
WHY DO WE ASSEMBLE OURSELVES TOGETHER?
Intro:

A. There is a disturbing attitude that is raging amongst some Christians today - and that is the attitude
towards the assembling of ourselves together.
1. IN this lesson today - I want to address this subject from a positive standpoint, rather than a

negative standpoint - in looking at WHY A CHRISTIAN WANTS TO ASSEMBLE WITH
OTHER CHRISTIANS.

a. The Psalmist David said it this way - Psa 122:1 - “I WAS GLAD.....”
2. The attitude of “WHY PEOPLE Don’t want to go to CHURCH (ie the worship services) is not

peculiar to the church - it is a problem faced in our society as a whole.
a. In the book Why Nobody Wants to Go To Church Anymore by Thom & Joani Schultz - they

mention a rather interesting study - “according to a study by the Hartford Institute of Religious
Research - less than 20% of Americans attend worship services every week.  They concluded
that there were four main reasons why people don’t want to “go to church”.

(1) I don’t want to be lectured
(2) I feel judged
(3) Church people are hypocrites
(4) And God is Irrelevant in my life.

b. This is disturbing because this is what these reason’s reveal....
(1) Many lack knowledge & understanding of what the church is and what the Lord’s will is. -

Acts 2:47; 4:23-37; 10:24-33; 20:7; John 4:24; 1 Cor 11:17-34; 14:26-40 …
(a) Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord

added to the church daily those who were being saved.
(b) Acts 4:23–37 (NKJV) — 23 And being let go, they went to their own companions and

reported all that the chief priests and elders had said to them. 24 So when they heard that,
they raised their voice to God with one accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made
heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is in them, 25 who by the mouth of Your servant
David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage, And the people plot vain things? 26 The kings
of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were gathered together Against the LORD and
against His Christ.’ 27 “For truly against Your holy Servant Jesus, whom You anointed,
both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the people of Israel, were gathered
together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose determined before to be done. 29
Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants that with all boldness they may
speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and that signs and wonders may
be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And when they had prayed, the
place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they were all filled with the
Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness. 32 Now the multitude of those
who believed were of one heart and one soul; neither did anyone say that any of the things
he possessed was his own, but they had all things in common. 33 And with great power the
apostles gave witness to the resurrection of the Lord Jesus. And great grace was upon them
all. 34 Nor was there anyone among them who lacked; for all who were possessors of lands
or houses sold them, and brought the proceeds of the things that were sold, 35 and laid
them at the apostles’ feet; and they distributed to each as anyone had need. 36 And Joses,
who was also named Barnabas by the apostles (which is translated Son of Encouragement),
a Levite of the country of Cyprus, 37 having land, sold it, and brought the money and laid
it at the apostles’ feet.

(c) Acts 10:24–33 (NKJV) — 24 And the following day they entered Caesarea. Now
Cornelius was waiting for them, and had called together his relatives and close friends. 25
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As Peter was coming in, Cornelius met him and fell down at his feet and worshiped him.
26 But Peter lifted him up, saying, “Stand up; I myself am also a man.” 27 And as he talked
with him, he went in and found many who had come together. 28 Then he said to them,
“You know how unlawful it is for a Jewish man to keep company with or go to one of
another nation. But God has shown me that I should not call any man common or unclean.
29 Therefore I came without objection as soon as I was sent for. I ask, then, for what reason
have you sent for me?” 30 So Cornelius said, “Four days ago I was fasting until this hour;
and at the ninth hour I prayed in my house, and behold, a man stood before me in bright
clothing, 31 and said, ‘Cornelius, your prayer has been heard, and your alms are
remembered in the sight of God. 32 Send therefore to Joppa and call Simon here, whose
surname is Peter. He is lodging in the house of Simon, a tanner, by the sea. When he
comes, he will speak to you.’ 33 So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to
come. Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you
by God.”

(d) Acts 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together
to break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message
until midnight.

(e) John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit
and truth.”

