
The Perfecting of Faith, part 2 of 2  - 1 Thess 3:1-13 
Introduction:
I. How many think that their faith is perfect, lacking in nothing? - Let's face it...our faith still needs

perfecting and we all agree that there is much room for improvement.. 
A. Today we will conclude a study we began (part 1 - 2 weeks ago) 

1. Based on I Thess 3 we have studied some guidelines towards the perfecting of our faith, 
a. 3:10 -  Faith is to be developed gradually, 
b. 3:10 - contact with strong Christians helps build strong faith, 
c. 3:2 - Stability in trials perfects faith, 
d. 3:2-4 - Resisting temptations perfects faith, 3:5 

B. There are 4 more guidelines in this chapter that will perfect our faith. 

II. Steadfastness in the Christian Life Perfects Faith 
A. We are alive IF ---- 1 Thessalonians 3:8 (NKJV) — 8 For now we live, if you stand fast in the Lord.

1. Few things are as encouraging to a preacher than to hear of the steadfastness of someone he has
had a hand in bringing to faith in Jesus. - 3 John 4 (NKJV) — 4 I have no greater joy than to
hear that my children walk in truth.
a. The Thessalonians to Paul ("we live" = Paul enjoyed life) NIV="we now really live" 

2. To "stand fast" = to cause a thing to be in place, i.e. persevering in a given activity, Matt 7:24-27
a. Matthew 7:24–27 (NKJV) — 24 “Therefore whoever hears these sayings of Mine, and does

them, I will liken him to a wise man who built his house on the rock: 25 and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it did not fall,
for it was founded on the rock. 26 “But everyone who hears these sayings of Mine, and does
not do them, will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand: 27 and the rain
descended, the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house; and it fell. And great
was its fall.”

b. Gal 5:1, I Cor 16:13, 15:58, Phil 4:1 (Just think of the Hurricanes we endure here) 
(1) Galatians 5:1 (NKJV) — 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has made

us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.
(2) 1 Corinthians 16:13 (NKJV) — 13 Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave, be strong.
(3) 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not
in vain in the Lord.

(4) Philippians 4:1 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy
and crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.

c. Allow the strength of the Lord to enable them to stand secure, in place 
B. Must rely on God's strength, not ours, for stability 

1. Not status...possessions...intelligence 
2. But union with God in heart and life. 

a. Their faith would then develop and mature so as to enable them to remain loyal in all
circumstances of life ...so must ours! 

III. Prayer Perfects Faith 
A. It would be impossible to have a mature faith without the help of prayer - Prayer is an exercise of

faith...we pray because we believe in God 
1. Where there is much faith, there is much prayer 
2. As we exercise our faith, faith grows as does our prayer life - (like weight lifting - muscles bulge 

B. To Paul, prayer was vital to perfecting faith, - 1 Thessalonians 3:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 For what thanks
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can we render to God for you, for all the joy with which we rejoice for your sake before our God, 10
night and day praying exceedingly that we may see your face and perfect what is lacking in your
faith? 11 Now may our God and Father Himself, and our Lord Jesus Christ, direct our way to you.
1. Giving thanks recognized that God was at work thru Paul, vs 9 
2. His prayer was a joyful thanksgiving for their spiritual growth, vs 9 
3. He prayed that he might personally see them to perfect their faith, vs 10 
4. He prayed that God would "direct" his way to them, vs 11 (this indicates a dependence on God)

C. Thus, prayer was important to perfect faith, both his and the Thessalonians. 
1. Prayer not only expresses faith, but strengthens it as well. 

a. Thru prayer Jesus found strength to face the cross as we studies a few weeks back, Matt
26:36-46 
(1) Matthew 26:36–46 (NKJV) — 36 Then Jesus came with them to a place called

Gethsemane, and said to the disciples, “Sit here while I go and pray over there.” 37 And
He took with Him Peter and the two sons of Zebedee, and He began to be sorrowful and
deeply distressed. 38 Then He said to them, “My soul is exceedingly sorrowful, even to
death. Stay here and watch with Me.” 39 He went a little farther and fell on His face, and
prayed, saying, “O My Father, if it is possible, let this cup pass from Me; nevertheless,
not as I will, but as You will.” 40 Then He came to the disciples and found them
sleeping, and said to Peter, “What! Could you not watch with Me one hour? 41 Watch
and pray, lest you enter into temptation. The spirit indeed is willing, but the flesh is
weak.” 42 Again, a second time, He went away and prayed, saying, “O My Father, if this
cup cannot pass away from Me unless I drink it, Your will be done.” 43 And He came
and found them asleep again, for their eyes were heavy. 44 So He left them, went away
again, and prayed the third time, saying the same words. 45 Then He came to His
disciples and said to them, “Are you still sleeping and resting? Behold, the hour is at
hand, and the Son of Man is being betrayed into the hands of sinners. 46 Rise, let us be
going. See, My betrayer is at hand.”

b. Thru prayer the early church found boldness to preach, Acts 4:29-31 
(1) Acts 4:29–31 (NKJV) — 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants

that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal,
and that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.”
31 And when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken;
and they were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with
boldness. - Our faith is also perfected by prayer. 

