
HOW GREAT A SALVATION - Hebrews 2:3; 5:9
Introduction:

A. Two weeks ago I spoke about the Joy and Gladness of the 1st Christians in Acts 2.
1. I reflected on a number of things that truly can be learned today - with regards to the joy and

gladness that we as Christians should and must have in this world today.
2. It is with this in mind that this morning I want to talk about the greatest reason to be the Happiest

people in the world - and that is OUR SALVATION.
a. I have witness the raw emotions of many shortly after their baptism - the joy of knowing their

sins have been wiped clean - brings buckets of tears.
b. But then it must also be said that I have witnessed baptism’s where the person just felt it was

a formality and really no emotion is shown except - “well done that - lets move on now”
attitude.

c. The only reason I can give for the difference that is here shown - it either a lack of fully
understanding what has transpired - or a total lack of appreciation.

3. Our departed brother Jerry Wright (of the Newton congregation) each time he officiated at the
table - he would be overcome with tears as he spoke about the Lord’s sacrifice for our sins, and
the great privilege that we have of being able to be partakers.
a. The first time that happened, “I was still new to the congregation” - but as I came to learn

and love brother Jerry - it was not an act he was putting on in front of the congregation - but
I discovered that even when he was not waiting on the table - his eyes would swell up with
those same tears.

b. Overwhelmed by the GREAT LOVE of Jesus with regards to his soul - came to be my
conclusion - of why this happened so often.

B. I don’t know about you - but personally there are times that I know I have disappointed my God, and
His precious Son - that the sorrow I feel is overwhelming - but the tears I shed is not because of the
sadness - but because of the JOY of knowing - “My SAVIOR CARES”
1. “Oh Yes He Cares - I Know He Cares - my heart is filled with ....
2. The reason for this knowledge is simply this ---- I AM SAVED!
3. Let us now look at how GREAT this SALVATION TRULY is.

II. Our Salvation Is A GREAT Salvation. ("So great a salvation"– Hebrews 2:3 (NKJV) — 3 how shall
we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was
confirmed to us by those who heard Him,

1. Great because of its author. (Heb. 5:8-9; 12:2)
a. Hebrews 5:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things

which He suffered. 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation
to all who obey Him,

b. Hebrews 12:2 (NKJV) — 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith, who for
the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down at
the right hand of the throne of God.

2. Great because of its benefits.
a. Saved from past sins. (Heb. 9:15; 10:3,4; cf. Acts 2:38; 22:16)

(1) Hebrews 9:15 (NKJV) — 15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new
covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first
covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

(2) Hebrews 10:3 (NKJV) — 3 But in those sacrifices there is a reminder of sins every year.
(a) Hebrews 10:4 (NKJV) — 4 For it is not possible that the blood of bulls and goats

could take away sins.
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(3) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the
gift of the Holy Spirit.

(4) Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and
wash away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

b. Saved from present sin. (Heb. 6:19; 1 John 1:7-10;2:1)
(1) Hebrews 6:19 (NKJV) — 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and

steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,
(2) 1 John 1:7–10 (NKJV) — 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have

fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all
sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If
we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from
all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His
word is not in us.

(3) 1 John 2:1 (NKJV) — 1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may
not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the
righteous.

c. Saved from future wrath. (2 Thess. 1:7-9; Rev. 21:3-8)
(1) 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when

the Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking
vengeance on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of
our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the
presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,