(f) 1 Corinthians 11:17–34 (NKJV) — 17 Now in giving these instructions I do not praise
you, since you come together not for the better but for the worse. 18 For first of all, when
you come together as a church, I hear that there are divisions among you, and in part I
believe it. 19 For there must also be factions among you, that those who are approved may
be recognized among you. 20 Therefore when you come together in one place, it is not to
eat the Lord’s Supper. 21 For in eating, each one takes his own supper ahead of others; and
one is hungry and another is drunk. 22 What! Do you not have houses to eat and drink in?
Or do you despise the church of God and shame those who have nothing? What shall I say
to you? Shall I praise you in this? I do not praise you. 23 For I received from the Lord that
which I also delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was
betrayed took bread; 24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat;
this is My body which is broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same
manner He also took the cup after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My
blood. This do, as often as you drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat
this bread and drink this cup, you proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes. 27 Therefore
whoever eats this bread or drinks this cup of the Lord in an unworthy manner will be guilty
of the body and blood of the Lord. 28 But let a man examine himself, and so let him eat of
the bread and drink of the cup. 29 For he who eats and drinks in an unworthy manner eats
and drinks judgment to himself, not discerning the Lord’s body. 30 For this reason many
are weak and sick among you, and many sleep. 31 For if we would judge ourselves, we
would not be judged. 32 But when we are judged, we are chastened by the Lord, that we
may not be condemned with the world. 33 Therefore, my brethren, when you come
together to eat, wait for one another. 34 But if anyone is hungry, let him eat at home, lest
you come together for judgment. And the rest I will set in order when I come.

(g) 1 Corinthians 14:26–40 (NKJV) — 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever you come
together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has an
interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let
there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 28 But if there is no
interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 29 Let
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two or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30 But if anything is revealed to
another who sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, that
all may learn and all may be encouraged. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to
the prophets. 33 For God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches
of the saints. 34 Let your women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to
speak; but they are to be submissive, as the law also says. 35 And if they want to learn
something, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak
in church. 36 Or did the word of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that
it reached? 37 If anyone thinks himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge
that the things which I write to you are the commandments of the Lord. 38 But if anyone
is ignorant, let him be ignorant. 39 Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and
do not forbid to speak with tongues. 40 Let all things be done decently and in order.

(2) Many are disheartened, confused, dissatisfied & “turned off” by the current division,
confusion & unbiblical teachings found in many churches - John 17:20-23; 1 Cor 4:16;
14:23; James 3:13-16 …

(a) John 17:20–23 (NKJV) — 20 “I do not pray for these alone, but also for those who will
believe in Me through their word; 21 that they all may be one, as You, Father, are in Me,
and I in You; that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me.
22 And the glory which You gave Me I have given them, that they may be one just as We
are one: 23 I in them, and You in Me; that they may be made perfect in one, and that the
world may know that You have sent Me, and have loved them as You have loved Me.

(b) 1 Corinthians 4:16 (NKJV) — 16 Therefore I urge you, imitate me.
(c) 1 Corinthians 14:23 (NKJV) — 23 Therefore if the whole church comes together in one

place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed or
unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind?

(d) James 3:13–16 (NKJV) — 13 Who is wise and understanding among you? Let him show
by good conduct that his works are done in the meekness of wisdom. 14 But if you have
bitter envy and self-seeking in your hearts, do not boast and lie against the truth. 15 This
wisdom does not descend from above, but is earthly, sensual, demonic. 16 For where envy
and self-seeking exist, confusion and every evil thing are there.

(3) Some do not have a love for the truth - 2 Thess 2:10-12; 2 Tim 4:3-4
(a) 2 Thessalonians 2:10–12 (NKJV) — 10 and with all unrighteous deception among those

who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth, that they might be saved. 11
And for this reason God will send them strong delusion, that they should believe the lie,
12 that they all may be condemned who did not believe the truth but had pleasure in
unrighteousness.

(b) 2 Timothy 4:3–4 (NKJV) — 3 For the time will come when they will not endure sound
doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap
up for themselves teachers; 4 and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be
turned aside to fables.

