
THE CHRISTIAN’S HOPE - IS A LIVING HOPE
Introduction:

A. The child of God - is BORN AGAIN TO A LIVING HOPE.
1. Ephesians 1:11–21 (NKJV) - 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined

according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will, 12 that
we who first trusted in Christ should be to the praise of His glory. 

2. 13 In Him you also trusted, after you heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation; in whom
also, having believed, you were sealed with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is the guarantee of
our inheritance until the redemption of the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory. 

3. 15 Therefore I also, after I heard of your faith in the Lord Jesus and your love for all the saints, 16
do not cease to give thanks for you, making mention of you in my prayers: 17 that the God of our
Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the
knowledge of Him, 

4. 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His
calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints, 19 and what is the exceeding
greatness of His power toward us who believe, according to the working of His mighty power 

5. 20 which He worked in Christ when He raised Him from the dead and seated Him at His right hand
in the heavenly places, 21 far above all principality and power and might and dominion, and every
name that is named, not only in this age but also in that which is to come.

B. As was discussed in last weeks lesson:
1. Imagine living in this world without hope
2. MANY have NO hope! 1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NKJV) — 13 But I do not want you to be ignorant,

brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope.
3. MANY have embraced a FALSE hope! 
4. The Christian (a child of God) has HOPE: Hope (Noun), G1680 - elpis - e??p?´?

a. “It has to do with the unseen and the future, Rom. 8:24, 25. Hope describes (a) the happy
anticipation of good” - (Vine’s)

b. “Expectation of good, hope - in the Christian sense, joyful and confident expectation of eternal
salvation” - (Thayer)

C. An understanding of this  “Living Hope” can help us as Christians who are "pilgrims" be more joyful
during our sojourn in this life, even in the midst trials, sorrows, hardships & Pain.

D. Our study now turns to the Text of 1 Peter 1:1-9 - it is in this text that we learn the ingredients of
a LIVING HOPE:

1. 1 Peter 1:1–9 (NKJV)- 1 Peter, an apostle of Jesus Christ, To the pilgrims of the Dispersion in
Pontus, Galatia, Cappadocia, Asia, and Bithynia, 2 elect according to the foreknowledge of God the
Father, in sanctification of the Spirit, for obedience and sprinkling of the blood of Jesus Christ:
Grace to you and peace be multiplied. 

2. 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His abundant mercy has
begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an
inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 

3. 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time.
6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by
various trials, 

4. 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is
tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ,

5. 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with
joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls.
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II. DISCUSSION: - A Verse by Verse STUDY WITH OBSERVATIONS
A. 1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) - 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to

His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead,

1. Our hope rests in God - Num 23:19; 1 Sam 15:29; Titus 1:2; Heb 6:18
a. Numbers 23:19 (NKJV) — 19 “God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He

should repent. Has He said, and will He not do? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it
good?

b. 1 Samuel 15:29 (NKJV) — 29 And also the Strength of Israel will not lie nor relent. For He is
not a man, that He should relent.”

c. Titus 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time
began,

d. Hebrews 6:18 (NKJV) — 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set
before us.

2. Made possible by God’s love, mercy & grace - Tit 3:3-5; Rom 5:8,9; Eph. 2:3-10 
a. Titus 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived,

serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another.
4 But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works
of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the
washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,

b. Romans 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were
still sinners, Christ died for us.
(a) Romans 5:9 (NKJV) — 9 Much more then, having now been justified by His blood, we

shall be saved from wrath through Him.
c. Ephesians 2:3–10 (NKJV) — 3 among whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts

of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of
wrath, just as the others. 4 But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which
He loved us, 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by
grace you have been saved), 6 and raised us up together, and made us sit together in the heavenly
places in Christ Jesus, 7 that in the ages to come He might show the exceeding riches of His
grace in His kindness toward us in Christ Jesus. 8 For by grace you have been saved through
faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.
10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared
beforehand that we should walk in them.

