
DESTRUCTION OF ONE'S FAITH
Hebrews 6:4–8 (NKJV) — 4 For it is impossible for those who were once enlightened, and have tasted
the heavenly gift, and have become partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5 and have tasted the good word of God

and the powers of the age to come, 6 if they fall away, to renew them again to repentance, since they
crucify again for themselves the Son of God, and put Him to an open shame. 7 For the earth which

drinks in the rain that often comes upon it, and bears herbs useful for those by whom it is cultivated,
receives blessing from God; 8 but if it bears thorns and briers, it is rejected and near to being cursed,

whose end is to be burned.
Intro.

A. This past weekend saw a series of deadly tornadoes touch down in 5 states across the Mid-West of
the USA.   One such tornado stayed on the ground for 227 miles - a once in a lifetime event for
many.   What we have noticed is the great path of destruction - from small towns that were never
heard of wiped completely off the map.
1. I mention this for one reason and one reason only - and that is many folks went to bed or

continued about with their daily chores like every other day - and in a a flash of a moment
everything they knew, loved and possessed was gone. 

2. One simple cried as she said - the town I grew up in as a little child is gone.
a. Nature can be cruel, what took a lifetime to accumulate, was destroyed in a single act.

B. Now, from this illustration and tragic event I want to make some powerful observations - all of us
have known people who have given up their faith.
1. But, unlike this storm - such did not happen in a flash of a moment.
2. In so many ways - what had been a life long accumulation of teaching, training, prayers and

devotion - is destroyed by the great deceiver and destroyer of mens souls - our enemy Satan and
his angels.

C. There are multiple causes which lead people away from faithfulness.
1. But, just as with this storms from Friday night - there was one that stood out above all the others.

D. If we could identify some of those causes, it would:
1. Enable us to assist in restoring people to their faith; 
2. Strengthen us so that we will not fall from our own steadfastness.
3. In such a way - every aspect of what happened in these deadly storms Friday night, as analyzed,

processed and discussed as to what could have been done different - and what can be done to
prevent this from happening again.
a. Now, let me just state for the record - man does not have the power nor the means to control

the weather - but we can learn from mistakes and warning signs - to better prepare us for
when the storms do come.

E. Yes indeed, “Satan is a sly old fox” (as I used to sing in our children’s bible classes growing up) -
he does not come roaring in like a tornado - but draws us away “one little step at a time”.
1. Let us now study some of the things that we can take note of - that leads to the destruction of

ones faith and eternal destruction of one’s soul if they are not rescued.

I. WE LIST SOME OF THE CAUSES THAT DESTROY A PERSON'S FAITH.
A. Personal characteristics often lead people astray.

1. Pride. - I start with this because I personally believe that this was the very first sin that Satan was
involved in before the creation of the world.
a. One sins and is unwilling to repent or change his evil ways.

(1) In many ways, the pride that is in the heart of one - tries to justify, nullify and reject any
suggestion that what has been done is actually sin.
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(2) The one who does not acknowledge that sin is present in their lives - will not repent!
(a) In many cases they will get extremely mad when those who love them = try in love

to correct them.
(b) Such is the nature of PRIDE!

b. In some cases one is given too much responsibility or authority and it destroys him/her. 1
Tim. 3:6.
(1) Here in this passage - one of the characteristics of selecting good eleders mentions this

danger - 1 Timothy 3:6 (NKJV) — 6 not a novice, lest being puffed up with pride he fall
into the same condemnation as the devil.

(2) We have seen men in humility accept the nomination, only to become full of pride and
in many ways a completely different person to those who knew him before.
(a) Whole congregations have been destroyed by such - some being led into destruction

by following unscriptural practices.
(b) Let me state for the record here that this occurs also to gospel preachers, or to any

member who has a great influence over others in leadership.
(c) King Saul of the O.T. is a perfect example of this.

c. Consider Prov. 11:2; Rom. 12:3
(1) Proverbs 11:2 (NKJV) — 2 When pride comes, then comes shame; But with the humble

is wisdom.
(2) Romans 12:3 (NKJV) — 3 For I say, through the grace given to me, to everyone who

is among you, not to think of himself more highly than he ought to think, but to think
soberly, as God has dealt to each one a measure of faith.