(4) Some glorify human wisdom, including their own opinions & beliefs & do not want them
questioned or challenged - Rom 1:21-23

(a) Romans 1:21–23 (NKJV) — 21 because, although they knew God, they did not glorify
Him as God, nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts
were darkened. 22 Professing to be wise, they became fools, 23 and changed the glory of
the incorruptible God into an image made like corruptible man—and birds and four-footed
animals and creeping things.

(5) Some have a higher regard for worldly things and pleasures than spiritual things - 1 Jn
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2:15-17; James 4:4; Rom 1:24-32
(a) 1 John 2:15–17 (NKJV) — 15 Do not love the world or the things in the world. If anyone

loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. 16 For all that is in the world—the lust
of the flesh, the lust of the eyes, and the pride of life—is not of the Father but is of the
world. 17 And the world is passing away, and the lust of it; but he who does the will of
God abides forever.

(b) James 4:4 (NKJV) — 4 Adulterers and adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with
the world is enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the world makes
himself an enemy of God.

(c) Romans 1:24–32 (NKJV) — 24 Therefore God also gave them up to uncleanness, in the
lusts of their hearts, to dishonor their bodies among themselves, 25 who exchanged the
truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who
is blessed forever. Amen. 26 For this reason God gave them up to vile passions. For even
their women exchanged the natural use for what is against nature. 27 Likewise also the
men, leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust for one another, men with
men committing what is shameful, and receiving in themselves the penalty of their error
which was due. 28 And even as they did not like to retain God in their knowledge, God
gave them over to a debased mind, to do those things which are not fitting; 29 being filled
with all unrighteousness, sexual immorality, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full
of envy, murder, strife, deceit, evil-mindedness; they are whisperers, 30 backbiters, haters
of God, violent, proud, boasters, inventors of evil things, disobedient to parents, 31
undiscerning, untrustworthy, unloving, unforgiving, unmerciful; 32 who, knowing the
righteous judgment of God, that those who practice such things are deserving of death, not
only do the same but also approve of those who practice them.

(6) Some people are confused
(7) Some people are deceived
(8) Some people love the world
(9) Some people are selfish & proud
(10) Some people are stubborn & hard-hearted
(11) Some people can be persuaded to change their minds & actions - Acts 2:36-37

(a) Acts 2:36–37 (NKJV) — 36 “Therefore let all the house of Israel know assuredly that God
has made this Jesus, whom you crucified, both Lord and Christ.” 37 Now when they heard
this, they were cut to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Men and
brethren, what shall we do?”

(12) Some people cannot be changed because they will not hear God - Acts 7:51-54; John
5:42-47; Matt 13:14-15

(a) Acts 7:51–54 (NKJV) — 51 “You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You
always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you. 52 Which of the prophets did
your fathers not persecute? And they killed those who foretold the coming of the Just One,
of whom you now have become the betrayers and murderers, 53 who have received the law
by the direction of angels and have not kept it.” 54 When they heard these things they were
cut to the heart, and they gnashed at him with their teeth.

(b) John 5:42–47 (NKJV) — 42 But I know you, that you do not have the love of God in you.
43 I have come in My Father’s name, and you do not receive Me; if another comes in his
own name, him you will receive. 44 How can you believe, who receive honor from one
another, and do not seek the honor that comes from the only God? 45 Do not think that I
shall accuse you to the Father; there is one who accuses you—Moses, in whom you trust.
46 For if you believed Moses, you would believe Me; for he wrote about Me. 47 But if you
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do not believe his writings, how will you believe My words?”
(c) Matthew 13:14–15 (NKJV) — 14 And in them the prophecy of Isaiah is fulfilled, which

says: ‘Hearing you will hear and shall not understand, And seeing you will see and not
perceive; 15 For the hearts of this people have grown dull. Their ears are hard of hearing,
And their eyes they have closed, Lest they should see with their eyes and hear with their
ears, Lest they should understand with their hearts and turn, So that I should heal them.’

3. The Authors of this book Made these Suggestions to bring about a Solution to this attitude.
a. Imagine Jesus Saying....

