
Remember To Forget
Introduction:

A. A week ago we as a nation observed the 20th year of the solemn occasion of 911 attacks.
1. In this past few weeks we have seen a dramatic shift - in some school systems downplaying this

event, re-writing in some ways the narrative and even in some cases outright lying about the
event.

2. It is for this very reason we have heard those word’s - “WE WILL NEVER FORGET.”
3. It was the very reason for the title of last weeks sermon - and as Christians we must “NEVER

FORGET”:
a. God and His Works
b. God’s Word
c. Others Kindnesses
d. Others Misfortunes
e. God’s Forgiveness.

B. In today’s lesson - I want to stress that as important as it is to NOT FORGET some thing’s - it is
equally as important to REALLY FORGET other things.
1. In the above 5 points - our memory should be long and fixed.
2. But in these next 4 points - our memory should be short and free.

C. In Genesis 41:51– “And Joseph called the name of the first-born Manasseh: For, said he, God hath
made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house.”
1. I want you to note from this passage of Scripture that “GOD want us to FORGET” - is this

passage Joseph says - God has MADE him forget.
2. Remember this - “The proper memory for a politician is one that knows what to remember and

what to forget.” -  John Morley
3. And such must be true in our Christian Walk as well.

D. Let us now begin our study on what we REALLY NEED TO FORGET.....

II. REMEMBER TO FORGET - PAST MISTAKES
A. The Christian must remember that the mistakes of yesterday can destroy the sunshine of today and

have the storm continue thru tomorrow.
1. We must remember that each day starts with a new slate - God has woken you up today not to

live in the past but to live in the present looking for a brighter future.
B. Note these passages of Scriptures: 1 Tim.1:13-15; Phil.3:13,14; Heb.8:12; 10:17

1. 1 Tim.1:13-15– “13 though I was before a blasphemer, and a persecutor, and injurious: howbeit
I obtained mercy, because I did it ignorantly in unbelief; 14 and the grace of our Lord abounded
exceedingly with faith and love which is in Christ Jesus. 15 Faithful is the saying, and worthy
of all acceptation, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners; of whom I am chief:”
a. Paul never forgot what he had done - but it did not cripple him to the point where he was

unable to be of Great service to the Lord, in His Kingdom.
b. Phil.3:13-14– “13 Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: but one thing I do,

forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before,
14 I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”

2. We have all sinned and fallen short of the Glory of God - Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 for all
have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, - and we all deserve to be in eternal damnation -
Romans 6:23 (NKJV) — 23 For the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal life in
Christ Jesus our Lord. ; but thanks be to God and the blood of His son our sins have been washed
away - but ever greater than that is that God Remembers them no MORE:
a. Heb.8:12– “For I will be merciful to their iniquities, And their sins will I remember no
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more.”
b. Heb.10:17– “And their sins and their iniquities will I remember no more.”

C. In much the same way - David’s sin with Bathsheba - 2 Samuel 11 was - “EVER BEFORE HIS
EYES” Psalm 51:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 For I acknowledge my transgressions, And my sin is always
before me. 4 Against You, You only, have I sinned, And done this evil in Your sight— That You
may be found just when You speak, And blameless when You judge. - he lived his life so as to not
to miss Heaven - “He will not return to me, but I WILL go to him.” - cf 2 Samuel 12:18–25 (NKJV)
— 18 Then on the seventh day it came to pass that the child died. And the servants of David were
afraid to tell him that the child was dead. For they said, “Indeed, while the child was alive, we spoke
to him, and he would not heed our voice. How can we tell him that the child is dead? He may do
some harm!” 19 When David saw that his servants were whispering, David perceived that the child
was dead. Therefore David said to his servants, “Is the child dead?” And they said, “He is dead.” 20
So David arose from the ground, washed and anointed himself, and changed his clothes; and he went
into the house of the LORD and worshiped. Then he went to his own house; and when he requested,
they set food before him, and he ate. 21 Then his servants said to him, “What is this that you have
done? You fasted and wept for the child while he was alive, but when the child died, you arose and
ate food.” 22 And he said, “While the child was alive, I fasted and wept; for I said, ‘Who can tell
whether the LORD will be gracious to me, that the child may live?’ 23 But now he is dead; why
should I fast? Can I bring him back again? I shall go to him, but he shall not return to me.” 24 Then
David comforted Bathsheba his wife, and went in to her and lay with her. So she bore a son, and he
called his name Solomon. Now the LORD loved him, 25 and He sent word by the hand of Nathan
the prophet: So he called his name Jedidiah, because of the LORD.
1.  In this life we must live with the consequences of our sin - David had too - cf 2 Sam 12: 9-14-

