
GO ON - OR GO BACK - LESSONS FOR US FROM THE EXODUS
Intro:

A. This mornings lesson comes from the Old Testament - it is the account of the Exodus - which is an
Outstanding World Event.

1. It started in Faith and ended in Victory - with a lot of ups and downs along the way.
a. Delivered by the Lord – Exodus 14:10–22 (NKJV) — 10 And when Pharaoh drew near, the children

of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after them. So they were very afraid,
and the children of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11 Then they said to Moses, “Because there were
no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with
us, to bring us up out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us
alone that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians
than that we should die in the wilderness.” 13 And Moses said to the people, “Do not be afraid.
Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish for you today. For the
Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. 14 The LORD will fight for
you, and you shall hold your peace.” 15 And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do you cry to Me? Tell
the children of Israel to go forward. 16 But lift up your rod, and stretch out your hand over the sea
and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of the sea. 17 And
I indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them. So I will gain honor over
Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 Then the Egyptians shall know that
I am the LORD, when I have gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and his horsemen.”
19 And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind them; and
the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind them. 20 So it came between the camp
of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it gave light
by night to the other, so that the one did not come near the other all that night. 21 Then Moses
stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east wind
all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 So the children of
Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left.

b. Over ½ million “men of war” - Numbers 1:46–47 (NKJV) — 46 all who were numbered were six
hundred and three thousand five hundred and fifty. 47 But the Levites were not numbered among
them by their fathers’ tribe;

c. Their spirits were high at first – Songs of Moses and Miriam - their hope was strong. - Exodus
15:1–21 (NKJV) — 1 Then Moses and the children of Israel sang this song to the LORD, and spoke,
saying: “I will sing to the LORD, For He has triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has
thrown into the sea! 2 The LORD is my strength and song, And He has become my salvation; He
is my God, and I will praise Him; My father’s God, and I will exalt Him. 3 The LORD is a man of
war; The LORD is His name. 4 Pharaoh’s chariots and his army He has cast into the sea; His chosen
captains also are drowned in the Red Sea. 5 The depths have covered them; They sank to the bottom
like a stone. 6 “Your right hand, O LORD, has become glorious in power; Your right hand, O
LORD, has dashed the enemy in pieces. 7 And in the greatness of Your excellence You have
overthrown those who rose against You; You sent forth Your wrath; It consumed them like stubble.
8 And with the blast of Your nostrils The waters were gathered together; The floods stood upright
like a heap; The depths congealed in the heart of the sea. 9 The enemy said, ‘I will pursue, I will
overtake, I will divide the spoil; My desire shall be satisfied on them. I will draw my sword, My
hand shall destroy them.’ 10 You blew with Your wind, The sea covered them; They sank like lead
in the mighty waters. 11 “Who is like You, O LORD, among the gods? Who is like You, glorious
in holiness, Fearful in praises, doing wonders? 12 You stretched out Your right hand; The earth
swallowed them. 13 You in Your mercy have led forth The people whom You have redeemed; You
have guided them in Your strength To Your holy habitation. 14 “The people will hear and be afraid;
Sorrow will take hold of the inhabitants of Philistia. 15 Then the chiefs of Edom will be dismayed;
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The mighty men of Moab, Trembling will take hold of them; All the inhabitants of Canaan will melt
away. 16 Fear and dread will fall on them; By the greatness of Your arm They will be as still as a
stone, Till Your people pass over, O LORD, Till the people pass over Whom You have purchased.
17 You will bring them in and plant them In the mountain of Your inheritance, In the place, O
LORD, which You have made For Your own dwelling, The sanctuary, O LORD, which Your hands
have established. 18 “The LORD shall reign forever and ever.” 19 For the horses of Pharaoh went
with his chariots and his horsemen into the sea, and the LORD brought back the waters of the sea
upon them. But the children of Israel went on dry land in the midst of the sea. 20 Then Miriam the
prophetess, the sister of Aaron, took the timbrel in her hand; and all the women went out after her
with timbrels and with dances. 21 And Miriam answered them: “Sing to the LORD, For He has
triumphed gloriously! The horse and its rider He has thrown into the sea!”

2. BUT - in between the people were “much discouraged because of the way.”  - And MANY fell!!
Numbers 21:4 (NKJV) — 4 Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go
around the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way.

a. God sends the fiery serpents into the camp
3. And some 40 years later some passed over Jordan into the promised land.  Dt. 29:5;  Joshua  3

a. Deuteronomy 29:5 (NKJV) — 5 And I have led you forty years in the wilderness. Your clothes
have not worn out on you, and your sandals have not worn out on your feet.

b. Joshua 3 (NKJV) — 1 Then Joshua rose early in the morning; and they set out from Acacia Grove
and came to the Jordan, he and all the children of Israel, and lodged there before they crossed over.
2 So it was, after three days, that the officers went through the camp; 3 and they commanded the
people, saying, “When you see the ark of the covenant of the LORD your God, and the priests, the
Levites, bearing it, then you shall set out from your place and go after it. 4 Yet there shall be a space
between you and it, about two thousand cubits by measure. Do not come near it, that you may know
the way by which you must go, for you have not passed this way before.” 5 And Joshua said to the
people, “Sanctify yourselves, for tomorrow the LORD will do wonders among you.” 6 Then Joshua
spoke to the priests, saying, “Take up the ark of the covenant and cross over before the people.” So
they took up the ark of the covenant and went before the people. 7 And the LORD said to Joshua,
“This day I will begin to exalt you in the sight of all Israel, that they may know that, as I was with
Moses, so I will be with you. 8 You shall command the priests who bear the ark of the covenant,
saying, ‘When you have come to the edge of the water of the Jordan, you shall stand in the Jordan.’ ”
9 So Joshua said to the children of Israel, “Come here, and hear the words of the LORD your God.”
10 And Joshua said, “By this you shall know that the living God is among you, and that He will
without fail drive out from before you the Canaanites and the Hittites and the Hivites and the
Perizzites and the Girgashites and the Amorites and the Jebusites: 11 Behold, the ark of the covenant
of the Lord of all the earth is crossing over before you into the Jordan. 12 Now therefore, take for
yourselves twelve men from the tribes of Israel, one man from every tribe. 13 And it shall come to
pass, as soon as the soles of the feet of the priests who bear the ark of the LORD, the Lord of all the
earth, shall rest in the waters of the Jordan, that the waters of the Jordan shall be cut off, the waters
that come down from upstream, and they shall stand as a heap.” 14 So it was, when the people set
out from their camp to cross over the Jordan, with the priests bearing the ark of the covenant before
the people, 15 and as those who bore the ark came to the Jordan, and the feet of the priests who bore
the ark dipped in the edge of the water (for the Jordan overflows all its banks during the whole time
of harvest), 16 that the waters which came down from upstream stood still, and rose in a heap very
far away at Adam, the city that is beside Zaretan. So the waters that went down into the Sea of the
Arabah, the Salt Sea, failed, and were cut off; and the people crossed over opposite Jericho. 17 Then
the priests who bore the ark of the covenant of the LORD stood firm on dry ground in the midst of
the Jordan; and all Israel crossed over on dry ground, until all the people had crossed completely
over the Jordan.