(1) You are welcome just as you are
(2) Your thoughts are welcome, your doubts are also welcome.
(3) We are all in this together
(4) God is here, ready to connect with you in a fresh way.

b. Or - The church practices....
(1) Radical Hospitality
(2) Fearless Conversation
(3) Genuine Humility
(4) Divine Anticipation.

B. While these are great insights - I am not interested in the opinions of men - I am only concerned with
what My Savior, my Head My Lord has to say.
1. The Lord’s Suggested Solutions are simply put:

a. “You are welcome just as you are” to hear the word of God - to learn what the Lord demands
of you - (we are to teach sinners the truth in love) - John 8:7,11; Acts 2:38; 3:19; 17:30; Eph
4:15 … 

(1) John 8:7 (NKJV) — 7 So when they continued asking Him, He raised Himself up and said
to them, “He who is without sin among you, let him throw a stone at her first.”

(2) John 8:11 (NKJV) — 11 She said, “No one, Lord.” And Jesus said to her, “Neither do I
condemn you; go and sin no more.”

(3) Acts 2:38 (NKJV) — 38 Then Peter said to them, “Repent, and let every one of you be
baptized in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins; and you shall receive the gift
of the Holy Spirit.

(4) Acts 3:19 (NKJV) — 19 Repent therefore and be converted, that your sins may be blotted
out, so that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord,

(5) Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to repent,

(6) Ephesians 4:15 (NKJV) — 15 but, speaking the truth in love, may grow up in all things into
Him who is the head—Christ—

b. “Your thoughts are welcome, your doubts are welcome” - we do need to listen to questions &
even objections - but MUST stand upon, defend & proclaim God’s word - Isaiah 55:8-9; 2
Tim 4:2 … 

(1) Isaiah 55:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 “For My thoughts are not your thoughts, Nor are your ways My
ways,” says the LORD. 9 “For as the heavens are higher than the earth, So are My ways
higher than your ways, And My thoughts than your thoughts.

(2) 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) — 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season.
Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

c. “We are all in this together” we MUST be humble - (Matt 5:3; Phil 2:1-10; 1 Cor. 10:12;
Gal. 6:1; Rom 3:23) but true humility obeys the Lord & not the devil - Accepting, embracing
& approving sinful behavior is NOT humility - 1 Cor 5:1-2; James 4:7-8

(1) Matthew 5:3 (NKJV) — 3 “Blessed are the poor in spirit, For theirs is the kingdom of
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heaven.
(a) Philippians 2:1–10 (NKJV) — 1 Therefore if there is any consolation in Christ, if any

comfort of love, if any fellowship of the Spirit, if any affection and mercy, 2 fulfill my joy
by being like-minded, having the same love, being of one accord, of one mind. 3 Let
nothing be done through selfish ambition or conceit, but in lowliness of mind let each
esteem others better than himself. 4 Let each of you look out not only for his own interests,
but also for the interests of others. 5 Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,
6 who, being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, 7 but
made Himself of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the
likeness of men. 8 And being found in appearance as a man, He humbled Himself and
became obedient to the point of death, even the death of the cross. 9 Therefore God also
has highly exalted Him and given Him the name which is above every name, 10 that at the
name of Jesus every knee should bow, of those in heaven, and of those on earth, and of
those under the earth,

(b) 1 Corinthians 10:12 (NKJV) — 12 Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest
he fall.

(c) Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted.

(d) Romans 3:23 (NKJV) — 23 for all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God,
(2) 1 Corinthians 5:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 It is actually reported that there is sexual immorality

among you, and such sexual immorality as is not even named among the Gentiles—that a
man has his father’s wife! 2 And you are puffed up, and have not rather mourned, that he
who has done this deed might be taken away from among you.

(a) James 4:7–8 (NKJV) — 7 Therefore submit to God. Resist the devil and he will flee from
you. 8 Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners;
and purify your hearts, you double-minded.

d. “God is here, ready to connect with you in a fresh way” - If you have come to hear God’s word
& worship Him - you are expecting the right thing & have come to do the right thing - John
3:16; Acts 10:33; 17:30; Psalm 50:23; Mat 15:7-9 

(1) John 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son,
that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life.

