
Attitudes Towards Trials - The Reward OF Trials = JOY
 - James 1:1-12

Intro:
A. I ask you this morning to ask yourselves - WHY DO we have to go though so many trials and

tribulations?
1. Why does the death of a loved one hurt so much?
2. Why does evil abound and Righteousness decline?

a. The nations of the world are not turning to God, but rather from God to a purely humanistic
world.

3. Why do I feel like Im in the minority and not the majority?
a. I feel all alone - I just can’t talk to anyone that truly understands what I’m going thru!

4. I ask you this question in light - of what took place here yesterday - for the Christian who has
died in the Lord - there is no sorrow!
a. 1 Thessalonians 4:13–18 (NKJV) — 13 But I do not want you to be ignorant, brethren,

concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who have no hope. 14 For
if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who
sleep in Jesus. 15 For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive and
remain until the coming of the Lord will by no means precede those who are asleep. 16 For
the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of an archangel, and
with the trumpet of God. And the dead in Christ will rise first. 17 Then we who are alive and
remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air. And
thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18 Therefore comfort one another with these words.

b. Where there tears of sorrow yesterday?  ---- YES! It is the raw emotion of the physical loss
we all feel - with the empty seat of our beloved Sister Faye.
(1) BUT, the agony of physical death - brings tears of JOY to our eyes - knowing that our

departed Sister does not have to taste of the SECOND DEATH.
(2) To the world - the sorrow of a loved one - has no JOY
(3) BUT to the Christian - the realization and anticipation of a REJOINING in a better place

fills our hearts with JOY!
c. It is with this in mind that our dear Brother in Christ - James writes these words to us here

today.
(1) Turn your attention away from the TRIAL and TRIBULATIONS itself and FOCUS

INSTEAD on the PRODUCT and REWARD that this brings.
(2) A right attitude and prospective alters everything about days of sorrow and pain!

B. James 1:1-12 (NKJV) ---- 1 James, a bondservant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, To the
twelve tribes which are scattered abroad: Greetings. 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you fall into
various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience have its
perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks wisdom,
let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to him. 6 But
let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven and tossed
by the wind. 7 For let not that man suppose that he will receive anything from the Lord; 8 he is a
double-minded man, unstable in all his ways. 9 Let the lowly brother glory in his exaltation, 10 but
the rich in his humiliation, because as a flower of the field he will pass away. 11 For no sooner has
the sun risen with a burning heat than it withers the grass; its flower falls, and its beautiful
appearance perishes. So the rich man also will fade away in his pursuits. 12 Blessed is the man who
endures temptation; for when he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord
has promised to those who love Him.
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C. Written to Christians  who had been scattered abroad because of persecution – (1,2, cf. Acts 8:4 NKJV)
4 Therefore those who were scattered went everywhere preaching the word.- this is not the NORM -
for many this persecution would have sent us to the dark room of doubt and isolation. - but not so
with the first century Christians- WHY?
1. So James wrote to them as well as to us today and Christians all over the world and as long as

time shall continue ---- Encouraging proper perspective – (vrs 2)
2. We will ALL fall into trials – (vrs 2)
3. Trials vary in form and degree – (vrs 2)

D. It is not God’s will that trials be absent from our lives, but that trials be used in a positive way to
make us stronger,  and more useful in the kingdom - 

E. Obeying The Five Imperatives of  James 1:2-6 (NKJV) ---- 2 My brethren, count it all joy when you
fall into various trials, 3 knowing that the testing of your faith produces patience. 4 But let patience
have its perfect work, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking nothing. 5 If any of you lacks
wisdom, let him ask of God, who gives to all liberally and without reproach, and it will be given to
him. 6 But let him ask in faith, with no doubting, for he who doubts is like a wave of the sea driven
and tossed by the wind.
1. Count – 1:2
2. Know – 1:3
3. Let – 1:4
4. Ask for wisdom – 1:5
5. Ask in faith – 1:6

II. The Product of Trials
A. Enjoyment – 1:2 

1. Teaching of Jesus – Mat. 5:10-12
a. Matthew 5:10-12 (NKJV) ---- 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’

sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

2. Early disciples – Acts 5:41
a. Acts 5:41 (NKJV) ---- 41 So they departed from the presence of the council, rejoicing that

they were counted worthy to suffer shame for His name.
3. Attitude of Paul – 2 Cor. 12:9,10; Phili 2:17; Col. 1:24

a. 2 Corinthians 12:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for
My strength is made perfect in weakness.” Therefore most gladly I will rather boast in my
infirmities, that the power of Christ may rest upon me.
(1) 2 Corinthians 12:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Therefore I take pleasure in infirmities, in

reproaches, in needs, in persecutions, in distresses, for Christ’s sake. For when I am
weak, then I am strong.