B. As we look at this event we NOTE:

Page 2 of  14



1. Not an easy beginning!
2. Not the shortest route to Canaan.
3. Perhaps could not see the reasons God required so many things.
4. Filled with doubt & misgivings about this new way.
5. Longed for their former life of bondage. - Numbers 11:4–6 (NKJV) — 4 Now the mixed multitude

who were among them yielded to intense craving; so the children of Israel also wept again and said:
“Who will give us meat to eat? 5 We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers,
the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic; 6 but now our whole being is dried up; there is
nothing at all except this manna before our eyes!”

C. These are Lessons preserved by God to help us today in our Christian Walk. - Rom 15:4; 1 Cor 10:1-12.
1. Romans 15:4 (NKJV) — 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our learning, that

we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.
2. 1 Corinthians 10:1–12 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all our

fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the cloud
and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For they drank
of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ. 5 But with most of them God was
not well pleased, for their bodies were scattered in the wilderness. 6 Now these things became our
examples, to the intent that we should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do not
become idolaters as were some of them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and
rose up to play.” 8 Nor let us commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day
twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed
by serpents; 10 nor complain, as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer.
11 Now all these things happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition,
upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest
he fall.

II. GO or GO Back - OBSTACLE # 1 - their situation of slavery and bondage
A. Their escape . . . God has seen their hardship and now provides a way for them to escape - mention

Moses ,the 10 plagues and the pass over. - BUT, even after the Egyptians were eager for them to leave
Pharaoh pursues – Exodus 14:1–9 (NKJV) — 1 Now the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 2 “Speak to
the children of Israel, that they turn and camp before Pi Hahiroth, between Migdol and the sea, opposite
Baal Zephon; you shall camp before it by the sea. 3 For Pharaoh will say of the children of Israel, ‘They
are bewildered by the land; the wilderness has closed them in.’ 4 Then I will harden Pharaoh’s heart, so
that he will pursue them; and I will gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, that the Egyptians
may know that I am the LORD.” And they did so. 5 Now it was told the king of Egypt that the people
had fled, and the heart of Pharaoh and his servants was turned against the people; and they said, “Why
have we done this, that we have let Israel go from serving us?” 6 So he made ready his chariot and took
his people with him. 7 Also, he took six hundred choice chariots, and all the chariots of Egypt with
captains over every one of them. 8 And the LORD hardened the heart of Pharaoh king of Egypt, and he
pursued the children of Israel; and the children of Israel went out with boldness. 9 So the Egyptians
pursued them, all the horses and chariots of Pharaoh, his horsemen and his army, and overtook them
camping by the sea beside Pi Hahiroth, before Baal Zephon.

1. The people were VERY afraid – Exodus 14:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 And when Pharaoh drew near, the
children of Israel lifted their eyes, and behold, the Egyptians marched after them. So they were very
afraid, and the children of Israel cried out to the LORD. 11 Then they said to Moses, “Because there
were no graves in Egypt, have you taken us away to die in the wilderness? Why have you so dealt with
us, to bring us up out of Egypt? 12 Is this not the word that we told you in Egypt, saying, ‘Let us alone
that we may serve the Egyptians’? For it would have been better for us to serve the Egyptians than that
we should die in the wilderness.”

2. The Lord provided salvation for the people – Exodus 14:13–31 (NKJV) — 13 And Moses said to the
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people, “Do not be afraid. Stand still, and see the salvation of the LORD, which He will accomplish
for you today. For the Egyptians whom you see today, you shall see again no more forever. 14 The
LORD will fight for you, and you shall hold your peace.” 15 And the LORD said to Moses, “Why do
you cry to Me? Tell the children of Israel to go forward. 16 But lift up your rod, and stretch out your
hand over the sea and divide it. And the children of Israel shall go on dry ground through the midst of
the sea. 17 And I indeed will harden the hearts of the Egyptians, and they shall follow them. So I will
gain honor over Pharaoh and over all his army, his chariots, and his horsemen. 18 Then the Egyptians
shall know that I am the LORD, when I have gained honor for Myself over Pharaoh, his chariots, and
his horsemen.” 19 And the Angel of God, who went before the camp of Israel, moved and went behind
them; and the pillar of cloud went from before them and stood behind them. 20 So it came between
the camp of the Egyptians and the camp of Israel. Thus it was a cloud and darkness to the one, and it
gave light by night to the other, so that the one did not come near the other all that night. 21 Then
Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and the LORD caused the sea to go back by a strong east
wind all that night, and made the sea into dry land, and the waters were divided. 22 So the children of
Israel went into the midst of the sea on the dry ground, and the waters were a wall to them on their
right hand and on their left. 23 And the Egyptians pursued and went after them into the midst of the
sea, all Pharaoh’s horses, his chariots, and his horsemen. 24 Now it came to pass, in the morning
watch, that the LORD looked down upon the army of the Egyptians through the pillar of fire and cloud,
and He troubled the army of the Egyptians. 25 And He took off their chariot wheels, so that they drove
them with difficulty; and the Egyptians said, “Let us flee from the face of Israel, for the LORD fights
for them against the Egyptians.” 26 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand over the
sea, that the waters may come back upon the Egyptians, on their chariots, and on their horsemen.” 27
And Moses stretched out his hand over the sea; and when the morning appeared, the sea returned to
its full depth, while the Egyptians were fleeing into it. So the LORD overthrew the Egyptians in the
midst of the sea. 28 Then the waters returned and covered the chariots, the horsemen, and all the army
of Pharaoh that came into the sea after them. Not so much as one of them remained. 29 But the
children of Israel had walked on dry land in the midst of the sea, and the waters were a wall to them
on their right hand and on their left. 30 So the LORD saved Israel that day out of the hand of the
Egyptians, and Israel saw the Egyptians dead on the seashore. 31 Thus Israel saw the great work which
the LORD had done in Egypt; so the people feared the LORD, and believed the LORD and His servant
Moses.

