
CHRISTIANS MUST BE ALERT! - 1 Thess. 5:1-8; 2 Peter 2:1-3 
INTRODUCTION

A. The scriptures are filled with warnings from God, not only for His people, but also for those who
have rejected His authority.
1. Warnings to His people concerning False Teachers - 2 Peter 2:1–3 (NKJV) - 1 But there were

also false prophets among the people, even as there will be false teachers among you, who will
secretly bring in destructive heresies, even denying the Lord who bought them, and bring on
themselves swift destruction. 2 And many will follow their destructive ways, because of whom
the way of truth will be blasphemed. 3 By covetousness they will exploit you with deceptive
words; for a long time their judgment has not been idle, and their destruction does not slumber.

2. Concerning the Day of His appearing -  1 Thess. 5:1-8 - But concerning the times and the
seasons, brethren, you have no need that I should write to you. 2 For you yourselves know
perfectly that the day of the Lord so comes as a thief in the night. 3 For when they say, "Peace
and safety!" then sudden destruction comes upon them, as labor pains upon a pregnant woman.
And they shall not escape. 4 But you, brethren, are not in darkness, so that this Day should
overtake you as a thief. 5 You are all sons of light and sons of the day. We are not of the night
nor of darkness. 6 Therefore let us not sleep, as others do, but let us watch and be sober. 7 For
those who sleep, sleep at night, and those who get drunk are drunk at night. 8 But let us who are
of the day be sober, putting on the breastplate of faith and love, and as a helmet the hope of
salvation.

3. In both Peter and Paul’s writings - the warnings to Christians to stay ALERT is clearly seen and
they must carefully be heeded.
a. It must be noted too that with the warnings come instructions to fully equip ourselves that

we do not succumb to their dangers.
b. IN Peter’s writings - To make our calling and election sure, we MUST GIVE ALL

DILIGENCE to GROW? - 2 Peter 1:10 NKJV) — 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more
diligent to make your call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never
stumble;
(1) It must be noted that God has given us all things that we need to grow into faithful Strong

Christians - 2 Peter 1:1-4 NKJV) — 1 Simon Peter, a bondservant and apostle of Jesus
Christ, To those who have obtained like precious faith with us by the righteousness of
our God and Savior Jesus Christ: 2 Grace and peace be multiplied to you in the
knowledge of God and of Jesus our Lord, 3 as His divine power has given to us all things
that pertain to life and godliness, through the knowledge of Him who called us by glory
and virtue, 4 by which have been given to us exceedingly great and precious promises,
that through these you may be partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the
corruption that is in the world through lust.

(2) But - great effort is needed and required on our part - it does not happen overnight or in
slothfulness - 2 Peter 1:5,10
(a) 2 Peter 1:5 (NKJV) — 5 But also for this very reason, giving all diligence, add to

your faith virtue, to virtue knowledge,
(b) 2 Peter 1:10 (NKJV) — 10 Therefore, brethren, be even more diligent to make your

call and election sure, for if you do these things you will never stumble;
(3) The focus not only on the effort required - but also of the security and reward attained -

2 Peter 1:8,11
(a) 2 Peter 1:8 (NKJV) — 8 For if these things are yours and abound, you will be

neither barren nor unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ.
(b) 2 Peter 1:11 (NKJV) — 11 for so an entrance will be supplied to you abundantly into
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the everlasting kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
(4) The warning and danger stated - If we fail, we are endanger of eternal damnation and

destruction - 2 Peter 1:9 ; 2:20-22 
(a) 2 Peter 1:9 (NKJV) — 9 For he who lacks these things is shortsighted, even to

blindness, and has forgotten that he was cleansed from his old sins.
(b) 2 Peter 2:20–22 (NKJV) — 20 For if, after they have escaped the pollutions of the

world through the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again
entangled in them and overcome, the latter end is worse for them than the beginning.
21 For it would have been better for them not to have known the way of
righteousness, than having known it, to turn from the holy commandment delivered
to them. 22 But it has happened to them according to the true proverb: “A dog returns
to his own vomit,” and, “a sow, having washed, to her wallowing in the mire.”

4. The false teacher can be spotted - If They:
a. Minimize the Need for Authority
b. Depend on human wisdom
c. Minimize the need to OBEY God
d. Teach that God’s love & grace permits a continuance in sin
e. Reject examination
f. BUT WE WILL KNOW THEM - If WE Know & Grow in the Truth! (2 Peter 3:18,19)

5. In Paul’s text - which will be the focus of  Our text reminds us of the importance of being sober
minded or alert as Christians, so we will be prepared for the return of Christ.
a. Our acceptance by God is a faith and hope that is steadfast and sure.
b. The fact that both our faith and our hope can be destroyed is a matter being alerted to.
c. In our everyday world we realize the importance of alertness.
d. In order to be a safe driver we must be alert to the warning signals that danger may lie ahead.