(3) Along with pride comes the second consideration.
2. Stubbornness. - I’m not stubborn - I’m just set in my ways and I can’t be moved ---- REALLY!

a. Some just flat out refuse will not turn from their stubborn ways. Judges 2:19; 1 Sam. 15:23
(1) Judges 2:19 (NKJV) — 19 And it came to pass, when the judge was dead, that they

reverted and behaved more corruptly than their fathers, by following other gods, to serve
them and bow down to them. They did not cease from their own doings nor from their
stubborn way.
(a) The cycle of the Judges is filled with this behavior.

(2) 1 Samuel 15:23 (NKJV) — 23 For rebellion is as the sin of witchcraft, And stubbornness
is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the LORD, He also has
rejected you from being king.”
(a) “WE NEED TO CALL A SPADE A SPADE” - this behavior is SIN.

b. All human beings seem to have a dose of stubbornness but some have the full bottle.
(1) When it comes to TRUTH and GOD’S WORD - we must stubbornly stand firm in the

OLD PATHS. 
3. Worldly Ambition. - I listened to a radio broadcast on one of my many long trips, in which the

speaker was talking about top Music Artists gave up their “Christian faith” to become famous. 
The speaker talked about how many climbed the stepway of fame - by accepting and become part
of the church of Satan and the Santanic cult. 
a. It was a problem among the disciples: Luke 22:24-27

(1) Luke 22:24–27 (NKJV) — 24 Now there was also a dispute among them, as to which
of them should be considered the greatest. 25 And He said to them, “The kings of the
Gentiles exercise lordship over them, and those who exercise authority over them are
called ‘benefactors.’ 26 But not so among you; on the contrary, he who is greatest among
you, let him be as the younger, and he who governs as he who serves. 27 For who is
greater, he who sits at the table, or he who serves? Is it not he who sits at the table? Yet
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I am among you as the One who serves.
b. Being a Christian often conflicts with one's worldly desires and goals.

(1) What starts out as a gentle breeze comes in as a tornado.
(2) Often we do not even recognize that this is the corruption that is taking part in our lives.

c. Worldly ambition can crowd out our spiritual activities and concerns.
(1) When the LORD said - “YOU CAN NOT SERVE TWO MASTERS ....” - who are we

to say - “Just watch, I’ll show you it can be done?”
(2) This goes right back to the very first attribute we discussed here - “PRIDE”

d. The carnal mind is enmity against God.
4. Greed. - to catch a baboon or monkey in Africa - one must appeal to this very attribute.   The

hunter will find a large ant hill, scoop out the inside thru a very small hole and place the bait
inside.   The baboon/monkey will force his hand thru the tiny opening grab the bait in his fisted
hand but now can not get his hand out the tiny hole.  Instead of letting go of the great handful,
he will be captured and killed because the handful was better than a little bit at a time.
a. In many ways this is exactly us - we would rather sacrifice all now for the lump sum, rather

than work gaining a little at a time - without sacrificing our soul. 
b. Remember Judas, and Ananias and Sapphira.
c. One who is greedy for money cannot be an elder. 1 Tim. 3:3; 1 Pet. 5:2

(1) 1 Timothy 3:3 (NKJV) — 3 not given to wine, not violent, not greedy for money, but
gentle, not quarrelsome, not covetous;

(2) 1 Peter 5:2 (NKJV) — 2 Shepherd the flock of God which is among you, serving as
overseers, not by compulsion but willingly, not for dishonest gain but eagerly;

B. Personal Experiences.
1. Tragedy.

a. There is a certain amount of tragedy in everyone’s life. Ecclesiastes 7:14 (NKJV) — 14 In
the day of prosperity be joyful, But in the day of adversity consider: Surely God has
appointed the one as well as the other, So that man can find out nothing that will come after
him.
(1) Although it occurs in everyone’s life, some cannot deal with it when it hits them.
(2) I have known families that were ripped apart, and I have known families who have grown

closer and stronger together.
b. They lose health, wealth, a loved one, etc., and blame God.