a. The people had to put their TRUST and HOPE IN GOD COMPLETELY.
(1) There was nothing logical about walking out into an area that was covered by water - let alone the

water towering on either side of them - as God divided the waters.
b. DRY LAND? - yes every conceivable reason to doubt is presented here.

B. Note the observations and Lessons for us today as we escaped from our Bondage under Satan . .
1. Don’t be deceived Satan pursues us having been delivered from his bondange – 1 Peter 5:8; 2 Cor.

11:3,14
a. 1 Peter 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like

a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour.
b. 2 Corinthians 11:3 (NKJV) — 3 But I fear, lest somehow, as the serpent deceived Eve by his

craftiness, so your minds may be corrupted from the simplicity that is in Christ.
c. 2 Corinthians 11:14 (NKJV) — 14 And no wonder! For Satan himself transforms himself into an

angel of light.
2. Radical change on our part is NOT easy – Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance

God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,
3. But - The Lord has provided salvation for US – Titus 2:11,12; Acts 22:16; 1 Cor. 10:1-4

a. Titus 2:11 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
(1) Titus 2:12 (NKJV) — 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live

soberly, righteously, and godly in the present age,
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b. Acts 22:16 (NKJV) — 16 And now why are you waiting? Arise and be baptized, and wash away
your sins, calling on the name of the Lord.’

c. 1 Corinthians 10:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Moreover, brethren, I do not want you to be unaware that all
our fathers were under the cloud, all passed through the sea, 2 all were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea, 3 all ate the same spiritual food, 4 and all drank the same spiritual drink. For
they drank of that spiritual Rock that followed them, and that Rock was Christ.

III. GO or Go Back - OBSTACLE # 2 - these are real physical concerns and thoughts
A. Their Hunger . . . was a backward look

1. They longed for their former life of plenty – Ex. 16:1-3; Num. 11:5
a. Exodus 16:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 And they journeyed from Elim, and all the congregation of the children

of Israel came to the Wilderness of Sin, which is between Elim and Sinai, on the fifteenth day of the
second month after they departed from the land of Egypt. 2 Then the whole congregation of the
children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron in the wilderness. 3 And the children of
Israel said to them, “Oh, that we had died by the hand of the LORD in the land of Egypt, when we
sat by the pots of meat and when we ate bread to the full! For you have brought us out into this
wilderness to kill this whole assembly with hunger.”

b. Numbers 11:5 (NKJV) — 5 We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers,
the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic;

2. The people complained against God – Ex. 16:4-8; Num. 11:1-6
a. Exodus 16:4–8 (NKJV) — 4 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Behold, I will rain bread from heaven

for you. And the people shall go out and gather a certain quota every day, that I may test them,
whether they will walk in My law or not. 5 And it shall be on the sixth day that they shall prepare
what they bring in, and it shall be twice as much as they gather daily.” 6 Then Moses and Aaron said
to all the children of Israel, “At evening you shall know that the LORD has brought you out of the
land of Egypt. 7 And in the morning you shall see the glory of the LORD; for He hears your
complaints against the LORD. But what are we, that you complain against us?” 8 Also Moses said,
“This shall be seen when the LORD gives you meat to eat in the evening, and in the morning bread
to the full; for the LORD hears your complaints which you make against Him. And what are we?
Your complaints are not against us but against the LORD.”

b. Numbers 11:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 Now when the people complained, it displeased the LORD; for the
LORD heard it, and His anger was aroused. So the fire of the LORD burned among them, and
consumed some in the outskirts of the camp. 2 Then the people cried out to Moses, and when Moses
prayed to the LORD, the fire was quenched. 3 So he called the name of the place Taberah, because
the fire of the LORD had burned among them. 4 Now the mixed multitude who were among them
yielded to intense craving; so the children of Israel also wept again and said: “Who will give us meat
to eat? 5 We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers, the melons, the leeks,
the onions, and the garlic; 6 but now our whole being is dried up; there is nothing at all except this
manna before our eyes!”

