
The Christian’s Hope
Introduction:

A. What is life without hope?
1. MANY have NO hope! 1 Thessalonians 4:13 (NKJV) — 13 But I do not want you to be

ignorant, brethren, concerning those who have fallen asleep, lest you sorrow as others who
have no hope.

2. MANY have embraced a FALSE hope! 
a. Universalism
b. Materialism 
c. Denominationalism
d. Traditionalism
e. Emotionalism
f. Legalism - (Matt. 7:21-23; Rom. 10:1-3)

(1) Matthew 7:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 “Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall
enter the kingdom of heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven. 22
Many will say to Me in that day, ‘Lord, Lord, have we not prophesied in Your name,
cast out demons in Your name, and done many wonders in Your name?’ 23 And then
I will declare to them, ‘I never knew you; depart from Me, you who practice
lawlessness!’

(2) Romans 10:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, my heart’s desire and prayer to God for Israel
is that they may be saved. 2 For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but
not according to knowledge. 3 For they being ignorant of God’s righteousness, and
seeking to establish their own righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness
of God.

B. What Is The Hope of The Christian?
1. Where Does It Come From?
2. What Effect Does It Have?
3. All These questions we will attempt to answer in this lesson this morning.

C. To Define what we are talking about -  Hope (Noun), (c)2000 Zane Publishing, Inc. and
Merriam-Webster, Incorporated. 
1. : trust, reliance 

a. : desire accompanied by expectation of fulfillment; also : something hoped for 
b. : one that gives promise for the future — 

2. Thayer Definition: - G1680 - ε*λπι ìς 
a. expectation of evil, fear
b. expectation of good, hope

(1) in the Christian sense 2a1) joyful and confident expectation of eternal salvation
c. on hope, in hope, having hope

(1) the author of hope, or he who is its foundation - 3b) the thing hoped for
3. Vine’s - Hope (Noun and Verb), Hope (for) A-1,Noun,1680,elpis in the NT, "favorable and

confident expectation" 
a. "Hope" describes (a) the happy anticipation of good (the most frequent significance), e.g.,

Tit_1:2; 1Pe_1:21; (b) the ground upon which "hope" is based, Acts 16:19; Col 1:27,
"Christ in you the hope of glory;" (c) the object upon which the "hope" is fixed, e.g.,
1Tim.1:1. 

b. 1,Verb,1679,elpizo "to hope," is not infrequently translated in the AV, by the verb "to
trust;" the RV adheres to some form of the verb "to hope," e.g., John 5:45, "Moses, on
whom ye have set our hope;" 2Co_1:10, "on whom we have set our hope;" so in 1Tim.
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4:10; 1Tim. 5:5; 1Tim. 6:17; see also, e.g., Matt. 12:21; Luke 24:21; Rom 15:12, Rom
15:24. 

II. THE HOPE OF THE GOSPEL: Col 1:23 - “if indeed you continue in the faith, grounded and
steadfast, and are not moved away from the hope of the gospel which you heard, which was preached
to every creature under heaven, of which I, Paul, became a minister.”
A. Trusting in the fulfillment of ALL promises presented in the gospel – (Col 1:5, 22,28)

1. Colossians 1:5 - “because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of which you heard
before in the word of the truth of the gospel,”

2. Vrs 22 - in the body of His flesh through death, to present you holy, and blameless, and
above reproach in His sight

3. Vrs 28 - Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man in all wisdom, that we
may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.1

a. Can be moved away! 
b. Must be heard!
c. Must be obeyed!!