(1) There was a certain preacher whose wife died, leaving him with four children to raise.
(a) He said he was tempted to blame God and, thus, turn from God.
(b) However, he overcame, later remarried, and continues to preach the gospel to this

day.
(2) Don’t let tragedy make us bitter and angry - let it be a building block to lead others to

Christ.
(a) “He can not come back to me - but I will go to be with Him.” - was King David’s

lesson to us.
c. I can not think of a better attitude to have than that of JOB - After Job had lost all, he said,

“The Lord gave, and the Lord has taken away, blessed be the name of the Lord.” Job 1:21
d. No matter how hard the trial, we can overcome. 1 Corinthians 10:13 (NKJV) — 13 No

temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is faithful, who will
not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will also
make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it.
(1) Let us never turn from God when tragedy strikes, but turn to God
(2) Never allow the pain and hurt to replace the love that is in your heart with attitudes that
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are ungodly and sinful. 
2. Relationships with fellow Christians.

a. Some Christians are trying, aggravating, hard to get along with, etc.
(1) Paul spoke of “false” brethren. 2 Cor. 11:26

(a) 2 Corinthians 11:26 (NKJV) — 26 in journeys often, in perils of waters, in perils
of robbers, in perils of my own countrymen, in perils of the Gentiles, in perils in the
city, in perils in the wilderness, in perils in the sea, in perils among false brethren;

(2) Some hated Paul and wanted to add affliction to his bonds. Phil. 1:16
(a) Philippians 1:16 (NKJV) — 16 The former preach Christ from selfish ambition,

not sincerely, supposing to add affliction to my chains;
b. Let us not become angry at what people say or do, but do our best to love all, even those who

are bitterly opposed to us. Matthew 5:43-48.
(1) Matthew 5:43–48 (NKJV) — 43 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your

neighbor and hate your enemy.’ 44 But I say to you, love your enemies, bless those who
curse you, do good to those who hate you, and pray for those who spitefully use you and
persecute you, 45 that you may be sons of your Father in heaven; for He makes His sun
rise on the evil and on the good, and sends rain on the just and on the unjust. 46 For if
you love those who love you, what reward have you? Do not even the tax collectors do
the same? 47 And if you greet your brethren only, what do you do more than others? Do
not even the tax collectors do so? 48 Therefore you shall be perfect, just as your Father
in heaven is perfect.

c. Let us never retaliate and use the same tactics they use. Psalm 15:3.
(1) Psalm 15:3 (NKJV) — 3 He who does not backbite with his tongue, Nor does evil to his

neighbor, Nor does he take up a reproach against his friend;
3. Relationships with family.

a. Family should be an influence for good; however, this is certainly not always the case.
(1) Micah showed that some relatives are not to be trusted. Micah 7:5-6

(a) Micah 7:5–6 (NKJV) — 5 Do not trust in a friend; Do not put your confidence in
a companion; Guard the doors of your mouth From her who lies in your bosom. 6
For son dishonors father, Daughter rises against her mother, Daughter-in-law against
her mother-in-law; A man’s enemies are the men of his own household.

(2) As Micah did, we can always trust the Lord. Micah 7:7
(a) Micah 7:7 (NKJV) — 7 Therefore I will look to the LORD; I will wait for the God

of my salvation; My God will hear me.
(b) Psalm 118:8 (NKJV) — 8 It is better to trust in the LORD Than to put confidence

in man.
b. Relatives can be one of the strongest determining factors in keeping one’s faith or giving up

one’s faith.
c. Whether others remain faithful or not, let us always do what God requires of us. Col. 3:18-21

(1) Colossians 3:18–21 (NKJV) — 18 Wives, submit to your own husbands, as is fitting in
the Lord. 19 Husbands, love your wives and do not be bitter toward them. 20 Children,
obey your parents in all things, for this is well pleasing to the Lord. 21 Fathers, do not
provoke your children, lest they become discouraged.