(2) Revelation 21:3–8 (NKJV) — 3 And I heard a loud voice from heaven saying, “Behold,
the tabernacle of God is with men, and He will dwell with them, and they shall be His
people. God Himself will be with them and be their God. 4 And God will wipe away
every tear from their eyes; there shall be no more death, nor sorrow, nor crying. There
shall be no more pain, for the former things have passed away.” 5 Then He who sat on
the throne said, “Behold, I make all things new.” And He said to me, “Write, for these
words are true and faithful.” 6 And He said to me, “It is done! I am the Alpha and the
Omega, the Beginning and the End. I will give of the fountain of the water of life freely
to him who thirsts. 7 He who overcomes shall inherit all things, and I will be his God and
he shall be My son. 8 But the cowardly, unbelieving, abominable, murderers, sexually
immoral, sorcerers, idolaters, and all liars shall have their part in the lake which burns
with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”

d. Saved for a better life now and hereafter. (Lk 18:29,30; Tit. 2:11,12)
(1) Luke 18:29 (NKJV) — 29 So He said to them, “Assuredly, I say to you, there is no one

who has left house or parents or brothers or wife or children, for the sake of the kingdom
of God,
(a) Luke 18:30 (NKJV) — 30 who shall not receive many times more in this present

time, and in the age to come eternal life.”
(2) Titus 2:11 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all

men,
(a) Titus 2:12 (NKJV) — 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts,

we should live soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,

III. Our Salvation Is A SPOKEN Salvation. ("which first began to be spoken by the Lord"– Hebrews 2:3
(NKJV) — 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be
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spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,)
A. It does not depend on feelings from within or "better felt than told" experience.
B. It does depend on word from without–word from the Lord and those who heard him.

1. Hear His words on our salvation. (Mt. 28:18-20; Mk. 16:16).
a. Matthew 28:18–20 (NKJV) — 18 And Jesus came and spoke to them, saying, “All authority

has been given to Me in heaven and on earth. 19 Go therefore and make disciples of all the
nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 20
teaching them to observe all things that I have commanded you; and lo, I am with you
always, even to the end of the age.” Amen.

b. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does
not believe will be condemned.

2. Hear His word on heaven. (John 14:2)
a. John 14:2 (NKJV) — 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would

have told you. I go to prepare a place for you.

IV. Our Salvation Is A CONFIRMED Salvation. ("confirmed to us by those who heard Him,"–
Hebrews 2:3 (NKJV) — 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first
began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,)

A. Those men claimed Holy Spirit guidance. (cf. Jn. 14:16-31).
1. John 14:16–31 (NKJV) — 16 And I will pray the Father, and He will give you another Helper,

that He may abide with you forever—17 the Spirit of truth, whom the world cannot receive,
because it neither sees Him nor knows Him; but you know Him, for He dwells with you and will
be in you. 18 I will not leave you orphans; I will come to you. 19 “A little while longer and the
world will see Me no more, but you will see Me. Because I live, you will live also. 20 At that day
you will know that I am in My Father, and you in Me, and I in you. 21 He who has My
commandments and keeps them, it is he who loves Me. And he who loves Me will be loved by
My Father, and I will love him and manifest Myself to him.” 22 Judas (not Iscariot) said to Him,
“Lord, how is it that You will manifest Yourself to us, and not to the world?” 23 Jesus answered
and said to him, “If anyone loves Me, he will keep My word; and My Father will love him, and
We will come to him and make Our home with him. 24 He who does not love Me does not keep
My words; and the word which you hear is not Mine but the Father’s who sent Me. 25 “These
things I have spoken to you while being present with you. 26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit,
whom the Father will send in My name, He will teach you all things, and bring to your
remembrance all things that I said to you. 27 Peace I leave with you, My peace I give to you; not
as the world gives do I give to you. Let not your heart be troubled, neither let it be afraid. 28 You
have heard Me say to you, ‘I am going away and coming back to you.’ If you loved Me, you
would rejoice because I said, ‘I am going to the Father,’ for My Father is greater than I. 29 “And
now I have told you before it comes, that when it does come to pass, you may believe. 30 I will
no longer talk much with you, for the ruler of this world is coming, and he has nothing in Me.
31 But that the world may know that I love the Father, and as the Father gave Me commandment,
so I do. Arise, let us go from here.
a. Jesus Promised this to the disciples He was given by the Father and they in turn recognized

that they spoke not of their own will but by the Spirit.
B. Those men confirmed their claim by the miracles they did. (Mk. 16:17-18; cf Mt. 9:1-8). 