3. By means of the new birth -  ver. 22,23;  Jno. 3:3–8; Tit. 3:5; Jam 1:18; Gal 3:26,27; Rom 6:3-7;
Col. 2:11-13

a. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through the
Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,
(a) 1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,

through the word of God which lives and abides forever,
b. John 3:3–8 (NKJV) — 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless

one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.” 4 Nicodemus said to Him, “How can a
man be born when he is old? Can he enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born?”
5 Jesus answered, “Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he
cannot enter the kingdom of God. 6 That which is born of the flesh is flesh, and that which is
born of the Spirit is spirit. 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’ 8 The
wind blows where it wishes, and you hear the sound of it, but cannot tell where it comes from
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and where it goes. So is everyone who is born of the Spirit.”
c. Titus 3:5 (NKJV) — 5 not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His

mercy He saved us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit,
d. James 1:18 (NKJV) — 18 Of His own will He brought us forth by the word of truth, that we

might be a kind of firstfruits of His creatures.
e. Galatians 3:26 (NKJV) — 26 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus.

(a) Galatians 3:27 (NKJV) — 27 For as many of you as were baptized into Christ have put on
Christ.

f. Romans 6:3–7 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Christ
Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through baptism into
death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father, even so we also
should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the likeness of His death,
certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing this, that our old man
was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer
be slaves of sin. 7 For he who has died has been freed from sin.

g. Colossians 2:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 In Him you were also circumcised with the circumcision
made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the circumcision of
Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised with Him through faith in
the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And you, being dead in your trespasses
and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made alive together with Him, having forgiven you
all trespasses,

4. This “living hope” is eternal life - (Titus 1:2; John 12:25; James 1:12; Rev 2:10)
a. Titus 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before time

began,
b. John 12:25 (NKJV) — 25 He who loves his life will lose it, and he who hates his life in this

world will keep it for eternal life.
c. James 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been

approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him.
d. Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.

Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

5. This “living hope” is based on the living resurrected Christ (cf. 1 Peter 1:21; 3:21; 1 Cor. 15:14-19;
Rom 8:11-17). 

a. 1 Peter 1:21 (NKJV) — 21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and
gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

b. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ,

c. 1 Corinthians 15:14–19 (NKJV) — 14 And if Christ is not risen, then our preaching is empty
and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false witnesses of God, because we have
testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did not raise up—if in fact the dead do not
rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your
faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then also those who have fallen asleep in Christ have
perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.

d. Romans 8:11–17 (NKJV) — 11 But if the Spirit of Him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells
in you, He who raised Christ from the dead will also give life to your mortal bodies through His
Spirit who dwells in you. 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh. 13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the Spirit
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you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live. 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of
God, these are sons of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but
you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself
bears witness with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs
of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified
together.

6. The faithful Christian’s assurance in Christ is as certain and sure as the fact that Christ is alive! -
(Acts 17:30,31; 1 Cor. 15:20-23)

a. Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands
all men everywhere to repent,
(a) Acts 17:31 (NKJV) — 31 because He has appointed a day on which He will judge the world

in righteousness by the Man whom He has ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by
raising Him from the dead.”

b. 1 Corinthians 15:20–23 (NKJV) — 20 But now Christ is risen from the dead, and has become
the firstfruits of those who have fallen asleep. 21 For since by man came death, by Man also
came the resurrection of the dead. 22 For as in Adam all die, even so in Christ all shall be made
alive. 23 But each one in his own order: Christ the firstfruits, afterward those who are Christ’s
at His coming.

7. The faithful Christian’s hope is sure, certain, and real, as opposed to the deceptive, empty, false hope
the world offers. (Rom 8:28-39; Matt. 6:19-21; 1 John 2:15-17)

a. Romans 8:28–39 (NKJV) — 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew,
He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He
called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31 What then shall
we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is
written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present
nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

b. Matthew 6:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth
and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also.

c. 1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And
the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

B. 1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV) - 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade away,
reserved in heaven for you,

1. Inheritance (kleronomian) - This same word is used in the Septuagint to refer to Israel’s promised
possession of the land (cf. Num. 26:54, 56; 34:2; Josh. 11:23)
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a. Numbers 26:54 (NKJV) — 54 To a large tribe you shall give a larger inheritance, and to a small
tribe you shall give a smaller inheritance. Each shall be given its inheritance according to those
who were numbered of them.

b. Numbers 26:56 (NKJV) — 56 According to the lot their inheritance shall be divided between
the larger and the smaller.”

c. Numbers 34:2 (NKJV) — 2 “Command the children of Israel, and say to them: ‘When you
come into the land of Canaan, this is the land that shall fall to you as an inheritance—the land
of Canaan to its boundaries.

d. Joshua 11:23 (NKJV) — 23 So Joshua took the whole land, according to all that the LORD had
said to Moses; and Joshua gave it as an inheritance to Israel according to their divisions by their
tribes. Then the land rested from war.