B. The HOPE of Salvation – 1 Thess. 5:8; Rom 8:24,25; Mk 16:16; Col. 2:11-13
1. 1 Thessalonians 5:8 (NKJV) — 8 But let us who are of the day be sober, putting on the

breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of salvation.
a. Romans 8:24 (NKJV) — 24 For we were saved in this hope, but hope that is seen is not

hope; for why does one still hope for what he sees?
(1) Romans 8:25 (NKJV) — 25 But if we hope for what we do not see, we eagerly wait

for it with perseverance.
b. Mark 16:16 (NKJV) — 16 He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who

does not believe will be condemned.
c. Colossians 2:11–13 (NKJV) — 11 In Him you were also circumcised with the

circumcision made without hands, by putting off the body of the sins of the flesh, by the
circumcision of Christ, 12 buried with Him in baptism, in which you also were raised
with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13 And
you, being dead in your trespasses and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He has made
alive together with Him, having forgiven you all trespasses,

C. The HOPE of the Resurrection – Acts 23:6;  1 Cor. 15:12-19; Rom 6:3-6
1. Acts 23:6 (NKJV) — 6 But when Paul perceived that one part were Sadducees and the other

Pharisees, he cried out in the council, “Men and brethren, I am a Pharisee, the son of a
Pharisee; concerning the hope and resurrection of the dead I am being judged!”

2. 1 Corinthians 15:12–19 (NKJV) — 12 Now if Christ is preached that He has been raised
from the dead, how do some among you say that there is no resurrection of the dead? 13 But
if there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ is not risen. 14 And if Christ is not risen,
then our preaching is empty and your faith is also empty. 15 Yes, and we are found false
witnesses of God, because we have testified of God that He raised up Christ, whom He did
not raise up—if in fact the dead do not rise. 16 For if the dead do not rise, then Christ is not
risen. 17 And if Christ is not risen, your faith is futile; you are still in your sins! 18 Then also
those who have fallen asleep in Christ have perished. 19 If in this life only we have hope in
Christ, we are of all men the most pitiable.

3. Romans 6:3–6 (NKJV) — 3 Or do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into
Christ Jesus were baptized into His death? 4 Therefore we were buried with Him through
baptism into death, that just as Christ was raised from the dead by the glory of the Father,
even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5 For if we have been united together in the
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likeness of His death, certainly we also shall be in the likeness of His resurrection, 6 knowing
this, that our old man was crucified with Him, that the body of sin might be done away with,
that we should no longer be slaves of sin.

D. The HOPE of Heaven – Col. 1:5; 2 Tim 4:8; 1 Pet 1:3,4
1. Colossians 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of

which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,
2. 2 Timothy 4:8 (NKJV) — 8 Finally, there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness,

which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will give to me on that Day, and not to me only but also
to all who have loved His appearing.

3. 1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,
a. 1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV) — 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not

fade away, reserved in heaven for you,
E. The HOPE of Eternal Life – Tit. 1:2; 3:7

1. Titus 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before
time began,

2. Titus 3:7 (NKJV) — 7 that having been justified by His grace we should become heirs
according to the hope of eternal life.

F. Only ONE HOPE – Ephesians 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 There is one body and one Spirit, just as you
were called in one hope of your calling;
1. Good – 2 Thessalonians 2:16 (NKJV) — 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and

our God and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by
grace,

2. Blessed – Titus 2:13 (NKJV) — 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious appearing of
our great God and Savior Jesus Christ,

3. Living – 1 Peter 1:3 NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ,
who according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

4. Glorious – Colossians 1:27 (NKJV) — 27 To them God willed to make known what are the
riches of the glory of this mystery among the Gentiles: which is Christ in you, the hope of
glory.

5. Sure – Hebrews 6:19 (NKJV) — 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure
and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,
a. Steadfast – Heb 6:19
b. An Anchor – Heb 6:19