1. Mark 16:17–18 (NKJV) — 17 And these signs will follow those who believe: In My name they
will cast out demons; they will speak with new tongues; 18 they will take up serpents; and if they
drink anything deadly, it will by no means hurt them; they will lay hands on the sick, and they
will recover.”
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a. Cf. Matthew 9:1–8 (NKJV) — 1 So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own
city. 2 Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their
faith, He said to the paralytic, “Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you.” 3 And at
once some of the scribes said within themselves, “This Man blasphemes!” 4 But Jesus,
knowing their thoughts, said, “Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5 For which is easier,
to say, ‘Your sins are forgiven you,’ or to say, ‘Arise and walk’? 6 But that you may know
that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins”—then He said to the paralytic,
“Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house.” 7 And he arose and departed to his house.
8 Now when the multitudes saw it, they marveled and glorified God, who had given such
power to men.

2. Note: Jesus nor apostles asks anyone to just take their word for claims without giving objective
evidence. We claim salvation from God, must give objective evidence.

C. Those men wrote of our salvation in self-evidently inspired Book.

V. Our Salvation Is A CONDITIONAL Salvation ("How shall be escape if we neglect…"– Hebrews 2:3
(NKJV) — 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation, which at the first began to be
spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who heard Him,)
A. If it can be neglected it must be conditional.
B. It is conditional at every level.

1. Salvation from past sins is conditioned on obedience. (Mk. 16:16; Acts 2:38; 22:16)
a. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does

not believe will be condemned.
b. Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be

baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

c. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash
away your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

2. Salvation from present sins is conditioned on obedience. (1 John 1:9; Acts 8:22)
a. 1 John 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins

and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
b. Acts 8:22 (NKJV) — 22 Repent therefore of this your wickedness, and pray God if perhaps

the thought of your heart may be forgiven you.
3. Salvation from the wrath to come is conditioned on obedience. (Heb. 5:8,9).

a. Hebrews 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things
which He suffered.
(1) Hebrews 5:9 (NKJV) — 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal

salvation to all who obey Him,

VI. Our Salvation Is An ETERNAL Salvation. ("Author of Eternal Salvation"– Hebrews 5:9 (NKJV)
— 9 And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,

A. “Eternal" in world to come. (Mk. 10:30; cf. Rom 13:11)
1. Mark 10:30 (NKJV) — 30 who shall not receive a hundredfold now in this time—houses and

brothers and sisters and mothers and children and lands, with persecutions—and in the age to
come, eternal life.

2. Romans 13:11 (NKJV) — 11 And do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake
out of sleep; for now our salvation is nearer than when we first believed.

B. Salvation begins with forgiveness and completed at the end. (Rom. 2:10).
1. Romans 2:10 (NKJV) — 10 but glory, honor, and peace to everyone who works what is good,
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to the Jew first and also to the Greek.
C. Salvation is not eternal in this life in the sense that once you receive it you can never lose it. (1 Cor.

10:12; Heb. 3:12-19).
1. 1 Corinthians 10:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.
2. Hebrews 3:12–19 (NKJV) — 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of

unbelief in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called
“Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become
partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end, 15 while it
is said: “Today, if you will hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts as in the rebellion.” 16 For
who, having heard, rebelled? Indeed, was it not all who came out of Egypt, led by Moses? 17
Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell
in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those
who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief.

VII. In Conclusion:
A. Do you find Joy and Gladness in YOUR SALVATION?

1. Has the troubles of this world dimmed your perspective of what this means to you?
B. Has the aspect of being a Christian - just simple become a mundane routine?

1. Then brethren it is time for us to re-evaluate what it means to BE SAVED!
a. Matthew 13:45–46 (NKJV) — 45 “Again, the kingdom of heaven is like a merchant seeking

beautiful pearls, 46 who, when he had found one pearl of great price, went and sold all that
he had and bought it.

2. What we have is PRECIOUS and it is GREAT.
C. If you are not a Christian then this too can be yours by submitting the knee to His Will and His

Commandments.
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