
MEETING A CHRISTIAN - Acts 11:26
Intro:

A. My Grandfather - who was not a Christian, nor claimed to be one - said this that has stuck in my
mind a long time.
1. “You can tell a lot about a man by his handshake.”
2. I asked him one time what did he mean about that - and he simply said this - “a man’s handshake

tell you all you need to know about his character.” 
3. He judged many he met - on how the man shook his hand..... and I would have to say he was

seldom wrong in his judgment.
B. We Meet Many People In A Lifetime.

1. We Meet People In Their Homes, In Businesses, On The Streets, In Hospitals, At Social
Gatherings And Other Places.

C. After Meeting Most People We Still Don’t Know Much About Them - do we?
D. BUT - After Meeting A Christian Brother of Sister We Can Know Many Things About them.

1. This morning I want to examine just a few things that we can know because of the common faith
we hold

2. Remember that old saying - “If it quacks like a duck, waddles like a duck, looks like a duck and
acts like a duck - then it is a duck!”

3. Well the same is true here WHEN YOU MEET A CHRISTIAN: these things you should know
about them.

II. YOU’VE MET A BROTHER OR SISTER IN CHRIST.
A. All Christians Are Brethren. 

1. 1Cor.15:58   Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the
work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

2. Rom.10:1  Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved.
B. All Christians Are Children Of God. 

1. Gal. 3:26-27  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of you
as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

C. All Brethren Should Be United. 
1. Psa.133:1 Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brethren to dwell together in unity!
2. Eph.4:1-3   I, therefore, the prisoner of the Lord, beseech you to walk worthy of the calling with

which you were called, 2 with all lowliness and gentleness, with longsuffering, bearing with one
another in love, 3 endeavoring to keep the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace.

D. As brethren THIS PERSON IS A CHILD OF GOD just as you are.
1. We Are All Children Of God By Faith. 

a. Gal. 3:26-27  For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27 For as many of
you as were baptized into Christ have put on Christ.

E. The Spirit Itself Beareth Witness With Our Spirit, That We Are The Children Of God. 
1. Rom. 8:16   The Spirit Himself bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 

III. HE OR SHE HAS BEEN WASHED BY THE SAME BLOOD OF CHRIST.
A. Christ Shed His Blood For Us. 

1. Matt. 26:28  For this is My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission
of sins.

2. Rev.1:5   and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn from the dead, and the ruler
over the kings of the earth. To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,

B. The Blood Of Christ Sanctifies Man. 
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1. Heb.10:29   Of how much worse punishment, do you suppose, will he be thought worthy who
has trampled the Son of God underfoot, counted the blood of the covenant by which he was
sanctified a common thing, and insulted the Spirit of grace?

C. The Blood Of Christ Redeems Man. 
1. 1Pet.1:18-19  knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold,

from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious
blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot.

D. The Blood Of Christ Purges Sin. 
1. Heb. 9:22   And according to the law almost all things are purified with blood, and without

shedding of blood there is no remission.
E. And because of THIS, THIS PERSON IS IN THE CHURCH THAT JESUS BUILT.

1. Jesus Promised To Build His Church. 
a. Matthew 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 And I also say to you that you are Peter, and on this rock I

will build My church, and the gates of Hades shall not prevail against it.
2. The Obedient Were Added To His Church. 

a. Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord
added to the church daily those who were being saved.

3. It Was Bought With The Blood Of Christ. 
a. Acts 20:28 (NKJV) — 28 Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among

which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He
purchased with His own blood.

F. Christ Is The Savior Of His Church the body. 
1. Eph. 5:23   For the husband is head of the wife, as also Christ is head of the church; and He is

the Savior of the body. 
G. THIS PERSON IS IN THE KINGDOM.

1. A. He Has Been Delivered From Darkness. 
a. Col. 1:13  He has delivered us from the power of darkness and conveyed us into the

kingdom of the Son of His love,
b. 1Pet. 2:9   But you are a chosen generation, a royal priesthood, a holy nation, His own

special people, that you may proclaim the praises of Him who called you out of darkness
into His marvelous light;

2. Paul Said Walk As Children Of Light, and John shows the connection because of this.
a. Eph. 5:8  For you were once darkness, but now you are light in the Lord. Walk as

children of light
b. 1John 1:7 - But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have fellowship with one

another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin. 

