
FOR THE JUST SHALL LIVE BY FAITH - A Survey of The Book of Habakkuk 

INTRODUCTION:
A. The Title of this lesson today is an introductory lesson on the faith that we should and must have -

a faith that I will be developing over the this entire year - “Lord Willing”
B. The fact that the JUST LIVE BY FAITH - can not be denied:

1.  Romans 1:17 (NKJV) - 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as
it is written, "The just shall live by faith."

2. Galatians 3:11 (NKJV) - 11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is evident,
for "the just shall live by faith."

3. Hebrews 10:38 (NKJV) - 38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My soul
has no pleasure in him.“ 

4. This always has been and always will be the case! - cf Habakkuk 2:4  (NKJV) — 4 “Behold the
proud, His soul is not upright in him; But the just shall live by his faith.

C. A Brief History about Habakkuk:
1. Author - Habakkuk: [Love's Embrace]
2. Nothing is known of Habakkuk's birthplace or heritage. 
3. Unlike the other prophets, Habakkuk presented his message in the form of questions addressed

to God - Habakkuk 1:2–3 (NKJV) — 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry, And You will not hear?
Even cry out to You, “Violence!” And You will not save. 3 Why do You show me iniquity, And
cause me to see trouble? For plundering and violence are before me; There is strife, and
contention arises.

4. Written sometime between - 612-606 B.C. (3:16)
a. Explain the Chronology of the Kings and the situation Habakkuk finds himself in.
b. In the Southern Kingdom - Jehoiakim: (609-598 BC) was made king by Pharoahnechoh (who

also changed his name from Eliakim) when he was 25 years old. He reigned for 11 years in
Jerusalem, doing evil in the sight of the Lord. - - - Later, Nebuchadnezzar came up, and
Jehoiakim became his servant for 3 years. Then Jehoiakim turned and rebelled against
Nebuchadnezzar.  - (2 Kings 23:34-37; 2 Kings 24:1-6).

c. So Habakkuk is looking at this situation - the corruption, the evil and the pending doom.
D. Habakkuk 1:1 (NKJV) - 1 The burden which the prophet Habakkuk saw. Is how this book of the

O.T. starts:
1. The book can be divided into four basic sections of thought - the outline we will follow here

today:
a. Faith Grappling With A Problem & The Lord’s Reply – 1:1-11
b. Faith Grappling With The Solution & The Lord’s Reply – 1:12-2:20
c. The Prophets Prayer: Fear & Humility With Hope before God - 3:1-16
d. The Prophets “Song“: Faith Glorying In Assurance - 3:17-19

2. It is my aim today - to give us a map - a guideline to navigate ourselves thru what certainly are
troubled times in our nation and around the world as a whole.

3. We may feel as if this is all new - but as we will see it is in reality HISTORY’S WHEEL
repeating itself.
a. We can be a people who “LIVE BY FAITH” thru these times

II. Faith Grappling With A Problem & The Lord’s Reply –Habakkuk 1:1–11 (NKJV) — 1 The burden
which the prophet Habakkuk saw. 2 O LORD, how long shall I cry, And You will not hear? Even cry
out to You, “Violence!” And You will not save. 3 Why do You show me iniquity, And cause me to see
trouble? For plundering and violence are before me; There is strife, and contention arises. 4 Therefore
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the law is powerless, And justice never goes forth. For the wicked surround the righteous; Therefore
perverse judgment proceeds. 5 “Look among the nations and watch— Be utterly astounded! For I will
work a work in your days Which you would not believe, though it were told you. 6 For indeed I am
raising up the Chaldeans, A bitter and hasty nation Which marches through the breadth of the earth, To
possess dwelling places that are not theirs. 7 They are terrible and dreadful; Their judgment and their
dignity proceed from themselves. 8 Their horses also are swifter than leopards, And more fierce than
evening wolves. Their chargers charge ahead; Their cavalry comes from afar; They fly as the eagle that
hastens to eat. 9 “They all come for violence; Their faces are set like the east wind. They gather captives
like sand. 10 They scoff at kings, And princes are scorned by them. They deride every stronghold, For
they heap up earthen mounds and seize it. 11 Then his mind changes, and he transgresses; He commits
offense, Ascribing this power to his god.”
A. The prophet’s perplexity – How can God remain indifferent to the wickedness of His people? – 1:2
B. The prophet’s lamentation -wickedness & violence rules in the land – 1:3,4
C. God’s reply – “I am raising up the Chaldeans” to judge this people – 1:5,6