b. Philippians 2:17 (NKJV) ---- 17 Yes, and if I am being poured out as a drink offering on the
sacrifice and service of your faith, I am glad and rejoice with you all.

c. Colossians 1:24 (NKJV) ---- 24 I now rejoice in my sufferings for you, and fill up in my
flesh what is lacking in the afflictions of Christ, for the sake of His body, which is the
church,

4. Hebrew Christians – Heb. 10:34
a. Hebrews 10:34 (NKJV) ---- 34 for you had compassion on me in my chains, and joyfully
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accepted the plundering of your goods, knowing that you have a better and an enduring
possession for yourselves in heaven.

5. Teaching of Peter – 1 Pet. 4:13-16
a. 1 Peter 4:13-16 (NKJV) ---- 13 but rejoice to the extent that you partake of Christ’s

sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding joy. 14 If
you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of God
rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 15 But let
none of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s
matters. 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify
God in this matter.

B. Endurance – 1:2,3
1. Growth requires discipline – Heb 12:3-11

a. Hebrews 12:3-11 (NKJV) ---- 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners
against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls. 4 You have not yet
resisted to bloodshed, striving against sin. 5 And you have forgotten the exhortation which
speaks to you as to sons: “My son, do not despise the chastening of the Lord, Nor be
discouraged when you are rebuked by Him; 6 For whom the Lord loves He chastens, And
scourges every son whom He receives.” 7 If you endure chastening, God deals with you as
with sons; for what son is there whom a father does not chasten? 8 But if you are without
chastening, of which all have become partakers, then you are illegitimate and not sons. 9
Furthermore, we have had human fathers who corrected us, and we paid them respect. Shall
we not much more readily be in subjection to the Father of spirits and live? 10 For they
indeed for a few days chastened us as seemed best to them, but He for our profit, that we may
be partakers of His holiness. 11 Now no chastening seems to be joyful for the present, but
painful; nevertheless, afterward it yields the peaceable fruit of righteousness to those who
have been trained by it.

2. We patiently wait for what we do not see – Rom 8:25; Heb 10:36
a. Romans 8:25 (NKJV) ---- 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it

with perseverance.
b. Hebrews 10:36 (NKJV) ---- 36 For you have need of endurance, so that after you have done

the will of God, you may receive the promise:
3. Accomplished by those who have gone before us – Heb. 12:1,2

a. Hebrews 12:1 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud
of witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let
us run with endurance the race that is set before us,

b. Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV) ---- 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who
for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God.

C. Enlargement – 1:4
1. Patience produces character & hope – Rom 5:1-4

a. Romans 5:1-4 (NKJV) ---- 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with
God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we
also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and
perseverance, character; and character, hope.

2. Growth is a process – James 5:7-11; Gal. 6:9
a. James 5:7-11 (NKJV) ---- 7 Therefore be patient, brethren, until the coming of the Lord. See
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how the farmer waits for the precious fruit of the earth, waiting patiently for it until it
receives the early and latter rain. 8 You also be patient. Establish your hearts, for the coming
of the Lord is at hand. 9 Do not grumble against one another, brethren, lest you be
condemned. Behold, the Judge is standing at the door! 10 My brethren, take the prophets,
who spoke in the name of the Lord, as an example of suffering and patience. 11 Indeed we
count them blessed who endure. You have heard of the perseverance of Job and seen the end
intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very compassionate and merciful.

b. Galatians 6:9 (NKJV) ---- 9 And let us not grow weary while doing good, for in due season
we shall reap if we do not lose heart.

3. Requires humility, soberness, diligence, resistance & faith – 1 Pet 5:6-10
a. 1 Peter 5:6-10 (NKJV) ---- 6 Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God,

that He may exalt you in due time, 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion,
seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world. 10 But may the God of all
grace, who called us to His eternal glory by Christ Jesus, after you have suffered a while,
perfect, establish, strengthen, and settle you.

