
Colossians 1:12-14 - A GLORIOUS CHANGE FOR THE BETTER
Intro:

A. Some people fear change! I mean when anything deviates from the normal in their lives, they just
can’t handle it. 
1. I am reminded of the little old lady who stood up at a lecture that Dr. Werner Von Braun was

giving and said to the good Doctor, "Why can't we forget about all these new-fangled ideas about
going out into space and be content to stay at home and watch television like the good Lord
intended."

2. Some folks have a hard time with change.
B. In truth, some changes are negative in nature. 

1. Events like death, aging, illness, etc are examples of negative changes. 
2. But, some changes are positive. Marriage, the birth of a child, buying a new home, getting a new

job, are all examples of changes that can be beneficial and positive.
C. In our text, Paul is talking about changes. The changes he mentions are certainly not negative and

they are far beyond positive. 
1. Paul mentions some changes that are priceless in their benefit to us and in their contribution to

our lives. 
a. These changes take place in the life of every child of God when they are born again, and can

be to any who wants to start the new life in Christ also.
2. Today, I want to share with you the priceless changes that Paul mentioned in these three short

verses. 
a. I want you to understand that when the Lord saved your soul, He changed you and He

changed some things in you and for you. 
b. These changes are priceless, precious and profound. 
c. These changes should be studied, remembered and cherished. 
d. They should also serve as a catalyst for praise in our lives. Let me share them with you today

as I preach on the subject A Glorious Change For The Better. Let’s notice the changes which
are produced in every child of God.

D. Our text - 3 short verses that have a magnitude of meaning to the Christian.
1. Colossians 1:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 giving thanks to the Father who has qualified us to be

partakers of the inheritance of the saints in the light. 13 He has delivered us from the power of
darkness and conveyed us into the kingdom of the Son of His love, 14 in whom we have
redemption through His blood, the forgiveness of sins.

2. Colossians 1:12–14 (KJV 1900) — 12 Giving thanks unto the Father, which hath made us meet
to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: 13 Who hath delivered us from the power
of darkness, and hath translated us into the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have
redemption through his blood, even the forgiveness of sins:

II.  In v. 12 OUR STATION IN LIFE HAS BEEN CHANGED - 12 Giving thanks unto the Father,
which hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in light: (KJV)
A. We Are A Now A Prepared People – 

1. We are told that the Father “hath made us meet to be partakers of the inheritance of the saints in
light.” 

2. The phrase “made us meet” simply means that we “have been qualified” by God to participate
in His inheritance with those saints who have already been promoted to glory.

B. In this world, we were anything but qualified to participate in anything related to God the Father.
Think about it:
1. We were Dead in our Sins – Ephesians 2:1 (NKJV) — 1 And you He made alive, who were
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dead in trespasses and sins,
2. We were Separated from God by our Sins - Isaiah 59:2 (NKJV) — 2 But your iniquities have

separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not
hear.

3. We are Children of the Devil – John 8:44 (NKJV) — 44 You are of your father the devil, and
the desires of your father you want to do. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not
stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. When he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own
resources, for he is a liar and the father of it.

4. We were Doomed to Hell – 2 Thess. 1:8-9; Psa. 9:17
a. 2 Thessalonians 1:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance on those who do not

know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9 These shall
be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and from the glory
of His power,

b. Psalm 9:17 (NKJV) — 17 The wicked shall be turned into hell, And all the nations that
forget God.

C. That is a sad state of affairs, but it is where all people find themselves by virtue of their free will.
But, thanks be to God, as Paul said in verse 12; when we were born again, everything that was
wrong with us was made right by the Lord! 
1. He Gave Us His Life – Eph. 2:5; John 10:28

a. Ephesians 2:5 (NKJV) — 5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together
with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

b. John 10:28 (NKJV) — 28 And I give them eternal life, and they shall never perish; neither
shall anyone snatch them out of My hand.

2. He Reconciled Us To Himself – Romans 5:6–10 (NKJV) — 6 For when we were still without
strength, in due time Christ died for the ungodly. 7 For scarcely for a righteous man will one die;
yet perhaps for a good man someone would even dare to die. 8 But God demonstrates His own
love toward us, in that while we were still sinners, Christ died for us. 9 Much more then, having
now been justified by His blood, we shall be saved from wrath through Him. 10 For if when we
were enemies we were reconciled to God through the death of His Son, much more, having been
reconciled, we shall be saved by His life.