(2) Acts 10:33 (NKJV) — 33 So I sent to you immediately, and you have done well to come.
Now therefore, we are all present before God, to hear all the things commanded you by
God.”

(3) Acts 17:30 (NKJV) — 30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now
commands all men everywhere to repent,

(4) Psalm 50:23 (NKJV) — 23 Whoever offers praise glorifies Me; And to him who orders his
conduct aright I will show the salvation of God.”

(5) Matthew 15:7–9 (NKJV) — 7 Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8
‘These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their
heart is far from Me. 9 And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the
commandments of men.’ ”

C. Let us remind ourselves of the words of David the Psalmist - Psalm 122 (NKJV) - A Song of
Ascents. Of David. 1 I was glad when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord.” 2 Our
feet have been standing Within your gates, O Jerusalem! 3 Jerusalem is built As a city that is
compact together, 4 Where the tribes go up, The tribes of the Lord, To the Testimony of Israel, To
give thanks to the name of the Lord. 
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1. 5 For thrones are set there for judgment, The thrones of the house of David. 6 Pray for the peace
of Jerusalem: “May they prosper who love you. 7 Peace be within your walls, Prosperity within
your palaces.” 8 For the sake of my brethren and companions, I will now say, “Peace be within
you.” 9 Because of the house of the Lord our God I will seek your good.

D. For the rest of this lesson I want to focus purely on why our attitude towards the assembly is - I
WANT TO BE ASSEMBLED WITH THE SAINTS (THE CHURCH)

II. WHY CHRISTIANS WANT TO ASSEMBLE WITH THE CHURCH.
A. WHAT our ATTITUDE should be....

1. Glad to be in God’s presence - to praise & worship God for Who He is & what He has done for
us …

a. Psalm 63:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 O God, You are my God; Early will I seek You; My soul thirsts
for You; My flesh longs for You In a dry and thirsty land Where there is no water. 2 So I have
looked for You in the sanctuary, To see Your power and Your glory. 3 Because Your
lovingkindness is better than life, My lips shall praise You.

b. Psa 84:2, 10 (NKJV) — 2 My soul longs, yes, even faints For the courts of the LORD; My
heart and my flesh cry out for the living God.

(1) Psalm 84:10 (NKJV) — 10 For a day in Your courts is better than a thousand. I would rather
be a doorkeeper in the house of my God Than dwell in the tents of wickedness.

c. Mark 12:29–31 (NKJV) — 29 Jesus answered him, “The first of all the commandments is:
‘Hear, O Israel, the LORD our God, the LORD is one. 30 And you shall love the LORD your
God with all your heart, with all your soul, with all your mind, and with all your strength.’ This
is the first commandment. 31 And the second, like it, is this: ‘You shall love your neighbor as
yourself.’ There is no other commandment greater than these.”

d. John 4:23–24 (NKJV) — 23 But the hour is coming, and now is, when the true worshipers
will worship the Father in spirit and truth; for the Father is seeking such to worship Him. 24
God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth.”

B. I want to Worship God as He Has Said: - Psalm 122:4 (NKJV) — 4 Where the tribes go up, The
tribes of the LORD, To the Testimony of Israel, To give thanks to the name of the LORD.
1. Acts 2:42–46 (NKJV) - 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43 Then fear came upon every soul, and
many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44 Now all who believed were together,
and had all things in common, 45 and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among
all, as anyone had need. 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking
bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,

2. It has been my personal experience that people are going to dislike you, dislike your preaching,
dislike your clothes ect ect - BUT Scriptural (TRUE) worship is where the focus is on the
Creator – NOT the creature – (John 4:24; Romans 1:25)

a. John 4:24 (NKJV) — 24 God is Spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and
truth.”

(1) Romans 1:25 (NKJV) — 25 who exchanged the truth of God for the lie, and worshiped and
served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.

b. And if people/brethren choose to GO to HELL in dis-obedience to God’s Word because of
their dislike for me and the preaching I do - that makes me sad, but it will never discourage me
to quit preaching or presenting the truth in love.

