
FOR ME TO LIVE IS CHRIST - PHIL. 1:20-21- according to my earnest expectation and
hope that in nothing I shall be ashamed, but with all boldness, as always, so now also Christ will be
magnified in my body, whether by life or by death. 21 For to me, to live is Christ, and to die is gain. 

INTRODUCTION:
A. In this lesson we will explore the true reasons for living.
B. Paul states for him to live is Christ. 

1. What all does living for Christ involve?
C. ARE WE LIVING FOR CHRIST?:

II. Discussion: LIVING WITH LOVE 
A. We must have love in our life in order to truly live for Christ.

1. MATT. 22:34-40 – Jesus taught that to love is the greatest commandment.  It is probably one
of the most difficult commands for us to obey because it involves us putting other ahead of
ourselves.
a. Matthew 22:34–40 (NKJV) — 34 But when the Pharisees heard that He had silenced the

Sadducees, they gathered together. 35 Then one of them, a lawyer, asked Him a question,
testing Him, and saying, 36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 37 Jesus
said to him, “ ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and
with all your mind.’ 38 This is the first and great commandment. 39 And the second is like
it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’ 40 On these two commandments hang all the
Law and the Prophets.”

B. Love is not just something we verbalize to one another it is something we do.  
1. JN. 14:15– "If you love Me, keep My commandments. 
2. John 14:21 He who has My commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me.
3. 1 JN. 5:3   For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments. And His

commandments are not burdensome.
C. God is love and how did He express that love to us.

1. 1 JN. 4:7-8 –  Beloved, let us love one another, for love is of God; and everyone who loves is
born of God and knows God. 8 He who does not love does not know God, for God is love. 9 In
this the love of God was manifested toward us, that God has sent His only begotten Son into the
world, that we might live through Him. 10 In this is love, not that we loved God, but that He
loved us and sent His Son to be the propitiation for our sins. 11 Beloved, if God so loved us, we
also ought to love one another.

2. JN. 3:16 – God so loved that He gave – love is giving.
a. We do not need to shut up our bowels of compassion from our fellow man.  Love must be

accompanied by deeds.
b. 1 JN. 3:17-18 – But whoever has this world's goods, and sees his brother in need, and shuts

up his heart from him, how does the love of God abide in him? 18 My little children, let us
not love in word or in tongue, but in deed and in truth.

D. God knew their works and charity does he know ours today?
1. REV. 2:18-19 –  "And to the angel of the church in Thyatira write, 'These things says the Son

of God, who has eyes like a flame of fire, and His feet like fine brass: 19 I know your works,
love, service, faith, and your patience; and as for your works, the last are more than the first.

III. LIVING BY TRUTH – We must be guided by truth in order to please Christ.
A. JN. 14:6 – Jesus said "I am the way, the truth and the life no man cometh to the Father but by me."

1. We are sanctified by the truth, which is the word of God.  In order for the world to believe that
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Jesus is the Christ we must follow the truth.
B. JN. 17:17-21 –  Sanctify them by Your truth. Your word is truth. 18 As You sent Me into the world,

I also have sent them into the world. 19 And for their sakes I sanctify Myself, that they also may be
sanctified by the truth. 20 "I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will believe in Me
through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me, and I in You; that they
also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me. 
1. How are we walking?  Is it according to truth?

C. 3 JN. 2-4 –  Beloved, I pray that you may prosper in all things and be in health, just as your soul
prospers. 3 For I rejoiced greatly when brethren came and testified of the truth that is in you, just as
you walk in the truth. 4 I have no greater joy than to hear that my children walk in truth.
1. Do we truly want to be free in this world? Then we must follow the truth as laid out for us so

clearly in the word of God.
D. JN. 8:31-32 –   Then Jesus said to those Jews who believed Him, "If you abide in My word, you are

My disciples indeed. 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

IV. LIVING WITH THANKSGIVING – Do we live each day being thankful for what God has done for
us.  Often we are like the nine lepers who did not return to thank the Lord for what he has done for
us.   LUKE 17:11-18 –(NKJV) — 11 Now it happened as He went to Jerusalem that He passed
through the midst of Samaria and Galilee. 12 Then as He entered a certain village, there met Him
ten men who were lepers, who stood afar off. 13 And they lifted up their voices and said, “Jesus,
Master, have mercy on us!” 14 So when He saw them, He said to them, “Go, show yourselves to the
priests.” And so it was that as they went, they were cleansed. 15 And one of them, when he saw that
he was healed, returned, and with a loud voice glorified God, 16 and fell down on his face at His
feet, giving Him thanks. And he was a Samaritan. 17 So Jesus answered and said, “Were there not
ten cleansed? But where are the nine? 18 Were there not any found who returned to give glory to
God except this foreigner?”

A. As Christians we should be a thankful people.- Mention Matthew Henry’s Prayer after being robbed.
1. 1 THESS. 5:18 –  16 Rejoice always, 17 pray without ceasing, 18 in everything give thanks; for

this is the will of God in Christ Jesus for you.
B. Rejoice and be thankful.

1. PHIL. 4:4-6 –  Rejoice in the Lord always. Again I will say, rejoice! 5 Let your gentleness be
known to all men. The Lord is at hand. 6 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and
supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God;

C. Serve, worship and praise Him with thanksgiving because the Lord is good.
1. PSALM 100:1-5  A Psalm of Thanksgiving. Make a joyful shout to the Lord, all you lands! 2

Serve the Lord with gladness; Come before His presence with singing. 3 Know that the Lord, He
is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His
pasture. 4 Enter into His gates with thanksgiving, And into His courts with praise. Be thankful
to Him, and bless His name. 5 For the Lord is good; His mercy is everlasting, And His truth
endures to all generations.

V. LIVING WITH FORGIVENESS OF OUR SINS – Christ does not want us to live in sin and that is why
he made the forgiveness of our sins possible.
A. Salvation is available only in Christ.

1. 2 TIM. 2:10 –   Therefore I endure all things for the sake of the elect, that they also may obtain
the salvation which is in Christ Jesus with eternal glory.

B. Jesus came to seek and save the lost.
1. LUKE 19:10 –  for the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."
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C. Christ died for us.
1. ROM. 5:6-8 –  For when we were still without strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly.

7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die; yet perhaps for a good man someone would even
dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were still sinners,
Christ died for us.

D. He died for you and he died for me because we are all sinners.
1. ROM. 3:23 – for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
2. We need to hear what Jesus says we have to do to be saved:

VI. LISTENING TO CHRIST
A. We need to hear what Jesus says we have to do to be saved: If we choose to not believe in Jesus we

will not obtain the forgiveness of our sins. 
1. JN. 8:24 –   Therefore I said to you that you will die in your sins; for if you do not believe that

I am He, you will die in your sins."
B. If we choose to not turn from our sin and turn to Jesus we will die in our sins.

1. LUKE 13:3 –  I tell you, no; but unless you repent you will all likewise perish.
C. If we choose to not confess his name and pledge our allegiance to him before men our sins cannot

be removed.
1. MATT. 10:32-33 –   "Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess

before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny
before My Father who is in heaven.

D. If we choose to not believe and be baptized we will be condemned because we are still in our sins.
1. MARK 16:15-16 –   And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every

creature. 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be
condemned. 

VII. IN CONCLUSION – 
A. Are we truly living for Jesus? 
B. I cannot live for Christ and not have obtained the forgiveness of my sins. 
C. Maybe at one time you were living for Jesus but now you have become unfaithful in your service to

the Lord – then repent today. 
1. 2 COR. 6:2 – "Behold now is the accepted time behold now is the day of salvation."
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