3. And yet The Lord still provided – Ex. 16:13-31; Numbers 11:20 (NKJV) — 20 but for a whole
month, until it comes out of your nostrils and becomes loathsome to you, because you have despised
the LORD who is among you, and have wept before Him, saying, “Why did we ever come up out of
Egypt?” ’ ”

a. NOW I WANT TO REMIND YOU - what they hungered for and what the wanted was not good at
all - The Taskmasters that afflicted them. - their lives that were bitter with hard bondage – all their
service with rigor. Ex 1:11-22

(1) Exodus 1:11–22 (NKJV) — 11 Therefore they set taskmasters over them to afflict them with their
burdens. And they built for Pharaoh supply cities, Pithom and Raamses. 12 But the more they
afflicted them, the more they multiplied and grew. And they were in dread of the children of Israel.
13 So the Egyptians made the children of Israel serve with rigor. 14 And they made their lives
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bitter with hard bondage—in mortar, in brick, and in all manner of service in the field. All their
service in which they made them serve was with rigor. 15 Then the king of Egypt spoke to the
Hebrew midwives, of whom the name of one was Shiphrah and the name of the other Puah; 16 and
he said, “When you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women, and see them on the
birthstools, if it is a son, then you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.” 17 But
the midwives feared God, and did not do as the king of Egypt commanded them, but saved the
male children alive. 18 So the king of Egypt called for the midwives and said to them, “Why have
you done this thing, and saved the male children alive?” 19 And the midwives said to Pharaoh,
“Because the Hebrew women are not like the Egyptian women; for they are lively and give birth
before the midwives come to them.” 20 Therefore God dealt well with the midwives, and the
people multiplied and grew very mighty. 21 And so it was, because the midwives feared God, that
He provided households for them. 22 So Pharaoh commanded all his people, saying, “Every son
who is born you shall cast into the river, and every daughter you shall save alive.”

b. Their newborn sons killed, or cast into the river. - Exodus 1:16 (NKJV) — 16 and he said, “When
you do the duties of a midwife for the Hebrew women, and see them on the birthstools, if it is a son,
then you shall kill him; but if it is a daughter, then she shall live.”

c. But they had FOOD RIGHT!:  Cucumbers, melons, leeks, onions and garlic!!!!
B. Lessons for Us today - its easy to forget our state before we became Christians

1. We can long for our former life in sin – 1 Cor. 10:6-13; Ep 4:17-22; Prov 13:5; Rom 6:21
a. 1 Corinthians 10:6–13 (NKJV) — 6 Now these things became our examples, to the intent that we

should not lust after evil things as they also lusted. 7 And do not become idolaters as were some of
them. As it is written, “The people sat down to eat and drink, and rose up to play.” 8 Nor let us
commit sexual immorality, as some of them did, and in one day twenty-three thousand fell; 9 nor let
us tempt Christ, as some of them also tempted, and were destroyed by serpents; 10 nor complain,
as some of them also complained, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11 Now all these things
happened to them as examples, and they were written for our admonition, upon whom the ends of
the ages have come. 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall. 13 No
temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will not
allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also make the way
of escape, that you may be able to bear it.

b. Ephesians 4:17–22 (NKJV) — 17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you should no
longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18 having their
understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the ignorance that is in
them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past feeling, have given themselves over
to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with greediness. 20 But you have not so learned Christ, 21 if
indeed you have heard Him and have been taught by Him, as the truth is in Jesus: 22 that you put off,
concerning your former conduct, the old man which grows corrupt according to the deceitful lusts,

c. Proverbs 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 A righteous man hates lying, But a wicked man is loathsome and comes
to shame.

d. Romans 6:21 (NKJV) — 21 What fruit did you have then in the things of which you are now
ashamed? For the end of those things is death.

2. The Christian’s life is HARD & but at the same time it is EASY – Luke 9:23-26; Acts 14:22; Heb
12:1-3; Mt 11:24-30; 1 Co 15:19 

a. Luke 9:23–26 (NKJV) — 23 Then He said to them all, “If anyone desires to come after Me, let him
deny himself, and take up his cross daily, and follow Me. 24 For whoever desires to save his life will
lose it, but whoever loses his life for My sake will save it. 25 For what profit is it to a man if he gains
the whole world, and is himself destroyed or lost? 26 For whoever is ashamed of Me and My words,
of him the Son of Man will be ashamed when He comes in His own glory, and in His Father’s, and
of the holy angels.

b. Acts 14:22 (NKJV) — 22 strengthening the souls of the disciples, exhorting them to continue in the
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faith, and saying, “We must through many tribulations enter the kingdom of God.”
c. Hebrews 12:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of

witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down
at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners
against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

d. Matthew 11:24–30 (NKJV) — 24 But I say to you that it shall be more tolerable for the land of
Sodom in the day of judgment than for you.” 25 At that time Jesus answered and said, “I thank You,
Father, Lord of heaven and earth, that You have hidden these things from the wise and prudent and
have revealed them to babes. 26 Even so, Father, for so it seemed good in Your sight. 27 All things
have been delivered to Me by My Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father. Nor does
anyone know the Father except the Son, and the one to whom the Son wills to reveal Him. 28 Come
to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden, and I will give you rest. 29 Take My yoke upon you
and learn from Me, for I am gentle and lowly in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. 30 For
My yoke is easy and My burden is light.”

e. 1 Corinthians 15:19 (NKJV) — 19 If in this life only we have hope in Christ, we are of all men the
most pitiable.

3. Weak Christians getting: “Tired of all this doctrinal preaching.”  
a. Prefer sermons on love, joy, peace, & the home, more entertainment, better speakers, more jokes -

make me feel good sermons - etc.”
b. “Look what others are doing – let’s attract folks with some fun!”

IV. GO or Go Back - OBSTACLE # 3 - They lost their FOCUS
A. Their Doubt . . . lack of TRUST in GOD

1. They claimed that they had been delivered to die – Ex. 17:1-3; Num 13:27-14:12; 20:2-4
a. Exodus 17:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Then all the congregation of the children of Israel set out on their

journey from the Wilderness of Sin, according to the commandment of the LORD, and camped in
Rephidim; but there was no water for the people to drink. 2 Therefore the people contended with
Moses, and said, “Give us water, that we may drink.” So Moses said to them, “Why do you contend
with me? Why do you tempt the LORD?” 3 And the people thirsted there for water, and the people
complained against Moses, and said, “Why is it you have brought us up out of Egypt, to kill us and
our children and our livestock with thirst?”

