
"Daniel Purposed In His Heart That He Would NOT Defile Himself . . ." - Dan 1:8
Intro:

A. In Hebrews 11 - one might think that you would find men such as Daniel, Shadrach ect — but all
we have is this statement -----
1. 32 And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and

Samson and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: 33 who through faith
subdued kingdoms, worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, 34
quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong,
became valiant in battle, turned to flight the armies of the aliens. 35 Women received their dead
raised to life again. Others were tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a
better resurrection. 36 Still others had trial of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and
imprisonment. 37 They were stoned, they were sawn in two, [k]were tempted, were slain with
the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, being destitute, afflicted,
tormented— 38 of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts and mountains,
in dens and caves of the earth. 39 And all these, having obtained a good testimony through faith,
did not receive the promise, 

2. One might say - what a let down - all that good and you don’t even get a mention .....
a. But our faith is not about the accolades of men but the reward of the words - “Well Done”....

from our Father and Creator - our Savior and Lord - Jesus Christ - His Son.
b. Yes indeed - we have such a wonderful cloud of witnesses that we can imitate and follow -

stepping in the light and walking in Jesus’ footsteps - in obedience, commitment and trust,
B. However, much can be learnt from the book of Daniel - the great doctrinal discourses, the wonderful

stories ect - but today I want to focus of Three Chapter and the lessons of Faith that we can learn and
be encouraged by:
1. Chapter 1 -A lesson in Committed Faith for us all
2. Chapter 6 - A Lesson in Principle Faith 
3. Chapter 3 - A Lesson in Trusting Faith

II. Daniel Chapter 1 - A Committed Faith
A. How Did Daniel Hold To His Commitment?

1.  With politeness and humility- Dan 1:8b, 12
a. Daniel 1:8b ---- therefore he requested of the chief of the eunuchs that he might not defile

himself.
b. Daniel 1:12 ---- 12 “Please test your servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables

to eat and water to drink.
2.  With God's help - Dan 1:9 

a. Daniel 1:9 ---- 9 Now God had brought Daniel into the favor and goodwill of the chief of
the eunuchs.

3.  Through persistence - Dan 1:10-11 
a. Daniel 1:10-11---- 10 And the chief of the eunuchs said to Daniel, “I fear my lord the king,

who has appointed your food and drink. For why should he see your faces looking worse than
the young men who are your age? Then you would endanger my head before the king.” 11
So Daniel said to the steward whom the chief of the eunuchs had set over Daniel, Hananiah,
Mishael, and Azariah,

4.  With Trust In God - Dan 1:12-15 
a. Daniel 1:12-15 ---- 12 “Please test your servants for ten days, and let them give us vegetables

to eat and water to drink.13 “Then let our appearance be examined before you, and the
appearance of the young men who eat the portion of the king’s delicacies; and as you see fit,
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so deal with your servants.” 14 So he consented with them in this matter, and tested them ten
days.15 And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in flesh than all
the young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.

5.  With the help of others - Dan 1:13
a. Daniel 1:13 “Then let our appearance be examined before you, and the appearance of the

young men who eat the portion of the king’s delicacies; and as you see fit, so deal with your
servants.” 

B. The Value Of Such Purpose & Faith Seen In The Results...
1. It affected the lives of others! - Dan 1:15-16 

a. Daniel 1:15-16 ---- 15 And at the end of ten days their features appeared better and fatter in
flesh than all the young men who ate the portion of the king’s delicacies.16 Thus the steward
took away their portion of delicacies and the wine that they were to drink, and gave them
vegetables.

2. God blessed Daniel and his friends! - Dan 1:17-20 
a. Daniel 1:17-20 ---- 17 As for these four young men, God gave them knowledge and skill in

all literature and wisdom; and Daniel had understanding in all visions and dreams.18 Now
at the end of the days, when the king had said that they should be brought in, the chief of the
eunuchs brought them in before Nebuchadnezzar.19 Then the king interviewed them, and
among them all none was found like Daniel, Hananiah, Mishael, and Azariah; therefore they
served before the king.20 And in all matters of wisdom and understanding about which the
king examined them, he found them ten times better than all the magicians and astrologers
who were in all his realm.

3. Daniel continued in the court seventy years! - Dan 1:21 
a. Daniel 1:21 ---- 21 Thus Daniel continued until the first year of King Cyrus.

4. Laid a foundation for the future – 5:11,12; 6:3-5,10
a. Daniel 5:11-12 ---- 11 “There is a man in your kingdom in whom is the Spirit of the Holy

God. And in the days of your father, light and understanding and wisdom, like the wisdom
of the gods, were found in him; and King Nebuchadnezzar your father —your father the
king—made him chief of the magicians, astrologers, Chaldeans, and soothsayers.12
“Inasmuch as an excellent spirit, knowledge, understanding, interpreting dreams, solving
riddles, and explaining enigmas were found in this Daniel, whom the king named
Belteshazzar, now let Daniel be called, and he will give the interpretation.”

b. Daniel 6:3-5,10 ---- 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and
satraps, because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over
the whole realm.4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel
concerning the kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor
was there any error or fault found in him.5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any
charge against this Daniel unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”

c. Vrs 10 Now when Daniel knew that the writing was signed, he went home. And in his upper
room, with his windows open toward Jerusalem, he knelt down on his knees three times that
day, and prayed and gave thanks before his God, as was his custom since early days.