2. What God has promised to all who are faithful to Him in Christ Jesus - (Acts 20:32; 26:18; Eph.
1:11,14,18; Col. 1:12; 3:24; Heb. 9:15)

a. Acts 20:32 (NKJV) — 32 “So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His
grace, which is able to build you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are
sanctified.

b. Acts 26:18 (NKJV) — 18 to open their eyes, in order to turn them from darkness to light, and
from the power of Satan to God, that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance
among those who are sanctified by faith in Me.’

c. Ephesians 1:11 (NKJV) — 11 In Him also we have obtained an inheritance, being predestined
according to the purpose of Him who works all things according to the counsel of His will,

d. Ephesians 1:14 (NKJV) — 14 who is the guarantee of our inheritance until the redemption of
the purchased possession, to the praise of His glory.

e. Ephesians 1:18 (NKJV) — 18 the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may
know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the
saints,

f. Colossians 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be partakers
of the inheritance of the saints in the light.

g. Colossians 3:24 (NKJV) — 24 knowing that from the Lord you will receive the reward of the
inheritance; for you serve the Lord Christ.

h. Hebrews 9:15 (NKJV) — 15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by
means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who
are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

3. Is Incorruptible - (aphthartos)  - meaning "not liable to corruption or decay, imperishable" -      1 Cor
9:25; 15:52,53’

a. 1 Corinthians 9:25 (NKJV) — 25 And everyone who competes for the prize is temperate in all
things. Now they do it to obtain a perishable crown, but we for an imperishable crown.

(1) 1 Corinthians 15:52 (NKJV) — 52 in a moment, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet.
For the trumpet will sound, and the dead will be raised incorruptible, and we shall be changed.
(a) 1 Corinthians 15:53 (NKJV) — 53 For this corruptible must put on incorruption, and this

mortal must put on immortality.
b. Unlike the present heavens and earth in which we now live, and which one day will be destroyed

– 2 Pet 3:10-13
(1) 2 Peter 3:10–13 (NKJV) — 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which

the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both
the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking
for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved,
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being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

4. Is Undefiled - (amiantos)  - meaning "not stained, unsoiled"
a. Unlike the earthly Canaan, which could be and was defiled by its inhabitants - Our hope pertains

to that where the defiled are not allowed to enter - cf. - 1 Cor 6:9-11; Rev. 21:27
(1) 1 Corinthians 6:9–11 (NKJV) — 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the

kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor
homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor
extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God. 11 And such were some of you. But you were
washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus and by the
Spirit of our God.

(2) Revelation 21:27 (NKJV) — 27 But there shall by no means enter it anything that defiles, or
causes an abomination or a lie, but only those who are written in the Lamb’s Book of Life.

5. Does Not Fade Away - (amarantos) - "unfading, perennial"
a. Our heavenly reward:  will not rust, fade, or wither like things do here on earth - 1 Pet 5:4; Matt

6:19-24; 1 John 2:15-17
(1) 1 Peter 5:4 (NKJV) — 4 and when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown of

glory that does not fade away.
(2) Matthew 6:19–24 (NKJV) — 19 “Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth

and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal; 20 but lay up for yourselves treasures in
heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21 For
where your treasure is, there your heart will be also. 22 “The lamp of the body is the eye. If
therefore your eye is good, your whole body will be full of light. 23 But if your eye is bad, your
whole body will be full of darkness. If therefore the light that is in you is darkness, how great is
that darkness! 24 “No one can serve two masters; for either he will hate the one and love the
other, or else he will be loyal to the one and despise the other. You cannot serve God and
mammon.

(3) 1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone loves
the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust of the
flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the world. 17 And
the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of God abides forever.

b. “In substance incorruptible; in purity undefiled; in beauty unfading” [Alford].
6. Reserved In Heaven - (tereo - t????) - "to watch, to observe, to guard, protect, to reserve, set aside” 

a. Our inheritance is safely guarded in heaven itself! - Psalms 31:19; Col 1:5; 3:3; 2 Tim 4:8; Heb
4:3  

(1) Psalm 31:19 (NKJV) — 19 Oh, how great is Your goodness, Which You have laid up for those
who fear You, Which You have prepared for those who trust in You In the presence of the sons
of men!