b. Numbers 13:27–14:12 (NKJV) — 27 Then they told him, and said: “We went to the land where you
sent us. It truly flows with milk and honey, and this is its fruit. 28 Nevertheless the people who dwell
in the land are strong; the cities are fortified and very large; moreover we saw the descendants of
Anak there. 29 The Amalekites dwell in the land of the South; the Hittites, the Jebusites, and the
Amorites dwell in the mountains; and the Canaanites dwell by the sea and along the banks of the
Jordan.” 30 Then Caleb quieted the people before Moses, and said, “Let us go up at once and take
possession, for we are well able to overcome it.” 31 But the men who had gone up with him said,
“We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.” 32 And they gave the
children of Israel a bad report of the land which they had spied out, saying, “The land through which
we have gone as spies is a land that devours its inhabitants, and all the people whom we saw in it are
men of great stature. 33 There we saw the giants (the descendants of Anak came from the giants);
and we were like grasshoppers in our own sight, and so we were in their sight.” 1 So all the
congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the people wept that night. 2 And all the children
of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and the whole congregation said to them, “If only
we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had died in this wilderness! 3 Why has the LORD
brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our wives and children should become victims?
Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 So they said to one another, “Let us select a
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leader and return to Egypt.” 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell on their faces before all the assembly of
the congregation of the children of Israel. 6 But Joshua the son of Nun and Caleb the son of
Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore their clothes; 7 and they spoke
to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: “The land we passed through to spy out is
an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, then He will bring us into this land and give
it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ 9 Only do not rebel against the LORD, nor fear
the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has departed from them, and the LORD
is with us. Do not fear them.” 10 And all the congregation said to stone them with stones. Now the
glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before all the children of Israel. 11 Then
the LORD said to Moses: “How long will these people reject Me? And how long will they not
believe Me, with all the signs which I have performed among them? 12 I will strike them with the
pestilence and disinherit them, and I will make of you a nation greater and mightier than they.”

c. Numbers 20:2–4 (NKJV) — 2 Now there was no water for the congregation; so they gathered
together against Moses and Aaron. 3 And the people contended with Moses and spoke, saying: “If
only we had died when our brethren died before the LORD! 4 Why have you brought up the
assembly of the LORD into this wilderness, that we and our animals should die here?

2. Is the Lord among us or not? – Ex. 17:7; Num. 11:5; Exodus 19:5-6; Deut 28:9-45
a. Exodus 17:7 (NKJV) — 7 So he called the name of the place Massah and Meribah, because of the

contention of the children of Israel, and because they tempted the LORD, saying, “Is the LORD
among us or not?”

b. Numbers 11:5 (NKJV) — 5 We remember the fish which we ate freely in Egypt, the cucumbers,
the melons, the leeks, the onions, and the garlic;

c. Exodus 19:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 Now therefore, if you will indeed obey My voice and keep My
covenant, then you shall be a special treasure to Me above all people; for all the earth is Mine. 6 And
you shall be to Me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the words which you shall
speak to the children of Israel.”

d. Deuteronomy 28:9–45 (NKJV) — 9 “The LORD will establish you as a holy people to Himself,
just as He has sworn to you, if you keep the commandments of the LORD your God and walk in His
ways. 10 Then all peoples of the earth shall see that you are called by the name of the LORD, and
they shall be afraid of you. 11 And the LORD will grant you plenty of goods, in the fruit of your
body, in the increase of your livestock, and in the produce of your ground, in the land of which the
LORD swore to your fathers to give you. 12 The LORD will open to you His good treasure, the
heavens, to give the rain to your land in its season, and to bless all the work of your hand. You shall
lend to many nations, but you shall not borrow. 13 And the LORD will make you the head and not
the tail; you shall be above only, and not be beneath, if you heed the commandments of the LORD
your God, which I command you today, and are careful to observe them. 14 So you shall not turn
aside from any of the words which I command you this day, to the right or the left, to go after other
gods to serve them. 15 “But it shall come to pass, if you do not obey the voice of the LORD your
God, to observe carefully all His commandments and His statutes which I command you today, that
all these curses will come upon you and overtake you: 16 “Cursed shall you be in the city, and cursed
shall you be in the country. 17 “Cursed shall be your basket and your kneading bowl. 18 “Cursed
shall be the fruit of your body and the produce of your land, the increase of your cattle and the
offspring of your flocks. 19 “Cursed shall you be when you come in, and cursed shall you be when
you go out. 20 “The LORD will send on you cursing, confusion, and rebuke in all that you set your
hand to do, until you are destroyed and until you perish quickly, because of the wickedness of your
doings in which you have forsaken Me. 21 The LORD will make the plague cling to you until He
has consumed you from the land which you are going to possess. 22 The LORD will strike you with
consumption, with fever, with inflammation, with severe burning fever, with the sword, with
scorching, and with mildew; they shall pursue you until you perish. 23 And your heavens which are
over your head shall be bronze, and the earth which is under you shall be iron. 24 The LORD will
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change the rain of your land to powder and dust; from the heaven it shall come down on you until
you are destroyed. 25 “The LORD will cause you to be defeated before your enemies; you shall go
out one way against them and flee seven ways before them; and you shall become troublesome to
all the kingdoms of the earth. 26 Your carcasses shall be food for all the birds of the air and the
beasts of the earth, and no one shall frighten them away. 27 The LORD will strike you with the boils
of Egypt, with tumors, with the scab, and with the itch, from which you cannot be healed. 28 The
LORD will strike you with madness and blindness and confusion of heart. 29 And you shall grope
at noonday, as a blind man gropes in darkness; you shall not prosper in your ways; you shall be only
oppressed and plundered continually, and no one shall save you. 30 “You shall betroth a wife, but
another man shall lie with her; you shall build a house, but you shall not dwell in it; you shall plant
a vineyard, but shall not gather its grapes. 31 Your ox shall be slaughtered before your eyes, but you
shall not eat of it; your donkey shall be violently taken away from before you, and shall not be
restored to you; your sheep shall be given to your enemies, and you shall have no one to rescue them.
32 Your sons and your daughters shall be given to another people, and your eyes shall look and fail
with longing for them all day long; and there shall be no strength in your hand. 33 A nation whom
you have not known shall eat the fruit of your land and the produce of your labor, and you shall be
only oppressed and crushed continually. 34 So you shall be driven mad because of the sight which
your eyes see. 35 The LORD will strike you in the knees and on the legs with severe boils which
cannot be healed, and from the sole of your foot to the top of your head. 36 “The LORD will bring
you and the king whom you set over you to a nation which neither you nor your fathers have known,
and there you shall serve other gods—wood and stone. 37 And you shall become an astonishment,
a proverb, and a byword among all nations where the LORD will drive you. 38 “You shall carry
much seed out to the field but gather little in, for the locust shall consume it. 39 You shall plant
vineyards and tend them, but you shall neither drink of the wine nor gather the grapes; for the worms
shall eat them. 40 You shall have olive trees throughout all your territory, but you shall not anoint
yourself with the oil; for your olives shall drop off. 41 You shall beget sons and daughters, but they
shall not be yours; for they shall go into captivity. 42 Locusts shall consume all your trees and the
produce of your land. 43 “The alien who is among you shall rise higher and higher above you, and
you shall come down lower and lower. 44 He shall lend to you, but you shall not lend to him; he
shall be the head, and you shall be the tail. 45 “Moreover all these curses shall come upon you and
pursue and overtake you, until you are destroyed, because you did not obey the voice of the LORD
your God, to keep His commandments and His statutes which He commanded you.

