storms in his or her life...
1. Whether literally or metaphorically

a. Whether atheist or believer
2. How shall we react when the time(s) come...?

a. Shall we cry out like the disciples who were weak in faith ("we are perishing!")?
b. Or shall we weather the storms with confident faith and calm repose?
c. And how shall we stand in that day when the final storm comes...?

3. The "perfect storm", that is, the Day of Judgment?
a. Shall we hear Jesus say, "Come, you blessed of My Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for

you from the foundation of the world"? - cf. Mt 25:34
b. Or will we hear Him say, "Depart from Me, you cursed, into the everlasting fire prepared for

the devil and his angels"? - cf. Mt 25:41
C. When Jesus rebuked the wind and spoke to the sea, "Peace, be still", the wind ceased and there was

a great calm. The disciples, with fear and amazement, said:
1. "Who can this be, that even the wind and the sea obey Him?"

a. The wind and the sea obeyed Jesus. 
2. Shall we not obey Him who now has all authority in heaven and on earth...? - cf. Mt 28:18-20

a. Matthew 28:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority
has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age .” Amen.

b. This applies also to the command - “BE ANXIOUS FOR NOTHING.....”
D. Will you accept the invitation today? Matthew 11:28–30 (NKJV)  - 28 Come to Me, all you who

labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you and learn from Me,
for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For My yoke is easy and
My burden is light.”
1. Or will you forfeit the eternal for the temporary---- Matthew 16:24–27 (NKJV) - 24 Then Jesus

said to His disciples, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him deny himself, and take up his
cross, and follow Me. 25 For whoever desires to save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his
life for My sake will find it. 26 For what profit is it to a man if he gains the whole world, and
loses his own soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul? 27 For the Son of Man
will come in the glory of His Father with His angels, and then He will reward each according to
his works.
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E. How can you have PEACE? 
1. With God - Hear Him, Believe Him, & Obey Him – Acts 2:38;  1 Pet 3:21
2. With Others - 1st - be reconciled to God - then "pursue" peace with others -  1 Peter 3:8-12 
3. With Self - Walk in the Spirit - Rom. 8:1; Gal. 5:16

a. Let US never forget WHO IS IN THE BOAT WITH US - when the Tempest is Raging All
About US!

Ideas From an Article by Mike Willis - Guardian of Truth XXIX: 6, pp. 162, 181 March 21, 1985 ; expanded
and developed into a sermon by JC 12/2021
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