BUT, these need to be learning tools in our daily walk - not crippling crutches on which we rest
our weight.

2. Let is determine to live in the PRESENT - it is a gift of God for us to write a new page in our
Book - called life!

III. REMEMBER TO FORGET - PAST TROUBLES
A. This is exactly what Joseph did when he named his first born son - Gen.41:51

1. Gen.41:51– “And Joseph called the name of the first-born Manasseh: For, said he, God hath
made me forget all my toil, and all my father's house.”

2. Can I ask you to just remember what Joseph has been thru in his life!
B. Eccl.5:18-20– “18 Behold, that which I have seen to be good and to be comely is for one to eat and

to drink, and to enjoy good in all his labor, wherein he laboreth under the sun, all the days of his life
which God hath given him: for this is his portion. 19 Every man also to whom God hath given riches
and wealth, and hath given him power to eat thereof, and to take his portion, and to rejoice in his
labor-this is the gift of God. 20 For he shall not much remember the days of his life; because God
answereth him in the joy of his heart.”
1. Note here once again God’s involvement in our forgetting.

a. Is this not what Jesus is sayig here in  ---- John 16:21– “A woman when she is in travail hath
sorrow, because her hour is come: but when she is delivered of the child, she remembereth
no more the anguish, for the joy that a man is born into the world.”

b. I don’t think any woman who has been pregnant and given birth - will ever forget the
contraction pains and the length of their labor - but that toil, that pain and that suffering is
quickly dissipated by the shear joy of the sound of the new born’s cry.

2. Isa.65:16,17– “16 so that he who blesseth himself in the earth shall bless himself in the God of
truth; and he that sweareth in the earth shall swear by the God of truth; because the former
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troubles are forgotten, and because they are hid from mine eyes. 17 For, behold, I create new
heavens and a new earth; and the former things shall not be remembered, nor come into
mind.”

C. Isaiah reminds us that we look forward - not backward.
1. Do you see the sunshine of this DAY! Or the gloom of yesterday?

IV. REMEMBER TO FORGET - PAST HURTS - this is a tough one - because when it comes to
those who have hurt us we have a memory of an Elephant - but when it comes to the hurts that we
have done to others - how quickly we forget.

A. A few passages of Scripture I want us to remember - Eph.4:32; Heb.8:12; 10:17; Eph.5:1; 1
Cor.13:5
1. Eph.4:32– “and be ye kind one to another, tenderhearted, forgiving each other, even as God also

in Christ forgave you.”
a. Leave the door open - don’t burn the bridge you may need to cross over in the future.

2. Eph.5:1– “Be ye therefore imitators of God, as beloved children;”
a. Can I ask you honestly - “HOW MANY TIMES HAVE YOUR HURT GOD?”
b. The children of Israel are a powerful example of God’s goodness and mercy and love to

forget when we walk in ways that hurt Him or His cause.
(1) Hebrews 8:12 (NKJV) — 12 For I will be merciful to their unrighteousness, and their

sins and their lawless deeds I will remember no more.”
(2) Hebrews 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 then He adds, “Their sins and their lawless deeds I will

remember no more.”
c. Psalm 106:23 (NKJV) — 23 Therefore He said that He would destroy them, Had not Moses

His chosen one stood before Him in the breach, To turn away His wrath, lest He destroy
them.
(1) It is our Lord who stands in the breach of our lives - it is His Blood that saves us from

the wrath of God’s anger
(2) If this is what God is doing for us tell me how - we KEEP REMEMBERING!

