
This World Is Not Our Home
Introduction:

A. “This world is not my Home, I’m just a passing thru” - these are the words we sing, but do we really
believe this and do we really live like this?

B. A few passages to set the stage of our thinking here are:
1. Phil.3:20,21– “20 For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we wait for a Saviour, the Lord

Jesus Christ: 21 who shall fashion anew the body of our humiliation, that it may be conformed
to the body of his glory, according to the working whereby he is able even to subject all things
unto himself.”
a. NOW NOTE THIS - Phil.3:20,21– “20 For our citizenship is in heaven; whence also we

wait for a Saviour, the Lord Jesus Christ: 21 who shall fashion anew the body of our
humiliation, that it may be conformed to the body of his glory, according to the working
whereby he is able even to subject all things unto himself.”

b. One of those songs that I just love that surfaced shortly after the 911 attacks on this country 
is the song - Proud To Be An American - words by Lee Greenwood
(1) If tomorrow all the things were gone I'd worked for all my life, And I had to start again

with just my children and my wife. I'd thank my lucky stars to be living here today,
'Cause the flag still stands for freedom and they can't take that away.

(2) And I'm proud to be an American where at least I know I'm free. And I won't forget the
men who died, who gave that right to me. And I'd gladly stand up next to you and defend
her still today. 'Cause there ain't no doubt I love this land God bless the U.S.A.

(3) From the lakes of Minnesota, to the hills of Tennessee, Across the plains of Texas, from
sea to shining sea, From Detroit down to Houston and New York to LA, 

(4) Well, there's pride in every American Heart, and its time to STAND and SAY…
(a) And I'm proud to be an American where at least I know I'm free. And I won't forget

the men who died, who gave that right to me. And I'd gladly stand up next to you and
defend her still today. 'Cause there ain't no doubt I love this land God bless the
U.S.A.

2. Another song by John {Johnny} Cash - RAGGED OLD FLAG
a. I walked through a county courthouse square, On a park bench an old man was sitting there

I said, your old courthouse is kinda run down. He said, naw, it'll do for our little town I said,
your old flagpole has leaned a little bit And that's a ragged old flag you got hanging on it He
said, have a seat, and I sat down

b. Is this the first time you've been to our little town? I said, I think it is. He said, I don't like to
brag But we're kinda proud of that ragged old flag - You see, we got a little hole in that flag
there when Washington took it across the Delaware. And it got powder-burned the night
Francis Scott Key Sat watching it writing say can you see

c. And it got a bad rip in New Orleans, With Packingham and Jackson tuggin' at its seams -
And it almost fell at the Alamo, Beside the texas flag, but she waved on though. She got cut
with a sword at Chancellorsville, And she got cut again at Shiloh Hill - There was Robert E.
Lee, Beauregard, and Bragg

d. And the south wind blew hard on that ragged old flag, On Flanders field in World War one -
She got a big hole from a Bertha gun. She turned blood red in World War Two. She hung
limp and low a time or two - She was in Korea and Vietnam - She went where she was sent
by Uncle Sam

e. She waved from our ships upon the Briny foam - And now they've about quit waving her
back here at home In her own good land here she's been abused, She's been burned,
dishonored, denied, and refused - And the government for which she stands - Is scandalized
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throughout the land And she's getting threadbare and wearing thin
f. But she's in good shape for the shape she's in 'Cause she's been through the fire before And

I believe she can take a whole lot more. So we raise her up every morning We take her down
every night We don't let her touch the ground and we fold her up right

g. On second thought, I do like to brag - 'Cause I'm mighty proud of that ragged old flag
3. I ask you here this Morning - do these words - not bring chills to your back and neck - as an

American?
a. BUT - let me ask you - can we look at these words and say the SAME about HEAVEN, and

about the ONE and ONLY SON OF GOD - who makes our citizenship in HEAVEN
possible?

b. Tho’ we have no flag “literally” to fly - does the WORLD know the COUNTRY and the
citizenship that you are a part of?  DOES the world see the that Ragged FLAG, that has
“fought the Good fight of faith” in US?

c. Are we “PROUD” {not in the haughty and sinful manner} to be a CHRISTIAN and
sojourner in this world that we are NOW in?
(1) Truly the words of Amazing Grace - ring true when we think how privileged we are to

be here today! To be called a “Child of the King” and and Heir of the KINGDOM.
(2) As much as it was by FORTUNE that you were born in this country the USA, your

choice to become a “DISCIPLE of CHRIST” - is one that comes with a greater love,
greater pride and greater loyalty you can ever have for this physical land you now live in.

