
 EPITAPHS FROM THE WORD OF GOD - Epitaph – An Inscription On A Tomb In
Memory Of A Dead Person.

Intro:
A. Life Is A Vapor. James 4:14; Job 14:1-2

1. James 4:14 (NKJV) — 14 whereas you do not know what will happen tomorrow. For what is
your life? It is even a vapor that appears for a little time and then vanishes away.

2. Job 14:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 “Man who is born of woman Is of few days and full of trouble. 2 He
comes forth like a flower and fades away; He flees like a shadow and does not continue.

B. Death Is Sure And Judgment Is Certain. Heb. 9:27
1. Hebrews 9:27 (NKJV) — 27 And as it is appointed for men to die once, but after this the

judgment,
C. THE By And By Depends On THE How And Now.

II. THE OLD CUSTOM OF EPITAPHS.
A. THE Tombstone Contained Some Verse Of Hope.

1. Example - Found written on a tombstone for a Baby Sister Who Was Buried In 1941 - Had This
Written On Her Tombstone: I Budded On Earth To Bloom In Heaven.

2. The tombstone of John Taylor:
a. Born: Feb. 20, 1807
b. Died Feb. 19, 1885
c. Mary M. wife of John Taylor

(1) Born Jul. 27, 1808
(2) Died Jan. 11, 1868

d. In great poverty and through bitter persecution John Taylor Preached the Gospel in Ala. and
Miss. from 1830 to the time of his death. This stone is erected by his brethren of the Lord as
a token of their appreciateion of his labors as a Father and Minister in the Church of Christ

3.  One more item worthy of note is the tombstone of William Rogers at the Cane Ridge
meetinghouse near Paris, Kentucky. It simply reads:
a. William Rogers
b. Born In Campbell Co., VA. July 7, 1784, Removed With His Father To Caine Ridge,

Bourbon Co., Apr. 1798
(1) United With The Church Of Christ At Caine Ridge In 1807

c. Died Feb. 15, 1862
(1) In The 78th Year Of His Age
(2) What is noteworthy of these two tombstones is the fact that during their time here on

earth:
(3) At the time William Rogers was “united with the church of Christ at Caine Ridge,” and

John Taylor was preaching the Gospel in the churches of Christ - Alexander Campbell
was but a young man in his teens, still living in Ireland.
(a) He only arrived in the USA in 1807 with his father.

4. Today Tombstones Contain Only Names And Dates.
a. I had the privilege this past trip to go to the place where Leah Mosby was finally laid to rest.
b. My mom had her ashes scattered in the Indian Ocean at Port Edward’s splash rock - a funny

thing that the wind blew up and my dad’s face and body was covered with the ash.
(1) I have no idea where my father’s ashes were scattered - it was a tense funeral and time

during his final days here on earth.
(2) Sad as it is - there is no marker or tombstone for either of my parents - just a brick in the

walkway of the Berea Hospice - noting that my mother served even in pain and suffering.
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III. SOME GOOD EPITAPHS - that we all would want written on our tombstones.
A. HE/SHE Went About Doing Good. Acts 10:38; Gal. 6:10

1. Acts 10:38 (NKJV) — 38 how God anointed Jesus of Nazareth with the Holy Spirit and with
power, who went about doing good and healing all who were oppressed by the devil, for God
was with Him.

2. Galatians 6:10 (NKJV) — 10 Therefore, as we have opportunity, let us do good to all, especially
to those who are of the household of faith.

B. HE/SHE Was Full Of Good Works. Acts 9:36; Titus 3:1  
1. Acts 9:36 (NKJV) — 36 At Joppa there was a certain disciple named Tabitha, which is

translated Dorcas. This woman was full of good works and charitable deeds which she did.
2. Titus 3:1 (NKJV) — 1 Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready

for every good work,
3. Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work,

C. HE/SHE Walked With God. Gen. 5:24; Heb.11:5 
1. Genesis 5:24 (NKJV) — 24 And Enoch walked with God; and he was not, for God took him.
2. Hebrews 11:5 (NKJV) — 5 By faith Enoch was taken away so that he did not see death, “and

was not found, because God had taken him”; for before he was taken he had this testimony, that
he pleased God.
a. By faith Enoch was taken away so that HE did not see death,

D. HE/SHE Being Dead Yet Speaketh. Heb.11:4
1. By faith Abel offered to God a more excellent sacrifice than Cain, through which HE obtained

witness that HE was righteous, God testifying of his gifts; and through it HE being dead still
speaks.