III. WHERE DOES THIS HOPE COME FROM? - 1 Peter 1:3-25; Titus 1:2; Ps. 130:5; Hebrews
4:12; 6:18,19
A. 1 Peter 1:3–25 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the resurrection
of Jesus Christ from the dead, 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not
fade away, reserved in heaven for you, 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for
salvation ready to be revealed in the last time. 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little
while, if need be, you have been grieved by various trials, 7 that the genuineness of your faith,
being much more precious than gold that perishes, though it is tested by fire, may be found to
praise, honor, and glory at the revelation of Jesus Christ, 8 whom having not seen you love.
Though now you do not see Him, yet believing, you rejoice with joy inexpressible and full of
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glory, 9 receiving the end of your faith—the salvation of your souls. 10 Of this salvation the
prophets have inquired and searched carefully, who prophesied of the grace that would come to
you, 11 searching what, or what manner of time, the Spirit of Christ who was in them was
indicating when He testified beforehand the sufferings of Christ and the glories that would
follow. 12 To them it was revealed that, not to themselves, but to us they were ministering the
things which now have been reported to you through those who have preached the gospel to you
by the Holy Spirit sent from heaven—things which angels desire to look into. 13 Therefore gird
up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought
to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ; 14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the
former lusts, as in your ignorance; 15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all
your conduct, 16 because it is written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father,
who without partiality judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the
time of your stay here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things,
like silver or gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with
the precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you 21
who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so that
your faith and hope are in God. 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth
through the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart, 23
having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which
lives and abides forever, 24 because “All flesh is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower
of the grass. The grass withers, And its flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures
forever.” Now this is the word which by the gospel was preached to you.
1. Titus 1:2 (NKJV) — 2 in hope of eternal life which God, who cannot lie, promised before

time began,
2. Psalm 130:5 (NKJV) — 5 I wait for the LORD, my soul waits, And in His word I do hope.
3. Hebrews 4:12 (NKJV) — 12 For the word of God is living and powerful, and sharper than

any two-edged sword, piercing even to the division of soul and spirit, and of joints and
marrow, and is a discerner of the thoughts and intents of the heart.

4. Hebrews 6:18 (NKJV) — 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God
to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set
before us.
a. Hebrews 6:19 (NKJV) — 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and

steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,
B. Being begotten – 1 Pet 1:3, (cf. 23)

1. 1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who
according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

2. 1 Peter 1:23 (NKJV) — 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible,
through the word of God which lives and abides forever,

C. Through the resurrection of Christ - 1 Pet 1:3, (cf. 3:21)
1. 1 Peter 1:3 (NKJV) — 3 Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who

according to His abundant mercy has begotten us again to a living hope through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead,

2. 1 Peter 3:21 (NKJV) — 21 There is also an antitype which now saves us—baptism (not the
removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through
the resurrection of Jesus Christ,

D. Heaven! – 1 Pet 1:4 (Col. 1:5; John 14:1-6)
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1. 1 Peter 1:4 (NKJV) — 4 to an inheritance incorruptible and undefiled and that does not fade
away, reserved in heaven for you,

2. Colossians 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 because of the hope which is laid up for you in heaven, of
which you heard before in the word of the truth of the gospel,

3. John 14:1–6 (NKJV) — 1 “Let not your heart be troubled; you believe in God, believe also
in Me. 2 In My Father’s house are many mansions; if it were not so, I would have told you. I
go to prepare a place for you. 3 And if I go and prepare a place for you, I will come again and
receive you to Myself; that where I am, there you may be also. 4 And where I go you know,
and the way you know.” 5 Thomas said to Him, “Lord, we do not know where You are going,
and how can we know the way?” 6 Jesus said to him, “I am the way, the truth, and the life.
No one comes to the Father except through Me.

E. Faith – 1 Pet 1:5, (vs. 6; Rom 5:1-4; 10:17)
1. 1 Peter 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 who are kept by the power of God through faith for salvation ready

to be revealed in the last time.
a. 1 Peter 1:6 (NKJV) — 6 In this you greatly rejoice, though now for a little while, if need

be, you have been grieved by various trials,
2. Romans 5:1–4 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore, having been justified by faith, we have peace with

God through our Lord Jesus Christ, 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this
grace in which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God. 3 And not only that, but we
also glory in tribulations, knowing that tribulation produces perseverance; 4 and
perseverance, character; and character, hope.