3. He Adopted Us Into His Family – John 1:12; 1 John 3:1-13; Rom. 8:15
a. John 1:12 (NKJV) — 12 But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become

children of God, to those who believe in His name:
b. 1 John 3:1–13 (NKJV) — 1 Behold what manner of love the Father has bestowed on us, that

we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us, because it did
not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been revealed what
we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we shall see
Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.
4 Whoever commits sin also commits lawlessness, and sin is lawlessness. 5 And you know
that He was manifested to take away our sins, and in Him there is no sin. 6 Whoever abides
in Him does not sin. Whoever sins has neither seen Him nor known Him. 7 Little children,
let no one deceive you. He who practices righteousness is righteous, just as He is righteous.
8 He who sins is of the devil, for the devil has sinned from the beginning. For this purpose
the Son of God was manifested, that He might destroy the works of the devil. 9 Whoever has
been born of God does not sin, for His seed remains in him; and he cannot sin, because he
has been born of God. 10 In this the children of God and the children of the devil are
manifest: Whoever does not practice righteousness is not of God, nor is he who does not love
his brother. 11 For this is the message that you heard from the beginning, that we should love
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one another, 12 not as Cain who was of the wicked one and murdered his brother. And why
did he murder him? Because his works were evil and his brother’s righteous. 13 Do not
marvel, my brethren, if the world hates you.

c. Romans 8:15 (NKJV) — 15 For you did not receive the spirit of bondage again to fear, but
you received the Spirit of adoption by whom we cry out, “Abba, Father.”

4. He Set Us On The Road To Heaven – John 14:1-3; John 17:24
a. John 14:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also

in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you.
I go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again
and receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also.

b. John 17:24 (NKJV) — 24 “Father, I desire that they also whom You gave Me may be with
Me where I am, that they may behold My glory which You have given Me; for You loved
Me before the foundation of the world.

D. We Are A Privileged People – The Bible mentions an “inheritance.” Because we are now in the
family of God, we are heirs of God and joint heirs with Jesus Christ, ----Romans 8:17 (NKJV) —
17 and if children, then heirs—heirs of God and joint heirs with Christ, if indeed we suffer with Him,
that we may also be glorified together.
1. We are privileged to partake in truly wonderful blessings. Paul said it this way: “Blessed be the

God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who hath blessed us with all spiritual blessings in
heavenly places in Christ,” Eph. 1:3. 
a. Just take a moment to reflect on some of the wonderful possessions that are ours just because

we are saved by His grace, mercy and love:
(1) We Are  Heirs Of Eternal Life – Titus 3:7, “That being justified by his grace, we

should be made heirs according to the hope of eternal life.”
(2) We Are Heirs Of Salvation - Hebrews 1:14, “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent

forth to minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?”
(3) We Are Heirs Of The Promises Made To Abraham - Galatians 3:29, “And if ye be

Christ's, then are ye Abraham's seed, and heirs according to the promise.” (Ill. Rom.
4:13)
(a) Romans 4:13 (NKJV) — 13 For the promise that he would be the heir of the world

was not to Abraham or to his seed through the law, but through the righteousness of
faith.

(4) We Are Heirs Of Glory - Romans 8:17, “And if children, then heirs; heirs of God, and
joint-heirs with Christ; if so be that we suffer with him, that we may be also glorified
together.”

(5) We Are Heirs Of The Eternal Inheritance - Hebrews 9:15, “And for this cause he is
the mediator of the new testament, that by means of death, for the redemption of the
transgressions that were under the first testament, they which are called might receive the
promise of eternal inheritance.”

2. The list of the things we are heirs to could literally go on and on. 
a. But, these few blessings are enough for us to know that we are a privileged people. 

(1) Here’s the deal, God loved us; Jesus died for us; the Holy Spirit drew us; and God saved
us by His grace. 

b. We could do nothing of ourselves to change our status  and we deserved nothing, yet He
gives us everything when we come to Jesus for salvation! 
(1) Our station in life has been dramatically changed! We could echo the words of David in

Psalm 40:1-3!
(a) Psalm 40:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 I waited patiently for the LORD; And He inclined to me,
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And heard my cry. 2 He also brought me up out of a horrible pit, Out of the miry
clay, And set my feet upon a rock, And established my steps. 3 He has put a new
song in my mouth— Praise to our God; Many will see it and fear, And will trust in
the LORD.

