
EVERY CHRISTIAN NEEDS GLADNESS - ACTS 2:41-47

INTRODUCTION 
A. The very first Christians we read about in the New Testament in the book of Acts were people who

were filled with joy and gladness. – ACTS 2:41-47 
B. They were a people who were very appreciative of the fact they had been delivered from their sins,

and they truly desired to come to a full knowledge of God's will.  
C. Yet we see many Christians today who do not appear to have much to rejoice about in their lives.
D. Today we want to study why we as Christians should be glad, rejoicing, and happy.

II. WHY BE GLAD:- BECAUSE OF THE GRACE OF GOD
A. The grace of god that brings salvation

1. TITUS 2:11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all men,
B. We are justified by grace

1. Romans 3:24 being justified freely by His grace through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus,
C. This Grace is - Amazing grace.  

1. Acts 15:11   But we believe that through the grace of the Lord Jesus Christ we shall be saved in
the same manner as they." 

III. WHY BE GLAD - BECAUSE OF THE MERCY OF GOD 
A. We need to be very excited that God choose to extend his mercy and grace to us.  

1. Mercy – the outward manifestation of pity - Vines
B. God's mercy makes his love available to us.  

1. EPH. 2:4 –   But God, who is rich in mercy, because of His great love with which He loved us,
C. If it were not for God's mercy we would not be saved.  

1. TITUS 3:3-7 –  For we ourselves were also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various
lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, hateful and hating one another. 4 But when the
kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man appeared, 5 not by works of righteousness
which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved us, through the washing of
regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, 6 whom He poured out on us abundantly through
Jesus Christ our Savior, 7 that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life. 

D. We have hope only because of God's mercy. 
1. 1 PET. 1:3 –  Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who according to His

abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ
from the dead, 

E. We are the people of God only because of his mercy  
1. 1 PET. 2:10 –  who once were not a people but are now the people of God, who had not obtained

mercy but now have obtained mercy. 
F. Mercy is something God continues to extend to the Christian. 

1. HEB. 4:16  Let us therefore come boldly to the throne of grace, that we may obtain mercy and
find grace to help in time of need. 

IV. WE NEED TO BE GLAD BECAUSE OF THE JUDGMENTS OF GOD
A.  The judgments of God will come upon those who have been our enemies in this life and yet we shall

be justified.
1. PSA. 9:1-8- David had gladness in his heart as he served God.
2. ROM. 2:1-11 – We should be glad to know that the God we serve is no respecter of persons.
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B. Glad that we serve a God who is just.  
1. JN. 5:28-29 – Do not marvel at this; for the hour is coming in which all who are in the graves

will hear His voice 29 and come forth--those who have done good, to the resurrection of life, and
those who have done evil, to the resurrection of condemnation. 

C. Glad that we all will be judged by the same standard – his word.  
1. JN. 12:48  He who rejects Me, and does not receive My words, has that which judges him--the

word that I have spoken will judge him in the last day. 

V. WE MUST BE GLAD BECAUSE OF THE RIGHTEOUSNESS OF GOD
A. We should be glad that the God we serve is a righteous God and worthy of praise and adoration.

1. We should be glad we serve a righteous God and speak of his righteousness all day long just as
David did.  
a. PSA. 35:27-28 –  Let them shout for joy and be glad, Who favor my righteous cause; And

let them say continually, "Let the Lord be magnified, Who has pleasure in the prosperity of
His servant." 28 And my tongue shall speak of Your righteousness And of Your praise all
the day long.

2. The righteousness of God justifies us. 
a. ROM. 3:20-26 –  Therefore by the deeds of the law no flesh will be justified in His sight,

for by the law is the knowledge of sin. 21 But now the righteousness of God apart from the
law is revealed, being witnessed by the Law and the Prophets, 22 even the righteousness of
God, through faith in Jesus Christ, to all and on all who believe. For there is no difference;
23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God, 24 being justified freely by His grace
through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25 whom God set forth as a propitiation by
His blood, through faith, to demonstrate His righteousness, because in His forbearance God
had passed over the sins that were previously committed, 26 to demonstrate at the present
time His righteousness, that He might be just and the justifier of the one who has faith in
Jesus. 

B. As Christians we have chosen to become instruments of righteousness. 
1. ROM. 6:16-19 –  Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves slaves to obey, you are

that one's slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or of obedience leading to
righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of sin, yet you obeyed from
the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And having been set free from
sin, you became slaves of righteousness. 19 I speak in human terms because of the weakness of
your flesh. For just as you presented your members as slaves of uncleanness, and of lawlessness
leading to more lawlessness, so now present your members as slaves of righteousness for
holiness.

C. The man of God gladly follows righteousness.  
1. 1 TIM. 6:11 –  But you, O man of God, flee these things and pursue righteousness, godliness,

faith, love, patience, gentleness. 
D. We will gladly receive the crown of righteousness, just as Paul did.  

1. 2 TIM. 4:6-8 –   For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my
departure is at hand. 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith.
8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge,
will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have loved His appearing.

VI. WE MUST BE GLAD BECAUSE WE CAN WORSHIP OF GOD
A. We should be glad that we have the opportunity without fear of persecution or governmental

interference that we have the freedom and can gather today to worship the only true and living God.
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B. David was glad when it was time to go worship God. 
1. PSA. 122:1 –I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go into the house of the Lord." 
2. How about you?  Do you dread it?  Do you begrudge the time you give to God?  

C. What is the attitude of your heart in regard to worshipping God?  Is it an attitude of gladness?  
1. PSA. 104:33-35 –  I will sing to the Lord as long as I live; I will sing praise to my God while I

have my being. 34 May my meditation be sweet to Him; I will be glad in the Lord. 35 May
sinners be consumed from the earth, And the wicked be no more. Bless the Lord, O my soul!
Praise the Lord! 

2. Are we glad to have the opportunity to worship God in spirit and truth?
a. JN. 4:19-24 –  The woman said to Him, "Sir, I perceive that You are a prophet. 20 Our

fathers worshiped on this mountain, and you Jews say that in Jerusalem is the place where
one ought to worship." 21 Jesus said to her, "Woman, believe Me, the hour is coming when
you will neither on this mountain, nor in Jerusalem, worship the Father. 22 You worship
what you do not know; we know what we worship, for salvation is of the Jews. 23 But the
hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers will worship the Father in spirit and
truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship
Him must worship in spirit and truth." 

3. We need to be glad that salvation is made available to us and we should gladly desire to show
God our love. 
a. ISA. 26:8-9 –  Yes, in the way of Your judgments, O Lord, we have waited for You; The

desire of our soul is for Your name And for the remembrance of You. 9 With my soul I have
desired You in the night, Yes, by my spirit within me I will seek You early; For when Your
judgments are in the earth, The inhabitants of the world will learn righteousness. 

VII. IN CONCLUSION 
A. As Christians we need to be reminded of the song we often sing, "Count your Blessings" and when

we do we will see that we have much to rejoice and be glad about.  
B. If you are not a Christian you can be glad that Jesus loved you 

1. JN. 3:16 - enough to pay the price for your sins.  
2. In the book of Acts we can see the example of those who gladly received the word of truth –

ACTS 2:36-41 – You too can gladly receive this word today.
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