C. Observations and Lessons for Us to Learn - We Must Be A People of Purpose and Commitment!
1. Not to be defiled by things of the world! – 2 Cor 6:14-7:1; Heb 12:15; Jude 1:23 

a. 2 Corinthians 6:14-7:1 ---- 14 Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For
what fellowship has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with
darkness?15 And what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an
unbeliever?16 And what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple
of the living God. As God has said: “I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be
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their God, And they shall be My people.” 17 Therefore “Come out from among them And
be separate, says the Lord. Do not touch what is unclean, And I will receive you.” 18 “I will
be a Father to you, And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty.” vrs
1. Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all filthiness of
the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God. 

b. Hebrews 12:15 ---- 15 looking carefully lest anyone fall short of the grace of God; lest any
root of bitterness springing up cause trouble, and by this many become defiled;

c. Jude 23 ---- 23 but others save with fear, pulling them out of the fire, hating even the
garment defiled by the flesh.

2. To seek the kingdom of God & His Righteousness! – Mat 6:33 
a. Matthew 6:33 ---- 33 “But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and all

these things shall be added to you.
3. To be spiritually minded – not fleshly minded! – Rom 8:1,2,5-9,12-14 

a. Romans 8:1-2 ----  There is therefore now no condemnation to those who are in Christ Jesus,
who do not walk according to the flesh, but according to the Spirit.2 For the law of the Spirit
of life in Christ Jesus has made me free from the law of sin and death.

b. Romans 8:5-9 ---- 5 For those who live according to the flesh set their minds on the things
of the flesh, but those who live according to the Spirit, the things of the Spirit.6 For to be
carnally minded is death, but to be spiritually minded is life and peace.7 Because the carnal
mind is enmity against God; for it is not subject to the law of God, nor indeed can be.8 So
then, those who are in the flesh cannot please God.9 But you are not in the flesh but in the
Spirit, if indeed the Spirit of God dwells in you. Now if anyone does not have the Spirit of
Christ, he is not His.

c. Romans 8:12-14 ---- 12 Therefore, brethren, we are debtors—not to the flesh, to live
according to the flesh.13 For if you live according to the flesh you will die; but if by the
Spirit you put to death the deeds of the body, you will live.14 For as many as are led by the
Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

4. Without being abrasive – Tit 3:2
a. Titus 3:2 ---- 2 to speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all

men.

III.  Daniel Chapter 6 - A Principled Faith - Daniel Was A Man Of Principle 
A. He Refused To Compromise His Convictions...

1. Refused to eat the king's meat or drink his wine -   Dan 1:8
2. Refused the gifts of Belshazzar - Dan 5:13-17
3. Under the threat of persecution, by refusing to obey the decree of Darius - Dan 6:10

B. Daniel was hated by his enemies - Dan 6:3-5
1. Daniel 6:3-5 ---- 3 Then this Daniel distinguished himself above the governors and satraps,

because an excellent spirit was in him; and the king gave thought to setting him over the whole
realm.4 So the governors and satraps sought to find some charge against Daniel concerning the
kingdom; but they could find no charge or fault, because he was faithful; nor was there any error
or fault found in him.5 Then these men said, “We shall not find any charge against this Daniel
unless we find it against him concerning the law of his God.”

2. Daniel’s uncompromising spirit was used against him - Dan 6:5-13
3. In the end – Daniel’s uncompromising spirit brought him respect - Dan 6:14-28

C. Lessons and Observations - We Too Must Refuse To Compromise Our Convictions...
1. Moral purity – Gen 39:9-12; 1Co 6:18; Eph. 5:1-12; Rom 14:23; Ps 15:1-5

a. Psalm 15:1-5 ---- 1 LORD, who may abide in Your tabernacle? Who may dwell in Your holy
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hill? 2 He who walks uprightly, And works righteousness, And speaks the truth in his heart;
3 He who does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his neighbor, Nor does he take
up a reproach against his friend; 4 In whose eyes a vile person is despised, But he honors
those who fear the Lord; He who swears to his own hurt and does not change; 5 He who does
not put out his money at usury, Nor does he take a bribe against the innocent. He who does
these things shall never be moved.

b. 1 Corinthians 6:18 ---- 18 Flee sexual immorality. Every sin that a man does is outside the
body, but he who commits sexual immorality sins against his own body.

2. Doctrinal soundness – 1 Tim 4:16; 6:3; 2 Tim 1:13; Titus 2:6-10; 2 John 1:9
a. Titus 2:6-10 ---- 6 Likewise exhort the young men to be sober-minded,7 in all things

showing yourself to be a pattern of good works; in doctrine showing integrity, reverence,
incorruptibility,8 sound speech that cannot be condemned, that one who is an opponent may
be ashamed, having nothing evil to say of you.9 Exhort bondservants to be obedient to their
own masters, to be well pleasing in all things, not answering back,10 not pilfering, but
showing all good fidelity, that they may adorn the doctrine of God our Savior in all things.