B. A Christian is to be sober and vigilant because he has an adversary.
1. 1 Peter 5:8-9 – Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring

lion, seeking whom he may devour. 9 Resist him, steadfast in the faith, knowing that the same
sufferings are experienced by your brotherhood in the world.
a. National News bulletin, – Conditions for a Tornado or Hurricane are favorable - go to a safe

area in your home.... - God's word like that exhorts us to be alert – except we don't have it
buzzing our phones or big red banners on our TV - it comes from writing the Word on our
hearts.

2. 1 Peter 1:13 – Be sober, be alert, hope to the end -1 Peter 1:13b –  Therefore gird up the loins
of your mind, be sober, and rest your hope fully upon the grace that is to be brought to you at the
revelation of Jesus Christ;

C. Paul warned Timothy many would be overcome by the adversary – As Christians we must be alert
in order to not depart from the faith.
1. 1 Timothy 4:1-4 –  Now the Spirit expressly says that in latter times some will depart from the

faith, giving heed to deceiving spirits and doctrines of demons,
2. Paul also warned the elders of the church at Ephesus to be alert, take heed, be careful – 

a. Acts 20:28-32 - Therefore take heed to yourselves and to all the flock, among which the
Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to shepherd the church of God which He purchased with
His own blood. 29 For I know this, that after my departure savage wolves will come in
among you, not sparing the flock. 30 Also from among yourselves men will rise up, speaking
perverse things, to draw away the disciples after themselves. 31 Therefore watch, and
remember that for three years I did not cease to warn everyone night and day with tears. 32
So now, brethren, I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build
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you up and give you an inheritance among all those who are sanctified.
D. Why should Christians be alert – 

1. Jude 3 – Beloved, while I was very diligent to write to you concerning our common salvation,
I found it necessary to write to you exhorting you to contend earnestly for the faith which was
once for all delivered to the saints.
a. We are commanded to earnestly contend for the faith.

2. In order to do so we must be sober, vigilant, and alert to the dangers that we face, not only as
Christians but also as the body of Christ.

II. We must be alert to the dangers that confront the church of our Lord Jesus Christ –
A. CONTENTEDNESS – we live in a society that just does not seem to be content with anything -

something that works and functions perfectly is thrown out for the newest gadget.
1. A great danger to the church today, satisfaction with the status quo.
2. Paul was able to be content in whatever state he was in plenty or want in regard to the physical

things of this life.
a. Phil. 4:11 - Not that I speak in regard to need, for I have learned in whatever state I am, to

be content
3. Often times as Christians our priorities are just the opposite, we are never content with the

material things we have in this life, but we are very content and satisfied with our spiritual
progress. 
a. Paul was just the opposite –

(1) Phil. 3:13-14 -  Brethren, I do not count myself to have apprehended; but one thing I do,
forgetting those things which are behind and reaching forward to those things which are
ahead, 14 I press toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

4. The scriptures teach us to never be content with our spiritual growth
a. 1 Cor. 15:58 – Abound - Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always

abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.
b. 1 Pet. 2:2 – Desire - as newborn babes, desire the pure milk of the word, that you may grow

thereby
c. Eph. 4:15 – Grow up - but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into Him

who is the head--Christ – 
d. Luke 13:6-9 – Bear Fruit - He also spoke this parable: "A certain man had a fig tree planted

in his vineyard, and he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 7 Then he said to the keeper
of his vineyard, 'Look, for three years I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree and find none.
Cut it down; why does it use up the ground?' 8 But he answered and said to him, 'Sir, let it
alone this year also, until I dig around it and fertilize it. 9 And if it bears fruit, well. But if
not, after that you can cut it down.' " 

5. Contentedness can be a reason that the church does not grow as it should – Look at the examples
in the N.T. – the church at Sardis and Laodicea – They were content –
a. Rev. 3:1-3,  "And to the angel of the church in Sardis write, 'These things says He who has

the seven Spirits of God and the seven stars: "I know your works, that you have a name that
you are alive, but you are dead. 2 Be watchful, and strengthen the things which remain, that
are ready to die, for I have not found your works perfect before God. 3 Remember therefore
how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will
come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.

b. Vs 13-17 - "And to the angel of the church of the Laodiceans write, 'These things says the
Amen, the Faithful and True Witness, the Beginning of the creation of God: 15 "I know your
works, that you are neither cold nor hot. I could wish you were cold or hot. 16 So then,
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because you are lukewarm, and neither cold nor hot, I will vomit you out of My mouth. 17
Because you say, 'I am rich, have become wealthy, and have need of nothing'--and do not
know that you are wretched, miserable, poor, blind, and naked-

6. 1 Cor. 10:12 - Consequences of contentedness – Wherefore let him that thinketh he stand take
heed lest he fall.
a. Can make us susceptible to false teachers – we must be alert.

B. CONFORMING TO DENOMINATIONALISM –
1. Matt. 10:32-33 – Notice the words of Christ -"Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him

I will also confess before My Father who is in heaven. 33 But whoever denies Me before men,
him I will also deny before My Father who is in heaven.
a. Let me ask this question as kindly as possible, Do denominations confess Christ and all the

truth proclaimed in his gospel – 
b. Are they united or divided – WHY? over the teachings of men.