E. HE/SHE Is Asleep In Jesus. 1Cor.15:16-18  Rom1:4 
1. 1 Corinthians 15:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not risen. 17

And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then also those who
have fallen asleep in Christ have perished.

2. Romans 1:4 (NKJV) — 4 and declared to be the Son of God with power according to the Spirit
of holiness, by the resurrection from the dead.

F. HE/SHE Gladly Received His Word. Acts 2:41
1. Acts 2:41 (NKJV) — 41 Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day

about three thousand souls were added to them.
G. HE/SHE Preached Unto Him Jesus. Acts 8:35

1. Acts 8:35 (NKJV) — 35 Then Philip opened his mouth, and beginning at this Scripture,
preached Jesus to him.

H. HE/SHE Declared THE Whole Counsel Of God. Acts 20:26-27
1. Acts 20:26–27 (NKJV) — 26 Therefore I testify to you this day that I am innocent of the blood

of all men. 27 For I have not shunned to declare to you the whole counsel of God.
I. HE/SHE Believed and Trusted God. James 2:29. 

1. James 2:26 (NKJV) — 26 For as the body without the spirit is dead, so faith without works is
dead also.

IV. SOME BAD EPITAPHS.- this is something that we would not like to hear or written about us after
we depart.

A. God Never Knew Him/Her. Matt. 7:21-23
1. Matthew 7:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the

kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say to Me
in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in Your name,
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and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you;
depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’

B. HE/SHE Obeyed Not THE Gospel. 2Thess. 1:7-9
1. 2 Thessalonians 1:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 and to give you who are troubled rest with us when the

Lord Jesus is revealed from heaven with His mighty angels, 8 in flaming fire taking vengeance
on those who do not know God, and on those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus
Christ. 9 These shall be punished with everlasting destruction from the presence of the Lord and
from the glory of His power,

C. In HELL HE/SHE Lift Up His/Her Eyes. Luke 16:23
1. Luke 16:23 (NKJV) — 23 And being in torments in Hades, he lifted up his eyes and saw

Abraham afar off, and Lazarus in his bosom.
D. HE/SHE Loved This Present World. 2Tim. 4:10

1. 2 Timothy 4:10 (NKJV) — 10 for Demas has forsaken me, having loved this present world, and
has departed for Thessalonica—Crescens for Galatia, Titus for Dalmatia.

E. HE/SHE Made Shipwreck Of THE Faith. 1Tim. 1:19 
1. 1 Timothy 1:19 (NKJV) — 19 having faith and a good conscience, which some having rejected,

concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck,
F. HE/SHE Forsook THE  Right Way. 2 Pet. 2:15

1. 2 Peter 2:15 (NKJV) — 15 They have forsaken the right way and gone astray, following the way
of Balaam the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness;

G. HE/SHE Sinned Willfully. Heb.10:26
1. Hebrews 10:26 (NKJV) — 26 For if we sin willfully after we have received the knowledge of

the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins,
H. HE/SHE Worshiped In Vain. Matt. 15:8-9

1. Matthew 15:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 ‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me
with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as
doctrines the commandments of men.’ ”

I. HE/SHE Betrayed Jesus. Matt. 26:25; Matt. 27:4   
1. Matthew 26:25 (NKJV) — 25 Then Judas, who was betraying Him, answered and said, “Rabbi,

is it I?” He said to him, “You have said it.”
2. Matthew 27:4 (NKJV) — 4 saying, “I have sinned by betraying innocent blood.” And they said,

“What is that to us? You see to it!”
J. HE/SHE Left His First Love. Rev. 2:4

1. Revelation 2:4 (NKJV) — 4 Nevertheless I have this against you, that you have left your first
love.

V. IN CONCLUSION:
A. What Will Be Your Epitaph?

1. HE/SHE Kept THE Faith. 2Tim.4:7
a. 2 Timothy 4:7 (NKJV) — 7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have

kept the faith.
2. Or - HE/SHE Never Knew God. Matt. 7:21-23

a. Matthew 7:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter
the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22 Many will say
to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name, cast out demons in
Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then I will declare to them, ‘I
never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice lawlessness!’
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