3. Romans 10:17 (NKJV) — 17 So then faith comes by hearing, and hearing by the word of
God.

F. Holy living - 1 Pet 1:13-21; (Tit 2:11-14)
1. 1 Peter 1:13–21 (NKJV) — 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest

your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;
15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is
written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality
judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay
here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or
gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you
21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so
that your faith and hope are in God.

2. Titus 2:11–14 (NKJV) — 11 For the grace of God that brings salvation has appeared to all
men, 12 teaching us that, denying ungodliness and worldly lusts, we should live soberly,
righteously, and godly in the present age, 13 looking for the blessed hope and glorious
appearing of our great God and Savior Jesus Christ, 14 who gave Himself for us, that He
might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself His own special people,
zealous for good works.

G. Obey the truth – 1 Pet 1:22 (Rom 6:16-18)
1. 1 Peter 1:22 (NKJV) — 22 Since you have purified your souls in obeying the truth through

the Spirit in sincere love of the brethren, love one another fervently with a pure heart,
2. Romans 6:16–18 (NKJV) — 16 Do you not know that to whom you present yourselves

slaves to obey, you are that one’s slaves whom you obey, whether of sin leading to death, or
of obedience leading to righteousness? 17 But God be thanked that though you were slaves of
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sin, yet you obeyed from the heart that form of doctrine to which you were delivered. 18 And
having been set free from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

H. Word of God - 1 Pet 1:23-25; (Rom 15:4)
1. 1 Peter 1:23–25 (NKJV) — 23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but

incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever, 24 because “All flesh
is as grass, And all the glory of man as the flower of the grass. The grass withers, And its
flower falls away, 25 But the word of the LORD endures forever.” Now this is the word
which by the gospel was preached to you.

2. Romans 15:4 (NKJV) — 4 For whatever things were written before were written for our
learning, that we through the patience and comfort of the Scriptures might have hope.

IV. HOW DOES THIS HOPE EFFECT ONES LIFE - 1 John 2:28-3:3 - (NKJV) — 28 And
now, little children, abide in Him, that when He appears, we may have confidence and not be
ashamed before Him at His coming. 29 If you know that He is righteous, you know that everyone
who practices righteousness is born of Him. 1 Behold what manner of love the Father has
bestowed on us, that we should be called children of God! Therefore the world does not know us,
because it did not know Him. 2 Beloved, now we are children of God; and it has not yet been
revealed what we shall be, but we know that when He is revealed, we shall be like Him, for we
shall see Him as He is. 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is
pure.

A. We purify ourselves -  1 John 3:3; 1 Pet 1:13-21
1. 1 John 3:3 (NKJV) — 3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He

is pure.
2. 1 Peter 1:13–21 (NKJV) — 13 Therefore gird up the loins of your mind, be sober, and rest

your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the revelation of Jesus Christ;
14 as obedient children, not conforming yourselves to the former lusts, as in your ignorance;
15 but as He who called you is holy, you also be holy in all your conduct, 16 because it is
written, “Be holy, for I am holy.” 17 And if you call on the Father, who without partiality
judges according to each one’s work, conduct yourselves throughout the time of your stay
here in fear; 18 knowing that you were not redeemed with corruptible things, like silver or
gold, from your aimless conduct received by tradition from your fathers, 19 but with the
precious blood of Christ, as of a lamb without blemish and without spot. 20 He indeed was
foreordained before the foundation of the world, but was manifest in these last times for you
21 who through Him believe in God, who raised Him from the dead and gave Him glory, so
that your faith and hope are in God.

B. Serves as an anchor - Hebrews 6:18,19; 1 Cor. 15:58
1. Hebrews 6:18 (NKJV) — 18 that by two immutable things, in which it is impossible for God

to lie, we might have strong consolation, who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set
before us.
a. Hebrews 6:19 (NKJV) — 19 This hope we have as an anchor of the soul, both sure and

steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,
2. 1 Corinthians 15:58 (NKJV) — 58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast,

immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain
in the Lord.