1. God’s description of their character – Bitter, hasty, terrible, dreadful, violent, mockers, idolatrous
– 1:6-11

D. God is NOT indifferent towards sin today – God still judges nations and people!! – Prov 14:34; Acts
13:40,41; 17:26-31
1. Proverbs 14:34 (NKJV) — 34 Righteousness exalts a nation, But sin is a reproach to any people.
2. Acts 13:40 (NKJV) — 40 Beware therefore, lest what has been spoken in the prophets come

upon you:
3. Acts 13:41 (NKJV) — 41 ‘Behold, you despisers, Marvel and perish! For I work a work in your

days, A work which you will by no means believe, Though one were to declare it to you.’ ”
4. Acts 17:26–31 (NKJV) — 26 And He has made from one blood every nation of men to dwell

on all the face of the earth, and has determined their preappointed times and the boundaries of
their dwellings, 27 so that they should seek the Lord, in the hope that they might grope for Him
and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28 for in Him we live and move and
have our being, as also some of your own poets have said, ‘For we are also His offspring.’ 29
Therefore, since we are the offspring of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like
gold or silver or stone, something shaped by art and man’s devising. 30 Truly, these times of
ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent, 31 because He has
appointed a day on which He will judge the world in righteousness by the Man whom He has
ordained. He has given assurance of this to all by raising Him from the dead.”

E. We will reap what we sow – God’s judgment is coming - Gal 6:7-9; Rom 2:6-10 
1. Galatians 6:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows,

that he will also reap. 8 For he who sows to his flesh will of the flesh reap corruption, but he who
sows to the Spirit will of the Spirit reap everlasting life. 9 And let us not grow weary while doing
good, for in due season we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

2. Romans 2:6–10 (NKJV) — 6 who “will render to each one according to his deeds”: 7 eternal life
to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory, honor, and immortality; 8 but
to those who are self-seeking and do not obey the truth, but obey unrighteousness—indignation
and wrath, 9 tribulation and anguish, on every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and
also of the Greek; 10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good, to the
Jew first and also to the Greek.

III. Faith Grappling With The Solution & The Lord’s Reply – Habakkuk 1:12–2:20 (NKJV) — 12 Are
You not from everlasting, O LORD my God, my Holy One? We shall not die. O LORD, You have
appointed them for judgment; O Rock, You have marked them for correction. 13 You are of purer eyes
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than to behold evil, And cannot look on wickedness. Why do You look on those who deal treacherously,
And hold Your tongue when the wicked devours A person more righteous than he? 14 Why do You
make men like fish of the sea, Like creeping things that have no ruler over them? 15 They take up all
of them with a hook, They catch them in their net, And gather them in their dragnet. Therefore they
rejoice and are glad. 16 Therefore they sacrifice to their net, And burn incense to their dragnet; Because
by them their share is sumptuous And their food plentiful. 17 Shall they therefore empty their net, And
continue to slay nations without pity? 1 I will stand my watch And set myself on the rampart, And watch
to see what He will say to me, And what I will answer when I am corrected. 2 Then the LORD answered
me and said: “Write the vision And make it plain on tablets, That he may run who reads it. 3 For the
vision is yet for an appointed time; But at the end it will speak, and it will not lie. Though it tarries, wait
for it; Because it will surely come, It will not tarry. 4 “Behold the proud, His soul is not upright in him;
But the just shall live by his faith. 5 “Indeed, because he transgresses by wine, He is a proud man, And
he does not stay at home. Because he enlarges his desire as hell, And he is like death, and cannot be
satisfied, He gathers to himself all nations And heaps up for himself all peoples. 6 “Will not all these
take up a proverb against him, And a taunting riddle against him, and say, ‘Woe to him who increases
What is not his—how long? And to him who loads himself with many pledges’? 7 Will not your
creditors rise up suddenly? Will they not awaken who oppress you? And you will become their booty.
8 Because you have plundered many nations, All the remnant of the people shall plunder you, Because
of men’s blood And the violence of the land and the city, And of all who dwell in it. 9 “Woe to him who
covets evil gain for his house, That he may set his nest on high, That he may be delivered from the power
of disaster! 10 You give shameful counsel to your house, Cutting off many peoples, And sin against your
soul. 11 For the stone will cry out from the wall, And the beam from the timbers will answer it. 12 “Woe
to him who builds a town with bloodshed, Who establishes a city by iniquity! 13 Behold, is it not of the
LORD of hosts That the peoples labor to feed the fire, And nations weary themselves in vain? 14 For
the earth will be filled With the knowledge of the glory of the LORD, As the waters cover the sea. 15
“Woe to him who gives drink to his neighbor, Pressing him to your bottle, Even to make him drunk,
That you may look on his nakedness! 16 You are filled with shame instead of glory. You also—drink!
And be exposed as uncircumcised! The cup of the LORD’s right hand will be turned against you, And
utter shame will be on your glory. 17 For the violence done to Lebanon will cover you, And the plunder
of beasts which made them afraid, Because of men’s blood And the violence of the land and the city,
And of all who dwell in it. 18 “What profit is the image, that its maker should carve it, The molded
image, a teacher of lies, That the maker of its mold should trust in it, To make mute idols? 19 Woe to
him who says to wood, ‘Awake!’ To silent stone, ‘Arise! It shall teach!’ Behold, it is overlaid with gold
and silver, Yet in it there is no breath at all. 20 “But the LORD is in His holy temple. Let all the earth
keep silence before Him.”
A. The prophet’s perplexity – How can a holy God employ an impure and godless agent? – (1:12,13)
B. The prophet’s rationalization – The Chaldeans were more wicked than Israel – (1:14-2:1)
C. God’s reply – (2:2-20)