B. Lessons for Us Today.... REGARDLESS of the SITUATION - don’t lose your FOCUS!
1. Those who stand for truth will be persecuted!! – 2 Tim. 3:12; 1 Pet 1:5-7; 4:12-16.

a. 2 Timothy 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 Yes, and all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will suffer
persecution.

b. 1 Peter 1:5–7 (NKJV) — 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready to
be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need be, you
have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith, being much more precious
than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to praise, honor, and glory at the
revelation of Jesus Christ,

c. 1 Peter 4:12–16 (NKJV) — 12 Beloved, do not think it strange concerning the fiery trial which is
to try you, as though some strange thing happened to you; 13 but rejoice to the extent that you
partake of Christ’s sufferings, that when His glory is revealed, you may also be glad with exceeding
joy. 14 If you are reproached for the name of Christ, blessed are you, for the Spirit of glory and of
God rests upon you. On their part He is blasphemed, but on your part He is glorified. 15 But let none
of you suffer as a murderer, a thief, an evildoer, or as a busybody in other people’s matters. 16 Yet
if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let him glorify God in this matter.

2. Many today are NOT satisfied with the Lord’s word & His promises– 2 Tim 3:1-9; 16,17; 2 Jn 1:9;
Heb 13:5;  
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a. 2 Timothy 3:1–9 (NKJV) — 1 But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2 For
men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to
parents, unthankful, unholy, 3 unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal,
despisers of good, 4 traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5
having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6 For of this sort
are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins,
led away by various lusts, 7 always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth.
8 Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds,
disapproved concerning the faith; 9 but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest
to all, as theirs also was.

b. 2 Timothy 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for
doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness,

(1) 2 Timothy 3:17 (NKJV) — 17 that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for
every good work.

c. 2 John 9 (NKJV) — 9 Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not
have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ has both the Father and the Son.

d. Hebrews 13:5 (NKJV) — 5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things
as you have. For He Himself has said, “I will never leave you nor forsake you.”

3. Many are not satisfied with the worship and work of the church as given by the Lord – 
a. Too boring & exclusive!
b. No Emotionalism –
c. We need Secular entertainment, social programs ect. . . .

V. GO or Go Back - OBSTACLE # 4 - WEAK Leadership
A. Their Leaders . . .Weak and Short Sighted

1. The evil report - We CAN’T!!! – Numbers 13:31 (NKJV) — 31 But the men who had gone up with
him said, “We are not able to go up against the people, for they are stronger than we.”

2. People accepted the evil report and rejected good leadership!! – Num. 14:1-10
a. Numbers 14:1–10 (NKJV) — 1 So all the congregation lifted up their voices and cried, and the

people wept that night. 2 And all the children of Israel complained against Moses and Aaron, and
the whole congregation said to them, “If only we had died in the land of Egypt! Or if only we had
died in this wilderness! 3 Why has the LORD brought us to this land to fall by the sword, that our
wives and children should become victims? Would it not be better for us to return to Egypt?” 4 So
they said to one another, “Let us select a leader and return to Egypt.” 5 Then Moses and Aaron fell
on their faces before all the assembly of the congregation of the children of Israel. 6 But Joshua the
son of Nun and Caleb the son of Jephunneh, who were among those who had spied out the land, tore
their clothes; 7 and they spoke to all the congregation of the children of Israel, saying: “The land we
passed through to spy out is an exceedingly good land. 8 If the LORD delights in us, then He will
bring us into this land and give it to us, ‘a land which flows with milk and honey.’ 9 Only do not
rebel against the LORD, nor fear the people of the land, for they are our bread; their protection has
departed from them, and the LORD is with us. Do not fear them.” 10 And all the congregation said
to stone them with stones. Now the glory of the LORD appeared in the tabernacle of meeting before
all the children of Israel.

3. God’s judgment! – Numbers 14:22–30 (NKJV) — 22 because all these men who have seen My glory
and the signs which I did in Egypt and in the wilderness, and have put Me to the test now these ten
times, and have not heeded My voice, 23 they certainly shall not see the land of which I swore to their
fathers, nor shall any of those who rejected Me see it. 24 But My servant Caleb, because he has a
different spirit in him and has followed Me fully, I will bring into the land where he went, and his
descendants shall inherit it. 25 Now the Amalekites and the Canaanites dwell in the valley; tomorrow
turn and move out into the wilderness by the Way of the Red Sea.” 26 And the LORD spoke to Moses
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and Aaron, saying, 27 “How long shall I bear with this evil congregation who complain against Me?
I have heard the complaints which the children of Israel make against Me. 28 Say to them, ‘As I live,’
says the LORD, ‘just as you have spoken in My hearing, so I will do to you: 29 The carcasses of you
who have complained against Me shall fall in this wilderness, all of you who were numbered,
according to your entire number, from twenty years old and above. 30 Except for Caleb the son of
Jephunneh and Joshua the son of Nun, you shall by no means enter the land which I swore I would
make you dwell in.