C. Enables perseverance through trials and tribulations - 2 Cor. 4:7-5:8
1. 2 Corinthians 4:7–5:8 (NKJV) — 7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, that the

excellence of the power may be of God and not of us. 8 We are hard-pressed on every side,
yet not crushed; we are perplexed, but not in despair; 9 persecuted, but not forsaken; struck
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down, but not destroyed—10 always carrying about in the body the dying of the Lord Jesus,
that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body. 11 For we who live are always
delivered to death for Jesus’ sake, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our mortal
flesh. 12 So then death is working in us, but life in you. 13 And since we have the same spirit
of faith, according to what is written, “I believed and therefore I spoke,” we also believe and
therefore speak, 14 knowing that He who raised up the Lord Jesus will also raise us up with
Jesus, and will present us with you. 15 For all things are for your sakes, that grace, having
spread through the many, may cause thanksgiving to abound to the glory of God. 16
Therefore we do not lose heart. Even though our outward man is perishing, yet the inward
man is being renewed day by day. 17 For our light affliction, which is but for a moment, is
working for us a far more exceeding and eternal weight of glory, 18 while we do not look at
the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen. For the things which are seen
are temporary, but the things which are not seen are eternal. 1 For we know that if our earthly
house, this tent, is destroyed, we have a building from God, a house not made with hands,
eternal in the heavens. 2 For in this we groan, earnestly desiring to be clothed with our
habitation which is from heaven, 3 if indeed, having been clothed, we shall not be found
naked. 4 For we who are in this tent groan, being burdened, not because we want to be
unclothed, but further clothed, that mortality may be swallowed up by life. 5 Now He who
has prepared us for this very thing is God, who also has given us the Spirit as a guarantee. 6
So we are always confident, knowing that while we are at home in the body we are absent
from the Lord. 7 For we walk by faith, not by sight. 8 We are confident, yes, well pleased
rather to be absent from the body and to be present with the Lord.

D. Boldness of speech -  2 Cor. 3:12; 1 Pet. 3:15
1. 2 Corinthians 3:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore, since we have such hope, we use great

boldness of speech—
2. 1 Peter 3:15 (NKJV) — 15 But sanctify the Lord God in your hearts, and always be ready to

give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for the hope that is in you, with meekness
and fear;

E. Joy & peace - Rom 5:2; 12:12; 2 Thes 2:16;  Heb 3:6; 6:17-19
1. Romans 5:2 (NKJV) — 2 through whom also we have access by faith into this grace in

which we stand, and rejoice in hope of the glory of God.
2. Romans 12:12 (NKJV) — 12 rejoicing in hope, patient in tribulation, continuing steadfastly

in prayer;
3. 2 Thessalonians 2:16 (NKJV) — 16 Now may our Lord Jesus Christ Himself, and our God

and Father, who has loved us and given us everlasting consolation and good hope by grace,
4. Hebrews 3:6 (NKJV) — 6 but Christ as a Son over His own house, whose house we are if

we hold fast the confidence and the rejoicing of the hope firm to the end.
5. Hebrews 6:17–19 (NKJV) — 17 Thus God, determining to show more abundantly to the

heirs of promise the immutability of His counsel, confirmed it by an oath, 18 that by two
immutable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we might have strong consolation,
who have fled for refuge to lay hold of the hope set before us. 19 This hope we have as an
anchor of the soul, both sure and steadfast, and which enters the Presence behind the veil,

V. Conclusion:
A. What is life without hope?

1. MANY have NO hope! 1 Thes. 4:13 
2. MANY have embraced a FALSE hope! 

B. What Is The Hope of The Christian?
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1. Where Does It Come From?
2. What Effect Does It Have?
3. 1 Timothy 6:12 (NKJV) — 12 Fight the good fight of faith, lay hold on eternal life, to which

you were also called and have confessed the good confession in the presence of many
witnesses. ---- Let us lay hold of eternal life.

C. “Hope, like a gleaming taper’s light, Adorns and cheers our way; And still, as darker grows the
night, Emits a brighter ray!” Oliver Goldsmith, 1730-1774
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