B. 1 Cor.13:5– “doth not behave itself unseemly, seeketh not its own, is not provoked, taketh not
account of evil;”
1. The very essence of TRUE LOVE for GOD and ONE ANOTHER.
2. Mention - Hope Bailey here and her little “black book”.

C. Let God do the accounting and let us pursue that which makes for Unity and Pure Love.

V. REMEMBER TO FORGET - PAST VICTORIES
A. How many a sports team or individual has suffered the astonishing loss of a game because they went

in with the over confidence of their past victories.
B. A few passages to note - that emphasize the need to not be a backward looker - Phil.3:4-8; 13,14;

Lk.9:62
1. Phil.3:4-8– “4 though I myself might have confidence even in the flesh: if any other man

thinketh to have confidence in the flesh, I yet more: 5 circumcised the eighth day, of the stock
of Israel, of the tribe of Benjamin, a Hebrew of Hebrews; as touching the law, a Pharisee; 6 as
touching zeal, persecuting the church; as touching the righteousness which is in the law, found
blameless. … ------ wait for it..!!!!
a. … 7 Howbeit what things were gain to me, these have I counted loss for Christ. 8 Yea verily,

and I count all things to be loss for the excellency of the knowledge of Christ Jesus my Lord:
for whom I suffered the loss of all things, and do count them but refuse, that I may gain
Christ,”
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b. What are those gains that PAUL had accomplished in the past - DUNG/REFUSE
2. Phil.3:13-14 – “13 Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: but one thing I do,

forgetting the things which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before,
14 I press on toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus.”
a. Paul had a lot of things he could have been and should have been proud that he had

accomplished in this life - but here he reminds us that the GOAL and the PRIZE is not in the
rear view mirror it is in FRONT OF US.

b. Have you ever wondered why the rear view mirrow in the car is is small and the windscreen
is so large?
(1) I can tell you the simple answer - its because what is behind you is not as important as

that which is in front of you - UNLESS YOUR ARE GOING BACKWARD.
(2) And for the Christ - our walk it to PRESS FORWARD - not to go backwards.

C. It is for this very reason why our Lord and Savior states - Luke 9:62– “But Jesus said unto him, No
man, having put his hand to the plow, and looking back, is fit for the kingdom of God.”
1. NOTE HERE ---- “NO ONE” is exempt here.
2. Are you “FIT FOR THE KINGDOM” - then you have a forward look.

a. Lets take one more look at what Paul said to the church in Philippi - Phil.3:13-15– “13
Brethren, I count not myself yet to have laid hold: but one thing I do, forgetting the things
which are behind, and stretching forward to the things which are before, 14 I press on
toward the goal unto the prize of the high calling of God in Christ Jesus. 15 Let us
therefore, as many as are perfect, be thus minded: and if in anything ye are otherwise
minded, this also shall God reveal unto you:”

3. Let us take each day - tackle each problem before us with a renewed confidence that if the “Lord
has brought us to it - He can/ is ABLE, and WILL take us thru it.”
a. God is in complete CONTROL - HE IS MY PILOT and I put my Full TRUST and

CONFIDENCE in Him - not in myself.
D. OH YES - WE MUST REMEMBER TO FORGET these things - and so much more

1. Past Mistakes
2. Past Troubles
3. Past Hurts
4. And Finally Past Victories

VI. IN Conclusion:
A. There are some things we should remember to forget and others we should not forget to remember.
B. Let us have the strength and courage to know which is which and to forget and remember them

accordingly
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