1. Write it down and make it plain – (2)
2. The time will come – (3)
3. A proud soul is not upright – but the just shall live by faith – (4)
4. Five woes proclaimed against wicked – (5-20)

a. Woe to the proud possessed with the lust of conquest and plunder - Hab 2:5-8
b. Woe to their efforts to build a permanent empire through cruelty and godless gain - Hab

2:9-11
c. Woe to those who build cities with bloodshed - Hab 2:12-14
d. Woe to those with cruelty in their treatment of those they conquered - Hab 2:15-17
e. Woe to those given over to idolatry - Hab 2:18-20
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D. God Has Revealed His Word Plainly –(Eph 3:3-5; 2 Tim 3:16,17; 2 Pet 3:15-18)
1. Ephesians 3:3–5 (NKJV) — 3 how that by revelation He made known to me the mystery (as I

have briefly written already, 4 by which, when you read, you may understand my knowledge in
the mystery of Christ), 5 which in other ages was not made known to the sons of men, as it has
now been revealed by the Spirit to His holy apostles and prophets:

2. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,

3. 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

4. 2 Peter 3:15–18 (NKJV) — 15 and consider that the longsuffering of our Lord is salvation—as
also our beloved brother Paul, according to the wisdom given to him, has written to you, 16 as
also in all his epistles, speaking in them of these things, in which are some things hard to
understand, which untaught and unstable people twist to their own destruction, as they do also
the rest of the Scriptures. 17 You therefore, beloved, since you know this beforehand, beware
lest you also fall from your own steadfastness, being led away with the error of the wicked; 18
but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. To Him be the glory
both now and forever. Amen.

E. The Time of God’s Ultimate Judgment Is Coming – (2 Pet 3:10-13; 2 Thes 1:7-10; 2 Cor 5:10)
1. 2 Peter 3:10–13 (NKJV) — 10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which

the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both
the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up. 11 Therefore, since all these things will
be dissolved, what manner of persons ought you to be in holy conduct and godliness, 12 looking
for and hastening the coming of the day of God, because of which the heavens will be dissolved,
being on fire, and the elements will melt with fervent heat? 13 Nevertheless we, according to His
promise, look for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells.

2. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–10 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the
Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power, 10 when He comes, in that Day, to be glorified in His saints and
to be admired among all those who believe, because our testimony among you was believed.

3. 2 Corinthians 5:10 (NKJV) — 10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, that
each one may receive the things done in the body, according to what he has done, whether good
or bad.

F. God resists the Proud – but the just will live by faith – (James 4:6-10; Rom 5:1; Heb 11)
1. James 4:6–10 (NKJV) — 6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: “God resists the proud,

But gives grace to the humble.” 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from
you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and
purify your hearts, you double-minded. 9 Lament and mourn and weep! Let your laughter be
turned to mourning and your joy to gloom. 10 Humble yourselves in the sight of the Lord, and
He will lift you up.