IV. HE OR SHE LIVES UNDER THE SAME LAW AS YOU.
A. We Have A Perfect Law. 

1. James 1:25  But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a
forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

2. James 2:12   So speak and so do as those who will be judged by the law of liberty.
B. We’re All Under The Same Law. 

1. Phil. 3:16  Nevertheless, to the degree that we have already attained, let us walk by the same
rule, let us be of the same mind. 17 Brethren, join in following my example, and note those who
so walk, as you have us for a pattern.

C. The Old Law Was Abolished. 
1. Col. 2:14 having wiped out the handwriting of requirements that was against us, which was
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contrary to us. And He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.
2. Gal. 3:24-25  Therefore the law was our tutor to bring us to Christ, that we might be justified

by faith. 25 But after faith has come, we are no longer under a tutor.
3. Heb.10:9   then He said, "Behold, I have come to do Your will, O God." He takes away the first

that He may establish the second.

V. YOU MUST LOVE HIM OR HER. STRANGER! YES!
A. Let Brotherly Love Continue. 

1. Heb.13:1 Let brotherly love continue. 2 Do not forget to entertain strangers, for by so doing
some have unwittingly entertained angels.

2. 1Pet. 2:17  Honor all people. Love the brotherhood. Fear God. Honor the king.
B. Christians Must Love Each Other. 

1. John 13:35   By this all will know that you are My disciples, if you have love for one another."
2. 1 John 4:20  If someone says, "I love God," and hates his brother, he is a liar; for he who does

not love his brother whom he has seen, how can he love God whom he has not seen?
C. This love includes correcting one in the “Spirit of Love” when they are wrong.

1. God chastises those whom He loves - Hebrews 12:6 (NKJV) — 6 For whom the LORD loves
He chastens, And scourges every son whom He receives.”

2. Love does not allow wrong or sin to go unnoticed - if that is the case then we truly do not love
the souls of men - let alone out brethren.

VI. HE OR SHE OBEYS GOD NOT MAN.
A. Obedience Is Necessary. 

1. Acts 5:29 But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather
than men.

2. Rom. 6:17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from the heart
that form of doctrine to which you were delivered.

B. Christ Will Save The Obedient. 
1. Heb. 5:8-9  though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9

And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,
2. 1 Pet.1:22   Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the Spirit in sincere

love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,

VII. GOD WILL ANSWER THIS PERSON'S PRAYERS.
A. God Will Hear The Prayers Of The Righteous.

1. 1 Pet. 3:12  For the eyes of the Lord are on the righteous, And His ears are open to their prayers;
But the face of the Lord is against those who do evil." 

B. The Prayers Of The Righteous Avails Much. 
1. James 5:16  Confess your trespasses to one another, and pray for one another, that you may be

healed. The effective, fervent prayer of a righteous man avails much.
C. God Has Not Promised To Hear And Answer The Prayers Of The Wicked.

1. John 9:31 Now we know that God does not hear sinners; but if anyone is a worshiper of God
and does His will, He hears him.

2. Psa.66:18  If I regard iniquity in my heart, The Lord will not hear.
3. Prov.28:9   One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, Even his prayer is an abomination.

VIII. HE OR SHE HAS ACCEPTED THE ONE WAY.
A. This Is The Strait And Narrow Way. 
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1. Matt. 7:13-14  "Enter by the narrow gate; for wide is the gate and broad is the way that leads to
destruction, and there are many who go in by it. 14 Because narrow is the gate and difficult is
the way which leads to life, and there are few who find it. 

B. Jesus Is The Way. 
1. John 14:6 (NKJV) — 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes

to the Father except through Me.

IX. IN CONCLUSION:
A. Would You Rather Meet A Christian Than Most People You Will Meet During Your Lifetime?
B. When someone meets you for the first time - have they met a “Christian” in you?

1. I’ve met a lot of wet sinners - who never “PUT on CHRIST JESUS” - their fruits showed me that
- but at the same time I have met many that I am proud and humbled to call them brother or
sister.

2. The world needs to meet a “TRUE CHRISTIAN” - a TRUE DISCIPLE of Christ when they meet
you.
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