(1) I will never become a Comedian in the pulpit - so that I can make friends here on earth. - I
will tell you what we need to hear, not what you want to hear!

3. To observe the Lord’s supper - Matt 26:26-29; 1 Cor 11:23-26; Acts 20:7
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a. Matthew 26:26–29 (NKJV) — 26 And as they were eating, Jesus took bread, blessed and
broke it, and gave it to the disciples and said, “Take, eat; this is My body.” 27 Then He took
the cup, and gave thanks, and gave it to them, saying, “Drink from it, all of you. 28 For this is
My blood of the new covenant, which is shed for many for the remission of sins. 29 But I say
to you, I will not drink of this fruit of the vine from now on until that day when I drink it new
with you in My Father’s kingdom.”

b. 1 Corinthians 11:23–26 (NKJV) — 23 For I received from the Lord that which I also
delivered to you: that the Lord Jesus on the same night in which He was betrayed took bread;
24 and when He had given thanks, He broke it and said, “Take, eat; this is My body which is
broken for you; do this in remembrance of Me.” 25 In the same manner He also took the cup
after supper, saying, “This cup is the new covenant in My blood. This do, as often as you drink
it, in remembrance of Me.” 26 For as often as you eat this bread and drink this cup, you
proclaim the Lord’s death till He comes.

c. Acts 20:7 (NKJV) — 7 Now on the first day of the week, when the disciples came together to
break bread, Paul, ready to depart the next day, spoke to them and continued his message until
midnight.

4. To sing praises to God, to teach & encourage one another in song - (Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16)
a. Ephesians 5:19 (NKJV) — 19 speaking to one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual

songs, singing and making melody in your heart to the Lord,
b. Colossians 3:16 (NKJV) — 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom,

teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with
grace in your hearts to the Lord.

5. To pray together, giving thanks & seeking God’s help – (Acts 2:42,46,47; 4:24-31)
a. Acts 2:42 (NKJV) — 42 And they continued steadfastly in the apostles’ doctrine and

fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers.
b. Acts 2:46 (NKJV) — 46 So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking

bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart,
(1) Acts 2:47 (NKJV) — 47 praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord

added to the church daily those who were being saved.
c. Acts 4:24–31 (NKJV) — 24 So when they heard that, they raised their voice to God with one

accord and said: “Lord, You are God, who made heaven and earth and the sea, and all that is
in them, 25 who by the mouth of Your servant David have said: ‘Why did the nations rage,
And the people plot vain things? 26 The kings of the earth took their stand, And the rulers were
gathered together Against the LORD and against His Christ.’ 27 “For truly against Your holy
Servant Jesus, whom You anointed, both Herod and Pontius Pilate, with the Gentiles and the
people of Israel, were gathered together 28 to do whatever Your hand and Your purpose
determined before to be done. 29 Now, Lord, look on their threats, and grant to Your servants
that with all boldness they may speak Your word, 30 by stretching out Your hand to heal, and
that signs and wonders may be done through the name of Your holy Servant Jesus.” 31 And
when they had prayed, the place where they were assembled together was shaken; and they
were all filled with the Holy Spirit, and they spoke the word of God with boldness.

6. To give of our means to support our collective work - (1 Cor 16:1-2; 2 Cor 8-9)
a. 1 Corinthians 16:1–2 (NKJV) — 1 Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have

given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also: 2 On the first day of the week let
each one of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there be no collections
when I come.

b. 2 Corinthians 9:7–9 (NKJV) — cheerful giving.....
7. To hear God’s word proclaimed - (2 Tim 4:2; Col. 1:28)
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a. 2 Timothy 4:2 (NKJV) — 2 Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince,
rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching.

b. Colossians 1:28 (NKJV) — 28 Him we preach, warning every man and teaching every man
in all wisdom, that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus.

(1) And like in baseball, every time the player steps up to the plate - he wants to hit a home run -
so is it true that not every sermon a preacher preaches will be a blown out of the park sermon
- but if it is TRUTH that has been presented - it is in God’s eyes a home run.