4. False teachers.
a. The apostles warned us of false teachers. 2 Pet. 2:1

(1) 2 Peter 2:1 (NKJV) — 1 But there were also false prophets among the people, even as
there will be false teachers among you, who will secretly bring in destructive heresies,
even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on themselves swift destruction.
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b. Some preachers have great influence and power.
(1) Some can be “church bosses.” 3 John 9 (NKJV) — 9 I wrote to the church, but

Diotrephes, who loves to have the preeminence among them, does not receive us.
(2) Some become fascinated with and begin to teach "unusual" theories.

c. Often, when a false teacher is exposed, some become discouraged and give up their faith.
(1) We should put our faith in the message, not in the messenger. 
(2) Let us continue to strive for the faith of the gospel. Phil. 1:27

(a) Philippians 1:27 (NKJV) — 27 Only let your conduct be worthy of the gospel of
Christ, so that whether I come and see you or am absent, I may hear of your affairs,
that you stand fast in one spirit, with one mind striving together for the faith of the
gospel,

5. Worldliness.
a. Worldliness appears in many different packages.

(1) It can range from attraction to materialism to the vilest of sins.
b. When one’s desires for the world outweigh his desires to please God, he will self-destruct

spiritually.
(1) It is not the ship in the water, but the water in the ship that causes it to sink. Likewise,

it not the Christian in the world, but the world in the Christian that destroys him.
(2) Anyone who turns back to the world is not fit for the kingdom of God.
(3) Anyone who is the friend of the world is the enemy of God. James 4:4

(a) James 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that
friendship with the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a
friend of the world makes himself an enemy of God.

(4) We have escaped the pollutions of the world. Let us not be again entangled in them. 2
Pet. 2:20; Gal. 5:1
(a) 2 Peter 2:20 (NKJV) — 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the

world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning.

(b) Galatians 5:1 (NKJV) — 1 Stand fast therefore in the liberty by which Christ has
made us free, and do not be entangled again with a yoke of bondage.

6. Fail to trust the promises of God. ---- Hebrews 3:17–4:2 (NKJV) — 17 Now with whom was
He angry forty years? Was it not with those who sinned, whose corpses fell in the wilderness?
18 And to whom did He swear that they would not enter His rest, but to those who did not obey?
19 So we see that they could not enter in because of unbelief. 1 Therefore, since a promise
remains of entering His rest, let us fear lest any of you seem to have come short of it. 2 For
indeed the gospel was preached to us as well as to them; but the word which they heard did not
profit them, not being mixed with faith in those who heard it.
a. That generation died in the wilderness because they failed to trust God’s promises.

(1) God had promised He would give them the land.
(2) Instead of believing God, they believed ten evil spies.

b. God has given us exceeding great and precious promises.
(1) Let us fully and completely put our trust in His promises. Let us never be moved away

from the hope of the gospel. Col. 1:23
(a) Colossians 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and

steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard,
which was preached to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a
minister.
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II. In Conclusion.
A. As we have seen, one’s faith can be destroyed for a multitude of reasons.

1. Certainly, there is and never would be a legitimate reason for losing one’s faith.
2. But, like the storms that destroyed some many lives and property - many did not heed the

warning signs.
B. The consequence of the destruction of one’s faith is the destruction of one’s soul.

1. Let us be on guard. 1 Corinthians 16:13 (NKJV) — 13 Watch, stand fast in the faith, be brave,
be strong.

2. Paul goes on to give final instructions to the Corinthian brethren 
a. 1 Corinthians 16:14–18 (NKJV) — 14 Let all that you do be done with love. 15 I urge you,

brethren—you know the household of Stephanas, that it is the firstfruits of Achaia, and that
they have devoted themselves to the ministry of the saints—16 that you also submit to such,
and to everyone who works and labors with us. 17 I am glad about the coming of Stephanas,
Fortunatus, and Achaicus, for what was lacking on your part they supplied. 18 For they
refreshed my spirit and yours. Therefore acknowledge such men.

3. Let us stand fast in the Lord. Phil. 4:1
a. Philippians 4:1 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, my beloved and longed-for brethren, my joy and

crown, so stand fast in the Lord, beloved.
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