IV. Christian Virtues Perfect Faith 
A. Paul's prayer for the Thessalonians not only included a desire to be with them personally, but also

a request that they develop traits of Christian virtue, 1 Thessalonians 3:12–13 (NKJV) — 12 And
may the Lord make you increase and abound in love to one another and to all, just as we do to you,
13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness before our God and Father at the
coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.
1. By adding these things to their Christian life - it would help perfect their faith 
2. Peter said similar things, II Pet 1:5-10 

a. 2 Peter 1:5–10 (NKJV) — 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your
faith virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance,
to perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love.
8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even
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to blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren,
be even more diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will
never stumble;

B. Paul prayed that their love would "increase and abound" (steadfast but not stagnant) 
1. News of their faith and love had spread world- wide, 1 Thess 1:3,8 3:6 

a. 1 Thessalonians 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 remembering without ceasing your work of faith, labor
of love, and patience of hope in our Lord Jesus Christ in the sight of our God and Father,
(1) 1 Thessalonians 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 For from you the word of the Lord has sounded forth,

not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place. Your faith toward God has
gone out, so that we do not need to say anything.

b. 1 Thessalonians 3:6 (NKJV) — 6 But now that Timothy has come to us from you, and
brought us good news of your faith and love, and that you always have good remembrance
of us, greatly desiring to see us, as we also to see you—

2. But they were not to "settle in" on their present level of love it had to grow. 
3. They were to make it "increase and abound" 

a. Abound and overflow...a fountain of love..  1 Thess 4:1, Phil 1:9 
(1) 1 Thessalonians 4:1 (NKJV) — 1 Finally then, brethren, we urge and exhort in the Lord

Jesus that you should abound more and more, just as you received from us how you
ought to walk and to please God;

(2) Philippians 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 And this I pray, that your love may abound still more and
more in knowledge and all discernment,

b. Toward each other, 1 Thess 4:9,10 ;Jn 13:34,35 ; I Pet 1:22, I Jn 4:10,11 
(1) 1 Thessalonians 4:9 (NKJV) — 9 But concerning brotherly love you have no need that

I should write to you, for you yourselves are taught by God to love one another;
(a) 1 Thessalonians 4:10 (NKJV) — 10 and indeed you do so toward all the brethren

who are in all Macedonia. But we urge you, brethren, that you increase more and
more;

(2) John 13:34–35 (NKJV) — 34 A new commandment I give to you, that you love one
another; as I have loved you, that you also love one another. 35 By this all will know that
you are My disciples, if you have love for one another.”

(3) 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure
heart,

(4) 1 John 4:10 (NKJV) — 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He loved us
and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins.
(a) 1 John 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we also ought to love one

another.
c. Toward all men...not just local congregation, or even Christians...ALL. 

C. The purpose for the practice of such love was to perfect their faith. 
1. 1 Thessalonians 3:13 (NKJV) — 13 so that He may establish your hearts blameless in holiness

before our God and Father at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.
a. "stablish" - establish, to fix, make fast, to set (from root meaning "to prop") 
b. "blameless" so that no charge could be laid and sustained, 1 Peter 2:11-12 

(1) 1 Peter 2:11–12 (NKJV) — 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain
from fleshly lusts which war against the soul, 12 having your conduct honorable among
the Gentiles, that when they speak against you as evildoers, they may, by your good
works which they observe, glorify God in the day of visitation.

c. "holiness" - separation, consecration, devotion to God. 
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2. These virtues are expressions of the reality of one's faith, and the practice of such will, in turn,
perfect your faith. 

V. Awareness of the 2nd coming of Christ and pending death -  Perfects Faith 
A. When Paul first arrived in Thessalonica from Philippi, he taught about Jesus 

1. Acts 17:2-3  (NKJV) — 2 Then Paul, as his custom was, went in to them, and for three Sabbaths
reasoned with them from the Scriptures, 3 explaining and demonstrating that the Christ had to
suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, “This Jesus whom I preach to you is the Christ.”

2. Faith in Jesus related to the past, present & future - just as in the Lord’s Supper.
a. From past were freed from sin by grace of God. 
b. In the present they were to live the virtuous life 
c. Faith also believes in the future..Christ's coming 1 Thessalonians 3:13b (NKJV) — 13

.......at the coming of our Lord Jesus Christ with all His saints.
B. Hope in the return of Jesus gives strength to our faith. - we often get caught up in the present 

1. Life begins to lose its purpose and meaning 
2. The power to resist evil begins to fade. 

a. Remembering the Lord's return can re-vitalize our faith 
3. All history is moving toward the final destruction, II Pet 3:10 

a. 2 Peter 3:10 (NKJV) — 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in
which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent
heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.

4. This should encourage our faithfulness, II Pet 3:11-14 
a. 2 Peter 3:11–14 (NKJV) — 11 Therefore, since all these things will be dissolved, what

manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking for and
hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved,
being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according
to His promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14
Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by Him in peace,
without spot and blameless;

5. Faith is to look beyond the present and see the ultimate purpose of God, Heb 11:1,6 
a. Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of

things not seen.
b. Hebrews 11:6 (NKJV) — 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who

comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek
Him.

c. It is these 8 things that one's faith is molded and perfected. 

VI. Conclusion:
A. The perfecting of faith is something we work at daily "a journey toward God" 
B. There are many things that help along the journey. 

1. Fellow Christians 
2. Trials and temptations 
3. Prayer 
4. Christian virtues 
5. The 2nd coming 

C. Some days the travel will be easier than others  -  Detours and roadblocks are to be expected 
1. However, don't allow these to cause you to quit your journey. - Use the means God has provided

to help you perfect your faith.
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