C. I WANT to Edify and Encourage One Another: - Psalm 122:8–9 (NKJV) — 8 For the sake of my
brethren and companions, I will now say, “Peace be within you.” 9 Because of the house of the
LORD our God I will seek your good.
1. Hebrews 10:24–25 (NKJV) — 24 And let us consider one another in order to stir up love and

good works, 25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but
exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

2. Consider One Another – (Heb 10:24; Rom 12:15; 15:1,2; 1 Cor 14)
a. Romans 12:15 (NKJV) — 15 Rejoice with those who rejoice, and weep with those who weep.
b. Romans 15:1 (NKJV) — 1 We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the

weak, and not to please ourselves.
(1) Romans 15:2 (NKJV) — 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading to

edification.
c. 1 Corinthians 14 (NKJV) — 1 Pursue love, and desire spiritual gifts, but especially that you

may prophesy. 2 For he who speaks in a tongue does not speak to men but to God, for no one
understands him; however, in the spirit he speaks mysteries. 3 But he who prophesies speaks
edification and exhortation and comfort to men. 4 He who speaks in a tongue edifies himself,
but he who prophesies edifies the church. 5 I wish you all spoke with tongues, but even more
that you prophesied; for he who prophesies is greater than he who speaks with tongues, unless
indeed he interprets, that the church may receive edification. 6 But now, brethren, if I come to
you speaking with tongues, what shall I profit you unless I speak to you either by revelation,
by knowledge, by prophesying, or by teaching? 7 Even things without life, whether flute or
harp, when they make a sound, unless they make a distinction in the sounds, how will it be
known what is piped or played? 8 For if the trumpet makes an uncertain sound, who will
prepare for battle? 9 So likewise you, unless you utter by the tongue words easy to understand,
how will it be known what is spoken? For you will be speaking into the air. 10 There are, it
may be, so many kinds of languages in the world, and none of them is without significance.
11 Therefore, if I do not know the meaning of the language, I shall be a foreigner to him who
speaks, and he who speaks will be a foreigner to me. 12 Even so you, since you are zealous for
spiritual gifts, let it be for the edification of the church that you seek to excel. 13 Therefore let
him who speaks in a tongue pray that he may interpret. 14 For if I pray in a tongue, my spirit
prays, but my understanding is unfruitful. 15 What is the conclusion then? I will pray with the
spirit, and I will also pray with the understanding. I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing
with the understanding. 16 Otherwise, if you bless with the spirit, how will he who occupies
the place of the uninformed say “Amen” at your giving of thanks, since he does not understand
what you say? 17 For you indeed give thanks well, but the other is not edified. 18 I thank my
God I speak with tongues more than you all; 19 yet in the church I would rather speak five
words with my understanding, that I may teach others also, than ten thousand words in a
tongue. 20 Brethren, do not be children in understanding; however, in malice be babes, but in
understanding be mature. 21 In the law it is written: “With men of other tongues and other lips
I will speak to this people; And yet, for all that, they will not hear Me,” says the Lord. 22
Therefore tongues are for a sign, not to those who believe but to unbelievers; but prophesying
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is not for unbelievers but for those who believe. 23 Therefore if the whole church comes
together in one place, and all speak with tongues, and there come in those who are uninformed
or unbelievers, will they not say that you are out of your mind? 24 But if all prophesy, and an
unbeliever or an uninformed person comes in, he is convinced by all, he is convicted by all.
25 And thus the secrets of his heart are revealed; and so, falling down on his face, he will
worship God and report that God is truly among you. 26 How is it then, brethren? Whenever
you come together, each of you has a psalm, has a teaching, has a tongue, has a revelation, has
an interpretation. Let all things be done for edification. 27 If anyone speaks in a tongue, let
there be two or at the most three, each in turn, and let one interpret. 28 But if there is no
interpreter, let him keep silent in church, and let him speak to himself and to God. 29 Let two
or three prophets speak, and let the others judge. 30 But if anything is revealed to another who
sits by, let the first keep silent. 31 For you can all prophesy one by one, that all may learn and
all may be encouraged. 32 And the spirits of the prophets are subject to the prophets. 33 For
God is not the author of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints. 34 Let your
women keep silent in the churches, for they are not permitted to speak; but they are to be
submissive, as the law also says. 35 And if they want to learn something, let them ask their
own husbands at home; for it is shameful for women to speak in church. 36 Or did the word
of God come originally from you? Or was it you only that it reached? 37 If anyone thinks
himself to be a prophet or spiritual, let him acknowledge that the things which I write to you
are the commandments of the Lord. 38 But if anyone is ignorant, let him be ignorant. 39
Therefore, brethren, desire earnestly to prophesy, and do not forbid to speak with tongues. 40
Let all things be done decently and in order.