(2) Ill. Once a king asked an assembly of nobles what right they had to claim the lands they
owned. To a man, they stood drew their swords and declared, “We won our lands by the
power of the sword, and we will keep them by the same power.”

c. Well, friends, we are absolutely hopeless and lost in our sins when Jesus came and set us
free. 
(1) Anything we have we owe to Him and to the power of His saving grace.
(2) I am a child of God today, not because I earned it, deserve it or purchased it; but because

He loved me and saved me by grace thru faith, Eph. 2:8-9.
(a) Ephesians 2:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 For by grace you have been saved through faith, and

that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, 9 not of works, lest anyone should boast.

III.  In v. 13a - OUR STATUS IN LIFE HAS BEEN CHANGED - 13 Who hath delivered us from the
power of darkness,
A. The Reality Of  Our Lost Condition – In man’s lost condition, he is under “the power of

darkness.”  That is, he is held captive by a cruel master, who wants nothing less that the soul’s
eternal captivity in death, darkness, sin and hell. 
1. The word “power” has the idea of “authority or jurisdiction.” This horrible condition is described

in detail in Eph. 2:1-3. 
a. Ephesians 2:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and

sins, 2 in which you once walked according to the course of this world, according to the
prince of the power of the air, the spirit who now works in the sons of disobedience, 3 among
whom also we all once conducted ourselves in the lusts of our flesh, fulfilling the desires of
the flesh and of the mind, and were by nature children of wrath, just as the others.

2. Lost men and women are not in control of their own destinies. They are lead about by the whim
of Satan. 
a. As a result, the people trapped in this bondage give their lives to the pursuit of sin and evil

deeds, Gal. 5:19-21; 1 Cor. 6:9-10; Eph. 4:17-19. 
(1) Galatians 5:19–21 (NKJV) — 19 Now the works of the flesh are evident, which are:

adultery, fornication, uncleanness, lewdness, 20 idolatry, sorcery, hatred, contentions,
jealousies, outbursts of wrath, selfish ambitions, dissensions, heresies, 21 envy, murders,
drunkenness, revelries, and the like; of which I tell you beforehand, just as I also told you
in time past, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

(2) 1 Corinthians 6:9–10 (NKJV) — 9 Do you not know that the unrighteous will not
inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived. Neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor
adulterers, nor homosexuals, nor sodomites, 10 nor thieves, nor covetous, nor drunkards,
nor revilers, nor extortioners will inherit the kingdom of God.

(3) Ephesians 4:17–19 (NKJV) — 17 This I say, therefore, and testify in the Lord, that you
should no longer walk as the rest of the Gentiles walk, in the futility of their mind, 18
having their understanding darkened, being alienated from the life of God, because of the
ignorance that is in them, because of the blindness of their heart; 19 who, being past
feeling, have given themselves over to lewdness, to work all uncleanness with
greediness.

b. They are trapped in their sins and they carry out the will of their master the devil.
(1)  Theirs is a hopeless and helpless condition! 
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(2) By the way, regardless of where we may be in our spiritual walk today; there was a time
when we were also trapped in a desperate and lost condition, 1 Cor. 6:11.
(a) 1 Corinthians 6:11 (NKJV) — 11 And such were some of you. But you were

washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus
and by the Spirit of our God.

B. The Reality Of Our Liberated Condition – Against a backdrop of such horror, Paul declares a
glorious truth: he tells us that we have been “delivered” from that awful bondage! 
1. When God saved us by His mighty grace, He broke the bonds that held us and forever set us

free!- and it is of such a freedom that we have tasted, so as to never to want to be in that bondage
again. It is for this reason that the child of God - “DOES NOT WALK IN SIN AND
DARKNESS.”
a. The very word “deliver” tells the tale. 

(1) It means, “to draw to oneself; to rescue; to deliver.” 
b. That is just what the Lord Jesus did for us when He saved us by His grace. 

(1) He reached into our lost situation and drew us to Himself. He rescued us by His power
and He delivered us from our darkness, our bondage, our sentence and our sin. 