B. Lessons for Us Today ..... WE NEED STRONG FAITHFUL LEADERS IN THE CHURCH and in the
HOME.

1. Elders need to be men of FAITH & VISION – Good leaders in the home is one of God’s requirements
for the Elder.

2. Every blessing God has promised us is there for us to accept or reject – (truth over error;
Righteousness over sin; heaven over hell)

3. We MUST Believe and TRUST God completely!  
a. Heaven is in Grasp of Every Person here - will you let it go?
b. Because of FEAR and following weak leaders?

VI. GO or Go Back - OBSTACLE # 5 - INTERNAL CONFLICT and SUSPICION
A. Contention . . . Satan is in their midst

1. Korah’s gainsaying, (Moses has failed!!) divided the camp -  Num. 16:1-14,21,28-38
a. Numbers 16:1–14 (NKJV) — 1 Now Korah the son of Izhar, the son of Kohath, the son of Levi,

with Dathan and Abiram the sons of Eliab, and On the son of Peleth, sons of Reuben, took men; 2
and they rose up before Moses with some of the children of Israel, two hundred and fifty leaders of
the congregation, representatives of the congregation, men of renown. 3 They gathered together
against Moses and Aaron, and said to them, “You take too much upon yourselves, for all the
congregation is holy, every one of them, and the LORD is among them. Why then do you exalt
yourselves above the assembly of the LORD?” 4 So when Moses heard it, he fell on his face; 5 and
he spoke to Korah and all his company, saying, “Tomorrow morning the LORD will show who is
His and who is holy, and will cause him to come near to Him. That one whom He chooses He will
cause to come near to Him. 6 Do this: Take censers, Korah and all your company; 7 put fire in them
and put incense in them before the LORD tomorrow, and it shall be that the man whom the LORD
chooses is the holy one. You take too much upon yourselves, you sons of Levi!” 8 Then Moses said
to Korah, “Hear now, you sons of Levi: 9 Is it a small thing to you that the God of Israel has
separated you from the congregation of Israel, to bring you near to Himself, to do the work of the
tabernacle of the LORD, and to stand before the congregation to serve them; 10 and that He has
brought you near to Himself, you and all your brethren, the sons of Levi, with you? And are you
seeking the priesthood also? 11 Therefore you and all your company are gathered together against
the LORD. And what is Aaron that you complain against him?” 12 And Moses sent to call Dathan
and Abiram the sons of Eliab, but they said, “We will not come up! 13 Is it a small thing that you
have brought us up out of a land flowing with milk and honey, to kill us in the wilderness, that you
should keep acting like a prince over us? 14 Moreover you have not brought us into a land flowing
with milk and honey, nor given us inheritance of fields and vineyards. Will you put out the eyes of
these men? We will not come up!”

b. Numbers 16:21 (NKJV) — 21 “Separate yourselves from among this congregation, that I may
consume them in a moment.”

c. Numbers 16:28–38 (NKJV) — 28 And Moses said: “By this you shall know that the LORD has sent
me to do all these works, for I have not done them of my own will. 29 If these men die naturally like
all men, or if they are visited by the common fate of all men, then the LORD has not sent me. 30 But
if the LORD creates a new thing, and the earth opens its mouth and swallows them up with all that
belongs to them, and they go down alive into the pit, then you will understand that these men have
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rejected the LORD.” 31 Now it came to pass, as he finished speaking all these words, that the ground
split apart under them, 32 and the earth opened its mouth and swallowed them up, with their
households and all the men with Korah, with all their goods. 33 So they and all those with them went
down alive into the pit; the earth closed over them, and they perished from among the assembly. 34
Then all Israel who were around them fled at their cry, for they said, “Lest the earth swallow us up
also!” 35 And a fire came out from the LORD and consumed the two hundred and fifty men who
were offering incense. 36 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying: 37 “Tell Eleazar, the son of
Aaron the priest, to pick up the censers out of the blaze, for they are holy, and scatter the fire some
distance away. 38 The censers of these men who sinned against their own souls, let them be made
into hammered plates as a covering for the altar. Because they presented them before the LORD,
therefore they are holy; and they shall be a sign to the children of Israel.”

2. The next day the congregation complained even more – Num. 16:41-49.
a. Numbers 16:41–49 (NKJV) — 41 On the next day all the congregation of the children of Israel

complained against Moses and Aaron, saying, “You have killed the people of the LORD.” 42 Now
it happened, when the congregation had gathered against Moses and Aaron, that they turned toward
the tabernacle of meeting; and suddenly the cloud covered it, and the glory of the LORD appeared.
43 Then Moses and Aaron came before the tabernacle of meeting. 44 And the LORD spoke to
Moses, saying, 45 “Get away from among this congregation, that I may consume them in a moment.”
And they fell on their faces. 46 So Moses said to Aaron, “Take a censer and put fire in it from the
altar, put incense on it, and take it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them; for
wrath has gone out from the LORD. The plague has begun.” 47 Then Aaron took it as Moses
commanded, and ran into the midst of the assembly; and already the plague had begun among the
people. So he put in the incense and made atonement for the people. 48 And he stood between the
dead and the living; so the plague was stopped. 49 Now those who died in the plague were fourteen
thousand seven hundred, besides those who died in the Korah incident.

B. Lessons for Us Today .... NOTHING HAS REALLY CHANGED HAS IT?   Men are still the same
today with the very same ISSUES of OLD!