(2) Colossians 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which
you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,

(3) Colossians 3:3 (NKJV) — 3 For you died, and your life is hidden with Christ in God.
(4) 2 Timothy 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which

the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who
have loved His appearing.

(5) Hebrews 4:3 (NKJV) — 3 For we who have believed do enter that rest, as He has said: “So I
swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,’ ” although the works were finished from the
foundation of the world.

b. No one, not even Satan, can steal it from you! - John 10:7-10, 27-30; Rom 8:28-39
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(1) John 10:7–10 (NKJV) — 7 Then Jesus said to them again, “Most assuredly, I say to you, I am
the door of the sheep. 8 All who ever came before Me are thieves and robbers, but the sheep did
not hear them. 9 I am the door. If anyone enters by Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out
and find pasture. 10 The thief does not come except to steal, and to kill, and to destroy. I have
come that they may have life, and that they may have it more abundantly.

(2) John 10:27–30 (NKJV) — 27 My sheep hear My voice, and I know them, and they follow Me.
28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither shall anyone snatch them out
of My hand. 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one is able to
snatch them out of My Father’s hand. 30 I and My Father are one.”

(3) Romans 8:28–39 (NKJV) — 28 And we know that all things work together for good to those
who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew,
He also predestined to be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn
among many brethren. 30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He
called, these He also justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31 What then shall
we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own
Son, but delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things?
33 Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand of
God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or sword? 36 As it is
written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as sheep for the slaughter.”
37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him who loved us. 38 For I am
persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities nor powers, nor things present
nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other created thing, shall be able to separate
us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our Lord.

C. 1 Peter 1:5 (NKJV) - 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to be
revealed in the last time.

1. Kept by the power of God - (phroureo - f??????) - a military term - “to guard, protect by a military
guard, either to prevent hostile invasion, or to keep the inhabitants of a besieged city from flight”

2. God’s power to protect the faithful & the inheritance He provides for them should never be
questioned - Jn 10:29

a. John 10:29 (NKJV) — 29 My Father, who has given them to Me, is greater than all; and no one
is able to snatch them out of My Father’s hand.

3. Kept by the power of God - (phroureo - f??????) -
a. God’s power helps those in temptation - 1 Cor 10:13   

(1) 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV) — 13 No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common
to man; but God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but
with the temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

b. He knows how to deliver the righteous - 2 Pet. 2:9 
(1) 2 Peter 2:9 (NKJV) — 9 then the Lord knows how to deliver the godly out of temptations and

to reserve the unjust under punishment for the day of judgment,
c. He supplies the armor necessary to withstand in the evil day – Eph. 6:10-13

(1) Ephesians 6:10–13 (NKJV) — 10 Finally, my brethren, be strong in the Lord and in the power
of His might. 11 Put on the whole armor of God, that you may be able to stand against the wiles
of the devil. 12 For we do not wrestle against flesh and blood, but against principalities, against
powers, against the rulers of the darkness of this age, against spiritual hosts of wickedness in the
heavenly places. 13 Therefore take up the whole armor of God, that you may be able to withstand
in the evil day, and having done all, to stand.
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4. But Being "Kept" Involves Two Things, the Power of God & Our Faith:
a. To Remain “kept” requires faithfulness on our part – Col. 1:23; 2 Pet. 1:5-10; Rev 2:10

(1) Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and steadfast, and
are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached to every
creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.

(2) 2 Peter 1:5–10 (NKJV) — 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to your faith
virtue, to virtue knowledge, 6 to knowledge self-control, to self-control perseverance, to
perseverance godliness, 7 to godliness brotherly kindness, and to brotherly kindness love. 8 For
if these things are yours and abound, you will be neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge
of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to blindness, and
has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins. 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;

(3) Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to suffer.
Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested, and you will
have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.

b. As long as we remain "faithful", then, we have the assurance of God's protective care to guide
us until we receive that inheritance reserved in heaven for us! - 2 Tim 4:6-8

(1) 2 Timothy 4:6–8 (NKJV) — 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the
time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have
kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved
His appearing.