3. Scriptural worship – Jn 4:24; Eph 5:19
a. John 4:24 ---- 24 “God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and

truth.”
4. Serving the Lord – Col 3:17; Rom 12:11; Mat 6:33; Heb 10:24,25

a. Romans 12:11 ---- 11 not lagging in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
5. Even if we suffer for it - 1 Peter 4:12-19

a. 1 Peter 4:16-17 ---- 16 Yet if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not be ashamed, but let
him glorify God in this matter.17 For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house
of God; and if it begins with us first, what will be the end of those who do not obey the
gospel of God?

b. Many may ridicule you - but inwardly they wish they had the same intestinal fortitude!!
c. And when they need someone that can be trusted, and depended upon to carry through with

an assigned task, who do you think they will turn to?

IV. Daniel Chapter 3 - A Trusting Faith - No Compromise in Faith - They Trusted in Their God!
A. Faith in the Power and Will of God -

1. Daniel 3:16-18 (NKJV) - 17 If that is the case, our God whom we serve is able to deliver us
from the burning fiery furnace, and He will deliver us from your hand, O king.  18 But if not, let
it be known to you, O king, that we do not serve your gods, nor will we worship the gold image
which you have set up." 

B. For we KNOW that God will do what He has said!! – (Rom. 4:19-21; Acts 27:25; 2 Tim 1:12; Gal
1:6-9)
1. Romans 4:19-21 - 19 And not being weak in faith, he did not consider his own body, already

dead (since he was about a hundred years old), and the deadness of Sarah’s womb.20 He did not
waver at the promise of God through unbelief, but was strengthened in faith, giving glory to
God,21 and being fully convinced that what He had promised He was also able to perform.

2. Acts 27:25 - 25 “Therefore take heart, men, for I believe God that it will be just as it was told
me.

C. Therefore those who trust the Lord will keep pure - (1 John 3:3; 2 Cor 7:1; 2 Pet 3:14)
1. 1 John 3:3 - 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is pure.

2. 2 Corinthians 7:1 - Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from
all filthiness of the flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

3. 2 Peter 3:14 - 14 Therefore, beloved, looking forward to these things, be diligent to be found by
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Him in peace, without spot and blameless;1

D. How can we be prepared to resist compromise if we are NOT GROUNDED in the word of God? -
(Rom 10:17; Hos 4:6)
1. Romans 10:17 - 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of God.
2. Hosea 4:6 - 6 My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge.  Because you have rejected

knowledge,  I also will reject you from being priest for Me;  Because you have forgotten the law
of your God,  I also will forget your children. 

E. They Had Experienced Previous Victories over Tempations:
1. They had refused to defile themselves with the kings food – thus God blessed them - Dan. 1:8-

20
2. Those who are faithful in little matters will be faithful in larger matters – (Luke 16:10,11;

19:17; Mat 25:21)
a. Luke 16:10-11 - 10 “He who is faithful in what is least is faithful also in much; and he who

is unjust in what is least is unjust also in much.11 “Therefore if you have not been faithful
in the unrighteous mammon, who will commit to your trust the true riches?

b. Luke 19:17 - 17 “And he said to him, ‘Well done, good servant; because you were faithful
in a very little, have authority over ten cities.’1

c. Matthew 25:21 - 21 “His lord said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful servant; you were
faithful over a few things, I will make you ruler over many things. Enter into the joy of your
lord.’

F. Lessons and Observations - How can I face the big battles if I have failed to be victorious in the
smaller ones? (Jer. 12:5)
1. Jeremiah 12:5 - 5 “If you have run with the footmen, and they have wearied you,  Then how can

you contend with horses?  And if in the land of peace,  In which you trusted, they wearied you,
Then how will you do in the flood plain of the Jordan?

G. Trials will come!! 
1. Young people need to begin now to develop a strong faith in God!

V. Conclusion: Was it worth it For those of Old - YES - It was All Worth It!
A. Notice the result of Shadrach, Meshach, and Abed-Nego’s refusal to compromise – (Dan 3:24-30)

1. Saved by the Lord – (24,25)
2. Convinced Nebuchadnezzar – (26-29) 
3. Exalted by Nebuchadnezzar – (30) 

B. The faithful will receive the crown of life – (Rev 2:10)
1. Like Paul – if we fight the good fight, finish the race, and keep the faith – (2 Tim 4:6-8)

a. 2 Timothy 4:6-8 -6 For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of
my departure is at hand.7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept
the faith.8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the
righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also to all who have
loved His appearing.

2. Eternal life if we patiently continue in doing good – seeking for glory, honor & immortality –
(Rom 2:7)
a. Romans 2:7 - 7 eternal life to those who by patient continuance in doing good seek for glory,

honor, and immortality
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