4. Gen.47:9– “And Jacob said unto Pharaoh, The days of the years of my pilgrimage are a hundred
and thirty years: few and evil have been the days of the years of my life, and they have not
attained unto the days of the years of the life of my fathers in the days of their pilgrimage.”

5. 2 Cor.5:6-8– “6 Being therefore always of good courage, and knowing that, whilst we are at
home in the body, we are absent from the Lord 7 (for we walk by faith, not by sight); 8 we are
of good courage, I say, and are willing rather to be absent from the body, and to be at home
with the Lord.”

II. THE FIRST THAT WE MUST UNDERSTAND IS THAT WE ARE SOJOURNERS:
A. A temporary resident

1. 1 Pet.1:1,17; 2:11
a. 1 Peter 1:1 (NKJV) — 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion

in Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia,
b. 1 Peter 1:17 (NKJV) — 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges

according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in
fear;

c. 1 Peter 2:11 (NKJV) — 11 Beloved, I beg you as sojourners and pilgrims, abstain from
fleshly lusts which war against the soul,

B. Bible examples:
1. Abraham – Gen.11:31-12:4; Acts 7:2-7; Heb.11:8-10,13-16

a. Genesis 11:31–12:4 (NKJV) — 31 And Terah took his son Abram and his grandson Lot, the
son of Haran, and his daughter-in-law Sarai, his son Abram’s wife, and they went out with
them from Ur of the Chaldeans to go to the land of Canaan; and they came to Haran and
dwelt there. 32 So the days of Terah were two hundred and five years, and Terah died in
Haran. 1 Now the LORD had said to Abram: “Get out of your country, From your family
And from your father’s house, To a land that I will show you. 2 I will make you a great
nation; I will bless you And make your name great; And you shall be a blessing. 3 I will bless
those who bless you, And I will curse him who curses you; And in you all the families of the
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earth shall be blessed.” 4 So Abram departed as the LORD had spoken to him, and Lot went
with him. And Abram was seventy-five years old when he departed from Haran.

b. Acts 7:2–7 (NKJV) — 2 And he said, “Brethren and fathers, listen: The God of glory
appeared to our father Abraham when he was in Mesopotamia, before he dwelt in Haran, 3
and said to him, ‘Get out of your country and from your relatives, and come to a land that I
will show you.’ 4 Then he came out of the land of the Chaldeans and dwelt in Haran. And
from there, when his father was dead, He moved him to this land in which you now dwell.
5 And God gave him no inheritance in it, not even enough to set his foot on. But even when
Abraham had no child, He promised to give it to him for a possession, and to his descendants
after him. 6 But God spoke in this way: that his descendants would dwell in a foreign land,
and that they would bring them into bondage and oppress them four hundred years. 7 ‘And
the nation to whom they will be in bondage I will judge,’ said God, ‘and after that they shall
come out and serve Me in this place.’

c. Hebrews 11:8–10 (NKJV) — 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go out to
the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where he
was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in
tents with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the
city which has foundations, whose builder and maker is God.

d. Hebrews 11:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises,
but having seen them afar off were assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they
were strangers and pilgrims on the earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly
that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly if they had called to mind that country from which
they had come out, they would have had opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a
better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God is not ashamed to be called their God, for
He has prepared a city for them.

2. Jacob – Gen.31:30,38-42; 35:27
a. Genesis 31:30 (NKJV) — 30 And now you have surely gone because you greatly long for

your father’s house, but why did you steal my gods?”
b. Genesis 31:38–42 (NKJV) — 38 These twenty years I have been with you; your ewes and

your female goats have not miscarried their young, and I have not eaten the rams of your
flock. 39 That which was torn by beasts I did not bring to you; I bore the loss of it. You
required it from my hand, whether stolen by day or stolen by night. 40 There I was! In the
day the drought consumed me, and the frost by night, and my sleep departed from my eyes.
41 Thus I have been in your house twenty years; I served you fourteen years for your two
daughters, and six years for your flock, and you have changed my wages ten times. 42 Unless
the God of my father, the God of Abraham and the Fear of Isaac, had been with me, surely
now you would have sent me away empty-handed. God has seen my affliction and the labor
of my hands, and rebuked you last night.”

c. Genesis 35:27 (NKJV) — 27 Then Jacob came to his father Isaac at Mamre, or Kirjath Arba
(that is, Hebron), where Abraham and Isaac had dwelt.