d. Stir Up Love & Good Works - (Heb 10:24)
e. Exhorting One Another - (Heb 10:25)

(1) How can this be done by staying at home - or watching a TV screen or computer screen - I
can get just as warm and fuzzy feeling - by watching a fire place on those same screens -
RIGHT!

3. Edify One Another – (Rom. 14:19; 15:1-3; Heb. 3:12-14; Gal 6:1)
a. Romans 14:19 (NKJV) — 19 Therefore let us pursue the things which make for peace and the

things by which one may edify another.
b. Romans 15:1–3 (NKJV) — 1 We then who are strong ought to bear with the scruples of the

weak, and not to please ourselves. 2 Let each of us please his neighbor for his good, leading
to edification. 3 For even Christ did not please Himself; but as it is written, “The reproaches
of those who reproached You fell on Me.”

c. Hebrews 3:12–14 (NKJV) — 12 Beware, brethren, lest there be in any of you an evil heart of
unbelief in departing from the living God; 13 but exhort one another daily, while it is called
“Today,” lest any of you be hardened through the deceitfulness of sin. 14 For we have become
partakers of Christ if we hold the beginning of our confidence steadfast to the end,

d. Galatians 6:1 (NKJV) — 1 Brethren, if a man is overtaken in any trespass, you who are
spiritual restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness, considering yourself lest you also be
tempted.

4. Seeking First The Kingdom of God – (Matt 6:33; 10:37,38; Luke 14:26)
a. Matthew 6:33 (NKJV) — 33 But seek first the kingdom of God and His righteousness, and

all these things shall be added to you.
b. Matthew 10:37 (NKJV) — 37 He who loves father or mother more than Me is not worthy of

Me. And he who loves son or daughter more than Me is not worthy of Me.
(1) Matthew 10:38 (NKJV) — 38 And he who does not take his cross and follow after Me is

not worthy of Me.
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c. Luke 14:26 (NKJV) — 26 “If anyone comes to Me and does not hate his father and mother,
wife and children, brothers and sisters, yes, and his own life also, he cannot be My disciple.

III. In CONCLUSION
A. THE LAST reason I can give is simply - BECAUSE WE LOVE GOD and WANT TO PLEASE

HIM.
1. To Worship God, To Praise God, To Glorify God,  To Be Taught By God …
2. To Grow And Develop Spiritually
3. To Use My Abilities / Actively Participate
4. To Help Others Grow Spiritually
5. To Be A Good Example & Influence
6. To Be Ready, Watching And Waiting

B. What is one SAYING if he/she DOES NOT WANT to Assemble WITH THE CHURCH?
C. And brethren this is in PERSON that I have been speaking about - without fear, without reservations,

without the teachings and doctrines of men.
1. Isaiah 2:1–4 (NKJV) - 1 The word that Isaiah the son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and

Jerusalem. 2 Now it shall come to pass in the latter days That the mountain of the Lord’s house
Shall be established on the top of the mountains, And shall be exalted above the hills; And all
nations shall flow to it. 3 Many people shall come and say, “Come, and let us go up to the
mountain of the Lord, To the house of the God of Jacob; 

2. He will teach us His ways, And we shall walk in His paths.” For out of Zion shall go forth the
law, And the word of the Lord from Jerusalem. 4 He shall judge between the nations, And rebuke
many people; They shall beat their swords into plowshares, And their spears into pruning hooks;
Nation shall not lift up sword against nation, Neither shall they learn war anymore.

Page 11 of  11