2. Romans 5:1 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with God
through our Lord Jesus Christ,

3. Hebrews 11 (NKJV) — 1 Now faith is the substance of things hoped for, the evidence of things
not seen. 2 For by it the elders obtained a good testimony. 3 By faith we understand that the
worlds were framed by the word of God, so that the things which are seen were not made of
things which are visible. 4 By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain,
through which he obtained witness that he was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through
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it he being dead still speaks. 5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and
was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that
he pleased God. 6 But without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God
must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. 7 By faith
Noah, being divinely warned of things not yet seen, moved with godly fear, prepared an ark for
the saving of his household, by which he condemned the world and became heir of the
righteousness which is according to faith. 8 By faith Abraham obeyed when he was called to go
out to the place which he would receive as an inheritance. And he went out, not knowing where
he was going. 9 By faith he dwelt in the land of promise as in a foreign country, dwelling in tents
with Isaac and Jacob, the heirs with him of the same promise; 10 for he waited for the city which
has foundations, whose builder and maker is God. 11 By faith Sarah herself also received
strength to conceive seed, and she bore a child when she was past the age, because she judged
Him faithful who had promised. 12 Therefore from one man, and him as good as dead, were born
as many as the stars of the sky in multitude—innumerable as the sand which is by the seashore.
13 These all died in faith, not having received the promises, but having seen them afar off were
assured of them, embraced them and confessed that they were strangers and pilgrims on the
earth. 14 For those who say such things declare plainly that they seek a homeland. 15 And truly
if they had called to mind that country from which they had come out, they would have had
opportunity to return. 16 But now they desire a better, that is, a heavenly country. Therefore God
is not ashamed to be called their God, for He has prepared a city for them. 17 By faith Abraham,
when he was tested, offered up Isaac, and he who had received the promises offered up his only
begotten son, 18 of whom it was said, “In Isaac your seed shall be called,” 19 concluding that
God was able to raise him up, even from the dead, from which he also received him in a
figurative sense. 20 By faith Isaac blessed Jacob and Esau concerning things to come. 21 By faith
Jacob, when he was dying, blessed each of the sons of Joseph, and worshiped, leaning on the top
of his staff. 22 By faith Joseph, when he was dying, made mention of the departure of the
children of Israel, and gave instructions concerning his bones. 23 By faith Moses, when he was
born, was hidden three months by his parents, because they saw he was a beautiful child; and
they were not afraid of the king’s command. 24 By faith Moses, when he became of age, refused
to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25 choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people
of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26 esteeming the reproach of Christ greater
riches than the treasures in Egypt; for he looked to the reward. 27 By faith he forsook Egypt, not
fearing the wrath of the king; for he endured as seeing Him who is invisible. 28 By faith he kept
the Passover and the sprinkling of blood, lest he who destroyed the firstborn should touch them.
29 By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land, whereas the Egyptians, attempting
to do so, were drowned. 30 By faith the walls of Jericho fell down after they were encircled for
seven days. 31 By faith the harlot Rahab did not perish with those who did not believe, when she
had received the spies with peace. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to
tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets:
33 who through faith subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the
mouths of lions, 34 quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of
weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.
35 Women received their dead raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting
deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and
scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two,
were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins,
being destitute, afflicted, tormented—38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in
deserts and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, having obtained a good
testimony through faith, did not receive the promise, 40 God having provided something better
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for us, that they should not be made perfect apart from us.
G. Woe unto those who do not obey the Gospel – (2 Thes 1:7-9)

1. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the Lord
Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on
those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.
9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from
the glory of His power,