2. Can these teachings save us –– God says NO, your worship is in vain
a. Matt. 15:7-9 - Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8'These people draw

near to Me with their mouth And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me
9And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men.'

b. 2Tim. 4:1-5 - Paul warned Timothy to be on the watch for men's such as this, and to only
preach the gospel – I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will
judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2 Preach the word! Be ready
in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.
3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their
own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4 and
they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables. 5 But you be
watchful in all things, endure afflictions ,do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry.

3. Denominations or divisions come about when men turn away their ears from the truth.
a. The tragedy is that many Christians are ready and willing to conform to denominational

ideas, concepts, and gimmicks 
(1) I. E – Grace- unity movement.  

4. Let's note what God's word says –
a. 2 Cor. 6:14-18 - Do not be unequally yoked together with unbelievers. For what fellowship

has righteousness with lawlessness? And what communion has light with darkness? 15 And
what accord has Christ with Belial? Or what part has a believer with an unbeliever? 16 And
what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For you are the temple of the living God.
As God has said: "I will dwell in them And walk among them. I will be their God ,And they
shall be My people."  17 Therefore "Come out from among them And be separate, says the
Lord .Do not touch what is unclean ,And I will receive you."  18 "I will be a Father to you,
And you shall be My sons and daughters, Says the LORD Almighty."  

5. If we want to have fellowship with God we must walk in the light
a. 1 John 3-7 – We must be alert lest Satan deceive us, we are either confessing Christ and the

truth that is contained in the gospel or we are denying him by following the doctrines and
commandments of men. - a Point made clear by our brother Ed just a few Wednesday
evenings ago.

b. 1 John 3b-7 – – that which we have seen and heard we declare to you, that you also may
have fellowship with us; and truly our fellowship is with the Father and with His Son Jesus
Christ. 4 And these things we write to you that your joy may be full. 5 This is the message
which we have heard from Him and declare to you, that God is light and in Him is no
darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him, and walk in darkness, we lie
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and do not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light as He is in the light, we have
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus Christ His Son cleanses us from all sin

c. Gal. 1:6-9 – Do not follow after any man who preaches another gospel - I marvel that you
are turning away so soon from Him who called you in the grace of Christ, to a different
gospel, 7 which is not another; but there are some who trouble you and want to pervert the
gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we, or an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel to you
than what we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9 As we have said before, so now
I say again, if anyone preaches any other gospel to you than what you have received, let him
be accursed

C. IGNORANCE – 
1. Hosea 4:1-6 – Israel was rejected for a lack of knowledge

a. Hear the word of the LORD, You children of Israel, For the LORD brings a charge against
the inhabitants of the land: "There is no truth or mercy Or knowledge of God in the land. 2
By swearing and lying, Killing and stealing and committing adultery, They break all restraint,
With bloodshed upon bloodshed. 3 Therefore the land will mourn; And everyone who dwells
there will waste away With the beasts of the field And the birds of the air; Even the fish of
the sea will be taken away. 4 "Now let no man contend, or rebuke another; For your people
are like those who contend with the priest. 5 Therefore you shall stumble in the day; The
prophet also shall stumble with you in the night; And I will destroy your mother. 6 My
people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have rejected knowledge, I also will
reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have forgotten the law of your God, I also
will forget your children. 

b. Rom. 10:1-3 – Zeal, sincerity, enthusiasm must be accompanied by knowledge
(1) Brethren, my heart's desire and prayer to God for Israel is that they may be saved. 2 For

I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3 For
they being ignorant of God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own
righteousness, have not submitted to the righteousness of God.

2. Can we prevent ignorance?
a. 2 Tim. 3:15 – the knowledge of the scripture is necessary for faith, growth, and stability

(1) 2 TIM. 3:15 - and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are
able to make you wise for salvation through  faith which is in Christ Jesus.

b. We can attain knowledge thru study – 2 Tim. 2:15 – (Study) Be diligent to present yourself
approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of
truth.

3. Why do we need knowledge?
a. 1 Pet. 3:15 – We must be ready to give an answer to every man. But sanctify the Lord God

in your hearts, and always be ready to give a defense to everyone who asks you a reason for
the hope that is in you, with meekness and fear

b. John 12:42-43 - We may also be ignorant from the perspective that we know something but
just choose to ignore it –  Nevertheless even among the rulers many believed in Him, but
because of the Pharisees they did not confess Him, lest they should be put out of the
synagogue; 43 for they loved the praise of men more than the praise of God.

III. CONCLUSION – 
A. Truly we can see the importance of a Christian being alerted to these dangers, but just as in the

physical realm when we alerted or made aware of danger we must react properly in order to prevent
disaster –
1. I. E. – Bridge out/Road Flooded – Only I can make the decision whether or not to heed the
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warning.
B. Today we have been alerted to some areas of danger to the church, and that also confront us as

Christians.
1. Now we must make the decision, are we going to flirt with danger and risk losing our soul, or

will we submit ourselves to do the will of God – 
a. JAMES 4:7 - Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from you.

C. If you are here and have never submitted your will to the will of God, it is God's will that all men
be saved and come to the knowledge of the truth – 
1. 1 Tim. 2:3-4 - For this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior, 4 who desires all

men to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth.
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