D. Enrichment – 1:5,12
1. God gives wisdom in the times of trial – (5; Rom. 8:14-39)

a. Romans 8:14-39 (NKJV) ---- 14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons
of God. 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but you received the
Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.” 16 The Spirit Himself bears witness
with our spirit that we are children of God, 17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and
joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him, that we may also be glorified together.
18 For I consider that the sufferings of this present time are not worthy to be compared with
the glory which shall be revealed in us. 19 For the earnest expectation of the creation eagerly
waits for the revealing of the sons of God. 20 For the creation was subjected to futility, not
willingly, but because of Him who subjected it in hope; 21 because the creation itself also
will be delivered from the bondage of corruption into the glorious liberty of the children of
God. 22 For we know that the whole creation groans and labors with birth pangs together
until now. 23 Not only that, but we also who have the firstfruits of the Spirit, even we
ourselves groan within ourselves, eagerly waiting for the adoption, the redemption of our
body. 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not hope; for why does one
still hope for what he sees? 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait for it
with perseverance. 26 Likewise the Spirit also helps in our weaknesses. For we do not know
what we should pray for as we ought, but the Spirit Himself makes intercession for us with
groanings which cannot be uttered. 27 Now He who searches the hearts knows what the mind
of the Spirit is, because He makes intercession for the saints according to the will of God.
28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who
are the called according to His purpose. 29 For whom He foreknew, He also predestined to
be conformed to the image of His Son, that He might be the firstborn among many brethren.
30 Moreover whom He predestined, these He also called; whom He called, these He also
justified; and whom He justified, these He also glorified. 31 What then shall we say to these
things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32 He who did not spare His own Son, but
delivered Him up for us all, how shall He not with Him also freely give us all things? 33
Who shall bring a charge against God’s elect? It is God who justifies. 34 Who is he who
condemns? It is Christ who died, and furthermore is also risen, who is even at the right hand
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of God, who also makes intercession for us. 35 Who shall separate us from the love of
Christ? Shall tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or peril, or
sword? 36 As it is written: “For Your sake we are killed all day long; We are accounted as
sheep for the slaughter.” 37 Yet in all these things we are more than conquerors through Him
who loved us. 38 For I am persuaded that neither death nor life, nor angels nor principalities
nor powers, nor things present nor things to come, 39 nor height nor depth, nor any other
created thing, shall be able to separate us from the love of God which is in Christ Jesus our
Lord.

2. God blesses those who endure trials – (12; 5:11; Mat 5:10-12)
a. James 5:11 (NKJV) ---- 11 Indeed we count them blessed who endure. You have heard of

the perseverance of Job and seen the end intended by the Lord—that the Lord is very
compassionate and merciful.

b. Matthew 5:10-12 (NKJV) ---- 10 Blessed are those who are persecuted for righteousness’
sake, For theirs is the kingdom of heaven. 11 “Blessed are you when they revile and
persecute you, and say all kinds of evil against you falsely for My sake. 12 Rejoice and be
exceedingly glad, for great is your reward in heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who
were before you.

3. The crown of life – (12; 2 Tim 4:6-8; 1 Pet. 1:3-9; Rev 2:10)
a. 2 Timothy 4:6-8 (NKJV) ---- 6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and

the time of my departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race,
I have kept the faith. 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the
Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who
have loved His appearing.

b. 1 Peter 1:3-9 (NKJV) ---- 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled
and that does not fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God
through faith for salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice,
though now for a little while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the
genuineness of your faith, being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is
tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8
whom having not seen you love. Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice
with joy inexpressible and full of glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of
your souls.

c. Revelation 2:10 (NKJV) ---- 10 Do not fear any of those things which you are about to
suffer. Indeed, the devil is about to throw some of you into prison, that you may be tested,
and you will have tribulation ten days. Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown
of life.

1

III. Conclusion:
A. Obeying The Five Imperatives of James

1. Count – 1:2
2. Know – 1:3
3. Let – 1:4

1
  The New King James Version. Nashville : Thomas Nelson, 1982
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4. Ask for wisdom – 1:5
5. Ask in faith – 1:6

B. The Product of Trials
1. Enjoyment – 1:2 
2. Endurance – 1:2,3
3. Enlargement – 1:4
4. Enrichment – 1:5,12

C. James 1:1-12 (NKJV) ---- 12 Blessed is the man who endures temptation; for when he has been
approved, he will receive the crown of life which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. 
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