(2) He set us free!
2. When God rescued us from darkness, several great things took place. Let me share a few with

you today.
a. We Are  Instantly Delivered – What Jesus did for us was not a gradual thing.

(1) One moment, we were hell bound sinners, the next; we are children of God! 
(a) Salvation is not a process, it is an instantaneous event! 

(2) (Ill. The thief on the cross – Luke 23:39–43 (NKJV) — 39 Then one of the criminals
who were hanged blasphemed Him, saying, “If You are the Christ, save Yourself and
us.” 40 But the other, answering, rebuked him, saying, “Do you not even fear God, seeing
you are under the same condemnation? 41 And we indeed justly, for we receive the due
reward of our deeds; but this Man has done nothing wrong.” 42 Then he said to Jesus,
“Lord, remember me when You come into Your kingdom.” 43 And Jesus said to him,
“Assuredly, I say to you, today you will be with Me in Paradise.”
(a) The Ethiopian Eunuch – Acts 8:37 (NKJV) — 37 Then Philip said, “If you believe

with all your heart, you may.” And he answered and said, “I believe that Jesus Christ
is the Son of God.”

(b) The Philippian Jailer –Acts 16:31–34 (NKJV) — 31 So they said, “Believe on the
Lord Jesus Christ, and you will be saved, you and your household.” 32 Then they
spoke the word of the Lord to him and to all who were in his house. 33 And he took
them the same hour of the night and washed their stripes. And immediately he and
all his family were baptized. 34 Now when he had brought them into his house, he
set food before them; and he rejoiced, having believed in God with all his household.

b. We Are Powerfully Delivered - It is described as a “new birth,” John 3:3, 7. 
(1) John 3:3 (NKJV) — 3 Jesus answered and said to him, “Most assuredly, I say to you,

unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.”
(a) John 3:7 (NKJV) — 7 Do not marvel that I said to you, ‘You must be born again.’

(2) At the instant of salvation, we are made “new creatures,” 2 Cor. 5:17. 
(a) 2 Corinthians 5:17 (NKJV) — 17 Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new

creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new.
(3) The power of the enemy is forever broken and we are set free! Like a mighty Hero, Jesus

entered the dungeon of our sin, incapacitated the enemy and set us free, Luke 4:18; John
8:32.
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(a) Luke 4:18 (NKJV) — 18 “The Spirit of the LORD is upon Me, Because He has
anointed Me To preach the gospel to the poor; He has sent Me to heal the
brokenhearted, To proclaim liberty to the captives And recovery of sight to the blind,
To set at liberty those who are oppressed;

(b) John 8:32 (NKJV) — 32 And you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you
free.”

c. We Are Eternally Delivered – What Jesus does for His people is not a temporary fix; it is
an eternal solution.
(1) Unlike the Sabbath Day rest - which was a weekly 24 hour rest - We will rest from our

labors eternally
(2) Hebrews 4:1–10 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, since a promise remains of entering His rest,

let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it. 2 For indeed the gospel was
preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not profit them, not
being mixed with faith in those who heard it. 3 For we who have believed do enter that
rest, as He has said: “So I swore in My wrath, ‘They shall not enter My rest,’ ” although
the works were finished from the foundation of the world. 4 For He has spoken in a
certain place of the seventh day in this way: “And God rested on the seventh day from
all His works”; 5 and again in this place: “They shall not enter My rest.” 6 Since
therefore it remains that some must enter it, and those to whom it was first preached did
not enter because of disobedience, 7 again He designates a certain day, saying in David,
“Today,” after such a long time, as it has been said: “Today, if you will hear His voice,
Do not harden your hearts.” 8 For if Joshua had given them rest, then He would not
afterward have spoken of another day. 9 There remains therefore a rest for the people
of God. 10 For he who has entered His rest has himself also ceased from his works
as God did from His.