1. The church has always had trouble on the inside – 
a. Judaizers – Galatians 5:12–15 (NKJV) — 12 I could wish that those who trouble you would even

cut themselves off! 13 For you, brethren, have been called to liberty; only do not use liberty as an
opportunity for the flesh, but through love serve one another. 14 For all the law is fulfilled in one
word, even in this: “You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” 15 But if you bite and devour one
another, beware lest you be consumed by one another!

b. Gnostics – 1 John 4:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits,
whether they are of God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world. 2 By this you
know the Spirit of God: Every spirit that confesses that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is of God,
3 and every spirit that does not confess that Jesus Christ has come in the flesh is not of God. And this
is the spirit of the Antichrist, which you have heard was coming, and is now already in the world.
4 You are of God, little children, and have overcome them, because He who is in you is greater than
he who is in the world. 5 They are of the world. Therefore they speak as of the world, and the world
hears them. 6 We are of God. He who knows God hears us; he who is not of God does not hear us.
By this we know the spirit of truth and the spirit of error.

c. Preeminent – 3 John 9 (NKJV) — 9 I wrote to the church, but Diotrephes, who loves to have the
preeminence among them, does not receive us.

d. Compromiser - Revelation 2:14 (NKJV) — 14 But I have a few things against you, because you
have there those who hold the doctrine of Balaam, who taught Balak to put a stumbling block before
the children of Israel, to eat things sacrificed to idols, and to commit sexual immorality.

e. Permissive – 1 Corinthians 5:1–7 (NKJV) — 1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality
among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles—that a man has
his father’s wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he who has done this
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deed might be taken away from among you. 3 For I indeed, as absent in body but present in spirit,
have already judged (as though I were present) him who has so done this deed. 4 In the name of our
Lord Jesus Christ, when you are gathered together, along with my spirit, with the power of our Lord
Jesus Christ, 5 deliver such a one to Satan for the destruction of the flesh, that his spirit may be saved
in the day of the Lord Jesus. 6 Your glorying is not good. Do you not know that a little leaven
leavens the whole lump? 7 Therefore purge out the old leaven, that you may be a new lump, since
you truly are unleavened. For indeed Christ, our Passover, was sacrificed for us.

f. Divisive – Rom 16:16,18
(1) Romans 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 Greet one another with a holy kiss. The churches of Christ greet

you.
(2) Romans 16:18 (NKJV) — 18 For those who are such do not serve our Lord Jesus Christ, but their

own belly, and by smooth words and flattering speech deceive the hearts of the simple.
2. The unfaithful often complain!! ---- never have I seen such offer solutions or take the lead to change.

a. The Christian about to quit – finds fault with the preacher,  elders,  teachers,  finally with the church, 
and even the Lord himself.

b. These are often the ones who don’t attend faithfully, who very seldom open their bibles and are so
judgmental - at the same time accuse others of the very thing they are doing.

VII. In Conclusion
A. Yes it was The Difficult Way Num. 21:4 . . . but even in all that the Lord still wanted His people to

LOVE HIM, TRUST HIM and OBEY HIM..... when they did not
1. “And the Lord sent fiery serpents among the people.” - Num.  21:6.

a. Even in His anger he heard the plea of Moses and the Lord provided a way to be healed!! Numbers
21:4–9 (NKJV) — 4 Then they journeyed from Mount Hor by the Way of the Red Sea, to go around
the land of Edom; and the soul of the people became very discouraged on the way. 5 And the people
spoke against God and against Moses: “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in the
wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and our soul loathes this worthless bread.” 6 So the
LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the people; and many of the people of Israel
died. 7 Therefore the people came to Moses, and said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against
the LORD and against you; pray to the LORD that He take away the serpents from us.” So Moses
prayed for the people. 8 Then the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent, and set it on a pole;
and it shall be that everyone who is bitten, when he looks at it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze
serpent, and put it on a pole; and so it was, if a serpent had bitten anyone, when he looked at the
bronze serpent, he lived.

2. Don’t let “the difficulty of the way” cause you to turn back to the world!!
a. In Word, deed or even in thought.

B. We too can become discouraged -  Heb. 2:1-3; 3:17-19;12:1-3.
1. Hebrews 2:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we must give the more earnest heed to the things we have

heard, lest we drift away. 2 For if the word spoken through angels proved steadfast, and every
transgression and disobedience received a just reward, 3 how shall we escape if we neglect so great
a salvation, which at the first began to be spoken by the Lord, and was confirmed to us by those who
heard Him,

a. Hebrews 3:17–19 (NKJV) — 17 Now with whom was He angry forty years? Was it not with those
who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness? 18 And to whom did He swear that they would
not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey? 19 So we see that they could not enter in because
of unbelief.

b. Hebrews 12:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore we also, since we are surrounded by so great a cloud of
witnesses, let us lay aside every weight, and the sin which so easily ensnares us, and let us run with
endurance the race that is set before us, 2 looking unto Jesus, the author and finisher of our faith,
who for the joy that was set before Him endured the cross, despising the shame, and has sat down
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at the right hand of the throne of God. 3 For consider Him who endured such hostility from sinners
against Himself, lest you become weary and discouraged in your souls.

C. We too can be guilty of sin and need the forgiveness which God offers – 1 John 1:9–2:2 (NKJV) — 9
If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
1 My little children, these things I write to you, so that you may not sin. And if anyone sins, we have an
Advocate with the Father, Jesus Christ the righteous. 2 And He Himself is the propitiation for our sins,
and not for ours only but also for the whole world.

1. John 3:14-15 (KJV)  -     And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, even so must the Son
of man be lifted up: [15] That whosoever believeth in him should not perish, but have eternal life.

2. Have you turned to God’s means of Salvation?
3. Have you been baptized into Christ??

a. If so .....Will you go ON IN FAITH, TRUST AND OBEDIENCE – OR WILL YOU GO BACK??
b. I Plead with everyone here that we heed the words of the Apostle PAUL - Romans 12:1-2

(1) Romans 12:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 I beseech you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, that you
present your bodies a living sacrifice, holy, acceptable to God, which is your reasonable service.
2 And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that
you may prove what is that good and acceptable and perfect will of God.

Sermon Ideas and Main Points from - A.W. Goff - re-worked as my own 2021
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