3. Israel in Egypt – cf. Gen.15:13-14
a. Genesis 15:13–14 (NKJV) — 13 Then He said to Abram: “Know certainly that your

descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, and will serve them, and they will
afflict them four hundred years. 14 And also the nation whom they serve I will judge;
afterward they shall come out with great possessions.

III. NEXT COMES THE REALIZATION THAT - THIS WORLD IS NOT OUR HOME
A. We must not conform to the world
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1. Rom.12:2; Jas.4:4; 2 Cor.6:17-7:1; 1 Jn.2:5
a. Romans 12:2 (NKJV) — 2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by

the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect
will of God.

b. James 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with
the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God.

c. 2 Corinthians 6:17–7:1 (NKJV) — 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And be
separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will be
a Father to you, and you shall be My sons and daughters, says the LORD Almighty.” 1
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of the
flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

d. 1 John 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 But whoever keeps His word, truly the love of God is perfected in
him. By this we know that we are in Him.

B. We must not “get used to” this world
1. Acts 17:16; 2 Pet.2:7-8

a. Acts 17:16 (NKJV) — 16 Now while Paul waited for them at Athens, his spirit was
provoked within him when he saw that the city was given over to idols.

b. 2 Peter 2:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 and delivered righteous Lot, who was oppressed by the filthy
conduct of the wicked 8 (for that righteous man, dwelling among them, tormented his
righteous soul from day to day by seeing and hearing their lawless deeds)—

C. How do we keep ourselves from it?
1. Be careful about attitude– Col.3:1-2

a. Colossians 3:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 If then you were raised with Christ, seek those things which
are above, where Christ is, sitting at the right hand of God. 2 Set your mind on things above,
not on things on the earth.

2. Be careful about treasures– Matt.6:19-21
a. Matthew 6:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where

moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves
treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in
and steal. 21 For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

3. Be careful about friendships– 1 Cor.15:33
a. 1 Corinthians 15:33 (NKJV) — 33 Do not be deceived: “Evil company corrupts good

habits.”

IV. LASTLY in CONCLUSION - REMEMBER THAT HEAVEN IS OUR HOME
A. We must develop the “heart of a sojourner”

1. Exodus 23:9 (NKJV) — 9 “Also you shall not oppress a stranger, for you know the heart of a
stranger, because you were strangers in the land of Egypt.

B. Being away from home we live by faith
1. 2 Cor.5:6-8; Heb.11:1

a. 2 Corinthians 5:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 So we are always confident, knowing that while we are
at home in the body we are absent from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We
are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the
Lord.

b. Hebrews 11:1 (NKJV) — 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of
things not seen.

C. To have the “heart of a sojourner”…
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1. Read and study about heaven
2. Meditate about it
3. Talk and sing about it

D. And that is why as in lasts months lesson on “For Me To LIVE is Christ....” - we can truly say -
Phil.1:21-23– “21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 22 But if to live in the flesh, --if this
shall bring fruit from my work, then what I shall choose I know not. 23 But I am in a strait betwixt
the two, having the desire to depart and be with Christ; for it is very far better:”
1. DO you have a heart of a sojourner?
2. HAVE YOU fixed your heart and eyes on HEAVEN?
3. Have you been DISTRACTED by the things of the WORLD?

a. IF so you need to REPENT AND PRAY!
4. Have you NOT YET TAKEN the step of COMPLETE OBEDIENCE?

a. What does this WORLD have to offer?
b. What do you know that I DON’T about the assurance you have of tommorrow?
c. “ONLY A STEP” - that is all it takes to begin your life here as a “SOJOURNER” rather than

a permanet dweller.
E. Won’t you come with a humble and contrite heart - and “Come Follow Jesus, our Lord and Savior -

the Christ”
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