IV. In v. 13b-14 - OUR STANDING IN LIFE HAS BEEN CHANGED - and hath translated us into
the kingdom of his dear Son: 14 In whom we have redemption through his blood, even the
forgiveness of sins:

A. We Have A New Realm – Jesus did not just bring us out of the devil’s kingdom, He brought us into
His Own kingdom!
1. The Bible says that we have been “translated.” 

a. This world means “to transfer; to move from one place to another.” 
b. When Jesus saved us, He transferred us from the kingdom of darkness into the kingdom of

light.
2. In the natural world, there is no such translation from one kingdom into another. 

a. A vegetable never becomes an animal. 
(1) A mineral cannot be transferred into the kingdom of plants. 
(2) There are certain boundaries set in the natural world that are impossible to cross. 

b. But, in the spiritual realm, God, by His mighty, saving power is able to take an old sinner and
transfer him from the kingdom of death and darkness in the kingdom of light and life, John
5:24.
(1) John 5:24 (NKJV) — 24 “Most assuredly, I say to you, he who hears My word and

believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and shall not come into judgment, but
has passed from death into life.

c. He literally moves us from one spiritual realm to another by His grace.
3. We Have A New Ruler – Before, we are under the domain of the devil. 

a. He did not care for us in the least. 
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(1) All he wants is to dishonor the Name of the Lord. 
(2) He wants every one of his subjects to live their lives in darkness and eventually drop off

into Hell. 
(3) He could care less about our peace, our joy, our well being or our salvation. 

b. But, when we came to Jesus and were saved by His grace, we entered into His kingdom. 
(1) When we did, we came under the dominion of One Who loves us more than life itself. 
(2) He gives us everything the old master, the devil would not give and could not give his

subjects. 
(3) Jesus gives us eternal life, hope, salvation, peace and joy. He loves us; He cares about

us; He is ever with us; and He carries us in His heart, Matt. 11:28; 1 Pet. 5:7. 
(a) Matthew 11:28 (NKJV) — 28 Come to Me, all you who labor and are heavy laden,

and I will give you rest.
(b) 1 Peter 5:7 (NKJV) — 7 casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.

V. In Conclusion: 
A. In the 1780s, Ben Franklin and the Duke of Orleans sent up a hot air balloon over France. 

1. As it descended into a farmer's field, people rushed at it with sticks, pitch-forks and clubs. 
2. They attacked it in a frenzy and beat it, certain it was the moon, having fallen to earth.
3. Some people have a hard time with change!

B. Well, the moon hasn’t fallen upon us today; but Heaven sure has showered its blessings upon us!
Paul tells us that all of these glorious changes are possible because of what the Bible says in Verse
14. There, Paul tells us that in Jesus and as members of His kingdom, we have and enjoy:
1. Redemption through His blood – We have been purchased out of the slavery of our sins and

brought into the family of God by grace.
2. Forgiveness of sins – Every evil thing we ever did; every mark that stood against us, has been

forever removed and washed away. 
a. We are as clean in the eyes of God as if sin had never, is not now, or will ever be a part of

our lives! (Ill. Psa. 103:12; Isa. 38:17; 43:25; Jer. 50:20; Micah 7:19; 1 John 1:7)
b. Psalm 103:12 (NKJV) — 12 As far as the east is from the west, So far has He removed our

transgressions from us.
(1) Isaiah 38:17 (NKJV) — 17 Indeed it was for my own peace That I had great bitterness;

But You have lovingly delivered my soul from the pit of corruption, For You have cast
all my sins behind Your back.

(2) Isaiah 43:25 (NKJV) — 25 “I, even I, am He who blots out your transgressions for My
own sake; And I will not remember your sins.

(3) Jeremiah 50:20 (NKJV) — 20 In those days and in that time,” says the LORD, “The
iniquity of Israel shall be sought, but there shall be none; And the sins of Judah, but they
shall not be found; For I will pardon those whom I preserve.

(4) Micah 7:19 (NKJV) — 19 He will again have compassion on us, And will subdue our
iniquities. You will cast all our sins Into the depths of the sea.

(5) 1 John 1:7 (NKJV) — 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all
sin.

3. These things are ours by His grace through faith. 
a. They are the product of the glorious changes for the better that He works out in the lives of

each of His children.
C. But, the question today is this: 

1. Has Jesus made this change in your life?
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2. Have you trusted Him for your soul’s salvation and have you experienced a change in your
station, you status and your standing? 

3. Has Jesus made a difference in your life? 
D. If you have ever truly met Him, then He has. 

1. If there has been no change in your life, then you haven’t met the Jesus of the Bible.
2. And that is a sad situation to be in IF THIS WERE YOUR LAST BREATH and LAST HEART

BEAT!
3. Won’t you no longer delay - but COME TO JESUS NOW!
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