IV. The Prophets Prayer: Fear & Humility With Hope before God - Habakkuk 3:1–16 (NKJV) —
1 A prayer of Habakkuk the prophet, on Shigionoth. 2 O LORD, I have heard Your speech and was
afraid; O LORD, revive Your work in the midst of the years! In the midst of the years make it
known; In wrath remember mercy. 3 God came from Teman, The Holy One from Mount Paran.
Selah His glory covered the heavens, And the earth was full of His praise. 4 His brightness was like
the light; He had rays flashing from His hand, And there His power was hidden. 5 Before Him went
pestilence, And fever followed at His feet. 6 He stood and measured the earth; He looked and startled
the nations. And the everlasting mountains were scattered, The perpetual hills bowed. His ways are
everlasting. 7 I saw the tents of Cushan in affliction; The curtains of the land of Midian trembled.
8 O LORD, were You displeased with the rivers, Was Your anger against the rivers, Was Your wrath
against the sea, That You rode on Your horses, Your chariots of salvation? 9 Your bow was made
quite ready; Oaths were sworn over Your arrows. Selah You divided the earth with rivers. 10 The
mountains saw You and trembled; The overflowing of the water passed by. The deep uttered its
voice, And lifted its hands on high. 11 The sun and moon stood still in their habitation; At the light
of Your arrows they went, At the shining of Your glittering spear. 12 You marched through the land
in indignation; You trampled the nations in anger. 13 You went forth for the salvation of Your
people, For salvation with Your Anointed. You struck the head from the house of the wicked, By
laying bare from foundation to neck. Selah 14 You thrust through with his own arrows The head of
his villages. They came out like a whirlwind to scatter me; Their rejoicing was like feasting on the
poor in secret. 15 You walked through the sea with Your horses, Through the heap of great waters.
16 When I heard, my body trembled; My lips quivered at the voice; Rottenness entered my bones;
And I trembled in myself, That I might rest in the day of trouble. When he comes up to the people,
He will invade them with his troops.

A. NOTICE THE MESSAGE DOES NOT CREATE DOOM - BUT HOPE AND PRAISE:
B. Praise for the Person of God (3:1-3)–(Asking that in His wrath He remember mercy - Praised God

as Holy; Glorious; Praiseworthy)
1. Praise for the Power of God (3:4-7) – (God’s exposing light; His judgment upon the nations;

power over the earth)
2. Praise for the Purpose of God (3:8-16) – (Bringing both judgment to the wicked and salvation

to His people )
3. Humility & Hope Before God (3:16) – (He trembled at what he has heard, that he will have rest

in the day of trouble )
C. WHEN OUR FAITH - recognizes that GOD IS ALWAYS in CONTROL in ALL THINGS - we like

Habakkuk will turn to PRAISE and our HOPE and FAITH WILL BE MADE STRONG

V. The Prophets “Song“: Faith Glorying In Assurance - Habakkuk 3:17–19
A. Habakkuk 3:17-19 (NKJV) - 17 Though the fig tree may not blossom, Nor fruit be on the vines;

Though the labor of the olive may fail, And the fields yield no food; Though the flock may be cut
off from the fold, And there be no herd in the stalls–
1. 18 Yet I will rejoice in the Lord, I will joy in the God of my salvation. 19 The Lord God is my
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strength; He will make my feet like deer's feet, And He will make me walk on my high hills. To
the Chief Musician. With my stringed instruments. 

B. THE light is always brighter than the darkness and the RAINBOW is always greater than the storm.
1. Keep the faith - strengthen your faith and your HOPE will grow too.

VI. In Conclusion:
A. We have taken a journey into the past - by taking a brief survey of the Book of Habakkuk - we have

noted these four things - that will help us navigate thru difficult times:
1. Habakkuk 1:1 (NKJV) - 1 The burden which the prophet Habakkuk saw. Is how this book of

the O.T. starts:
a. Faith Grappling With A Problem & The Lord's Reply – 1:1-11
b. Faith Grappling With The Solution & The Lord's Reply – 1:12-2:20
c. The Prophets Prayer: Fear & Humility With Hope before God - 3:1-16
d. The Prophets "Song": Faith Glorying In Assurance - 3:17-19

2. We like Habakkuk are not left without God’s Reply
B. God will judge the wicked – 

1. The faithful often suffer because of wickedness of others – 
2. Evil is self destructive
3. The fact of Divine discipline –
4. AND - “The just shall live by his faith”

C. BRETHREN - our faith is being tested - tried by fire - will it ENDURE?
1. The fact that the JUST LIVE BY FAITH - can not be denied:

a. Romans 1:17 (NKJV) - 17 For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith;
as it is written, "The just shall live by faith."

b. Galatians 3:11 (NKJV) - 11 But that no one is justified by the law in the sight of God is
evident, for "the just shall live by faith."

c. Hebrews 10:38 (NKJV) - 38 Now the just shall live by faith; But if anyone draws back, My
soul has no pleasure in him."

2. This always has been and always will be the case! - cf Habakkuk 2:4 
D. IS OUR GOD not a wonderful GOD - who truly has never left the JUST - but has in all ways made

know His ways to them.
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