5. The scriptures warn Christians we can come short of this inheritance, therefore we should: 
a. Beware, lest we depart from the living God (Heb 3:13)

(1) Hebrews 3:13 (NKJV) — 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called “Today,” lest any
of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin.

b. Hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end (Heb 3:14)
(1) Hebrews 3:14 (NKJV) — 14 For we have become partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning

of our confidence steadfast to the end,
c. Fear lest we come short of entering (Heb 4:1-2)

(1) Hebrews 4:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest, let us fear
lest any of you seem to have come short of it. 2 For indeed the gospel was preached to us as well
as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not being mixed with faith in
those who heard it.

d. Give diligence to enter God’s rest - (Heb 4:11)
(1) Hebrews 4:11 (NKJV) — 11 Let us therefore be diligent to enter that rest, lest anyone fall

according to the same example of disobedience.
D. 1 Peter 1:6-9 (NKJV) - 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you

have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious
than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the
revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet
believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the
salvation of your souls.

1. What Effect Does LIVING HOPE Have?
2. Joy & peace - Rom 5:2; 12:12; 2 Thess. 2:16; Heb 3:6; 6:17-19; James 1:2-6

a. Romans 5:2 (NKJV) — 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in which
we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.

b. Romans 12:12 (NKJV) — 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly in
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prayer;
c. 2 Thessalonians 2:16 (NKJV) — 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God and

Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace,
d. Hebrews 3:6 (NKJV) — 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if we

hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.
e. Hebrews 6:17–19 (NKJV) — 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the heirs

of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two immutable
things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled
for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul,
both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,

f. James 1:2–6 (NKJV) — 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into various trials, 3
knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its perfect work,
that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom, let him ask
of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But let him
ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed by
the wind.

3. Endurance - Rom 5:1-5; 2 Cor. 4:7-5:8
a. Romans 5:1–5 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God

through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in
which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we also glory
in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and perseverance, character;
and character, hope. 5 Now hope does not disappoint, because the love of God has been poured
out in our hearts by the Holy Spirit who was given to us.

b. 2 Corinthians 4:7–5:8 (NKJV) — 7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the
excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-pressed on every side, yet
not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down,
but not destroyed—10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus, that the life
of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are always delivered to death
for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal flesh. 12 So then death
is working in us, but life in you. 13 And since we have the same spirit of faith, according to what
is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and therefore speak, 14 knowing
that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with Jesus, and will present us with
you. 15 For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having spread through the many, may cause
thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 16 Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our
outward man is perishing, yet the inward man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light
affliction, which is but for a moment, is working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight
of glory, 18 while we do not look at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not
seen. For the things which are seen are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal.
1 For we know that if our earthly house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a
house not made with hands, eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to
be clothed with our habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall
not be found naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want
to be unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who
has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6 So
we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent from the
Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased rather to be
absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.

4. Serves as an anchor - Heb 6:18,19; 1 Cor. 15:58
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a. Hebrews 6:18 (NKJV) — 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set
before us.
(a) Hebrews 6:19 (NKJV) — 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and

steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,
b. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable,

always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
5. We purify ourselves -  1 Pet 1:13-21; 1 John 3:3

a. 1 Peter 1:13–21 (NKJV) — 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your
hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as
obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but
as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be
holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality judges according
to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing
that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or gold, from your aimless
conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the precious blood of Christ, as of
a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was foreordained before the foundation
of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21 who through Him believe in God,
who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that your faith and hope are in God.

b. 1 John 3:3 (NKJV) — 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure.

III. In CONCLUSION:
A. Mans way leads to a hopeless end – God’s way leads to an endless hope!
B. BUT for the Child of God - we have been born again to a LIVING HOPE.
1. OUT of the World of Darkness - wherein was no Hope
2. INTO the KINGDOM of GOD - wherein all are Spiritual Blessings - Ephesians 1:3 (NKJV) — 3

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us with every spiritual
blessing in the heavenly places in Christ,

C. If you are not IN CHRIST JESUS - then I ask you WHY do you want to remain in a HOPELESS
state.

1. You can change that today in OBEYING THE WORD OF GOD.
2. H+B+R+C+Baptism = SALVATION and a faithfulness till death.
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